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PREFACE. 
HE Author of theſe Writings is a Perſon of 
great Learning, great Fudement and Wiſdom, 
and of great Vertue and Piety. He hath writ- 
p ten divers learned and compleat Works upon 
other Subjefs; but for theſe Writings bere publiſbed, they 
were Written,” 4s were alſo many others of the like nature, 
ex tempore, end upon this occaſion; © It hath been bis 
* cuſtom for many years , every Lord's Day in the afternoons 
© after Epening Sermon (between that and Supper time) to 
* employ his thoughts upon ſeveral Snbjefs of Divine Con- 
* templatious : and as things came into bis thoughts, ſo be 
© put them into writing : which be did for theſe two Reaſons, 
* 4. That be might the more fix bis Thoughts, and keep 
* them. from diverſion and wandring. 2. That they might 
© remam, and nt be loſt by forgetfulneſs or other interventions. 
' ind as this was the occaſion and manner of bis writin 
them, {o this doubtleſs was .all that he intended in Fry, 
moreover to communicate them to bis Children or ſome par- 
ticular Friends in private upon occaſion ; but for publiſhing 
them, certainly he bad not the kaſf thoughts of any ſuch 
thing ; mach leſs hath be reviſed them for that parpoſe ; ner 
ſa mmch as read over ſome of them ſince he wrote them ; 
nor indeed {o much as finiſhed - ſome of them, Nay [6 far 
was be. from any thoughts of publiſhing them, that when he 
was importuned but to give bis conſent to the publication «ff 
them, he could not be prevailed with fo doit, And there- 
| oo 20 - fore 


The PREFACE, ——_— 
fore that they are now publiſhed, the Reader mu(} know that 
they are publiſhed not only in their native and primogenial 
ſimplicity, but without ſo much as the Authors privity to it, \ 
And thus much I thought 'my felf+ obliged, even in juſtice 
to the Author, to acquaint the Reader with, and ingenuouſly 
70 acknowledge, and take upon.my ſelf the fault ; if any thing. 
| beſs perfet# and compleat, or any wiſe libable to exceptions hl | 
appear in theſe Papers, ſeeing they were "neither written"awith 
any-intention to'be publiſhed, nor reviſed by the Author, nor ate 

, publiſhed with bis knowledge. 
© But this again on the. other. fide obligeth me to render [ome 
| Account f .- my doing. herein, I confeſs I approve not the 
thing in general, that is, the publication of another's Writings 
without bis conſent or privity: But yet I know wery' wel 
that thoſe things which in the general are for the moſt part 
: unlawful, may yet be ſo circamſtantiated in a particular caſe, 
' as that they may. become not only lawful, but wery commends 
| able to be done in that caſe: and ſuch a ſpecial caſe Itake 
this to be. And though I think my ſelf accountable to the 
Author chiefly, if not to him alone, for what I have done in 
this caſe, yet ſome account thereof I ſhall give to the Reader, 
fo far at leaſt as concerneth theſe Writings, or is neceſſary 
for him to be acquainted with. | | 
When I firſt met with ſome of theſe Writings, and obtained 
the peruſal of them, I thought them well worth my pains tq 
tranſcribe: which I did, partly for my own uſe ; and parth, 
ſeeing them written in looſe and ſcatter'd Papers, to preſerve 
them from that danger of periſhing, from which I conceived 
the Author's larger and more compieat Works to be more ſafe 
and ſecure. And baving collefted a pretty conſiderable ſtock 
of them, I communicated. ſome of them, as I ſaw occaſion 
to ſome friends, ſome of them. Perſins of good judgment and 
learning, who wery much commended the ſame: and ſcarce 
any that ſaw them, but ſaid 'twas great pity but they ſhould 
be Printed. But beſides the Approbation of them by all to 
whom T did communicate them, T perceived that they bad s 
real effe to the goid and benefit of . ſome who peruſed then: 
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: The. Panracs. 2 
of andthu experience of the good effets which they produced by + mp 
at Wl my Communication of them to « few friends in private, did 


urther confirm my. own opinion of them, that \they muſt cer- 
ah Urry do much good if publiſhed: and being made common, 
ſh howe the ſame good influences upon many, which 1 found 
no Wh they had upon ſome of thoſe few to whom they were com- 
«. municated in private : But for the Manuſcript Copies which 
a 7 had ; they were not ſufficient for all thoſe Hor opportunities 
ite doing good with them, which I ſaw even among my own 
| iends and acquaintance. Whereupon I ſolicited the Author 
ne 12 publiſh them, or at leaſt to give bis conſent to the. publica- 
5» WW tion of them, but could not prevail with bim for either, al- 
will though 1 know that no motive or argument is more prevalent 
WW ith bim than that of Doing good, But when I percerved, 
rt #1 thought, that the chief reaſons why he wauld neither 
ſes up ny , mor give his conſent to the publication 

of them, were ſuch as would be of no force againſt the pub- 
4b; lication of them without his privicy or knowledge, Tbeg ar 
be to confider. of doing that. | 
in MW : But before I reſolved upon it, I ſent two of the largeſt of 
er, WM them to 6. Perſon, whoſe judgment I know the Author doth 
= much eſteem, to have bis Opinion of them, not lating bims 

know either who war the Author, or who ſent them to him, 
= and having received his Opinion and Commendation of them, 
toll nd that be judped them like. to. do much good, and ſuch as 
1, ould be wery ſeaſonable to be publiſhed , 1 began further 
well to confider. whether and how they might be publiſhed 
cd without eirber Wrong or Injury on the ove fide, or Offence 
ofe WM ©» the: other, to the Author, . 4nd, for the former I reckon- 
ck £4 that his concern in is was either 19. reſpect of the Diſpo- 
rn {al of:che. Copy, wherein. would be no great difficulty; os 
»dl moreeeſpecialy 1n reſpet of the Writings to; be publithed, 
rce lf either there ſhould occur any thing therein not fit to be made 
14 Publick; or if they were not ſo well poliſhed and perfetted as 
i might 3 irs * prong ___ reputation. EQS, 4 
» And aitbough this might ſeem to be provided for in fome 
ſort by Concealing his Name (which truly 1 ſhould = 
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ubs is, rs writings do not obſeurdly- ſpeak and hed: 
being” « moſt lively repreſem ation of 'bim; that is, 3 ei 
, #n# Soul, and of- that Learning, Wiſdom , Picty" and 

which is very eminent and conſpicuous + wy biws; Fane 
that of the "Great Audit, which T-aſe #0 trol '# 1yfns 
very Pitture, wherein hab. the Good: Sre: 
his Account, it was inipoſſible for 'bim not $0''p, 
Repreſentation of himſelf; as every Chara&er'o 


and virtuous Perſon muſt needs agree'with Ks vs "io | 


fuch;” and thiy who" are eminewhy 'ſueb, cow hardly be-ue: 


known : and therefore it.is not iwpaſſiblt that ſon, rugory 


the conſiderationgof the work, nay over the 
ſides many other occaſions of ect) ied-may happen 

Bat as I thought rhis-too-wegh ar in/ufflavint | {b: vr OY 
not but think it altogether» needlels; and unworthz both:rbe 


excellent Author, and\thefe: bis pjows and exoellons Miditarions, 


to'be maule uſe of 10:1 has "end; aud ſhould muth Farber bave 


abftained from publiſhing thers at all; han 'bave relied upon Þ 
ſuch a" ſhift, wv thou he that thay had ſtood in any "need. 
thereofi+1 But \as it was only their real Worth" and Extellence - 
and' Uſefulneſ; which moved me 10: were their publication, 
+56 Fapat verily per fovaded;" anda; well offired #5 1 could he Bt 
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wen, and publiſhed by the. Aug hors chemfolvac, thefuwill be 
' fond robe fuck a5 may not only very wel "6 
dar ſuch ar are of na vulgar or. cammantrdith The: Subs 
Jos: of \rhem indeed are common T beam, but yet: ſuch 4644re 
_ weight and: moment in the Life of Men and: of 
\proateſt —— 'asiu Nature: thoſe things wichare-of 
| uſe * quod Concernment, are Toſh .camemon.- | But: this 
-matror of his: Medications =pon theſe Subjoi#n is. not:cum- 


Manon: - Bork-gs be is:4 ran that thinks claſelh. "and: deeply 


of 'rhinga;" wer after a. common rate, : ja bis Hritinges. his 
my cx- rempors Hiritmgs', hawe 8: certaiy:  Geniue::nd 
 Enengy i: them, wwuch: wbove the common.rete- of Writers. 


: Und rhouph rheſe are{ writes. ex tempate, \awd. in. ſuch 4 
IGOAY as; bath-been_ſaid before, yet the; mater of them./is 


theoajt part ſuch, as: he had aſa well. digefted, and, 

Saride inſtrufed to the. tl enas of © ea ven, - had t1ee- 

"foe bur: Heart, avd: out of tha. gond- tneaſurd' ef. bis 

crerg aud. 1he-.abund ance. of ut.,. be: wekeath iheſe' geow 
s 30 things. wbich:hedooked. upon. as of raed ears, 
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non ex ore, ſed ex petore emiſia. Aud if we take theſe Wri. 
tings v9 9 weigh them dwly and candidly without 
'thertin no leſs obſerve the worth and excellence of their 
Aitbor, eſpecially-conſidering in what manner they were writ» 
ten, than in by more elaborate Works : and being written and 
publiſhed in this manner, they do more colder hotemframy 
thereality of bu "Honeſt, Virtuons and Piow Principles, than 


bad rhey been defigned to be publiſhed, and been by bimſaif; 


which \perhaps may render them not leſs | acceptable to ſome 
Readers, not of the lower rank. © ++ | 

$0 that "conſidering "the Writings themſelves, 1 could not 
think that there was any thing therein, whether of matter or 
form, which could render the publication of them injurious or 


prejudicial to the Author in the leaſt in any of 'the riſpets 


aforementioned. Yet notwithſtanding, for the greater ſecurity, 
1 thought it might be fit, and but juſt to give tha. true and 
ingenuons account both of the occaſion and manner of bu. wri- 
ring, "and of the publication of them without bis privity and 
knowledge. And thus I conceived might be a-juſt and ſufficis 
ens means to ſecure the Author againſt all exceptions, as that 
which would wholly acquit him in the judgment of all reaſana- 


ble men,and transfer the blame gf any ſhould be tomy ſelf,which 


yet was no more than what I mult have reſolved to bave under- 
gone bad they been my own Writings which I had publiſhed. 
/ | it: remained therfere only to conſider bow this might be 
done as without Injury in other Reſpe#s, ſo without Offence 
to the Worthy Author, And for this, two things did not. 6 


little encourage me. 1- The Honefdy of -my Deſign , and 
Sincerity of my - Intentions in it: And, 2." The Candor and 
Goodneſs of the Author, © His Candor I knew to. be ſuch, that 


1 deubted not of a fair and favourable Conftrution of - my 
Defign and Intentions, . And I knew bis Goodneſs ,- Afﬀe- 


Hon and Readineſs to do Good, to be ſuch, that be cauld. 
not "but approve my Deſign, that is, to do Good ; the doing 


whereef -1 knew 0 be a thing of greater Weight with _ 


with them, Moral and Experimental Demonſtration + Vox 


of | critical. and pedantick cenſoriouſneſs, we 
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perhaps be might as firſt be alittle ſurpriſed with the unexptitted 
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than: all bis. Reaſons: again the: Publication © And that 
much Good may. be done. by the Publication of theſe. Wri+ 
tings, I could aſſure: bim upon - my own (experience. of. the 
s..1 bad ſeen already produced. by them in \Manuſcripts 

: when be ſhould conſider, '] was, perſwaded,: though 


Publication of them, yet be could' not- be 1 offended-at it. 
Hnd: then if I could: publiſh them without. either Injury. or 
Offence to him, I reckoned it all one in effe&. as if I: bad bis 


Coriſent before to it. And bereupon I reſolved at laſt, upen;:it ; 
and. upon theſe Conſiderations have made thus bald-with this 


 excell:nt Perſon and my very good Friend ,- for the Good of 


others, which I ſhould net bave done for any private Ad- 
vanthpe to my ſelf whatſoever. 4 ihe, 

\Þ daubr} not but the Reader- wiil 'be wery deſirous to know 
who. the - Author of theſe Excellent Meditations is 3 and 
truly I was no-leſs deſirous that he ſhould know it ; and that 
for no *inconſiderable Reaſons: 1. As it hath always '\been 
one of the moſt uſusl and conflant Means and | Methods, 
which Almighty God bath, in all Ages and Nations, wſed 
for the promotion of the good of "Mankind, to raiſe. up emi- 


went Examples of Virtue ; ſo hath be been pleaſed to make this 


Author one of them in this Age and Nation; And becauſe 
the Efficacy of the Examples of Virtuows Ations doth no le; 
depend upon the Principles from whence they proceed, than 
deth the imtrinſick Virtue and Goodneſs of the Attiass thew- 
ſelves, the Publication of theſe Writings, which ſo plainly 


' manifeſt bis Principles, could not but be of great Uſe to rex- 


der bu Excellent Example the more effefiual, and ſo become 
ſubſervient to the Gracious Deſigns of. the Divine Providence. 


' 2. In like manner on the other ſide , the known Worth and 


Virtue, and Learning, and Prudence of the Author, would 
certainly bave made theſe/lis Writings, how excellent ſoever 
of themſelves, yet more; prevalent with many. 3. And be- 
cauſe he is well knows to be a Perſon of extraordinary gnd 


. #dmirable Sagacity, Dexterity, and Impariiality in the Search 


and the Diſcovery of the Truth of Matters in queſtion, m7 


J amption 'of others, about Religion. And bis Fudgment in 
the Caſe' is the more conſiderable, as in reſpef} of bis great 
Ability,” and the Care and Diligence which he hath uſed in 
the Enxammation of it ;" ſo in reſpet# of bis Freedom from 
all thoſe things, whether of Natural Conſtitution, or of Pre« 
feſſion,' or of: Worldly Intereſt, which may be by ſome ſuſpetted 
fo prejudice or byaſs the Tudgment of others. And therefore I 
doubt not but ſome, who have a great reſpect to bus Perſon and 
way perhaps not have the ſame Thoughts of Religion whiob be 
bath,wheri they ſhould ſee hu Fudgment inthe caſe,ight by the 


7805099 'Ts true, the Life of Religion is wery wiſible-in 
bis Life and Ations, which are all the genuine produtt of a 
found © and well grounded Perſwaſion of the Truth of that 
Faith, which overcometh the World, and bath mmdced' ſet 
bim much above it, yet becauſe common Prudence may move 


# ſober and conſiderate Man to an external Conformity to fo 


reaſonable a "Religion, and to the Prattice of thoſe excellent 
Virtues which it requires, theſe Writings may poſſibly. give 
wore ſatitfattion to ſome concerning _— in the 
cafe, than his Life'and Attions, and in thafYeſpect they may 
| poſſibly come forth with ſome Advantage, being written and 

publiſhed.in this manner ; for here we may read his moſt inti- 
wate and retired Thoug ht 5. | 

And- for theſe Reaſons I much deſired to have prefixed 
bis Name, or at leaſt to have let the Reader know who be ts ; 
But I know that that would certamly hawe'beex diſpleaſing to 
him, and therefore having made jo bold with him in the Pub- 
- lication of theſe bis Writings, I wonld nat preſume further 
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Neve fir purpoſely left out ſome paſages which would $00 plain ; 


Being __ ny on rom the Preſs, hw may peſibly nd 
few-Fypographical Errata's,. mere "than . otherwiſa- they 
ſhoxld have hee; but 1 bope\that Care hath. been taken; 3has 


are not : iderable ; wat he 
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of the Conſideration of eur Latter End, © Pho I 
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ter to bu Children. 302 
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we Nox longa quibus mentitur amica, Dieſque 
videtur opus debentibus, ur piger Annus 
Proof Iivtuos dura premit cuſtodia matrum : | 
Semin tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora; quz ſpe m 
nhlifimque morantur agendi gnaviter 1d qu 
que pauperibus prodeſt, locupletibus zque, 
Aquenegleaum puerss, ſenibiique nocebit. 
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DEUT. XXMII 29. 


O that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that 
they would confider their Latter End! © 


3 


T may be probably thought, that the principal In- 

. tention of thi Wiſh of Moſes was, That the People 

\.of 1/raet had a due Conſideration of their final Re- 

F arch the-tert. Tribes for their Idolatry, and the 

two Tribes for their\Crucifying of the Meſias; and not 
only of that State of Rejeaion, but' of the "Cauſes of it, 
namely, Idolatry and Reje&ion' of the Meſſias ; -which 
Conſiceration would 1ave made them'wiſe and prudent 
to avolf thoſe. great Ajoſtafies which ſhould occaſion fo 
terrible'a Deſertion andrejeQion vy God. - 

But C&rrainly the Woids containan evident truth, with 
relation to every particilar Perſon, ' and to that latter 
End that 1, common to al Mankind, namely, their /atrer 
end by death, and ſeparatnn of 'the Swl 'and Body ; the 

. due confideration whereofis a great pax of Wiſdom, and 

a great 'mfeans to. attain and. improve t; and very ma- 

r W- ny of the Sins and Folliesof Mankind, as' they do in a 
great mfaſure proceed from the want of 1n attentive and 
ſerjous Conſideration of it ; fo would they be in a great 

I os cured by it. _ : 
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ole hofetar arsY van © hv ye > hr to that Cn a 
touſand die Dare if'; and'this IZure is read unto us! 
by the many Caſa ties "and Dita aſes.that put a period ta! 
the Lives of m And 6tir- own Bxperience and Obſervas 
the many Warn) Ungs and Monitions of Mortalis 
v that every man finds in himſelf; ether by the Occurs 
. rences of Diſea mein and eſpecially by oe: 
a 


.decl Ina _ I - Y in us 1f we attain to' any 
vorilide thi whtkly: Bills/of Morality 6 
the preat BY b X Yeekt there art taken away ork 
dinanly three hundred” Porſony: Thy Monuments and 


axd$9. p02; oy 
7 man of U' 
Fg 


20 to i thi great Trich Sinad 
fe 1s lartle con red ibs 
inkind ; But not | 

| emembrances of; 
{ay it y rac and look ppg it = 
le” ors th /$-— 8s x they Rk and not? 

| gnon of Man 

only Tons lar "row! 

arb 


7 tr Ms 


fance 


—_ _ —_ SO OO of 7 I oy 


Ay 
phony 
— 


| og wilhag fo entgitain £ analy 
comme : Lioughgot (thei: afry latter End ; . the Yoaghes 
- whereof 15 fo | porn and roubleſor a Guy 

$1 ; 


_ mi 


4.2 ns 


l 
: / 


: ” 4 4 
es, | y 


St [1 TT $4 * a wih. 2 ? * YF f 4 
, 7 % : . | 
pn \ * 4 : ld 
S 's gy Jy dk u Py! . _ uy a £5 = ; oanfide 3 MY 5 A 
'"% os '«i ” * ” x 
es nr whore- 


fem to pang ene apes a fol: 
Lun it ts and prepares A Man 
a Death, irdath no way. oc ptefage. ic. 
of Al greae 1difficitey i ordinary atcends our: ka, 
tipn,ot6:think-otherwile congerning our gon+ 


drjon-that what:at: preſent: :We feel We-ars, 


rowWin bealchy.and, 'we can; hardly: rr ons our. ſelves, tO; 
think that: a/tithe miſt; and; wy | come;: Whereig we. Pg 
belficke We aronown life; and .thereforg we Wy hardly 


into fugh a-mould.cq; think» We 

and:hience ic is true, ;25-the .common.:Proyerd 1s, - ns 
there iro Main fo ola, hat be\ thinks he. ſhell loe-s. 6 Year, 
longer.) - TOO H2.z27 

Ct: 6: was, chis 2 tlie. way of. Mankind put from us. 

Y And;t thoughts of itz but this our; way is: 

awn-fol,.atid-one iebogrowcelh occaſions, of thole-ot 2 

flies that: commonly;.attend our UGG, 008 dereies 
bars wy $0\cure- this Folly ;and is 

conlider. gur: Larter End. Feet 

per hol rewceVent ;Efe&#t 33 prod; wy f AY 
generally theſe iya2; 1x. krtpacharhs 49 we.afelf;. 2, WM 


teagheth:us:to Gre {> o {LETTP "er'gf 
do ForuShy. forwver of theſe, hes the Uo oy Errion of LS 


*nda g1 —_— Wy 
Mae thnly-L inp pore - antd, 


S O(X%7 


- 


2. I F- S . ; x 

R =: q 
- 

- 1 
- mY Ly ; 

: & iow 

1 - 
| | os ng thae if they'h. 


my woes h 
whael have de 


itil? I rar So nay Pe 4k L then: cog! 
will hen belt dad emo neon y 
mould it if T'were todic to-morrow? why {þ 1d] 
then go it today 2? perghance it mayberhe-laſt AR ofmj 
Life, and however let me not' conclude ſo.1ll; 'fory ty d 
ought T know, it may be wy comng AR [i 
' Seetie'of: nfy Life. 1 I'S 
2. It isa'great miotiveand means eo pars upon thebe 
' and moſt profitable improvement of our time. There | 
certain civil and natural Adions'of our Lives char ew 
Almighty hath indulged and:allowed to.us, and ood 
cominanded 'us with -moderation to: uſe: As the:comps 
ent ſupplies of our own Natgres with-mioderation-and f@ bd 
briery s the proviſions for our Families; Relations,: and 
pendances, withour Covetouſheſfs'or ANT .ch d 
diligent and faithful walking in our Callings, and 

charge thereof: ' Biit"there are alſo. other buſineſſes bx 
greater Importance, 'Which yet are.attainable without ins 
juring our ſelves in thoſe common concerns of our Live 
Namely, our .Knowlelge of God;' and of his Wilt::Of 
the Doarine of our Redemption by Chrift ; our.Repens 
rance of Sins paſt ; making and keeping our-Peace' with 
God; acquajhitirig our ſelves wich Him; living eo E is 
Glory ;' walking as iti'His Preſence; Praying to 'Hunp 
Jeatnitng to depend -tpon Him ;" Rejoyci in Himy 
walking thankful” unto Him: | Theſe; :and ſuchlike 
theſe, arc'the great Buſineſs and End> of our Lives, fo 
which we enjoy. them in this World;. and thele:fit:and} 
prepare tis'for t arwhitch is t6 60Mme: And: the conſiders. 
tion that our Lives are ſhore and-uncettain, © and't a! 
Dearh: will foohei*St later cont, oputyes'upon:chis reſo of 
lutronrand PP No this 019-grear Work whils is. 
called co-day; thitweloiter not awdy our Day,' and: neg 7: 
", our Tak ds while weharetine nd and: oppory 
rynitys 


q 


— Bi 3ApAR=SMRONDSQSMOq Cm G2» znmnmH1H 2 0% 0 4 = = a >. 


arte in our ar acaloent, and | 
DIE WH aud Bubinals "Ou 

ws W 

num 


wFy- 
can | "7 thi cn ha 
Red b Antal \dodiiders 
-1--otghpny re pron J 
wh | REcaled (s Duh, caul 
no'Man'can work.” 


WM 1 Me araiely che! iſs cfedratot af" ol Hili _ 


p4 SE nf pe Frys wo nn M 
* oo a Rock of Grace and Favour with God, that* hath 


B 3 . made 


«of; hi _ an Ren 
He! dat {pg ch _ 
05 1@Nz; WK F5 

Frquble ;0r-perierbation :Butzif Al 


- Boro veBugr 5.004 BAY .avoult 
Faei/6 = omg om tem Meer whe ihe commer 
1971 1141813 Ty 150 ©! , ci -TIH1 15 Yb 


ifs To ct 
i, Gonbderanruman Lie bor 
> 2: RET wp 3 w | 


ng AT Ws 2 by 
ation, IE 5 
my Jan, oat ar Ang 


| ;by bei None lama 7 
6:97) hangin r. i dion ni 

IcT ,of, Later ghd Dept F j 

ER [The © greatterrar 

40th 4awares.; dun a0 

To EE 409g away. apy ;Pollbyly 

tyo rh upon him SEE (EIT ALY 
Mo 


"Hi6c: 308 5 ri Gan _ & 1 

ron Ed & tatolten. conhders 

where! THE Totes ys ighted;prich 4s 
SOR 5 2926: 3612 £14: A & Haul 0! ol Ll 


d<&. $ Ts þ 'bOL? FF y 2ho & on 61; J 25 iy ths A490 W ky " ; 


£m £ 3$*""B3 


.-x =. Ob 


= 0 TESSLSTS2 wi 


| 
bl 


I vipPeaetel 


navy Ws Fu and 
&þ | reg. = t = 


y bis Five y' ri his 


| bene EETES 


of ic ſelf morta], 1/o. 38: 3 . Remember nh, biſtech thee, 
O: Lond; bow'l buty wp fie Nh with s pe/fe foffect 
beart; 866. \' Te ks Trig 3s the spproach 
of Doudnoterrib | (13. © 2 MS: 
Be” 9; atwhi 
» clnbdirig wory RE en Sh por tl 
" reongs ap the due. i improvement of its C 
6 Dh h'telach's" becomes hotVin 
Gn uno any! life ;zNorſo ial diffalution 
preſent 85a C gob#s ar for 
4p Erifmortalhife + So So tht th | *Roe | 
Stiot;' forthe 8oal, whi ib \ ay, 
one bue a')anfi tion Front hor lJiſsjri2ch8 Body, 464" 
life Heaven: No thoment interverics hacwoar the- MN 
_ Degree on? takes _ 
. With epe'thati he Son | 
$Death' Teh fahStified it:airits 8; nd bp No 
| ps '#t 6nly in' itſelf, tarforge. 
F697, Tofp phe Hyver hci; = as ohe 
Folio, through Feſus Chriſt owr Lord\\ and 6 
icrhvs given Us, 5Felns5/ 15: That Going oeniolton : 
away'; and '2,' That this-very. death'it ſelf: is reridr 


[#\0-4Gat0 and a Te) hy: A 0 arid.apon this © 
B 3 account 


— Sftk Cf 


ESIIESE 2 


KEE ; WIN 


WL eration « 


the Koiory ak F:. 
ay dhoagh& I ſhall now add 
y.to = 4 s mY 
re necei that, alch eath. 
I ed and geode rather. a Benefit chan a Tere 
Men; -yet ' 
ml ans Eid bk, though it be a ole” 
op hy wy it » 9g athimg. not ng 
eg | A reneel. _—_ Bleſling|m;this 
P on,nocthe oftharer lens 
at: defired. ra.die,, i becauſe 
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Corte the. ara will. be 
our awards andimpgproment of hereafter-; 
therefore as 9: maſt -with al hehe as give over. our 
Work when'oJ Ma calls us ;- fowe.muſt with all dj- 
re and | range, continue our Employment out 
l Hecall ud; ;and lah all thankfulneG unto God. en- 
eertain and rejoyee in that-portion, of} Life he lends. us; 
becauſe we haye.thereby an Opportunity of doing aur 
©Mafter the more: ſervice, and DProViOk: 
of,our one Glary.and Happi - belides the - 
former, he bath; alſo - Braga Bro _namgly, to 
ſerve our Generation; to give an-example of Vir 
Goodneſs; toencourage:others inthe, ways of Virtue 
2ndGoodneſs; o provide. boy our Familiesand Relations; 
©, do-all good Offices of Juſtice,” f,. Libe- 
by, Clary och, ht Sage ys 
ra ollow our: 2 ymeans; and infinj 
more as well Natural, Civil, Moral pay opp which 
though of a lowes importance jn reſpec of our ſelves, 
yetare of greater uſe and moment in| reſpe& of others ; 
and areas well as the former required of us, and part © 
the task that our great Lord requires of us, and for the 
ſake of which he alſo beſtaws many Talents upon us to 
berhus ir vn eek inthis life, andfor which we-muſt-alfo 
at the end of our day give our Lord an accounts and - 
therefore for the lake of this alſo we are co be thankful 
for our life, and not be defirons to leave our Poſt, our Sta- 
tiqn, our Buſineſs, our Life, till our Lord call us to him- 
felf'in the ordinary way of his Providence; for he is the 
w any of our lives, and we are not the Lords of our | 
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ble, thankfal; -ſober"emoymernts of Hoſe honeſt lawh 
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[wich great ſobriety arll' rhoderation, aviethe wore 
Gdd;,*#nd withimuth'thankfulneſs'ts hin: for thisispt 
[of that IM Dity"w& owe to: God for thole very exteri 
'comfotts and'bleffings we enjoy. *'Deut;28. 47. Ami 
'and''8ue confideratioivef our Laner: Fnds is nid 
irehdef us a ſad; :melaricholy., diſconſolate' People 3" 
- 0 fon] us tinfir "for the Buſineſſes -and Offices'of on 
"but co on taore watchful; vigilant; « ind 
From, & ſoberly clisatful and thankfol'ts that God,' th 
been pleaſed thus" to make otir ſelves ſerviceablew 
E. /icomforrableWwonr ſelves, profitable'to others'; a 
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wi dom; though all Men have. ordinaril 

lege of Reaſon; - yet-all-Men have not the habic yn 
e greateſt, commendation that we can.ardi 
ilrgive 4Man 1s, :thathe is a wiſe Man;;,.and the ! 
8 reproach that can be to a-Man, .and that which .is wa 

| reſented, isto be called or eſteemed; a Fool;; and;y 
-& much as che reputation of Fildom. is valued, and th 

; pucation: of Folly is reſented, the generahty © 

i ar2igtruth very Foals, and make:it the great part gi 4 
-& buſineſs.to. be ſo; and many that. pretend. to ſeek-af- 
YN ter Wiſdom, do. either ms the. ching , or ang 
of tbe way-to attain it ;  commanly e the 
2 greateſt. pretenders. to Wiſdom, = the q Sa - .t, 
| Plc ig 4 es lictle narrow concern, but place it-pot: i 
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ies true [atitude commenfurate tothe nature of Manki 
And hence it is that one eftedms it the only Wiſdom toly 
a wiſe Politician or Stateſman ; andevnr, 20 be a wiſe an | In | 
g Naturaliſt arivther.” wile 2<cJuffer] o al 
| fart, ap gt liks; andallt be ar Wiſdohs in der: 
| he World perchance would be much betteW# 
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Wiſdom: that is moſt worth finding, i 
thac which rendeds $ Mana Eyre 

This excellent Man Fob, _ a diligent ſearch Gn 
the ſpeech of this Chapter )) _after Wiſdom what. it i, 
where to be found, doth at length make theſe two Cox 
clufions, wit; 1. That the true/Roor of Wiſdom, and 
that oſtes _ _ where it was to os found, and: 
how.tobe attain certainly'no __ | 
Gobmrl.as . Godandyr fendeth, es of, and. wy 2 
eth the z lacs three 'And, 2. As he a ger] knew it, is 
fo he beſt knew how to preſcribe ants Mankitid che. 
— method to attain it.. To Men he ſaid, To fear 
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| < And) Wwe need: not d6abt bur it:15 f ; 
ky fs heck beſt knew whae was the:beſt ruleof Wiſdom, WM; 
it to Man;' his beſt of vifible Creatures, dow, 
we haveJuſt reaſsri” to believe he would nat dacervowith 
a faf{&6r deficiene fals/of Wiſdorn ; {ifice- as Wiſdory's 
Se Betty and: Cloryof Man, #6 Wiflon in Man'ſfow 
forthths'Glory, and/Exttllency; and Goodneſs 'of God 
hd: 'confonatit'tothis,” David a wile' King, ard Souls. 
worthe"wiſeſt —_— affirm the fame! _— —_ 111 
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rb go, -who!had- the os Twas wy ing 
ny meer. Man fk th Creation,of Aders ;; that had as 
eee pgng knowlgdge.of allchingsand perſqns; 
mace age i006 buſineſs. to-ſcarch. and enquirk, not only 
! js Madoaft.and Fail; « — 
re -ateſt , opportunury- of wealth, and. power to 
cateſt en enquiry. therein ; this. wiſe, and aff ques tive; pu 
5 as: 5". 16 all his Writings {tiles 
{God and obeying him, the only wiſe meg pb the 
HR that negleQs this Duty, the only fool and mad-man. 
And yetit is ſtrange co ſee bow.lintle this & thowght of or 
eved in tht World: Nay, forithe-woeli pare aloof Wi 
he wiſeſt Man who-hathche] of xd by oegr'7 


or (he Dat him ;; that ſhakes: off the feax of God 


his Fralanggs -or.: the' obedience ::t6; his 

vill, and rp:09 dip ine of f Conſcience, and and by.crafty 
hr heiley,-or Fr poirats or oppreflion;. or by whatſoever 

* 10d may be moſt conducible, beieſics tys ends of profit, 

er, Or plealure, or whatelle: his on vain thoughts 

ad the miſtaken eſtimate of the genecel ty of Men render 

able in this World : And on the other fide he chat go+ 

_ ; himſelf his life, his thoughts, words, ations, ends, 

nd purpoſes with the ſear of Almighty God, with a ſenſe 

ad awe of his: Preſence, accordin to his Word, that 

rivesat a nobler End than ordinarily the World thinks of 

amely Peace with Almighty God... and with:his own: 

art and-Conſcience, = hope and expeRationof Eter- 
TI. a Man is counted ay bn hh, 
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"Man laden with a melatictioly delufion;?' jog 48 
Tate upon a World: hefees 'nort; * "and 
perphetlor the World he ſees. 7 TO, 2f13 10175 
n a ſound 'indtrue Examination'of this buſibd 
weſkat nd that the' Matt that fearerh'God'js"the' wi F 
Manj'and he thatupen that account Yepares/from: evi A 
the Man of greateſt underſtanding T*ſha "ſhew therd 
theſe 70 things 3 +; WhaGit is to fear God; "2: atth 
fear of God is moſt'demonſtratively th&buſt Wiſiowt ; 
; Mankitdand makes a Maiitruly and/teally awiſe Mit 
T Touching the firſt of theſe, Regs Wan AE 
the Soul that is 2s 'riikohy diverſified aSan \ 
whatſoever; which diverſification of this ons 
fromthe diverſification ofthoſe obje&s by which tif 
ions tnoved.' T:ſhellimeontion theſefoips'':5> (257 

'-T. Bear of 'Deſpindency' or Deſperation'; which arife 
Fritnly the fear of- oa! great and important" dariger th fi | 
unavoidable, or at leaſt-ſoapprehended; /and: this' Bn nd 
the Fearthac is here-commended to:Mankind: 

"23. Fear-of Terror or: hemencs> whichis: -uponth l 
(hrſe: :of ſoine- preat? 1m} fit danger; :thar though'pe 
7 res A avoided/.y@ it carries winhce agreat pts. 
bability andirmmediate ps oy err rt as't he fear of Mar uh 
wal pgs, or:afeapthac befalsa Man itdlomet; tina 

place of great confuſion vifble calamity; And this ki 
Almighty'God @ ſometimes effecual and lah 
y Men to ——_ after (ome/great-diſpleaſur 
of: bong Sin;of: Apoſtacy, butthis is nor' thi 
Fmt ft prichaglly andyfineipally meant 
bur theſerwo rote or ol oh | 159Y 
A Fear of Reverexce: or Anfulnel;! and; this Feark : 
principally upon the ſenſe of fome objeR full of Gls 
Mat reatnefs, though polſlibly there &nocaule# . 
expecting any hurt from rhe: perſon or thing thiz-feared 
Thus a Sg bearsa Revereanual Fearto his Prince, fron 
fe feats his Majeſty and: Grandeur: and'chus much 
mary 
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wardahs: Majoſth ar On—_ Fright Godns 
tites:Reverence:ah 'Awfulnchs,. Were: mo 
other/ingretigt 1n that. Fears: Ne -y 241. nyo (nos fear 
me;./ faith the Lord? Will ge paterempblerarnpy Prifeere? 850. | 
Jer. 7, Who would not fear that; G:King -of Nations? hs. | 
: 4<1A. Fear;of- Caution or, Watdlifalnefs; [This thier = 
which the Wiſe:Man:commends;: Trot 28. r4Blefſedio 
the' Man that feareth always. And this fear of Captions a 
dne care and vigilaney nor; to-diſpleale that Perſbh from 
whom-we enjoy qr: hope for:gopdz; the fear of a'Benefas 
Rar,- on of that Perſon from whom we may; upott; fone 
iuſt cauſe or demerit; expe anevil,: as the fear of a-quit 
andrighteous;Judge:: And thele.two latterkinds of Fear, 
_—_ :thaFcar of Reyerenge,.acjl the Fear of Cauriori; 
that :are'the pr nog: '$agredients cotifkicutirig 

this Pear of) God thatchoſe excellent: Men mmatagiacie 


| 2x. troe Wiſdon). 


:; Now: OK Fear of Get a Fm: thoſe right anditrud 
approhenſig nsconcerning Aloughey God, that doemith.a 
of cornaturality. and ſarablenels: excite baghreheſe 

i kinds of Fedr; FS: and thoſe com boke principally theſe 
tore: 1.50 
&f © Arms and Fd ſenſe of the he Zone of Gods: ks 
T hat : > 3 2. moſt excellent, wry s& Beng,: which 
@:ca the-only true God, aker.of all things: 


£ NE to'conflituts:this:Fear, for: FR. 


and;:Lacian-did believe that there © wee God, : ;yer-wers 
withourthe Fear of him. | Sor Hed 

att Atrue and _ One; ſenſe, knontdige. and: yrRr "Ang 
"10 pet the eons Mcgf God. And although all the:Acrry-' 
& ado many-Expreflions and:Declata-. 
by bad his Gb E xceHency;and thereok; allcoms 
8 wibucers advangeond improvethisFear;eſpecially of Re-: 
1.8 Yerence; yettherearslome Artribures that (cem ina more. 
ſpeciall inanner toiexcite anditpilerhaaſieaion.of Beary 
a5 well Fear of Revereness: as:that:of-@auton.and 
Viehagees,; As namely,.:1. The Mi Rnend Cry Ger. 
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T6 Of Wiſtens Aoi 
ewhich the yery Angels of Heaven, it aie confirna 


in anunchangeable eftareof happineſs, carry an inwa 
and expreſs an outward" teverence. 2. Bar'Majeſty al 
Glory without Poweris\notperfetz therelore the {e 
and'knowledge of the Almighty Power:of God is a y _ 
abje& of aur \ ou He doth whatſoever hepleaſeth, Þ 
things had choir Retng fromhim, 2nd have 6ir fope k 
dance orr him. i] 

3. The deep Knowledge of the 'Goadvie nfo Gol; and 
that Goodneſs not only:Immanent in inde Zms 
nent and;Communicative's And from this: Diffakve n 
Communicative Goodneſs. of God all things' had theirs 
ual Being, and fron him*they do enjoy! it; And be ws 
thele Ga Ineſſes of God,”the Immanent-and'Emaneit 
Goodnefles- are the nobleſt 'exciters 'of the: leſt Fez e 
2 Fear'fpringing from: Love, and: that Love fixing up i 
the Immanent Goodneſs of God whids' altogethe 
lovely and perfe&; and ſo upon the'/Emanene and; Cout 
munieative Goodneſs of God, as he' is' our Benefaot} 
and wherever there-is Love; there” 1s the Fear bock'« i 
Reverence and Caution.-: We canniot ene yup ape k 
and reverence, aud be carefulto obſerve and pleaſe what 
ſoerer:wethus love; "the intrinfick nature of that which 
we love for its own. worth'and perfeQions binds us byy 
kind of 'natural-bond of refule to reverence” and honour] ? 
and the extrinfick emanation of that? MO hve Be 
us't0 reverence and eſteem, and honour it'aFour F 
faQor by adouble bond, vis. firſt, of eg mere or E 

tohim chat Comemiunicares chis 
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_ ſo'there a dy neceſſibtys Gap both *« pou 
rence and Caution,' even'upon -printiples of IFTO0e; 4 
there 


X OL 


- 


CITY a7 


_— were all-the- —_ Morives þee3 jon Magi: 

4 pco'if-this one: ances, the fear of God would:be-in 
1 a igreat meaſure abated; for what availeth reverence as 
189 caution, if. he to,whom i 1t.1s intended do not know!it2 
'And:what damage can be ſuſtained by a negletar omil- 
fon of that-:Bear, if:God Aly knew. not2.. The 
want of chis Conkderation hath made even thoſe Atheiſts 
that\yet acknowledged a God ; fuchwere Epicny as Dia- 
£ords,\Luereties,; ' \Laician and others: Ro the: | 
phers;\and ſuch-was Thiphoy his Oppreſior, Fob 225 13- 
ON How: doth Gab know 7+ 4nd can -he judge through the thick 
8 Cloud? or. David's: Faol, Pſals 94 9. The Lord Roma 1 
0 ſre;\ neitber ſhed the: God of Jacob: regard. But the Alb 

9 knowing God:ſearcheth the ve Thoughts, and knows 
8 che Heart,::and all the; Aftions of -qur Lives ; Not @' werd 
yr ny pro pr Fee pep TE 

F-: A:deepr © s Purity 

wich muſt needs cauſe in him an averſne unto,. and/a 
horrence of whatſoever is lanful drug 4e 1x0 Laſtly,: ow 
ſence of the Juſtice of 'Ged, nor only/an inherent \Jultice; 
7 which 15: the rectitude of his Natorez: feet, og: 
5. rare Juke, that will moſtcertainly diſtribute re- 
wards: to obedience; ' obſervance; and: the. Fear of-his 
I Name, but puniſſiments to the diſobedient and thoſethat 
 have:no Pear Is him before their Eyes. -i The deeprcom> 
Bf Gdcration and ſenſe of theſe Attributes of the Divine Pot- 
F ok nepkeate bigliche Tags of BenaninD od 
che: Fear:of Caution; :or Fear: of offending either - by 
ow = dilpleale God, or of amicing 
ff wh Butalchou en kemledgs of Mawes Goland | 
4 ws Atrributes, ey july juſtly excitea Fear:both of Reveranca. 
;and.Cautiong::yet without the.knowledge of lamething 
pr” elle, thatHour wall ber extravagant and: difordecly;:and. 
ff fomerimes. EA, ;oriſtrange: 0xorbicangy;/i Tk 
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18 Df 105 ſadini\ and 
thisFear, of in the'exprefſions of it, anda want of reg 
laricy ofduty or gbedience;; if a/Mativknow that Almigh 
God is juſt,” ind will reward obedience andpuniftedl 
ience;' yeraf he knows nocwhar he:will havei don 
or oifiitred,! he wilVindeed fear co:difpleaſe thim,;-buply 
wilwor know-how toipleaſe or to:obeyhitm::Theretay 
befides che former; there muſt be a Knowledge of: rhe! Wi 
* Lew of God itvthings to be-dorje or -omizred.:c Tim 
Law'of God hath' a doable Inſcription; -v. in' Nature; ant 
chat is again'7wo-fold4- firſt; Dhe/matural Rudiments«y 
Morality and Piercy wrirten 1h the'Hearc ;:fecondly, {ug 
#! afs deducibls by the'exerciſe-dF: Natural reaſqn'am 
light ; for oven from the notion of God there'do-refltſh 
ceriam conſequences of Natural-Pitty\and Rehgion;..gyc 
thac the is to od ed unto, to: be pravſed; thas he 
to dvimitaced as fartorth as is poflibie'by-us;- therefore 
hes holy, beneficene/good,'andmerciful;ſo.muſt webl 
%>\Bur we have amore excellete Franſcripr:of: che Dy 
vine Will; namely the\Hoh Scripruresy-! which therefan 
44Man that fears God will ſtudy,-bbſeeve; :and pratticg 
as' berg the beſt Rule how 'ro'obey hint And the eo 
fear of God arifiaguponthe ſenſe:of hisBeing and> Art] 
buces-will- make'ritatd? Man -very-:ſohcitous to: know: thi 
Wall:of God, and howhewill be: worſhipped; and ſervad 2: 
andiwhat hewould have:to'be'dorig;-or-nocto be dbnof 
Andxherecfore ſfince-che glorious Godrhath ſo far candid} 
ſ{cended;-as byhis Providence to fend-us ia array of 
his Mind, Will, and-Law;: he will-be very thankful tori 
very ftudiousof ny wuth delighted im-it, very: :onriaus ty 
EE ERECT 
» ay » ana con | atertimt great God whom 
he fears;-this Word he believes: iand —_ as - his gre# 
Charter; andinthisWord-he findsnuchto; excite; and 
regulate, and diredtifhis Fear of Gadi;/he ſecs Example 
of rhe. Divine Juſticeagainſt the: Offenders -of his Law; 
obithe-Divine- Bounty/inzcewardingitheobedicnce to th 
Thigatangs or ;on6: hand; * Promiles:::9n-/ the mg hal 
sf | ; Greatal 


£314 


| - the Fear of Gad, © 19: 
ll Greater manifeſtations of the Divine Goodneſs in the Re- 
ab obligations as well to fear as to love ſuch a Bene- 


Fo 3 +4 ; 

TE} And thus far of the kinds of the Fear of God, and 
ofthe Cauſes or Objects exciting it: Now. let us ſee how 
itdothappear that this Fearing Man is the Wiſe man, and 

aw the Fear of God diſcovers it [elf to be the true, and beſt, 

Te Wiſdom; which will appear 1n theſe: particular 
onliderations following, Bs 

-4. Many learned\/Men conſidering that great fimilitude 

1d-image of Ratiocination, in ſome Brutes eſpecially, 
zave therefore declined to define a Man by his Reaſon, 

.Wbecauſe of that analogical ratiocination which they find 
in Brutes, but define a Man by his Religion, Homo eff animal 
religioſum;; becauſe 1n this they find no. communication or 
ſimilicudg- of natures and operations berween Men and 
brute Beaſts: For man 1s:the only vifb!e Creature that 
expreſieth any inclination: to Religion or- the ſenſe of a 
8 Deicy, or any exeiciſe of it, I do not ſtand tojuſtifiethis 
ns Opinien in all particulars, only theſe things are moſt cer- 
Wain; 7. That only the Humane Nature ſzems to have 


tain 
7 anylenſe or impreffion of any regular Religion upon it. 
a8 2: Thatthe ſenſe of a Deity and Religion relulting from 
v8 1t; 15 the: great ennobling, and advance, and pertection 
{9 of the Humane Nature D 3. That take away the Fear of 


God, all ſenſe and uſe of Religion falls ra the ground, $5 
that the: Fear of God is the great Foundation of Religion, 
and conſequently the-great engobling and advance of 
mgne;:Nature;' that ſeems almoſt as great a prelation. 
of a Man truly religious above an 1rreligious Man, as to 
operation and uſe, as there 1s between an irreligious Man® 


@ retrt- 
bution 
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20 Bf Wiſdem and 
bution toevery Man according tothe merits of tus Cauk 
2. Comutetive, which is in al{ civi} contrats: and dey 
lings between Perſons, as dealing honeſtly, keepiy 
promiſes ; and alng planner, fincericy, and truth an 
a Man ſaith, or : And both theſe kinds of Julti 
are effefts of excellene Wiſdom z wirhout thele,  Staty 
and Societies, and Perſons fall into diſorder, confuliog 
and diffolution : ard therefore thole very men that han 
not this Juſtice and Righteoulſneſs,. yet honour and valy 
thoſe that have ic, and uſe it. And the Fear of Almighy 
God is that which begateth arid- improveth both hel 
kinds of Juſtice. H it was that Moſes, in his choig 
of Judges, dire&s that they ſhould be Mer fearing Gu 
and bating Covetouſneſ; : Feboſhaphat, in; his Charge to hy 
Judges, chought this the beſt expedient to contain 'the 
within the bounds of Juſtice, to put them 1n- remem 
brance before whom, and for whom, they are to-judg 
And the very Heathens themſelves were ſome of they 
uſed to ſet an empty Chair in the place of Judicature, 4 
an Emblem of the Preſence of: God, 'the invifible, and 
yet all-ſeeing God, as preſent in the Courts of Juſtics 
obſerving all the Judges do; and this they eſteemed an; 
excellent means to keep Judges cotheir Duty, by repro is 
ſenting to themthe Glorious God beholding them.. . F 
as thus in diſtributive Juſtice, the Fear of God is a greali «1 
means to keep and 'improve-it; ſo in commutatin]- 
Juſtice, the Fear'of God gives a fecret, and powerful] 
Law to a Man to. keep and obſerve it. And hence ite; 
that Foſepb could give no greater aſſurance to his Bre'R 
thren, of his juſt dealing with chem than this; Ges, 44 a 
© 
& 
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18, Tha do, for I fear God: and on the ather fide 4brs 
bem could have 'no greater cauſe of ſuſpicion of ill and 
_ unjuſt dealing from the People with whom he converſe 
than.this, that they wanted the Fear of God, Gen. 20. rh 


Becauſe I ys bt the Fear of God: was nat in thu place, &G 

The ſenſe of the Greatne(s, and Majeſty, and Power, 

and Juſtice, and all-ſecing Preſence :and- Command oj; 
| Almightyf 


 ' the Fear of God. 21 


© Almighty God, lays a greater obligation and ent 
ol upon « Heart fearing God, to deal juſtly and honeſtly, 
chaveliche Terrors of Death it ſelf can do: p 
"And if any one ſay, How came it to paſs that the Hea- 
then that knew nor, and therefore. feared not the true 
God; were yetgreataſſerters, maintainers, and pradtiſers 
of all civil Juſtice and Righteouſneſs berween Man and 
Man? 1 ſay, though they knew nat the true God; they 
knew there was a God, whom (though ignorantly) they 
feared: And this imperfe& and broken Fear of God 
wasthe true Cauſe of that Juſtice and Righteouſneſs that 
was ſincerely, and not for oftentation, praiſed among 
them ;' and though they miſtook the true God, yet in 
this they were not miſtaken that there was'a God ; and 
this Truth had that great prevalence upon them to. do 
juſtly: And if that 1imperfe& fear of God in:them did fo 
wack prevail as to make them fo juft, how much more 
muſt the true knowledge and the fear of; the true: God 
prevail to adyance. Righteouſneſs and- Juſtice in them 
that have that Fear of God in their Heares? _ 42.5 
3. Ic is a great part of Wiſdom that concerns a Perſon 
in theexerciſe of the Duties of his Relations, and indeed ic 
is'4 great-part of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs. Now the 
Fear of Almighty God hath theſe ewo great — | 
 cheretn : Firſt, The Will of God inſtrutsexactly all Re+ 
© lations in their Duties of thoſe reciprocal -Relations;. and 


= this Will of God is revealed in his Word, which contains 


vt cxcellent Precepts of all kinds ſuitable to: eyery ſeveral 
Relation. Secondly, The Fear of God ſets. theſe Dire- 
"2 tians cloſe upon the. Heart, and is a ſevere and conſtane 
6Bobligationto oblerverhem 5 And fo this Fear of God-doth 
Lo * fit, habituate, guide, and oblige a Man co-the 
02 Duties of his ſeveral -Relations: It makes2 good Magj- 
bi ſtrare;: a good Subject 5 -2/good Husband, a good Wife; a - 
gond Father, agoad/Child ; a good Maſter, a good Ser- 

8 vant; inall thoſe ſeveral kinds of goodneſs that are pecu- 

(Y har and proper to. the ſeveral Relations wherein a Man 
El tands. © C3 4+ Sincerity, 


14 * 'Of Wiſalorh 'and 

* 4" Sincerity; Uprigbtneſs; Integrity, atnd Honeſty; are calf © 
tainly-true and real Wiſdom. Ler any man obſerve it whanfifl of 
he will, an Hypoctite, 'or Diſſembler,”or doable hearth = 
Man; though he may ſhuffle it our-for a while, yeratth 


long run, he is diſcovered, and diſappointed, -and berrapi in 


very'much Folly at'the latter end;\when a'/plain,'ſinc | fc 
honeſt Man holds itout to the very laſt 3 fo that the Projiff di 
verb is moſt true; that: Honeſty i the beſt Policy. Now tha 2! 
great Privilegzs of the Fear 'of God 1s, that it makes rc 
Heart hncere and upright, and that will certainly maky 4! 
the words and ARions fo : | For he:is under the ſenſed *! 
the infpefion-and animadverſion of that God that ſearch ©! 
es the Heart; and therefore he dares norlye,nordiſſemblo_y t« 
not flatter, nor 'prevaricate; becauſe:he knows the pure 
all eing righteous God, that loves Fruth and Integrin * 
and-hareslying and diflimulation, |beholds,:and ſees,” ani V: 
obſerves himy/ and knows his:thoughts, words and aftion #1 


' Tris'rrue, thacivain-glory, and oftencation, and''reputay} 


{ 


/ 
j 


| 


tion, and deſigns and ends: may- many: times render the rl 
outward a&idns ſpecious and fair; when the Heare rumfi} * 
«quice anotherway;-and accordingly*; would :frame. chef P 
a&ions; if thoſe ends:and defigns,” and vain-glory ani 
ntation .were not in the way | but the fear of Gol ® 
begins wich the Heare, and purifies and re&ifies itz "and > 
from:che. Heart thus! rectified grows a conformity 1n the y 
Lite,: the Words, and Adtions. 5 © 72.5. © 2010 
*711g,” Theigreat Occalion and Reaſon of the folly of Mas 
kind-ate, 1: Theunrulinz(s and want of Government"s 
the'enſua}: appetite of Luſts :'Hence.grows intemperand} 
and exceſsincatingand drinkingunlawfuland exorbita 
lufts; and theſe exhauſt theEſtate,waſteand confame the! 
Heatth, etnbaſe andimpoveriſhthe'Mind,deftroy'the Re} 
pwration, and-render Men unfir for intluftry and Buſ efs 
3. 'Fhe exorbirancy, and untulineſs, - and'irregylarity-al! 
rhe Paſſions;-as exceſlivelove of thiaggthatare either-nat? 
lovely; or nor deſerving ſo much love;; exceſs of 'Anget, 
which-oftencinres-degenerates rmto malice and revenge; 
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the. Fear. of God. 23 


exceſs of Joy,in light,trivial,inconfiderable matters ; exceſs 
of Fear; where either[no cauſe of fear, or not cauſe of- 
much-fear is :- And theſe exorbitances of Paſſions betray 
the ſuccours of Reaſon, break our injo very fooliſh, vain, 
imprudent Actions,. and fill the Word with much of thac 
folly and diſorder that is every where obſervable. 2. Thoſe 
diſeaſes and diſtempers of the Mind, . as pride, vain glory 
ambition of honour, -and place, and power, infolency, .ar- 
rogancy, envy, covetouſneſs, and the like ; theſe I ſay, 
are ſo many Sicknefſes and Cankers,and rotten Ulcers in 
the Mind; and as they,like the Furies that were let looſe 
out of Pandor's Box do. raiſe 'moſt of thoſe ſtorms. and . 
tempeſts that are abroad in the World, ſo they diſeaſe and 
diſorder, . and beſet the Mind wherein they are; and make 
| their lives a torment to themſelves ; and -put them upon 
very. fooliſh, vain and frantick a&ions ps deportments ; 
and render Men perfe& Fools, Mad-men, and withoar 
underſtanding; and cheir folly is ſo much the greater and 
the more-incurable, that like ſome kind of frantick Men 


they. .think very goodly. of themſelves, think themſelves 
paſling wiſe Men and applaud themſelves; thaugh it 1s 
moſt apparent to any indifferent by-ſtander, that there 
are not. a ſort of yainer fooliſh Perſons under Heaven. 
Naw as we are truly told that the firſt degree and ſtep of 


Wiſdom is co put off Folly, . | - 
| Sapientia prima eff, 
Stultitia carmiſſe — - 


fo it is the method of the Fear of God, the beginning af 
all.crue Wiſdom. to. disburthen a man of theſe Originals | 
and faundations'of folly. Ir gives a Law to the ſenſitive. | 

pperite, brings it1n ſubjz&ion, keeps it within the limits 
and bounds of Reaſon, and of thoſe,Inſtructions and | 
directions that the Wiſe God hath. preſcribed: It keeps | 
it under diſcipline and rule : Ir directs the Paſſionsto their 
proper objects, and keeps them within their due Meaſures 
and within the due lines and Lomie of moderation, and 


Weoits 


24 Of Wiſdom and | 
as becomes a Man that lives in the ſight and obſervation 
the God of Glory, Majeſty, and Holineſs: It cures thols 
diſeaſes and diſtempers of the Mind by the Preſence & 
' this great Preſervative and Cathartick; the Fear of God, 
; If Pride or Vam-glory begin to bud in the Soul, he cons 
fiders that the he fears reſiſts the Proud: Th 
Fear puts a Man-in remembrance of the glorious Majeſty 
of the moſt glorious God; and what is a poor Worn 
that he ſhould be proud or vain-glorious in the preſency 
and fight of that mighty God ? If Ambition or Covetosſ- 
»eſs begin to appear, this Fear of God preſently remens 


bers a Man that the mighty God hath prohibited them] 


that he hath preſented unto us things of greater moment 
-for our defires than wordly wealth, or honour ; that wearg 
all of his honſhold, and muſt content our ſelves with that 
portion he allots us, without prefling beyond the meaſure 
of ſobriety or dependance upon, 'or ſubmifſion to him} 
If Revenge ſtirs in our Hearts, this Fear of God checks tt, 


tells a man that he uſurps God's Prerogative, who hath 


reſerved Vengeance to himſelf as part of his own Sove- 
_ reignty: If that vermih Eevy begins to live and crawl in 
our Hearts, this Fear of God cruſheth it by remembringus 
cthat' the mighty God prohibits ic, that he is the Sovereign 


Lord and Diſpenſer of all things; if he hath given me: 


- lictle I ought to be contented ;- if he hath given another 
more, yet why ſhould my Eye be evil becauſe his Eye 1s 


, good? Thus the Fear of the Lord walks through the Soul, 
; and pulls up thoſe weeds and roots of bitterneſs and Folly} 


\| that ihfeR, diſquiet, diſorder and befool it. 


ſelves andothers: And tiierefore inadvertence and preci- 


A 
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6. Another great cauſe of Folly in the World is Inad-: 
wertence, Inconſiderateneſs, Precipitancy, and'over-haſtinels 
in ſpeeches or a&tions. If Men had but the patience 
many times to pauſe but fo long in ations and ſpeeches: 
of moment as might ſerve to repeat but the Creed or WF 
Lord's Prayer, - many follies in the World would be avoi-: 
ded that do very much'miſchief, borh tothe Parties them- Wi 


pitancy 
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10 Woicancyin things of great moment, and that require mach 
on Fliberarion, muſt needs be a very great Folly, becauſe 


he conſequence of niiſcarriage in them is of greater mo- 
ment. | Now the Fear of the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
>cing actually preſent upon the Soul,and exertingit felf, is 
hegreateſt motiveand obligation in the World co confide- 
ation and attention touching things to be done or ſaid. 
When a man iszo do any thing,or ſpeak in the preſence of 
a greatearthly Prince,the very awe and fear of thatiPrince 

ill give any man very much conſideration | touching 


ih 


of. 
"-Siwhat he ſaith or doth,. eſpecially to ſee that it be con- 


ormable to thoſe Laws and Edics that this Prince hath 
ade. - Now the great God of Heaven and Earth hach, 
n his Holy Word, given'us Laws and Rules touching 
pur words and actions; and what we are to ſay or do, 
s to be ſaid or done in no leſs a preſence than the pre- 
ence of the ever-glorious God, who ſtrialy eyes and ob- 
erves every Man in the World, with the very ſame ad- 
7ertence, as if there were nothing elſe for him to oblerve: 
\nd-certainly there cannot be imagined a greater engage- 
ent co advertence, and attention, and. confiderarion 
an this : And therefore if the action or ſpeech be of any 


moment, a man that fears God will conſider, 1. Is this 


awful tobe done or not? if it-be not, how ſhall [ do 
his great evil and [in againſt God? 2. Batif it be law- 
ul, yer1s it fit? is ic convenient ? is it ſeaſonable? if 
ot, chen I will not doic, for it becomes not that Pre- 


ence before whom [I jive. 3. Again, if the thing be 


awful and fit, yet I willicontidec how it is to be.done, 
rhat are the moſt ſuitable circumſtances to the honour 


nd good pleaſure of that great God before whom. | 


and. And this advertence and confideration doth nog 
dnly: qualifie my ations and words with wiſdom and pru- 
lence; in contemplation of the Duty Lowe to God,. bus 
gives an excellent opportunity very many times by 


ziving pauſe and deliberation in reference to my duty ta 


70d, to-diſcoyer many humane ingredients. of Wildom 
; C 4 and . 


and Prudeice requiſite to the choice of actions and words 
anidthe manner of doing them: So that befides the greats 
advantage of confideration 'and advertence, in relarig 
to: Almighty God ,- ic doth'*fuperadd this 'advantyy 
alſo for opportunity thereby of humane prudential conh 
derations, which otherwiſe by haſte 'and precipitancet 
Attions or Words would be loſt; * and it habituates th 
 'Mindtoa temper of Caution; Advertence, and Conſids 
ration in matters as well of ſmaller as of greater momenh 
and ſo makea wiſe, attentive, and'confiderate Man. 

7. It mightily advanceth and improverh rhe worth ay 
excellency of moſt humane Actions in the World, and:makt 
them a nobler kind of a thing than otherwiſe withouti 
they would be. Take a Man that is employed as a State 
man or Politician,” though we have much wiſdom ahi 
prudence, it commonly degenerates into craft, and cur 
ning, and pitiful ſhuffling, without the Fear ot God: by 
mingle the Fear of Almighty God with that kind of Wik 
dom, it renders it noble, and geggrous, and ſtaid; andy 
neſt, and ſtable. Again a Man that is much acquainte 
with the ſubtiler kind of Learning, as Philoſophy for In 
ſtance, without the Fear of God upon his Heart, 1twi 
carry him over topride, arrogance, ſelf-conceir, curiofny, 
preſumption: but mingle it with the Fear of God, it wi 
ennoble that knowizdge, carry 1t up to the honour: an 


glory of that God that is the Author of Nature, to thei * 


admiration of his Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs; it wil 
keep him humble,' modeſt, ſober , and yerrather withaq 
advance than detriment\to his knowledge. Take a Mat 
induſtrious in his' Calling, without.the fear of God wit 
it, he becomes a-drudge to worldly ends, vexcd when dil: 
appointed, overjoyed in ſucceſs : mingle but the fear a 
God with,ic, it will not abate his induſtry bur ſweeten't; 
1 he proſper hes thankful to God that gives him-powerty 
et Wealth; if he miſcarry he is patient under the will and 
!{penſation of the Gad he fears; it rurns the very employ 
. ment of his' calling'to a kind of religious duty. and uy 
| | F: 


k 
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iſe. of his Religion;wichoue damage.or detriment to-it,-; 
-$. The Fear of od is cercaialy the greateſt /Wi{d 
vecauſe jt:renders. the Mind full of Srangaility, and evenneſs 
# all ſtates and conditions; for he looks up to the greatLord. 
ofthe Heavens-and,/Earth, conſiders what he Goramangs 
and requires;retngmbersthat heobſerves and eyesall men; 
knows that his Providence governs all things, and-this | 

zeps him Nill even and ſquare without any conſiderable. | 
alteration, whatever his condition 1s. Is he rich,proſperous,. / 
Treat? yet he continues ſafe, becauſe he continues humble, 
witchful, advertent, leſt he ſhould be deceived and tran{- 
ported; -and he iscarcful to be the more thankful,and th 
more watchful becauſe the command of his God, andthe | 
nature of his:condition requuresit.:. Is he poor, neglected, 
unſucceſsful 2 yer he remains ftill patient, hamble,comen-/ 
ted; thankful; dependent upgt- the God he fears, . And; 
ſurely every man muſt needs agree, that ſuch a man. is a 
wiſer man than. he. who is ever changed and tranſported 
with his condition; that if he be-rich or powertul, thereis 
nothing more vain, proud, inſolent than he; and again, 
let his condition become poor, low, deſpiſed, there is no- 
thing under Heaven more deſpondent,diſpirited;heartlels, 
diſcontented and tortured than ſucha Man: and all for 
the want of the Fear of Almighty God, which being once 
put into the Heart,like the Tree put by Moſes intoche Wa» 


IF ters, cures the diſorder and unetinels of all conditions, 


+/9. In as much as the crue Fear of God is always ming» 
led with the knowledge of the Will of God,. and:that 
Will is contained moſt fully-in his written Word, it mult . 
needsþe that a;man that truly fears the Lord, ;and inftru-/ 


( \ ed in the Word, of God, the Precepts thereof mult needy / 
of © be deeply digeſted into his Mind. - Now. as this, Ward is 


the Word. of the ever-wile God, and therefore certainly 
muſt be full of. moſt wiſe dire&ions: Solet any man but 
impartially. and. deeply. conſider the Preceprs contai- 
ned-in the Hord of God, he ſhall afſuredly find the-beſt 


| diretions.1n the World, for all_ kind of moral anddivine 


i{dom;. 
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Wiſdom: And I oy ſay, that in all othy 
Books of Morality there are not fo ſound, deep, certain 
evident Inftruftions of Wiſdom (yet moſt ſtrictly je 7nned 
with Innocence and Goodneſs.) as there are in this on 
Book, as would beeafily demonſtrable even to a reaſow 
able judgment ; but this is too large a Theme for thy 


16," Bat beſides all this, there is yet « ſecret, but a mil 
certain truth, that highly improveth chat Wiſdom, which 
the Tear of the Loid bringerh;, and char'® this, Th 


choſe that truly Fear God Tire a Secret Guidance from't 
higher Wiſdom than whit is barely humane z namely, i 
the Spirit of Truth and Wiſdom, that doth really and truly; 
bue ly prevent arid dire& them: And let no mii 


think that this is a piece of Fanaticiſm. Any man that (it 
cerely and truly fears Almighty God, relies upon him, call 
upon him for his guidance anddireRtion, hath it as really 


as the Son' hath the counſel and dire&ion of his Father: 


a_ though — tube myo St Pq - the — 
ways perceptible to e, yet 15 equally as real as if # 
man heard the Voice ſaying, This « the way, walk init: 
And this ſecret direion of Almighty God 

{cen in matters-relating to' the good of the Soul; but it 
may alfo be found-in the great and momentous concerns 


of this life, which a good man, that fears God and begy 


his dire&ion,ſhall very often,if not at all times find. 2.Be- 


tides thisdire&ion, a good man, fearing God, ſhall find 
; Hu Bleſkng upon him. Iris true that the porion of men 
fearing God 15 nat im this Life; oftentimes he meets with: 
croſſes, "afMictions and troubles in it, hisportion is of 4 
higher and 'more'excellent ſtate and condition than this # 
Lite : a man'that fears God hath alſo his bleſſing in 
this Life, even in'relation to his very temporal condition ?? 
For either his honeſt and juſt intentions'anid endeavours: 
are bleſſed with ſucceſs and'comfort; or if-they be not"! 
yeteven his: crofſes and diſappointments are turned into” 
a Blefling; for they make him more humble ay an Qs 
| WY ecming, 


principally 


> 
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getning this preſent. World, and ſetting his Heart wiper 
Hs —_—— For 1t 1s —_ Truth, That 


I ng: ſhall work together for the belt t0:thac love 
find fear: Almighty God, and therefore certainly: ſuch a 


nani15sthe wileſt man. ee £3 
x1» But yer further; Certainly it is one of the greateſt 
ridences of Wiſdom to provide: for the future, and to 
wide for thoſe:things for the future that are of greateſt 
oment, importance and uſe. Upon this account the 
Vile Man; Prov. 30.25, admires the wiſdom of the'Ant, 
1 ure, that yet provides his meat in/Sum- 


Creature, 


t 
mer ; and weeſteem it the Folly of Children and Prodi- 


als inthis chat they have no proſpect for the future how 
7 ſhall ſubſiſt - hereafter. Now the wiſdom of man 
t feareth God diſcovereth ir ſelf in-this, that it pro- 
ides and-lays-up a and ſafe ſtore for the future, 


h nd:that in reſpect of theſe three kinds of futurities, 1.For 


EE Ls EI mi ak th 8 i ov a Bs 5 


he fiiture part of his Life : 2. For the future evil.days: 
. Forthe future life that is to take place after. this pre- 
nt{hort uncertain and:tranſitory Li | rs lic 
1, In reſpe& of che future time of bis life. It is true our 
wes in this World: are but ſhort at beſt, and together 
vith chat ſhortneſs, they are very uncertain, But yet the 


nan fearing God makes a due and ſafe proviſion for thae 


ture portion of his Life, how ſhort or how long ſoeyer 
be. 1. Bya conſtant walking in. the Bear of God he 
anſmits tothe futurepart of his Life, a quiet, ſerene, and 
air Conſcience, and avoids thoſe evil fruits and ;conſe- 


Juences which a ſinful Life produceth, even in the after- 
ime. of man's Life, The bruiſes and hurts we receive in 
X outh;-are many times more painful in Age than when: 


ve firſt received them. Our Lives are like Husbandmen's 
2ed&-time; if we ſow evilSeedsin the time of our Youth, = 
may-be they may live five,” ten, or more;years ' 
ty come-up to a full- Crop, and paſlibly then we taſte 
& fruit-of thoſe evil ways in atvunquier. mind or Con- 

of that evil Seed. All 


this 


lence, or: ſome other ſour effects 
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this inconveniency a-Man fearing God prevents, andi 
ſtead thereof reaps a plealing and comfortable. fruit ofj 
walk in-che Fear -of God, namely a quiet-Conſcieng 
and an eyen, ſettled; -peaceable Soul. 2. But beſides th 
by this means he keeps his Intereſ# in, and Peace withig 
ugh) .God, and makes: ſure of the.:beſt Friend iny 
World for the. after-time of his Life, to whom he is 
to have acceſs at all times and upon all. occaſions mw 
comfort and acceptance; for it is aninfallible Truth,7 
God Almig bty-never forſakes any man that forſakes not bimfaj 
+ The Second Futurity istbe future evil Day, which m 
moſt certainly overtake every Man, : either the day-of fo 
ble and decrepit age,.or the day of fickneſs, or the day 
death ;/and _ all:thoſe the true Fear of God makg 
fafe and excellent proviſion : So that although he mayy 
avoid them, he may have a comfortable paſſage throug 
them ;- and in the midſt of all theſe black Elouks thew 
neſs of a good Conſcierice fearing God, and the evideny 
of the Divine Favour will ſhine into the Soul like a brig 
Sun with comfort, when aman ſhall be able with Hezebid. 3 
If.-38. 3. to appeal to Almighty God, Remember now; WW he' 
Lord, I beſeech thee, bow I bave walked before thee in truly - -} 
and in uprightneſs of heart, and have done:that which wala 
good itn 1 febs : This will be a Cordial under the faintneWror 
of old age, a-reliefunder the pains c£ ſickneſs, and cured 
the fear of Death it felf, which to ſuch a. Soul will be onli;, 
agate and paſſage to a Life that will be free from all-painWn'; 
andinfirmities, a Life,of Glory and Immortality. - 1Mprq 
-3- The Third Futurity is che Life and State after Dealieſt 
Moft certainit isthat ſuch a State there will be, and. thy 
it is: but: of ewo kinds, |a State of everlaſting Happineh 
ora State of everlaſting Miſery ; and that all Men wi { 
the World do moſt certainly belong to one of theſe emil$.x 
States or. Conditions: And asitis moſt juſt and equal, (lF$ x 
A 
4 
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tis moſtrrue, thatthey that truly.fear Gad; andobey his 
through Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be-partakers of that everlaſting 


Rate of bleſſedne(s and immortal happineſs; And on th 
oth 


TW © 
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xlier fide; they that reje the Fear of God, contemn. ard 

Hiſobey his Will, ſhall; without crue repentance,” be ſub- 

&toa ſateof everlaſting Miſery; 'Now hereinthe trueſt 

nd-greateſt wiſdonrof a Man-appears, that be duly: pro- 

ides againſt the latter,and to obtain the former ; all ae 

Vidomof Men,cither tO ger humane Learning, Wealth; 

dnour, Power, ' all Wiſdom" of Stateſmen- and-'Politi- 

ans, in compariſon of this Wiſdom, is but vain-and tri- 

ial And this is the Wiſdomthatthe Fear of God teach» - 

h and bringeth with 1c '1nto the Soul : | x. It provides a+ 

pain} the greateſt: of Evils, the everlaſting ſtate of Mis- 

ery; and Infelicity,andeternal Death: 2. lc provides for; 

nd attains aneverlaſting eſtate:of bleſſedneſs and /happis 

zels;of reſt and peace, of glory and-1amortalicy, and 

ernallife; a/ſtareof that happineſsand glory thatexceeds 

xpreflion and. apprehenſion ; for Ee bath not':ſerm;; mop 

Eqr heard, neither have _— into the: heart of Man, the 

bings that God hath laid up for thems that lowe him z 1 Cor. 2: 

g adtbey only truly:love God,: that truly fear him ; Mad. 

3: t3:4nd they (namely, that fear God): ſhall be mine, ſaith 

be Lord, inthat day\when I make:up my Fewels, © 

::And now. for the Concluſion of this whole matter, letns 
1aw.make a ſhort Compariſon between the Perſoni that fear = 

wt:God, and rhoſt that truly fear him; and then letany man 

adge who 1s'the Foo), and who'isthe wiſe Man.” A Man 

ath but a-very'ſhort uncertain-time in this Life, which 

n\compariſon of Eternity; 15 teſs than a moment..' The 

zreat God of Heaxven'in his word affures us thatthereisan 

ſtare of immortaliry after chis/Lafe,"'and.thar chat immors 

aleſtate is but 'of rwo kinds; an eſtate of never dying mi- 

27y;or an eftate of. endleſs glory: and tells them, *:Hf'you 

fear me and obeythoſe eafte Commandstharare'contais 

-nedin'the-Book ofi the Holy: Scriptures, which-V.have 

giver: you, - you ſhall infallibly-attain everlaſting: life 

and happineſs, and; even inthis preſent Life, ſhall have 

WF" che influence and preſence of my favour, co ſupporty to 

” diret andblefs you; On the other fide if you _ my 

5 pa * Fear, 
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* Fear and reject my Commands, and prefer the Y! 
* ful and vain deluſions: of this preſent Life, before 
© obedience of my Will, and nerf {4 impenitently it 
*your portion ſhall be:everlaſting miſery. ' And” now 
corny Life and rage. Death being ſer before: 
children of men, there are a fort of men that rather ch 
to diſdbey. che Command of God, 'Teje&t his Fear, and 
this, thatchey may enjoy the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſo 
thoſe pleaſures that are fading and dying that leave| 
hind them a ſting, \ we renders their very - gran bi 
ter, and that make even that very little Life they enjoy 
but a Life of diſcomfort and unhappineſs, in ſpite ofi 
their pleaſures, or be they as fincere as their own he 
can. pramiſe them,-yert they are but for a ſeaſon, a 
thatin its longeſt period is but ſhort, but is uncertain-alhs 
a little inconſiderable accident, the breech of « Vein, 1 
ill Air, a little 54 digeſted portion of that exceſs wherti 
delight, may puta period to all thoſe pleaſures, an 
at life; in a year;:im a week, ina day, in an how 
In an unthoughe moment, before 2 man hath: opporcunit 
to conſider, to bethink himſelf, orto repent; and the 
the door of Life and Happineſs is ſhut: - Again there a 
_ a-fart. of Men chat conſider this great Propolal, and ch uk 
the Fearof Almighty God, and with it Eternal Life, an 
ard content to deny: themſelves in things unlawful, -to; 
bey Almighty God, to keep his Favour, 'ts wallc hun ") 
with _—_ accept: of - wry _ _ —_— a0 
uponthegTermspropoun mighty int” 
practice of this Fear they enjay his Favour, and Preſen& 
and Love ; and after this Life ſpent, whether it be bog 
Hou, and whethertheir Death be livgring or fuddey 
the next moment after death to enjoy an immat 
K Life 'of glory and happineſs. Judge then vel 
theſe:isthe eruly Wiſe Man, whether this be nat a Try 
beyond diſpute': The Fear of Ged that's Eran 
depart = no evil # Underftanding, . + 
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or I determined not to know any thing among you, 
ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him Crucified. S's] 


a 5 the Led; nding is the higheſt Faculey of the 
Rae Drona becauſe nar. 


the. Regularity of the Motions or Actings of the 
8 + - Will and AﬀeRtions: So Knowledge is the-pro- 
creſt and _nobleſt A& or Habit of that Faculey,. and 
Avithout which .ic 1s without its r end and employ- 
nent, and the whole Man without a: due guidance ahid - 
&Pireftion; Hol. 4. 6. My people periſh for want of knowledge. 
| as Knowledge 15 the proper buſineſs of that:great 
Faculty, ſothe. Value of that Knowledge, or employment 
f the Underſtanding, - is diver/fjed according to- 

Qt about which 3t is exerciſed :-For: though all Know- 
edge of the moſt differing SubjeQs agree in this «ne com- 
non Excellence, viz. the right repreſentation of the __ 

5 it is, unto the Underſtanding; or: the pr nos 
he Image created in the Underlizading, unto — 
aw 4 objealy 


of 
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objealy united toit, which is Truth in the Underſtanding 
"Yet it muſt needs be, that according to the various val 
end degyees of the things to be known, there ari{ah 
divetfity of che value or worth of that knowledge; th 
which 1s of a thing more noble, uſeful, precious, m 
needs be a more noble, uſeful, precious Knowledge, 
rdingly, more to be d tired? 7 V5 E 
There have been doubtleſs, many excellent Underſt 
dings that have been ca about an exact diſqui 
tion of ſome particular Truth, which though as Tru 
they agree 1n a common value with all others, yet in; 
{ps& of their narure, wiſe and value,arevfinargreat mi 
ment, whether known or not: as concerning the preci 
time of this or that paſlage in ſuch a prophane Hiſtog 
the Criticiſm ef thisor that Latin word or the like ; whi 
though by accident, and by way of concomitance, the 
may be of conſiderable uſe, when mixed with, or relatu 
to. eng-other 'matter of -.moment;;\. yet .in_themſeh 
havetictle Value, becauſe: little Uſe... Others have { 
their Thoughts in acquiring of Knowledge in ot 
ſpecial piece of Nature, the fabrick of the Eye; 
progreſſion of - generation-in'a Egg;-the relation/w 
proportion of Numbers; Weights, Lines;' the genecatk 
of Merals: And-theſe, as they haveia:relative cdnlig 
rawpat:dicover andifet forth the Wiſdomiof the gre 
Crcatarjor topublick Uſe, have:grett- worth in chem 
-bot-mochemſelves, - though they have chis-excellencet 
'Truttvin them, and contequently imcheir-kind feed a 
.giretighd roche Underſtanding; which is-a power that 
naturally ordained/unto;, and greedy of; and delighted! 
'Truth;/chough of a low-and inferiour Conſtitution ;-yi 
thay-aro-nor of chat 'eminence /and'worch':as Truths! 
--nonrenpan ig either” higher,- or more uſeful, 'or dural 
we: 21, LET Ef, ; 


2n:As vixce our Saviour; ; in relation: of things to be dot 
Pronounced-One thing only; neceſſary, Luke-10, 42. ''S 
1the'Apeſtle;among the many things thatare to a l 


| | of Chriſt Crucified. ey 35 | 
fixeth-in the ſame One thing neceſſary to be known; 


Chriſt Jeſus-and him Crucified: 
:> [There are three: Steps : TY OE AS Tee 
iT,» Nor to: know | any thing, Notas if all other knowledge 
were condemned: Meſes's Learning was not charged up- 
on him-as a fin; 'Paul's ſecular Learning was not. con- 
demned, but ufefut to him-3 to be knowing in our calling; 
in cthe.qualities and diſpoſicions* of Perſons, in ths Laws 
ungder-which we live, 1n the modeſt .and ſober inquiries 
of | Nature: and Arts, are not only.not condemned, but 
commended and uſeful, and ſuch as tend to. the ſetting 
forth the Glory of- the God of Wiſdom. Even' the di- 
ſcretion of the-Husbandmen God-owns as his, 1/e. 28.26. 
| For bis God doth inſtru bim to diſcretion, and doth teach bim. 
But we muſt determine to know nothing i* compariſon of 
that other knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, as the Apoſtle coun- 
ted what things were gatin,yet to. be loſs for Chriſt, Phil.4; 
7. ſo we are to:eſteem that knowledge of other things, 
otherwiſe excellent,uſeful, admirable; yet to be bur folly, 


and vile in compariſon of the knowledge of Chriſt.. And 
this requires, {21-36 PF 

1. A true and right Eſtimate of the Value of the know- _ 
tedge of Chriſt Feſds above other knowledge and conſequent- 


ly-an infinite preferring thereof before all other knowledg 
1nvur judgments, defire, and delight: And the prepon- 
deration of the knowledge of Chrift above other know- 
ledges exce/ls moſt knowledge in all che enſuing partics- 
lars, but excellsall knowledge in ſome; and thole of moſt 
CONncernment, ; 

t.: Io the certainty of it. Moſt other knowledges ate ei- 
ther ſuch as we take in by our Senſe and Experience 3 and 
therein; though it 1s true that the groſs part of our know- 
ledge, that is neareſt to our ſenſe, -hath ſomewhat of 
certainty in it, yet when we come to ſublimate and cal- 
te, | and infer that Knowledge into univerſal or general 
Concluſions, or to make deductions, ratjocinations,, and 
determinations from them, ww we {azl; and hence grew 

tne 
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the difference between many Philoſophers. Again, 
knowledge that we elicit from ſenſe, 15 but very narray 
if ie Rand there : for the forms: of things, the! matter y 
ſubſtance, which is the ſubje& of Nature, : are not eafth 


perceptible by ſenſe ; we ſee the colour and the figuniy 


andthe variations of that, 'but we do from-thence onj 


make conje&ures concerning the forms, ſubſtances, ani 
matter: Or they are ſuch as we receive by Tradition, wl 

ther hiſtorical or dofrinal; and the former depends upg 
thecreditof the Relator, which-moſt an end depends upg 
anothers credit, anW ſo vaniſheth into much uncertaing 
unleſs the Authors be'very.authentick and eye-witneſlg; 
And as to matters dodirinal, fti]l that depends upon th 


Opinion of a Man, it may be, deduced upon weak coi 


victions, crofſed by perſons of as great Judgment, andh 
breeds uncertainty, diſtraction, and diflatisfaRion in the 
knowledge. But in the. knowledge of Chriſt, we have gra 
ter certaimty than can be found in any of all theſe otha 
Knowledges. 1. A conſtant Tradition and Reception] 
millions, before he came, that the Meſſias was to come; 
and ſince he came, that in truth he 1s come. 2. Th 
Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and Diſciples, that were purpoſe 
ly choſen to be Witnefles of Chriſt's Miracles, Dodtring 
Saffering, and Reſurreftion. 3. The Miracles he did 
that are witneſſed to us, by a greater conſent of. Tefty 
my than any one part of any Hiſtory of that Antiquig 
4. The Purity, Sandtity, and Juſtneſs of his Doaring, 
which was never attained unto 1n the teaching of the Ply 
loſophers, norever any could,in the leaſt mealure,impeag 
or* blame. 5. The Prophecies ſtiled nioft juſtly by the & 


ſtle a more certain.evidence than che very Viſion of hi 


ransfiguration, and a Voice from Heaven, 2 Per. 1..19 


And fo in truth is a more undeniable Argument than any! 
15; foritis not capable of any fraud or impoſture. - 6. Thai 


wonderful prevailing that the knowledge of Chriſt ha 
| Upon the World, and this not only de fafo, but backs 
with a Prophecy that it ſhould be ſo. 4. The. admirabl 

| concordanc 
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concoidance andfommetry, that' this Myſtery of Chriſt 
makiohrcchs wer bye w/e the proceeding of God in. 
the World; as will/be/eafily'obſervable upon the collation 


bo of cheſe chings rogerher : The Creation; The Fall; The 


BY Law; The State of the Fews; The. Immortality of the 
Souls The Neceſfiry of a Satisfattion for Sin if pardoned; 
The Types and'Sacrifices;: 'The Prophecies ; The Reje- 
Rijon of the Fews ; The Calling of the Gentiles ; The Pro- 
greſs of the"Goſpel to the new diſcovered parts" of the 
World /ſacceflively as diſcovered; that a due colle&ion 
being made of all theſe'and other Confideracions, 'it will 
appear that the Dodrine of Chriſt Jeſus, and him cruci- 
fied; is that which makes'the diſpenſation of God towards 


"as che Children of Men to be all of a piece, and one thing in 


order to:another; Chriſt the Mediator, in whom God hath | 
gathered together all things'in one, Epbeſ I. Io. made 
itas one Syſtem, Body, Fabrick. . 8. Beſides the unde- 


niable Prophecies, there bears Witneſs to this Truth, the 


ſecret powerful Wicneſs of the Spirit of God convincing 
the Soul of the Trach of Chnſt, beyond all the Moral 
perſwaſions'in the World, beyond the conviction of de- 
monſtration,' to believe, to reſt upon, to aſſert it, even 
unto the loſs of life and all things. | | 
2. As in the' certainty, ſo in the Plainneſt and Eaſineſs of 
the Truth. "The moſt excellent Subjeas of other know- 
ledge have long windings; before a man can come at them; 
pu ace of thar difficulty and abſtruſeneſs, that as ev 
brain is not fit to undertake the acquiring of 'it, ſo muc 
pains, ' labour, induſtry, advertency, affiduity is requi- 
red in the beſt of Judgments, to attain but a competent 
meaſure of it : Wicneſ: che Radies of Arithmetick, Geo- 
metry, Natural Philoſophy, Metaphyſicks, &c. wherein 
ma great labour hath been taken to our hands, to make the 
22 paſſage more eafie, and yet ſtill ore fall of difficulty. 
Bue inthis knowledge it is otherwiſe : as it is a knowledge 
ng ficeed for an univerſal aſe, the ny of Mankind to 
God, ſo it is fitted with an univerſal Fitneſs and Con- 
[4 = D232 venience - 
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venience for that uſe, eafie, plain andfamiliar. ' The jug 
receive the Goſpel, Matth. 1 1.5. And indeed the: plainng 
of the Dofrine was that which. made: the. wiſe Woetll 
ſtumble at ir, and thence it was; that t was hid fromthe 
' wile and prudent, Marth..11.25. Who like Nama 
with "the Prophet could not be contented to be heald 
' without ſome great Oſtentation 3 nor were contented | 
think any thing could be the Wiſdom of God, and the 
Power of God, unleſsit were ſomewhat that were abſtrulg, 
and at leaſt conformable to that wiſdom they. had, al 
were troabled to think that that Wiſdom or Dodtrine, tha 
muſt be of ſogreat Uſe and End, ſhould fall- under the 
Capacity of a Fiſherman, a maker of Tents, a Carpenta 
But thus it pleaſed God to chuſe a Doctrine of an eaſt 
acquiſition; T. That no fleſh ſhould: glory in- his fight, 
I Cor. 1.29. 2. Thatthe way to Salvation being a com 
mon thing propounded to all Mankind, might be difficut 
to.none. Believe and thy fins be forgiven. Believe; anl 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Believe, and thou ſbalt be raiſed upii 
Glory, John 6. 40. Thu « the Will of bim that ſent m, 
that every one®that ſeeth the Son and believeth on him, mi) 
have eternal life, and I will raiſe bim up at the laſt day. | 
3. As inthe Certainty and Plainneſs, ſo in the Sublimi 
and Loftineſs of the SubjefF.. And hence it is that Mets 
phyſicks is reckon'd the moſt noble knowledge,becauſe cop 
. Verſant-with and about the nobleft Subje&t; Subſftent 
conlidered in abſtrafo from Corporiety,and particular adhs 
rents falling under other Sciences. But the Subje& of thy 
knowledge 1s of the higheſt conſideration, Almighty God; 
[The diſpenſation of his Council: touching Man in reſes 
rence to theeverlaſting condition of Mankind ; The true? 
meaſure of Juſt and Unjuſt ; The pure Willof God; the! 
Son of God and his miraculous Incarnation, Death, Re} 
. furretion and Aſcenſion ; The great Covenant between! 
the Eternal Gad and fallen Man made, ſealed and confir 
med in Chriſt his great tranſa&ion with the Father in their 
Eternal Counſel ; and fince his Aſcenſion, in his continugl 
Fo Interceflion 
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Interceffion for Mang:i Ehe:means of the diſcharge and 
ſatisſactidniof the:breachiof: the Law of God; The ſtate 
of the Sbul after deathiin bleſſedneſs: or miſery: Theſe 
and many.of theſe areclie-ſubje& of. that knowledge that 
is revealed-in-the;knbwledge of Chriſt. ſuch ascheir very 
matter i ſpeaks them-ro:be' of a moſt high Nature: The 

eat. tranſaQtions of the . council; and 'adminiftration of 
bipighiy King of; Heaven, in-his:Kingdom over the 
Children of Men: ſuch as never fell-under chediſcovery, 
oriſo;much as the diſquiſition of the wiſeſt PhiJoſophers ; 
and! fuch-as the very Angels 'of Heaven,detire to look 
dawninto, 1 Pet.1432: And behold with admiration that 


| manifold Wiſdom of God, which is revealed unto us poor 


worms;-1n Chriſt . Jeſus; | 7 ems Þ 21443; 

4. As the matters are wonderful high, .and ſublime, ſo 
they are of moſt (ingular Uſe tobe known, | There. be many - 
poet icaryng inthe World that are converſant about 

igh Subjects; as, that part of Natural; Philoſophy con- 


cernining the Heaven and the Soul; the Mecaphylicks ; 


the abſtruſer parts of the Machematicks that are not in or- 
derto:Practice. . But as it may fall our that the knowledge 
of the Subject is unaccefiible in any certainty, fo if 1t 
were never ſa exattly known, it goes no farther; and 
when it is known there's an end, and no more- uſe of ir. 
Whereas many times Subjects of an inferior nacuce. ars 
more uſeful in their knowledge; as. pratical Mathema- 
ticks, Mechanicks, Moral Philoſophy, Policy ; but then | 
they are of inferiour Nature, more uſeful but perchance ' 
l:(s noble. Buthere is the privilege of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus, that as it. is of Eminence.and Height, fo it 
15of Ule and Convenience, and that in the higheſt mea- 
ſure;-as it 15a Pearl for Beauty, fo ic 1s for Value. This 
knowledge is a kind of Carholicon, of univerſal uſe and con- 
venzence. In reference to this Life: Am I in Want, 
in Contempt, in Priſon, in Baniſhment, in Sickneſs, in 
Death? This Knowledge gives me Comtentednels, Pati- 


ence, Chearfulneſs, Refignation of my ſelf to his Will, 
| | | D 3 who 
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who hath ſealed my Peace with him; and | favonr- fron 
him, it the Great Covenantiof:his:Son; and I:canny 
upon this, though T-were ready to:ſtavre; when: I'amab 
ſared thar'if it be-for: = GCood' and the.Glory ot 
Name, Iſhall be delivered; ifinoty' 1: can be contented, 
ſo my Jewel, the Peace of God'and my own Conſcieney 
by the Blood of Chriſt be ſafe. » Am E1n Wealth, 'Hy 
 nour, Power, Greatneſs, Eſteem inthe World? Thy 
knowledge teacheth- me Humility, as" knowing from 
whom I received :- Fidelity, 'as knowing. to: whom| 
muſt account for it; Watchfulneſs, ,as-knowing the Ho 
nour of-my Lord is concerned in ſome meaſure: in my 
carriage ; and thatthehigher the employment 1s,the more 
obnoxious I am to temptation from without, from ther 
that watchfor my halting, and_from within, by a'deceis 
ful heart: And in all it teacheth me notto over-valuex, 
nor to value my ſelf the more by it -or for it; becauſe 
knee of Chriſt Jeſus preſents/me with a continual 
* Obje&of a higher value, the price of the high calling of 
God in Chriſt : Ic teacheth me to look upon the glory 
the World as ruſt, in compariſon of the Glory chat:exceh 
leth, andthe greateſt of Men as Worms, ' in compariſois 
of the-great God. ' And asthus'1n referenceto the temps 
ral condition of my life, -this knowledge of Chriſt: 15'of 
ſingular uſe, and makes a man a better Philoſopher than 
the beſt of Morals in reference thereunto ; So it! guides 
me in the management of all Relations: 1, To God;z it 
preſents him unto me in chat repreſentation that 1s right, 
 fullof Majeſty, yer full of Love, which teacheth/\me 
Reverence, and yet Acceſs with Boldneſs, Love and Qs 
bedience. 2. To Man; Juſtice; giving every man his 
due, for ſo the Knowledge of Chriſt teacheth me;; Da! 
as ye would bedone by ; Mercy, to forgive ; Compaſlion, 
to pity 3 Liberalicy, to relieve 5 Sobriety, in the uſe of 
creatures, and yer comfort in 'the enjoying of them ; 4 
righc uſe of the World, and yet a contemper of it; in con 
periſon-of my hope. It ' makes death nat terrible, boy 
| ©. $M | cauſe 
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ſe a rnoſt fore Paſlage/to Life: Here-I finda; way 


In > yes all my fins-/pardoned., whereas without this, 
all \-the' world © cannot contrive a Satisfaction : for 


ne; I find a; way to obtain ſuch. a |Righteouſnefs 
15 4s valuable with God,--and perfe&: before him, even 
> Righteouſneſs of Godin Chriſt. | And here I find, 
e| means ,"and 'only: means, to avoid the: wrath: to 
ome, the-terror -of the judgment of the great day; 
everlaſting life unto all Erernity, with the Blefſed God, 


and: our” Lord: Jeſus Chrift, and all the Bleed Angels, 


and the Spirits of juſt meh made perfet. Thus his 
owledge is uſeful for this life, and thatwhich 1s to- come, 
nd that-in the higheſt degree; which all other Know- 
edpe: comes ſhort of, and attains not to. any one. of ;the 
eaſt of theſe ends. | 
5. In the Duration and Continuance of it, Many ſubjects 
pf knowledge there are, wherein by time, or at leaſt by 
death, the knowledge proves unuleful, or at leaſt, the la- 
dourtherein unprofitable and loſt. For inſtance, I tudyto 
e veryexat innatural Philolophy,the mixturesor conjun- 
tions of qualities,;clements,and a thouſand ſuch enquiries; 
hat uſe will this be when the World withgthe works 
hereof ſhall be burnt up? Oc if it ſhould not, What great 
benefit would this be ro a ſeparated Soul ? which doubtleſs 
all either know much more therein, without any pains, 
and ſothe labour here loſt, or it ſhall be ſuch a knowledge 
as will be unconfaderable or unuſefal co it ; And ſo; and 
ach more for the ſtudies of Policy, Methods. of War, 
Mechanical Experiments, Languages, Laws, Cuſtoms, 
iſtories ; «ll theſe within one minute after! death will 
de as uſeleſs as the knowledge of a Taylor or Shoomaker: 
hey areall dated for the.convenience and yſeof this Life, 
and with'it they vaniſh; But here is the privilege and ad- 
rantage that this knowledge hath ; as-it ſerves: for- this 
ife, ſoit ſerves for- that to come ; andthe more it is im- 
proved here, the more ſhall-it be dilated hereafrer; the 
tigher meaſure thereof I attain here, the greater —_—_— 
oF 2 4- (® 
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of-Glory hereafter.' As the-more. boſe I hav 
the K_—_ Chriſt here, the greater is my f1ght anda 
miration of the Wiſdom, ard Goodneſs, and Love of Gal 
the greater my Joy and Complacence;-and Delight in th 
fight and ſenſe, and the nyore my Soul 15 carried out} 
. Love, and Praiſe, and'/Obgdience unto: him: So 1nt 
kife-to-come, ' that Knowledge ſhall improve, and conk 
quently the Senſe of the @ Flame \ Mercy and Lovey 


God, and conſequently the Flame of the'Soul, of La 
' and Praiſe unto hum, and Delight, and Joy in him, ſhy 
increaſe unto all eternity. | | n 4 
-2.:As thas the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus and him 
cified, excels all other Knowledge, and ſo in comparile 
thereof, all other knowledge, upon a right Judgment; 
as nothing ; /o the Soul being rightly convinced thereof, ſu 
| @ higher price upon that knowledge, than upon all oth 
knowledge beſides; 1t priſeth it highly in it ſelf and other 
reckons all other knowledge without it but a curious Ip 
norance, or an impertinent knowledge, and contents! 
ſelf abundantly in this knowledge though it want other. 
-$.”Becauſethat which is of moſt concernment require 
my greateſt diligence to attain it, 1 am centented at 
greedy to ſpend more time in attaming this than that; and 
will rob other ſtudies and diſquiſitions of the time thate 
therwiſe might be conducible to- attain the knowledge 
them, - rather than thoſe ſtudies ſhould conſume that timg 
that ſhould be allotted to this. My time 1s part of th 
Talent, which my Maker hath put into my Hand, at 


for which he will at the great day demand an account{ 


and if I have ſpent that Talent 1n unprofitable employ 


ments, or in leſs profitable than I ſhould, my Arrear 1s ia 


much the greater: If I have conſumed my time 1n ſtudy 
ing my preferment, honour, or wealth, in this world; 
in itudying how'tapleaſe my (elf withvain and unnecella 
ry recreations, 1n unlawful or -excefliye pleaſures; in un 
lawful and immoderate curioſities; which I might better 
have ſpent in the ſtudy of the Myſtery of Chriſt, or th 
b, : Tet 7 s | coft 
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of Chriſt Crucified. 43) 
TRIOHT 1 r unto that W ill and Teſtament he left 'me,; or E 
roving my.intereſt in him. I have, committed. twa 
ollies at once. 1, Loſt my Talent of Time and: Op- 
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unity, for which I am accountable, as miſpenc. 

Loſt-that Advantage which I had in: my hand co 
pprove-my intereſt in God, and Favour from him, , andg 
ove-to him 3- and though I have done ſo much, as may 
. chance prelerve the main, yet I haye omitted ſo much 
s might have more encreaſed my ſtock of Grace and 
3lory; and my Talent might have gained ten, and at 

oft ic hath gained but ewo. And ſurely when Death 
>mes, the moſt comfortable hours that can return to our 

emories, will be thoſe-we ſpent in improving the true 
id experimental, and practical knowledge of Chriſt Je- 

, and him Crucihed. 

4- Conſequently where this knowledge and the other 
nowledge of an inferiour rate juſtle and croſs one ano- 
her, -1tis the beſt wiſdom to /ide wich rh, and to deny 

eother;to become a Fool that he may be wile. 1 Cor.3.1 8. 

II. Thus concerning the firſt Contideratian ; I determi- 
ed not j0 know any thing, viz, nothing 1n compariſon of 
his knowledge of Chriſt, nothing rather than not that; 
ave Chrift Jeſus. And truly well might the Apoſtle make 
Il other knowledge give place to this firſt, for'the Ex. 
ellency of it, whereof before : ſecondly, for the Amplitude 
nd Compaſs of it; for though 1t be fo excellent, that a 
mall dram of it is ſufficient to heal and ſave a Soul; if it 
be a right knowledge as 1s before obſerved, yer 1t 35 fo 


ed arge that when the beſt knowledge hath gone as far as1t 


an, yet there is ſtill aliquid ultra; One conlideration of. 
, eventhe Love of God hath a breadth, and length, and 


xWepth, and height, paſſing knowledge, - Epb. 3.18, 19. 


iy 


wi 


1 


nd yet there be other depths and heights 1n 1t than chis; 
o that well might che Apoſtle conclude as he doth, 
Tim. 3.16, Without controverſie great ,s the myſtery of 
odlineſs, God manifefted in the fleſh, Thereiore tor the 

preſent we ſhall conſider. 

= | I. Thze 


44 Of the Knowledge 
1. The wonderfal Wiſdom of God in contriving and odilflis 
ing the redemption of Mankind by Feſw Chrift ; and" wither 
manifeſted in theſe particulars a : 1+ Thoy 
he made Man the eminenteſt of all his viſible Creatgr 
for a moſt eminent manifeſtation of his Power and Gly 
and to be partaker of everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, ' and 'vety 
his' Eternal Counſel refolvedto leave him in'the handsy 
his own liberty, and did moſt certainly foreſee that 
would fall; yer he did ſubſtitute and provide, even froWare 
'the ſame Eternity a means whereby he might be wi 
ſtored the Honour'and Glory of his Creature, and 
Creature to the Blefſednels and the Viſion of his Creatiqy 
2. That he ſoordered the means of Man's Redemption 
that a greater Glory came even by that Redemprie 
than if a man had never faln, and a greater benefitk 
Mankind : For the latter it is apparent, 'that'if there hat 
. been no Mediator ſent, the leaſt fin that'any of the Sox 
' of Men had committed, had been inexorably fatal to them 
without any means of pardon: and as Adem, thought 
his full Liberty and Power, was miſled by Tempratior 
fo might have he been, or any of hjs poſterity thought 
had ſtood that ſhock, which now is admirably provide 
againſt, by the ſatisfa&ion of Chriſt Jeſus: and as thus 
It is better with the Children of Men, ſo the Glory 
God is wonderfully advanced by it; for if a mat\ h 
ſtood in his Innocence, God had had only. the Glory « 
his Juſtice in Rewarding him; or if he had faln, 8 
Glory of his Juſtice in Puniſhing him : Bur there ha 
been no room for that glorious Attribute of his MereyyWen 
in Forgiving, without violation co his Purity, Truth andys 
Juſtice ; thar glorious Attribute by which heſo often profes 
claimeth himſelf, Exod. 34: 6. The Lord, the Lord GollW's 
Merciful, Gracious, Long-ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs ani 
Fruth, keeping Mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſe 
efſion and fin, and that will by no means clear the guilty. 
3. That he ſo wonderfully ordered the Redemption of 


Man, that all his Attributes were preſerved —_— 
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is Truth, the dp _thew eotef bor ſole dies his Juſtice, 


et his Mercy 3 his/Love to his Creatures, yet his Hatred 
»Sin; His Son-ſhall die to {atisfie his Truth and Juſtice, 
et the: Sinner ſhall live to-{atishe his puny £5 'The. Sin 
tall be puniſhed! to: juſtific his Purity; yet his Cr 

l-be ſaved; to manifeſt his Love and Goodneſs. And ' 
ws his Wiſdom over-ruled Sin, .the worſt of Evils, tothe: 


py mprovement of his Glory, andtheGood of his Crea- 


we... 4 His Wiſdom: is manifeſted in this, that by che 
2demption of :Man, all thoſe: ways of his Admuniſtra- 
on before the: coming of Chriſt,. do now appear to be 
xcellently-ordered:to-the Redemption of Man, and'the 
aking of it the more effectual: The giving of a fevere 
nd yet moſt juſt Law, which was impotiible for us to 
fl; ſhews us the wretchednefs of our Condition; our 
ability co-fulfil what was juſt in God torequire, ſhews 
sthe neceflity of:a Saviour, drives us to him, and makes 
is City of Refuge grateful and acceptable, and makes 


ns {ct2 value upon that Mercy, which ſo opportunely 


nd mercifully provided a Sacrifice for us in the: Blood 
Chriſt; and a Righteouſneſs for us in the Merits of 
wriſt; and a Mediator for us in the Interceflion: of 
iſt: And by this means alſoall thoſe Sacrifices,and Ce- 
nonies, and Obſervations enjoyned in the Levicical 
w, whidifcarried not in themſelves a clear Reaſon of 


ofMbcir Inſtitution, are now by the ſending of Chriſt ren- 
he ng ypotcuns: 5. The Wiſdom of God is magnified 
and a 


vanced in this, in fulfilling the Prophecies of the 
ding the Meſfas to ſatishe for the Sins of Mankind, 


dWeainſt all the oppolitions and caſualcies, and contingen- 


that without an over-ruling Wiſdom and Gudance 


ight have diſappointed it: And this done, in that Per- 


tion, that. not one Circumſtance of Time, Place, 


erſon, Concomitants ſhould or did fail in it> And fo: 


earing witnels't> the infinite Trurb, Power, and Hijdom 
Godin bringing about his Counſels in their perfeQion, 


: duching this great buſineſs of the Redemption of Man, 


which 
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which was the very endiwhy he' was created and pla 
upon the Earth 3* and:managing the villany of menjig 
the craft and maliceof Saran, to bring about:the greaj 
blefling that was or could be provided for :Mankind; þ 
fides.and above,  and/ againſt the intention of the Inf 
ment» .- As 2.23. Him being. delivered by the determin 
ceuncel. -and. foreknowledge of God, ye have. taken, and; 
wicked bands have crucified and ſlain. © 6. The unlearg 
ble Wiſdom of God is manifeſted. 'in- that: he provi 
ſuch a Mediator chat was fit for ſo-great a Work ; had 
the world: conſulted thar God muſt ſuffer, -1t had beeni 
poſlible ;. and had all the: world contributed that any m 
 orallthe men inthe world ſhould have been a: ſatisfa6 
Sacrifice for anyone Sin;ithad beendeficient. Here ist 
the wonderful Counſel of the moſt high God: the Sacril 
that is appointed ſhall'be fo ordered, that God and M 
fhall beconjoyned in one Perſon; that fo'as Man,he mij 
become a Sacrifice for Sin';” and as God, that might gi 
a value to the Sacrifice. And this is the great Mylter 
Godlineſs, God:manifeſted in the fleſh. a 
2. The wonderful Love of God to Mankind. 1. In think 
upon poor finful-creatures, to contrive-a way for a Pardt 
for us, -and- reſcuing./us from that Curſe which web 
juſtly deſerved. 2. Thinking of us for our good, when 
ſoughtit not; thought not of 18. 3. When we were en 
mieFagainſt God, and againſt his ve: y Being, 4. Thil 
ing of uz not only for a Pardon, *but to provide fori 
a ſtate of Glory and Bleſſedneſs. - 5; When that 
gotto be obtained, ſaving his Truth and Juſtice,witha 
a miraculous Mediator, confiſtirg of the Divine a 
Humane Nature united in one Perſon, in the Perſon; 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; here was Love and Goodneſs 
. the greateſt magnitude that ever was, or ever halls 
heard of, and ſufficient to conquer our hearts into adi 
ration and aſtomſhment. - Bur yer-it reſts not here. 4 
' God ſo lowed the World, that he gave bis only begotten 
that whoſoever! believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but be 
| ev 
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verlaſting: hift :  Fohni' 3; 16. .' So the only* begotten; Son 
f. God | me ehindin this wonderful-Love. No foo- 

{as we miay-with' reverence ſay) was the Councel of 
ke Father propounded for the ſending of his Son, bue 
reſently the Son ſaith; - Lo, 1 come, Plal. 43. 7. . Heb. 19. 

And now we. will confider upon what terms be-muſt 
2mie, or” elſe -the Redemption of Mankind: muſt die 
pr ever: 1, \He muſt come and empty himſelf. of his 
plory, of his perſonal: Majeſty, and take our Nature, 
et without fin ;-he muſt gochrough the natural Infirmi- 
25 of Infancy-and Childhood.' 2. And not only-muſt 
> undergo this abaſement, but he muſt undergo the. 
andition of a mean, a low Birth, born of a poor Virgin, 

a Stable, laid in a Manger, under the Repucation of a 
Zarpenter's Son, 3- And not- only thus, -but as ſoon 
; he is born, muſt uſe the Care of his Mother to ſhift 
vr his Life away to Egypt, to prevent the Jealouſie and 
ury of Herod. -4. And when grown up to Yourh, he 
uſt undergo the form of a Servant, become a poor Car- 
2nter to work'for-his living, without any Patrimony, | 

ſo- much as a Houſe to cover him. 5. He comes: a- 
oad into the World-to exerciſe the Miniſtry, and-che 
ologue of his own Tragedy; \ftill poor, deſpiſed: of. his 
wn Countrey-men,' and of thoſe that were of Repuita- 
on/for Learning and Piety, ſcandalized under the name 
f an Impoſtor, a Winebibber, a Friend to Publicans 
nd'/Sinners, a: worker by the Devil, mad, and' poſſeſſed 
fith a Devil: Theſe and the like were his Entertain- 
ents in the World; and, which is more, often put to 
bife for his Life; -and in ſum; what the Prophet pre-- 

Wicted concerning him fulfilled to the utmoſt : 1/a. 53. 3. 

Peſpiſed and rejeFed of men, a man of ſorrows and acquain- 

id with grief : and all this to befal che Eternal Son of 

od under the vail of our fleſh : And all this voluntarily 

*Wndertaken, and chearfully undergone, even for the ſake 

f his Enemies and thoſe very people from whom he re- 
ived- theſe indignities. = ; 

| IL But. , 
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IIE. But all theſe" were but fmall'velications andy 
flis preparatory tothe main Battel,' We'thereforeg 
to the third Conſideration: Chriſt Jeſs and him Cruci 


there is the account of the Tex: :* As' Chriſt Jeſus x1 


moſt worthy Subje& of all knowledge; ſo Chriſt 


under chis Confideration, as Crucified, 'is that whi 


the fulleſt of Wonder, 'Admiration, Love: And t} 


fore letus now take a ſurvey of Chrift Feſws Crucified; 


that is the higheſt manifeſtation of his Love, ſo uti 
Eye, the Life 


. 


rilt. 


And now a Man upon the firſt view would think 
kind-of Knowledge, fomuch here valued, were a ſtrah 
kind of Knowledge, andthe prelation of this Knowle 
a ſtrange miſtake in the Apoſtle. 1. Cracifed: Death 
the corruption of Nature: 'And ſuch a kind of Deathi 
Crucifixion, the worſt, the vileſt of Deaths, carryingi 
it the puniſhment of the loweſt condition' of Men, a 


for "the 'worft of Offences; and yet, thae Death, 


fach a' Death, ſhould be the Ambition of an Apoſtk 
Knowledge is wonderful. - 2.) Chriſt Crucified, carries 


it a ſeeming exceſs of Incongruity ; that he, that 


the Eternal Son of God, ſhould take upon-him ourN 
eure, and in that Nature anointed and conſecrated byil 
Father, full of Innocence, Purity, Goodneſs, ſhould 4 
and that by ſuch a Death, and ſo unjuſtly : Could chil 
ſubje& ori matter of Knowledge fo dehrable, as to} 
preferred before all other Knowledge? which ſhould 
-» ther ſeen; to be a matter of ſo much. horror, ſo mil 
 1ndignation, that a man might think it rather fit toil 
forgotten, than to be affeted ro be known. 3. Fl 


LCrucified.”'” A Saviour and yet to be Crucified; it fe 


blaſt the expectation of Salvation z when the Capri 
of «x muſt die, be flain, be' crucified; it carries in # 
- kind of Victory of Death and Hell over our Salvatic 
» When the Inſtrument thereof muſt ſuffer Death, and ſt 


of the Text: 'Chrift aboveall other kng 
ledge, and Chriſt Crucified above all other knowled ge 


þ 


CM. 


& 
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'Death-; When, the Birth of Chriſt was proclaimed, 
of Angels': | Luke 2. 12. To u born thus day a Sa- 
jour, which x Chriſt the Lord, and can the Death of thac 
aviour be. a thing defirable to be known 2? -the Birth of 
heiſt ſeemed tobe the rifing Sun, that ſcattered Light, 
lopeand Comfort to all Nations: . but. can. the ſetting 
f chis Sun in-ſo. dark. a Cloud as the Croſs be the 
hoiceſt piece of Knowledge of him? which ſcems as 
wereto ſtrangle, and ſtifle our hopes; and puts us as 
were upon the expoſtulation of the diſmay'd Diſciples, 
24. 21, But 'we truſted it had been be which ſhawld 
ve redeemed Iſrael. h 
But: for-all this, this Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus Cru- 
ified: will appear to be-the moſt excellent, comfortable, 
ſeful Knowledge in the World, if we ſhall confider- theſe 
articulars; 1. Who it was that ſuffered. 2. What he 
Fered., 3. From wham. 4. How he ſuffered, 5. For 
hom he ſuffered. 6. Why and upon what motive. 
, For what End he ſuffered. 8, What are the Fruits 
nd | Benefits that accrue by that ſuffering. All theſe 


BK on/iderations are wrapt-up in this one Subjet; Chriſt 


ſus and him crucifed. | Fig 
t. Who it was that thus ſuffered.. It was Chriſt Jeſus 
> Eternal Son of God, cloathed in our Fleſh; God. 
nd |Man united in. one Perſon ; his Manhood giving 
im; a- Capacity of ſuffering, and his Godhead giving a 
alue to that ſuffering; and each Nature united in one 
erſon to make a compleat Redeemer z the Heir of- all 
ings : Heb. 1, 2: The Prince of Life; 4&#+ 3. t5. the 


4ighc that- lightneth every man that cometh into the 


Forld; Fobn 1.9. As touching his Divine Nature, Gad 


ver all Bleſſed for ever 3. Roms. 9. 5. And as touching his 


Humane Nature, full of Grace and Truth ; Fobn 1. 14- 


in; both: the beloved Son of the Eternal God, in 
bom he-proclaimed himſelf. well pleaſed, Marth: 3: 19. 
at \could no other-perſon be found, that might ſuffer 


for | 
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for the fins of Man; but the Son of God? Or if theh 
neſs of our Salvation muſt be tranſa&ed by him:aly 
could: it not be without ſuffering, *and ſuch ſufferinj 
this? No. As there was no other Name "given ul 
Heaven, by which we might be ſaved, 'nor was they 
ny found befidesin the compaſs of the whole Worldji 
could expiate for one'fin of Mart 3 but it muſt be the; 
of the Almighty; that muſt bring Salvation : 7/s. 6 
So if the bleſſed Son of God will undertake the Buluy 
| and become Captain of our Salvation, he muſt be'n 
perfe&t by ſuffering, Heb. 2. 10. Heb.5: 9. Andif 
will ſtand inſtead of Man, he muſt bear the- We 
of his Father : If he will become fin for Man, though 
| knew no fin, he: muſt become a curſe for Man. "4 
doubtleſs this great Myſtery of the Perſon that ſuffer 
cannot chuſe but be a very high and excellent ſubje& 
Knowledge ; ſo full of Wonder and Aﬀtoniſhment, tf 
the Angels gazz into it: 1 Pet. 1. 12. And as iti 
ſtrange and wonderful thing in itſelf, ſo doubtleſs itn 
ordained to high and wonderful ends, bearing a ſai 
bleneſs unto the greatneſs of the Inſtrument. TV 
therefore is the firſt Conſideration that advanceth thee 
 cellency of this knowledge ; the Perſon” that was «ll 
cifed. | i} 
[. Fhat be ſuffered. Chriſt Jeſus and him crucit 
ough- all the courſe of his life was a continual ſuffe 
and the preamble or walk unto his death, which was! 
end of his life; - yet this was the campleting of. all ther 
andthe Tide and Waves of his Sufferings did ſtill g 
higher and higher, til.it arrived in this: and the: feya 
ſteps and aſcents unto the the Croſs, though they beg 
from Is Birth, yet thoſe that were'more'1mmediate'beg 
with'the preparation to the Paſſover. The Council 
' by the chiet Prieſts and Scribes, for 'the Crucifying! 
our Saviour, was ſat upon two days before: the Paflon 
Matth. 26.2. Mark. 14. 1 And this was the-firſtf 
. to Mount Calvary : Anddounbtleſs tt wasno fmall addit 
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9 our Saviour's Paffion, thatir was hatched in the Councel 
of the' chief Priefts and; Scribes; the:then exrernal viſible 
Ghurehky the Husbandmenof che Vineyard: Marth.21.33. 
Jue chis-is:not all;-as the viſible Church of the Fews 1s 
he Conclave where this Council 1s formed; ſo Fudas a 
Member: of 'che viſible Church of Chrift, one: of che 
Dwelve,.is'the inſtrumenc;co effe&t ir; Marth. 26: 14. - 
e:contracts with them-for Thirty pieces of Silver, to: ' 
detray. his Maſter unto them : And ſurely-this could not: | 
chooſe. but be a great-Grief to our: Saviour, that one of 
is ſele&t. Apoſtles ſhould turn Apoſtate, and thereby 
vring a Blemiſh upon'the reſt. | 
Upon the day-of Eating the Paſſover, called the firſt 
Jay of. che Feaſt of unleavened Bread, our Saviour and his ' 
Diſciples keep the Paſſover together: in | Fer»ſalem; 'and 
here the two: Memorials -of our Saviours. Paſſion meets 
hat of the Paſſover inſtituted by 'God,. and the .1/raelites 
poing out of Egypri; and the Bread and Wine after Sup- 
per inſtituted by our Saviour, to ſucceed 1n the place ofthe 
ormer i and each did queſtionleſs make a deep impref- 
on upon our. Saviour, in which he anticipated his Paſe 
ion, and lively repreſented to him that breaking and 
pouring out his Blood and Soul, which he: was ſuddenly 
Wo ſuffer : And doubtle(s here began a great meaſure of 
pur Saviour's Paſion, in the apprehenflion which hehad 
pf that eminent Storm, that he. muſt ſpeedily undergo; 
from the Supper they go together co the Mount of Olives, 
and there he acquaints his Diſciples of: a ſpeedy and ſor- 
owful parting. they.muſt have; che Shepherd is to be 
mitteh that. might, and the Sheep to be ſcattered: and as . 
> forcſaw Fudas's treachery, fo ke foreſees Peter's infirmi- 
y3 the torm ſhould be'fo violent, that Peter himſelf, the 
aololuceſt Apoitle, ſhall deny his Maſter that night, and 
deny him thrice: And ſurely the foreſight of the diftraRion 
What ſhould befall his poor Diſciples could not chooſe buc 


add mach to their tender. Maſter's Aﬀlition, March. 26: 
$1; All ye ſhall be offended becanſe of me thus night; | 
t E : 
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And' now let: us follow our ' Blefſed Lord from tl. 
| Mount of Olives into the Garden, called by the Apolllit 
_ Gethſemane, with the affefions of love and wonder, oi... 
ſome meaſure becoming ſuch an entertainment-of. off... 
thoughts The time that he choſe for his Retiremaiho 
was the dead time of the night; a ſeaſon that might 
more contribute to the ſtrength. of that Sadneſs, wh 
the pre-apprehenfion of his imminent Pafſion muſt nee 
occaſion. The. place that he choſe, a ſolitary retin 
Garden, where nothing night or could interrupt, or 
vert the intenſ{iveneſs of his Sorrow and Fear: And 
make both the Time and Place the more opportune 
" his Agony, he leaves the reſt of his Diſciples, and tak 
with him only Peter and the two Sons of Zebedee, Math 
26. 37. And to theſe. he imparts the beginning of ly 
Sorrow, that they might. be witneſſes of it, 2arth. 14 
37. My Soul z a—_—_ ſorrowful, even unto death; | 
yet commands their diſtance, wer/e 38. Tarry ye bere 


watch with me, and be went a little further. Watch wii 


me: The confufion of his Soul was ſo great, that «| 
only Son of God diſtruſts his own [ human] ability: 
bear it; and yet his ſubmiſſion to this terrible confi 
[was] ſo willing, ' that he leaves them that he had appoy 
ted to warch with him, He went a little further. Tl 
three: Diſciples chad doubtleſs a Sympathy with they 
Maſter's Sorrow, and yet the Will of God ſo orders 1 
that:their Exceſs of: Love and Grief muſt not keep ther 
Eyes waking, notwithſtanding it was the laſt requeſt a 
their forrowtal Maſter. The oc ark ſlepr, Matth; 26. 
aidthus:every.circumftance of 'Fime, Place, and Pair: 
ſons: Contribute ito a ſad: and; ſolitary: Opportunity: ſal;e 
this molt terrible and black. Conflict. And:now in thiltha 
Gardenthe mighty:.God.puts his/Son-to Grief, lades hui 
with our Sorrows; :7/a.; 53. 14. withdraws and-hides fromM- . 
him the hight of his Favour and:Countenance ; interÞh» 
ſeth a thick and black Cloud' between the Divinity-and 
the Humane Nature; dares :nto his Soul the ſad and ſharp 


. many 
\ 
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1 2ni tations bir: \Oereneznys bis Pol with 
Dne Warerafter another; lends into im the moſt exqui- 
CW worchenkops of thoſe ſad and ſevere {ufferings he 
6 MG MEKIAP 09 uadergo.; begins ta make his Soul an | 
Dering: tor-Sin, . and: heightrens. his ſorrow, confuſion, 
nd aſtoniſhment - unto. the. uttermoſt. In ſum, the 
nighty: God, the God of the-Spirits of all; Fleſh, who 
nows the way. into the Soul, and how. to fill it with che 
noſt ſad and black Aſtoniſhment and Sorrow, was plea- 
2d archis time toeſtrange and echpls the manifeſtation 
of his Light and Love to. his only Son, as far as. was 
oflibly'confiſtent with his ſecrer and eternal Loveunto 
im; tothrow into him as ſad and. amazing apprehen- 
zonsof his Wrath, as was poſlible to be conſiſtent with 
e Humane Nature to bear; co fortific and ſtrengthen 
is ſenſe of ic, and farrow. for, and under it, | anto the 
ttermoſt;. that ſo-his- grief, and ſorrow, and confuſion 
ff Soul might-be, brim-ful, and.as much as the exacteſt 
onſtitution of a. Humane Nature could poffibly bear: 
And thus now at this time:the Arm of the mighty God 
ras bruifing the Soul of his only Son: 1/a. 53.16. And 
ertainly the extremity of this Agony within, mult needs 
de very great, if we conſider the ſtrange effes it had 
nithout:, © 1. That  pathetical deſcription thereof thac 
pur Saviour himſelf makes of it; My Soul # exceeding ſor- 
owful, even unto death. Matth. 26, 37. ſo ſorcowtul, ex- 
eeding forrowful, ſorrowful unto death ; and the ex- 
preffions of the Evangeliſts, Marth. 26.37. He began 50 
e ſorrowful, and very beavy, Mark. 14. 33+ He began to be 
ore amazrd,and to be very heavy. It was ſuch a ſorrow as 
ing wich it an amazement,anaſtoniſhment. 2. Again, 
hat ſtrange Requeſt to his Diſciples, Tarry ye and- watch 
with me ; as if he feared the ſorrow would overwhelm him. 
2. Again, his Prayer, and the manner. of it, evidence a 
moſt wonderful perturbation within, Matth. 26. 39. He 
</! on bus face and prayed ; and. what was the thing he 
4 | rayed ? Farher if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me ; 
| 2 | or 


Py 
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or as Mark 14. 36. Abba Father, all things are Poſſible ul 
z0 thee take away this Cup from me, &C.. Although i 
this was the very end for which he came into the Well 
The Cup wh in former 'times he reached after,” an 
was ſtraitned till it were fulfilled ; 'yet ſuch a repreſe 
cation there is thereof to his Soul, that although in th 
Will of his Obedience, he ſubmits; Not my "Will 
thine be done; Yet his Nature ſhrinks and ſtarts at 
and he engageth Almighty God, as mach and upon 
great Arguments as was poflible, to-decline the ſet 
_ rity of that: Wrath which he was now to grapple with 
1. Upon the-account of his oimnipotency ; All things a 
Poſſible to thee: 2. Upon the account of his Relation 3 Ab 
" Father: © It is nota ranger that importunes thee ; 1 
© 1sthy Soni ; that Son in whomrthou didſt proclaim ti 
© ſelf well pleaſed; that Son whom thou heareſt 4 
© ways; itishe that begsof thee; and begs of thee" 
© diſpenſation from that which he moſt declines, becaul 
© he moſt loves thee, the terrible, unſupportable hidin 
© thy Face from me;And this was not onefingle Requeh 
but thrice repeated, reiterated, and that with more ex 
neſtneſs; Mark 14.39. And again he went away and prayi 
and ſpake the ſame words ; Luke 22. 44. And being in an 
gony he prayed more earneſtly. Certainly, char Impreflia 
npon his Soul, chac cauſed him to deprecate/ that fa 
which he was born, to deprecate it ſo often, fo earneſth 
muſt nzeds be a forrow .and apprehenſion of a very te 
rible, and exceeding extremity.. 4. Such was the weigh 
of his ſorrow and confuſton of his Soul, that it even-& 
ce<:ding the ſtrength of his [Humane] Nature to bearj 
it was ready to diffolve the Union between his Body ati 
Soul; mſomuch, that to add farther ſtrength unto him 
and capacity-to undergo the meaſure of it, an Ang: 
f.om Heaven 1s ſent not [ meerly } to'comfort, but 
ſtrengthen him; to add a farther degree of ſtrength u 
his Humane Nature, to bear the weight of that Wratl 
which had in good earneſt made his Soul cm” un! 
; eath, 
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death, had it)not been Grcngrhned by.che miniſtration of 
an; Angel,, Luke-22+.43+; and this afliſtance of the Angel, 
as-4t did. not allay the ſorrow of hjs Soul, ſo neither did 
..intermit. his Importunity to be: delivered from the 
thing. he feltand feared ;. but did,only ſupport and ſtreng- 
hen him. to bear a. greater burchen of 11: and as the 
meaſure of his trength was increaſed, ſo. was the burthen 
which : he muſt undergo, increaſed, | for after chis-he 
prayed, again more earneſtly che third time. Luke 22. 43. 
The. ſupply of, his, ſtrength was ſucceeded with an-Ad- 
dition of forrow, and the increaſc. of. his ſorrow was fol- 
lowed with the greater Importunity; He prayed more ear- 
xeftly, Heb. 5; 7. With ffrong crying and tears, Luke 22.44, 
And being in an Agony, he . prayed, more earneſtly, and his 
Sweat 2/85 4s it were. great drops of Blood falling down to 
the ground. This was ; his. third. Addreſs: to his Father, 
Matth..26- 44+ And here was the higheſt pitch of our 
paviour's Paſſion in the Garden, .. His Soul was inan ago- 
ny, in the greateft. Concyſlion, Confuſion, and Extre- 
mity of ſorrow, fear, anguiſh, and aſtoniſhment, that was 
pothble to be 1nflicted by the mighty hand of God, on 
the Soul of Chriſt, that'could be conſiſtent with the purity 
of the nature of our Saviour,and the inſeparable.union that 
it had with the Divine Nature ; Infomugh, thac the.con- 
fuſion and diſtraction of his Scul under jt, and the ſtrug- 
ling and grapling of his Soul with it, did make- ſuch 
an imprefiion upon his-Body, that the like-was never be- 
fore or ſince. The ſeaſon of the year was cold, tor fo it 
apÞe: 5, fobs 18.18; The Servants and Officers had made 
a fire of coals, for. it was cold; ..and che ſeaſon of the 


time.was cold ; it was, as near as We may gueſs, about mid- 
night, when the Sun was at his greateſt ance, and ob- 
ſtruced in his influence by che interpoſition of che Earth : 
for .t appears they came with Lanthorns and Torches: 
waen they apprehended him, Jobs 18.3. And he was | 
brought to the High Prieſt's Hal], a little before Cock- 
growing, after ſome time ho been ſpent in his Examina- 
| *; SM LON, 
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tion, Marth, 26. 69. Atid yet for allthis; ſuch is thief 
gony and perturbation of our Saviour's' Soul, - that ini thy 
cold ſeaſon it puts his Body in 'a ſweat, a ſweat of Blood 
great drops of Blood, 'drops of Blood falling down'g 
the ground ; and certainly it was no lighticonflidt within 
that cauſed ſach a'ſtrange and imheard of ſymptom wit 
out. . Certainly the ſtorm in the Soul of Chriſt muſt new 
be very terrible, that his Blood, the ſeat of ' his vital ſi 
rits could no longer abide'the ſenfe of ic, but ſtargd/ai 
it a ſweat of Blood, and ſuch a ſweat,” that was: mon 
than conſiſtent with the ordinary conſtitution of Humay 
Nature. And during this time, even from the” eatijj 
of the Paſſover until this third addreſs to his Father wi 
over, the ſuffering of our Saviour lay principally,” if 
only 1n his Soul,” Almighty God was* wounding of 

ſpirit, and making his Soul an Offecihg for fit All 
though the diftin& and clear _— braifing of i 
Saviour”s'Sout cannot be apprehended by us; ver ſurth 


- thus much we may conclude concerning it: 1. He wa 


made (im for us, that knew no ſim, 2 Cor. 5. 21, 'F 
ſtood under theimputation of all our fins; and 'thoughh 
were perſonally ' innocent, ;yer judicially and by way 
interpretation he was the greateſt offender that ever wa; 
for the Lord laid upon him the iniquity of ms all, 1a. 53.6 
2: And conſequently he was under the 1mputatior of 
the Guilt of thoſe fins, 'and ftands, in relation unto God, 
the righteous Judge; "under the ſame obligation to what 
foever puniſhmene the 'very perſons of the offendes 
were, unto the uttermoſt of 'that conſiſtency that it hal 
with the unſeparable unton unto the Father: And ths 
Obligaticn unto the puniſhment conld not -chuſe but 
work the ſame effe&s in.our Saviour, as it muſt doin thy 
{inner, (deſperation and fin excepted) 'to'wit, a. ſad 
- prehenfion of the Wrath of God againſt him, 'The Py 
rity and Juſtice of God, which hath nothing that it hats 
but ſin, muſt purſue fin wherever it findit ; And as'whan 
it finds fin perſonally in a'Man, the Wrath of God _ 

ay 
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abide there ſo long as fin abides there; ifo when it finds 
he: ame fin aſſumed by our Lord, and bound as it were 
ohim as the Wood was to 1/aac, when he was laid upon 
he/Altar, the Wrath of God could not chuſe but be ap- 
vrehended as incumbent upon him, till chat ſin that by 
mputation lay upon him were diſcharged. For as our 
rd was pleaſed to be our Repreſentative in bearing our 
ins, and to ſtand in our ſtead, ſo allWeſe affedtionsand 
otions of his Soul did beartthe ſame conformity, as if a- 
ted by us: As he put on the perſon of the finner, ſo he 
Puts on the ſame ſorrow, the ſame ſhame, the ſame fear, 
he ſametrembling,under the apprehenſions of the Wrath 
pf his/Father,that we muſt have done: And ſo as an im- 
puted fin drew with it the obligation unto puniſhment, fo 
t did, by neceſfary conſequence, raiſe all thoſe confuftons 
and ſtorms in the Soul of Chriſt, as it would have done 
n the perſon of the ſinner, fin only excepted. 3. In this 
arden as he ſtands under the fin, and guilt of our Nature, 
o he ſtands under the curſe of our Nature, to wit, a 
eceſlity of Death, and of undergoing the Wrath of God, 
or that fin whoſe Puniſhment he hath underraken for us ; 
WThe former, the diflolution of his Body and Soul, by a 
moſt accurfed Death ; and the latter, the ſuffering of bu 
 088Sou/ 3 and this Jatter he is now under. God is pleaſed to 
aWinflii& upon him all the manifeſtations of his Wrath and 
deco fling into his Soul the' ſharpeſt and ſevereſt repreſen- 
wFcacion of his diſpleaſure that might poſlibly befal him-un- 
der that bare a7 guilt, conſidering the-Dignity of 
ans Perton. And ſurely this was more: terrible to- our 
Saviour than all his corporal ſufferings were: Underall- - 
(Whoſe not one word, no perturbation at all, but s @ ſheep 
before bus ſheerers 15 dumb, ſo be opened not bis month : But 
pche ſenſe of che diſpleaſure of his Father, -and the im- 
uf preflions that, he makes upon his Soul, thoſe he cannot 
a bear without Torrow, even unto death, without” moſt 
mg:mportune addreſſes to be delivered from them, and maſt 
il ſtrange concuffion and agony upon his: Soul and Body 
4 


under 
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under the ſenſe of them.' And the attual manifeſt ation cli 
the wrath of 'God upon his Son confiſted in; theſe two: thingy: 
principally. oy tothe nn gd arr to 1950s 6, 5 abt 
- 2; Filling the Soul with firange and violent fearsaq( 
terrors, inſomuch that he was/1n:an- amazement and cap 
ſternation of the ſpiric; the Paſtian-Plalm renders it, Pal 
22.14. My beart is like wax, it is melted in the midſt of 1 
Bowels: The God of the Spirits of all-fleſh;: that know 
how rtogrind and bruiſe the Spirit, did bruiſe and melt hy 

Soul within-him :with-terrors, fears, and ſad pre-appry 
benfians of.worſe to follow. - + 5h 

. .2: A ſenfible withdrawing, by haſty and ſwift degree 
the:lightof thepreſence and: favour of God : He 1s-ſon 
rowfuland troubled, and he goes to his Father to defirej 
may:paſs from him, but no anſwer; he goes again, but yn 
noanſ{wer; and:yet-under the preſſure and extremity; þ 

goes again the third time with more earneſtneſs, agony 
in-a:{\weat of blood; yet no; itcannot be; and this wasi 
erroible condition; that che light of the countenance of the 
Father 15 removed from his Son, -his only Son, 1n whom 

he was well pleaſed, his Son whom he had heard always: 
And whenche cames tothe Father under the greateſt ohs 
ligation-thatcan be, "with the greateſt revenge, with'ti 
greateſt 1mportunity;;3 once, and; again, -and a. third 
time; and chat, filled within with fears, and covert 
without with Blood, -and yet no anſwer; but all light 
andacceſs with favour intercepted, with nothing but black 

nels and:{tlence: - Certainly this was a terrible Cup, ye 

. thus it was with our Saviour Chriſt 5 the light of the {4 
your:oF God, like the: Sun in an Eclipſe, ftam the very 
Inſtitution of the Sacrament, began to be covered ons 
degree after-another ; and in the third Addreſs to th 
Father in the Garden, it was even'quite gone: But at that 

_ great: hour, when our Saviour: cried,  4y God, my Gody 
why haſt thou forſaken-me? then both Lights, that-greater- 
Light of -the'Favour of God'to his: only Son, together 4! 
wich:the' Light of the Sun, ſeemed to be under. roi tr 
: 1908 © | cup; 
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cloſe; and this was that which bruiſed the Soul ;of our 
nolfaviour, and made. ic an- Offering far. Sin; / and this was 
Mac which wrung drops'of Blood from our Saviour's Bo- 
9.3.1 before: the Thorns, or Whips, or the Nails, or che 
Dear had torn his Veins. "es TR 
And now after-this third application for a deliverance 
om. the terrible. Cup of.rhe Wrath of God,, and-yet. no 
ſpenſation obtained, he returns to his miſerable Comfor- 
rs,' the-three Diſciples;. and; he. finds them a third time 
ep; Theſe very chree Diſciples were oncetheWitneſles 
fa glorious Transfiguration of our Saviour in the Mount, 
din an extaſie of Joy and fear, they.feil on their faces, 
{atth. 19.6. | And now they are to be Witneſſes of 2 fad. 
ransfiguration of their: Lord under an agony .and ſwear 
blood ; and.now under an extaſie of ſorrow they are 
dt able to watch with their Lord one hour. Our Sa- 
our: calls them, but whales they were ſcarce awakened, 
)ey-are rouzed by a louder alarm, Marth. 26. 47. Whiles 
et ſpake ," Judas, one of the twelve came, and with. 
im 4 great multitude, with ſwords and ftaves from the High 
rieſs, John. 18. 3. with Lanthorns and Torches: . And 
zough this was little 1n compariſon of the ſtorm that was 
© our Saviour's Soul; yet fuch an Appearance,: at ſuch 
time of. the Night, and to a perſon under ſuch: a ſad - 
pndition, [could not but be terrible to fleſh and Blood 
pecially, if we conſider the Circumftances that attend. i 
'An Apoſtle, one of the twelve, he it is chat conducts 
is black Guard, Match. 25. 47: Whomſoever I ſhall kiſs, 
6t ſame i: be, hold bim faſt ; one that had been, Witneſs 
all his Miracles, heard all his Divine Sermans, . ac- 
inted with all his retirements; he, whoſe feer his Ma- 
er with loye.and tenderneſs-had waſhed, who within 
few hours before had ſupped ; with him, at that Sup- 
=: of | Solemnuty and Love, the Paſſover; this is he 
Wat is in the head of this Crew: certainly chis- had -in 
can wg ao of ſorrow to our Bleſſed Saviour, to be 
Wc crayed by a Diſciple. 2. The manner of it, he Nareſe 
3 *; _}. 


\ 


60 Of the- Knowledge 

him by a'kiſs; an emblem of homage and love is-mi 
uſe” of to be the fignal of ſcorn and contempt , as 'm 

as treachery and villany. ' 3. Again; the carriage of! 
Diſciples, full of raſhneſs, and yet of cowardize; thy 
ſtrike a Servant of the High Prieſt, and cut off his B 
Matth. 26. 55. which had not the Meekneſs and May 
of 'our Saviour prevented by a miraculons cure, mig 
have.added a blemiſh to the ſweetneſs and innocenee! 
his ſuffering ? He rebukes the raſhnefs of his Diſcigl 
andcures the Wound of his Enemy. Again, of Coma 
diſe,” Matth.' 26. 56. Then all tbe Diſciples forſook" 
and fled; and Peter himſelf, that but now had profeli 
the Reſolution of his love to his Maſter, follows but 
off; Matth. 26. 58. in the poſture and profeſſion & 
Stranger and a Spe&ator. So ſoon was the Love andF 
nour of a Maſter, deſerved by ſo much Love, and Puny 
and Miracles, loſt in the Souls of the very Diſciples;" 

After this, he is brought to the High-Prieſts, thei 
 lemn Aſſembly of the then viſible Church of the Few, 
the Perſons of the greateſt Reverence and Eſteem amoi 
them, the High Prieſts, Scribes and Elders ;' and bela 
them Accuſed, and Convicted of thoſe Crimes that miyl 
render Him Odious to the Fews, Romans, and all go 
'men , Blaſphemy; and by them pronounced worthy 
Death, Marth. 26:66. and after this, expoſed tothe bal 
uſage of the baſeſt of their retinue ; the Servants ſpite 
him, buffet him, expoſe him to Scorn, ſaying, Proph 
unto # thouChriſt, who # hethat (mote thee? Mat. 26.0 
Injuries leſs tolerable chan Death to an Ingenuous Ni 
ture: and, to add to all the reſt, Peter, inftead of 
proving the Infolence of the Abjeds, and bearing a pa 
with his Maſter in his Injuries, chrice denying his Mgt 
ſer, and that with an Oach and Curling: ſo ir was i 
from owning his Maſter in his Adverficy, that he demagPet 
he knew him ; and this in the very preſence of our WP. 
viour, 'Lyke 22,61. And the Lord turned and looked uf Þ* 
Peter ; certainly that Look of our Saviour, as ha per, 
ect 
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vcret Meſſage of 3 gentle Reprehenfion, ſo allvof much 
TOW, a ohick tn our Lord: As if he ſhould have 
id; © Ah-Perer, : canſt thou ſee: thy Saviour thus uſed; 
and wile thou:not own me? Or if: thou wik nor; yec 
muſt 'thou needs.deny\me, deny-methrice, deny. me 
wich Oaths, and with Execrations? The Unkindnefsof 
a Diſciple, and ents Dang _— been privy 
o my Glory 1n\my Transfiguration, anato my Agony 
omjjc; hs cuts me deeper thaw/the Scorns and 
Derifions of theſe Abjets. But rhat'snor all ; this Apo- 
ſtacy. of thine, theſe/Denials, theſe Oaths, theſe! Exes 
crations Will lie heavy upon me:anon; and add to that 
nſupportable Burthen'that I-am+under; the Thorns, 
and che' Whips, and che” Nails that-I'muft anon” ſuffer 
will be the more envenomed by theſe Sins of thine «and 
thou caſteſt more Gall into that Bierer-Cup, that am 
drinking, than all the Malice of mine Enemies could 
do! In ſum, though thou goeſt out, and'weepeſt bitterly; 
yettheſe fins of thine would ſtick unto thy. Soul-unts 
Eternity, if I ſhould not bear them for thee; they coft 
thee ſome Tears, but they muſt coſt me my Blood. 
\ The-next morning the High Prieſts'and Elders hold a 
zcohd conſultation, as ſoon as it was: day; Luke-22. 66, 
heir Malice was ſo ſolicitous, that they -prevent-the 
orning Sunz- and after they had again examined him, 
nd-1n that Council charged him with Blaſphemy, the 
puncil andthe whole Multitude lead him Bound to; Pi- 
tes and cherethey accuſe him; and, 'to make their Ac- 
ration the more gracious, charge him with Seditiors a- 
ainſtche Romans; and though he had no other Advo- 
te /but crys rey ———_— he yu_—_ oo 7 
ning ; yet the Judge acquires him, Luke 23.23. I fend 
fault in bim; and yet to ſhift his hands of the Employ- 
ent, and to gratifie an Adverſary, he ſends him:to He- 
ps, and his Accuſers follow himthicher alſo, Luke 23. 10. 
= he Cheif Prieſts and Scribes vehemently accuſe him : 
fered, whetthe had ſatisfied his Curiofity 19 the "4 
eſus, 
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Jeſus, to add tothe ſcorn of our Saviour, .expoſeth 


the Derifion of his rude Soldiers; and cloaths him: 
Gorgeous Robe; and ' remands him to Pete.” Thai 
Triumph and'Scorn he is ſent from place. to place: 
to. Armas then: Caipbes; then; convened beforg: 
Council of che Prieſts ;/ then ſent-into; the High Pa 
Hallz then re-convened before the Council; thenk 
bound to Pilates: and. from thence ta Hered ; : and fag 
him back again to Pilate: And-inalb thoſe Tranſlang 
from place to place, [expoſed unto;' andentertained wi 
new Scorns, and Deriſions, and/Contemps. : - - - 4 
Ar hisrecurn to Pilate; he again the ſecond time decly 
his Innocence ; that neicher he nor Herod found 4 
thing worthy of Death, Luke 23: 15... And yet to gry 
fie the Fews,he offers to have him, ſcourged, whom-hep 
nounceth Innocent; yet to avoid the groſs injuſtice-@ 
ſentence of Death, offers to releaſg; him, to obſerved 
Cuſtom ; but this-could nor ſatisfie ; To preſerve th 
Cuſtom, and yet to-fulfi] their; Malice, they choſe 
Reprieye of Barrabbas a Murtherer, and imporcune.t 
Crucifying ofthe Innocent Jeſus;: and now the thirdu 
Pilate pronounceth /him Innocent, - Luke-23. 22...andy 
delivers him over to be Crucified.: The Executioners4 
it to.theuttermoſt, and to add pain and {corn to his ico 
ging, put upon him a Crown of- Thorns :. and in hisg 
guiſe of Bloodand Contempt he (brings him forth, ſhy 
him.to his. Perſecutors, Fob 195. Behold the Man > # 
he ſhould have ſaid, © You Fews that have acculeda 
* man, muſt know I find no fayltin him ; yer to. (ati 
© your pron, I have delivered him over-to thei 
© yereſt and vileſt punzſhment. next unto Death, Scout... 
/ ging and: Scorn;; here he is,, ſee what a Spectacle nai... 
© let this ſatisfie. you. Envy, But all this will not ſend 
thereis nothing below the yileſt of Deaths can ſatishezs 
ery out, Crucifie him: And when yet the Judge profetianl 
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he finds nothing. worthy. of Death, they impole ala 
of their own.; We haye a Law, gnd by our Law be ought | 
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le; becauſe he: made bimſelf the Som. of God, John 19: 7; 
; Kraus rather made the Judge the more cautious, 

ey engage him upon his Fidelity to Ceſar his Maſtet* 
ls that maketh himſelf '« | King ſpeaketh againſt  Celars 

it all chis was not enough ; but at length the importu- 
ity of the Prieſts/and People prevailed ; and Pilate who 
ad been before: warned by the Monition of his Wife ; 
d had three: ſeveral times pronounced him innocent, 
& againſt the Conviction of his own Conſcience, to 
xtisfie and content the Fews, adds this farther Crueky 
dInjuftice to what he had before done, gave Sentence 
atit ſhonld be as they required, Luke 23.24.delivered him 
ver to that cirſed 'and ſervile Death of Crucifixion : 
nd yet his Perfecators Malice and Envy' not fatisfied-; 
ue, after his Judgment, purſue the Execution of'it with 
5 great Malice; Scorn, and Cruelty,:as they had'before: 
fed in obcaining' it: | His Crown of Thorns upon; his: 
Jead; a Purple Robe.upon his Dpoy's the Blood of his 
courging, and Thorns all covering his Viſage : a. Reed. 
his Right Hand ;- the baſe andinfolerit Mulcitude with. 
pittings and Stroaks, and Reproaches, abufing him;till 
is Croſs be ready; and then'the Purple Robe-is taken 
f, andhe condncted to the. place of his Execution ;'and 
d add Torment to his Shame, our Bleſſed Lord, 'wearied: 
nth an Agony; and long watching the Night before; / and 
Om the time-of his Spbrabtng hurcied fram placs 
d place ; and his Blood and Spirits ſpent with the'Scour- 
ings and Thorns,and Blows; and, which is more than all 
5, a Soul within laden with the weight of Sorrow, and 
e burden of the Wrath of God, which did drink upand 
ouſame his Spirits : yet, in this Condition, he is fain to 
2ar his burthenſom Croſs towards the place. of his Execu- 


nh ion, John 19. 17, till he was able to carry it no longer, 


ateven fainted under it, and then Simon of Cyrene 1s-com- 


f 
Wclled to bear it to the place, Marth. 27. 32. 


# tark naked, and his cloaths afterwards divided by lot a- 


When he comes to the place of Execution, he is tript 


mong 
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mong the Sou}diers;- Marrb: 27, 35; 'and;his-naked:-Bad 
ſtreecched vpon: the Croſs tothe utrermoſt Extenſion! off 
Pjall:22. 17-1 may tell all my bones, they:look and; fl 
repai-123 ; and at the uttermoſt Extenhon, which the try 
Executioners could make of ourSaviour's Body, -his Han 
and- his. Feet nailed! to: that Croſs:;:- with great Nat 
through thoſe tender. Parts full of :Nerves' and Arteriq 
and moſt exquiſitely: ſenſible of pain. ' 'And-inthisty 
dition the Croks with our Saviour's Body 11s raiſed-upi 
view of all; and that even in this his Execution, ' that 
Shameand Ignominy.of the manner of his Death niig 
have a-farcther Acceftion: of Scorn'-and Reproach, he 
placed between: ewa: Thieves, | that: were Crucified: wi 
him,  with'an [ofcription of Derifion upon'his Crofs, i 
all the 'imoſt Univerſal Languages of all the World, 5 
brew; Greek, and Latin; 'and the People and Prieſts ftm 
ding: by: with Geſtures. and Words of Derifion, Marth.y 
FA 49. \and;' even:to a:Letter, aſſuming thoſe very G 

its and Words which were ſo many hundreds of- ye 
predicted in che Paflion:Pſalm, 22. 78, He truſted inGi 
[et. bizs deliver him, if be will have bim; and one of thi 
very Thieves, thatwas even dying as a Malefactor, j 
was:fled with ſuch a Deviliſh Spiric, that he upbraidsa 
derideshim. | — 
And now ourSaviour is under the Torments and Sha 
of this curſed Execution: bur, thoughtheſe his Sufferin 
of :his Body and outward Man, were very: grievous, | 
ſomuch that ic could not but extremely afflithim.; ye 
is t'ange.to.fee how little he - was tranſported ung 
them, in all his Contumelies, Reproaches,: and: Accul 
rions; ſcarce a'word anſwered ; He anſwered;chemn 
thingto all his: Abuſings, Strokes, Ridiculous Garment 
Crown of 'Thorns, tearing of his Body with Scourgit 
yetnota'Word; but As a Sheep before the Sheerers i dum 
fo be opened not bis mouth, Ifa. 53-7. In all his Rack 
aponithe Croſs, and nailing of his Limbs to it, and allt 
Anguiſh, chat, for the ſpace of fix hours, from the 
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zur, wherein he was Crucified, Mark. 15, 25. until-the 
inth hour, wherein. he gave. up the Ghoſt, Matth. 27, 
6. nota Word of Complaint; but he refuſed thoſe very 
zpplies which were uſally giveri to ſuppreſs the violence 
f the pain, Vinegar and Gall, Moat. 27, 34. But when 
'8 come to the Affligions of his Soul, they were oh, a 

Micher Demenhon,in the Garden, . when no other Storm 
Was upon him, but what was. within him, he falls down 
T7 rh, hk Face and Prays ; and again; and a third time; 
nd is amazed, and ſorrowful unto Death ; and {weats 
ops. of Blood : And doubtleſs whiles he was under the 
eproaches, and Bufferings, and Whippings, and Thorns, 
e was not withour a Terrible and confuſed Sadneſs and 
Teavineſs within, which though they did not mitigate 
Torments of his Body, yet-they did infinitely exceed 
tem; The Spirit and the Soul is moſt exquiluely ſenſible, 
nd-it is that which feels the pains inflited upon the 


ody ;, Certainly therefore the Wound of the Spiiit it ſelf, 
e Fountain: of Senſe, muſt needs. be exceedingly grie- 


pus:| And hence it was, that though all the Injuries and 
ormenes of our Saviour could ſcarce wring a complaine 

om him, yet the weight of that Wrath that lay upon his 

pul now made an Offering for Sin, did wring from him 
joſe | bitter and terrible Cries, that one would wonder 
ould proceed from. Him, that was One with the Father, 

fat. 27, 46. My God,' my God, why haſt thou forſaken mg 3 
rg the ſixth Hour to the ninth,..darkneſs was over all 

> Land, Matth. 27.-45. ſuch a Darkneſs as bred. an A- 
dniſhment even-in Strangers and other Countries. The 
arkneſs of the World, Rh a- ſuitable Dreſs for ſuct 
afime, wherein the Son of God muſt die, and the Sonof 
-n8ghteouſneſs muſt be: Eclipſed ; yet it was nothing ut 
- aOMpariſon of that diſmal ſhadow. that covered our Sa- 
dur's Soul all this time, About the ninth hour, our Sa- 

our cried - that bitter Cry,:My God, my. God,. why hoſt 

ou forſaken me? Manifelting the depth of-his Sorrow; 
dthe perfect Senſe he had of it ; by haſt they forſakert 


me 2 
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we? More could not” have been {uffered, or beeh-{ 
every: Word carries in it an accent'of ' Horror. *Th 
© chat art/the great God; from whom, and. in wha 
*.every thing hath its Being and Comfort; ſurely # 
5 thy Preſence 1s fulneſs of Joy, in thy Withdramy 
© muſt be fulneſs of Horror and Confuſion; © ati" 
© jt is thou that haſt forſaken me:: 'For/aker: : Hi 
thou never been with me , as I had not knowl 
* Blefſedneſs of thy Eruition, fo I could not have meaſiy 
© the Extremity of my Loſs; the exceſs of. the Happil 
© that Thad in thy Preſence, adds to the exceſs of my 
© ſery1n the ſuffering of thy Abſence. Forſaken me; 
© withdrawn thy ſelf to a diſtance, but forſaken ml 
© and forſaken me ar ſuch a time as this, when I ſta 
© more in need of thy-Preſence than ever; when I 
F forſaken of my-Country-men, of 'my 'Kindred, of 
© Diſciples; then to be forſaken-of Thee, when Ti 
.under:the ſhame atid pains of a cruel and curſed deat 
* under the ſcorns and derifions of thoſe that hateni 
under the weight and preſſure of all the Sins oft 
"World; under the ſtruglings with-cerrors in my 
* ſent from thy mighty hand, under the viſible appro 
5. of Death, the King of Terrors; under a veil of ds 
* neſs without, and the ſeeming Triumph of the poy 
© of darkneſs within; then to be Forſaken, and For 
* kerry of Thee, whom 1 had only left to be my- fuppe 
*. Forſaken Me: It 1s nota Stranger that thogForſaks 
* k:isthy Son; thy only Son; in whom thow didft he 
* tofore proclaim thy ſelf well pleaſed : that Son whi 
tho''thou now forſakeſt, yet forgets not his Duty-ul 
"thee; nor dependance upon thee 3 bur ſtill lays holdi 
© thee': and though thou fhakeſt me off, yet I muſt? 
© callupon' thee, with the humble confidence of My Ot 
*:My-God ſtill; - 1#/hby boaſt rbou forſaken me? To bel 
- ©fakeny.and-to; be foriaken. of God, of my Godj! 
_ © himvythar 45 not only my God, but my Father; and 
"ar fuch a time; and yet not to know why, Oh viel 
4v10 
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> viour, the Prophets that ſpake by thy 'own Spirit did 
el thee why > that very P/s/m, outof which thou 
akeſt this bitter cry, doth tell thee why: and thou thy 
lf within ſome few-days, or hours before, didſt tell us 
Thy ; and doſt thou-now ask us why ? Didft thou; nor 
noſe even that which thou now groaneſt under? and 
rert willing to put thy Soul in our Souls ſtead, and bear 
he Sin. of thoſe which are-now thy Burden? Certainly 
'e may, with all Humility and Reverence conceiwe, that 
it the time of this bicter cry, our Saviour's. Soul was, for 
he preſent, overſhadowed with ſo much Aſtoniſhment 
:nd Sorrow, that it did for the preſent over-power and 
over the actual: and diſtin& Sence of the Reaſon of it; 
it leaſt in that meaſure and degree in which he ſuffered. 
his:cry of our Saviour was about the ninth hour, a lit- 
le before his death, and having fulfilled one Prophecy 
n this terrible cry, contained in the very words of Pſalm 
22. he fulfils another, he ſaith, I rhirf, John 19. 28. And 
preſently they give him Vinegar to drink. And between 
bis and bis death there intervene theſe paſſages. 1. His pro- 
laming to the World, that the work of our Redemption 
ras finiſhed, Fobn 19. 30. . When he received the Vinegar, 

be ſaid, It is finiſhed. 2. A ſecond cry with 4 loud woice 
Mat, 27. 59. The Words are:not expreſſed of his ſecond 
cry ; only both Evangeliſts, Marthew and Lake, teſtifie 
it was a Cry With a loud voice; to evidence to the World 
that-in the very Article of his giving up of the Ghoſt, 
the Rrength of Nature was not wholly ſpent, for he cry-. 
ed with a loud voice. 3. The comfortable reſignation of 
his Soul into.the hands of his Father, Luke 2.3. 46. Father, 
into thy. hands I commend my Spirit; And although, but 
zven now-the black Storm was upon' his Soul, that made” 
him cry out with that loud and bitter cry, yet the Cloud 
over, and with comfort he delivers up his Soul into 
the hands of that God, whom he thought, but even now, 
had forſaken him. It is more than probable that that bie- 
ter Cry was uttered- at the very Zenith of his painsz and 
we X A when 
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when he had taken the Vinegar, and proclaimed chat ity 
fiſhed; though they were all wrapt up in a vety/{m 
time, about the end of the ninth hour, yet now therey 
mained no more, but for him to give up his Spirit, whit 
he inſtantly thereupon did, Foby 19. 30 He ſaid, #tj 
fniſhed, be bowed the bead, and gave up tbe Ghoſt. Nan 
che 'rhings wonderfully obſervable in the Death of our Say 
our are many. 1. That it was a voluntary deliveringy 
of his Spirit ; this is that which he-faid, Mar. 20. 18. N 
man takath it from me, but I lay it down: I bave pown! 
lay it. down, and T have power to take it apain:. this cas 
mandment have 1 received of my Father, And truly th 
voluntary delivering up-of his Soul , was well near; 
great an evidence of his Divinity, as his refundihy | 
again :- fo- that this very delivering up of his Soul, Ca 
verted the Centurion, Mark 15. 39. When be {aw thath 
fo cryed and gawe wp the Ghoſt, he ſaid, Truly this nan wi 
the Son of God, Now that he thus volumarily gave 4 
his Spirit, 15 evident; 1. By the ſtrength of Natuxe, 
was yet upon him, 1n the very Article of his-Dearhyh 
cryed with a loud voice. 2, That the Thieves who ml... 
Crucified at the ſame time, died not till chefe was al * 
#her violence uſed by breaking their Legs, Zobn 19.4 Go 
but he expired to prevent the violence of the Soldiers, a toy 
to fulfil the Type and. Prophecy , Not « bone of bimt fl ig 
be broken, John 19. 36. 3- That the ſuddennels of WW... 
Death cauſed admiration in thoſe that well knew Wh; 
lingring courſe: of ſuch a deathz in the Centurion... 
Mark 15,29. in Pilate, Mark 15. 44. which might p ” þ 1 
bly be the caufe that the infolent Soldier, ro ſecure this; 4 
4 
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| affurance of his death, pierced his fide with a_Speu 
Fohn 19. 34- and thereby fulfilled chat other Scripeul 


which he never thovught of, Fgbn 15, 37. val 
Now the 2onderſul Occurences that accompanied our Mih.;: . 
wi ur's Death were very mavy, and conſiderable. 1... 
ſtrange and particular Fulflling of the Prophecies and Ty . 
that were concerning our Saviour's Death, aps hy mY 
indiv1 


of Chriſt Crttified. 69 
igdividial cirearRatices that attended it 5 arid all to ton- 
fires bur Faith; chat this was indeed the Meſſier, ind that 
fie #45 chtts delivered over co death, by the tiibſt certain 
ahd'/pr&deterfitinate Coutiſef of God : The tithe of his 
death {> exzaly predicted by Daniel, cb. 9. v.25; 16. the 

i4llel 'cireurhiftzhces with the Paſchal Lamb, in the 
atare 6f him, 4 Lamb without ſpot, E#od. 12. $. A 
$4.'7. th the time of his delivery over to Death, at th 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, and the very E&vehing Wherein the 
>:ffover was to be exten: In the matthet of his Oblaci- 
on,” tit a bohe to be broken, Exod. 13. 46. Again, the 
anther of his Dead, by piercing h& Hands and his 
6&, Þ/al. #£: 16; The very Words ufed by him, Þ/a. 
2; !, Mat. 27. 46. the Words uſed of him, P/2l. 22: 8. 
Mar. 25; 43. the Crucifying of htm between Malefa&ors 
Ife. $4. 12. the Whippings, I/a. 53. 5. the dividing of kis 
»ments, and cating: Lots upon his Veſture, Bal 4s. 
18. the thirſt of our Saviour upon the' Croſs, and che 2 
Ing him Vinegar and' Gall, Pſal. 69. 21. | 
2. | & ſtrange and miraculons Concaſſion of . Nature, gi- 
ing (eiony/to the wonderful and unheard of aiffe tu- 
io of our Saviour's Body and Soul, Darkneſs from the 
fixch hour untit che ninth hoour. And it 1s obſervable im 
the night wherein! he was born, by a miraculous hghe the 
night became as day, Lake 2. g. But at his Death « mi- 
faculbis Darkneſs tirned the Day into Night for three 
Howurs's' Maf. £7; 449. At his Birth a' new Star was crea- 
ed 6685 the Eamp and Guide unro the place of his Birth, 
Mat.\2 9. But at: his Doath the Sun in'the Firmanicht 
14s niked with Darkneſs, and' yielded' br his Light: 


« While the Eordof Life was pifling into the vale of Death: 


pain, another prodigy that accompanied the' Death' of 
Shrift,: Was an' Edribquake, that rent the Rocks, and o- 


pencd che Graves, and ſtruck amazemerit and convidion' 


ef ito the Centurion, that was watching him, Mar: 27.52, 


} 


vat 


53, 54 When oir Saviour was enring into che Eartly 
by D&Sath, the Earth trembled; and fo t did when: he 
| F 3 | 
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was comming out of it by his Reſurre&ion, Matth. 2$;5' 
-. 3. Again, the Graves were opened, and the dead bai 

of the Saints aroſe: As the touch of the bones / of Bl 
cauſed a kind:of RefurreRion, 2 Kings 13. 21. ſo ourh 
viour's Body, new fallen tothe Earth, did give a kind 
particular Reſurre&ion to the Saints Bodies, toteſtifieth 
by his death, he had healed the-deadlineſs of the Gray 
and that the ſatisfaction of Sin was accompliſhed, wh 
Death, the wages of Sin, - was thus Conquered. +: 

4. Again, ibe Veil of the Temple was Rent in twain in 
the top to the bottom, Mat. 25. 57. the Veil was tt 
which divided the moſt holy place from the reſt of x 
Tabernacle, Exod. 26. 33. and in that moſt Holy pla 
were contained the ar woe, the Ark of the 
venant, and the Mercy-Seat; and within this Veil oz 
_ the High Prieſt entred once a year, when he. made , 
"Attonement-for the People and for the Tabernacle, Ls 

16.33. Heb. q, 7. and now at our Saviour's death, li 

Veil was rent, from the top to the. bottom ;/ and 1t4# 
ported divers wery great Myſteries; 1. That now our gre 
High Prieft was. entring into: the moſt Holy, with li fo 
own blood, having thereby made the Attonement fory 
Heb. 9.12. By his own Blood, he entred once into the m 
Holy place , having obtained Eternal Redemption for » 
2, That the means, whereby he entred into the moſt Hol 
place, was by rending of his Humanity, his Soul fron 
his Body, typified by che rending of that Veil ; and ther 
fore his Fleſh, that is, his whole Humane Nature was tht 
| Vell, Heb. 10. 20. Conſecrated through the Veil, that is,bi 

Fle. 3. That now by the death of hriſt all thoſe dart 
Myſteries veiled up formerly in the moſt Holy, the Ar 
of the Covenant, and the Mercy-Seat, are now rendel 
open, and their. Myſteries untolded ; Chriſt the Medi 
tor of the Covenant, and the Seat of Mercy and Acct 
cation, unto all Behevers, founded and ſeated upon hin 
and thereby chat Life and [mmottality, which was wrapt 
' pin the Mylteries of the oid Covenant, and yet thok 


Myſteries 
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Myſteries veiled, and incloſed up, within "the Veil, is 
- now broughe to light through the Goſpel, 2. Tim. 1. 19. 
and the Veil rent in twain, that as well the meaning of - 
thoſe Myſteries and Types under the Law is diſcovered. 
1 That now the uſe of the Ceremonial Law1s at an end, 
x reateft and moſt Sacred Myſtery. of the Tabernacle, 
and' indeed of the whole Ceremonial Law, was this that 
was within the Veil, the moſt Holy place, wherein were 
the moſt Holy and Reverend Myſteries, the Ark and 
the Mercy: Seat;. But now the Veil is Rent, the Uſe A- 
boliſhed, the Covenant of the People is given, the Body 
of Chriſt, typified by the Temple, ſeparated, and ſo the 
uſe |of the other Temple, Tabernacle, and the Holy 
Places , Veſſels, Inſtruments thereof ceaſed ; 5. That 
now the Kingdom of Heaven, the moſt Holy Place, -is 
open unto all Believers: Chriſt our High Prieſt is entred 
in with his own Blood, and has not cloſed the Veil Mer 
him, but rent it in ſunder, and made and left a paſſage 
for | all Believers to: follow him, with our Prayers and 
Acceſs to the Glorious God, and hereafter in our Per- 
ſons; Heb. 10. 19, 20, Having therefore boldneſs to enter 
into the Holieft by the Blood of Feſus, by a new and living 
way, which be hath Conſecrated for us, through the weil, that 
is to ſay, his fleſh; let us draw near with @ true heart. 

And now we have gone thus far with our-,.Lord unto 
his Death, we ſhall follow him to his Grave. Foſeph of 
Arimathes, having an honourable mention .by all four 
Evangeliſts, Mat. 17. 57. a rich man, and Jeſus Diſciple, 
Mark 15. 43. an honourable Counſellor, who waited for 
the Kingdom of God ; Luke 23. 50. a Counſe|lor, a good 
man, and a juſt, who had not conſented to the Counſel 
or Deed of the Jews, and waited for the Kingdom of 
God; Fobn 19. 38. a Diſciple of Chriſts, but ſecretly for 
fear-of the Fews : this man manifeſted- his Faith and 
Love to his Maſter, when he was in his loweſt conditi- 
on; goes to-Pilate boldly,”and begs his Savigurs Body £ 
hy wraps it in @ clean Linnen Cloth, "laid in a Tomb 
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provided for him(g]f, and kak qut of the Rack, ao 
rolled a great qpe ypon or. of. the So: 
And as by Fs eath wi be Maſs bb ſo by is By 
yd in hi ig mans Sepulchre, 

of the Proph a5. $3: 9- He maae #14 7 mag a th 
Wicked, i wa the Rich iw his Death. The High Pricfh 
conan $9 thelr pale and their icalou Ie, EYen Bk 
the dead d body of 9 aur $a ad We z fa DR Bagg ue x 
a the ſuſpic! of his Reſurce 1an the this, 
eine order for pen 6 the Sroplehs, ure, till c ro th 
FP, " paſt, atth, 37. 60. They ſeal as Chop i 
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Tack d it is very. abſervable 


nil of God mos ſe of the very | 
Mon 1c "f .G People, Fe the confi TIN T4 
kao. Truth, Chriſt? S Relurrecian, and our F 
Melicpds and Curious Induſtry, to prgremt the 
 Ity of a ficirious RfarreAicn, abu abundantly a " 
crollably convincing the R Realty af our SORE 42 ; non 
and'true Refurre&ion, He is laid in the. Grave rok 


vening of the day wherein he ſuffered ; a Stone ro 
upon the mouth of the Graye, ſuch as requir 

derable ſtrength to remoye it, inſomuch that the Women 
that came the firſt day of the Week to embalm the Ba: 
.dy, werein a great difficuky how ic ſhould be removed; 
. Mark 16. 3. For it was a great Stone ; Matth, 27, 69. 
And' this Stone Sealed : And, as if ail this” were too; lits 
tle, _ the Bonds of Death ET 


ths ] "0 
ated into 
Paradiſe ; j 
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light, Fobn 17. 1: And the Manner 'of it -was' fall 
wonder 'and aſtoniſhment. An Angel from Hew 
comes down to.draw the Curtain'of onr Saviours Gray 
and with an Earth-quake rolls away ctheStone that cs 
ed it; the Keepers, who had watchfully obferved the Ca 
mand-of: their Commanders, were ſtricken with Al 
niſhment, and became as dead, Marth. 28. 2; 3. 4+ *O 
Lord, .who had power to lay down his Life, and -powe 
fo take jt up again, Fohn 10. 15: re afſlumes his Body 
which, Nook it had taſted Death, yer had not fe 
Corruption, and ariſeth, and thereby proclaimed-th 
compleating of our Redemption; and' therefore nd 
poffible he ſhould be longer holden of it, A&s 2.24 h 
Vicory over ' Death and the Grave for us, -1 Cor.'y 
When our Lord raiſed up Lazarus , he came forth 
the Grave bound hand/and foot with Grave-Cloatlh 
Zoby 11. 44. Though he was for the preſent reſcue 
rom Death by the power of Chriſt; yet he muſt Rillky 
a Subje& to'it: He's revived, but yet riſeth with th 
Bonds of Death about him ; he muſt die again : 
when our Lord rifeth, he ſhakes off his Gravecloaths| 
the Linnen that wrapped his Body in one place , ati 
the Linnen that bound his Head in another, Fobn 20. 6,7, 
Our Lord being riſen, dieth no more; Death hath m 
power over him, Rom. 6. 9. | ; 
' And thus we have conſidered the Hiſtory of Chriſt 
Paflion and Reſurre&ion, the firſt and ſecond generd 
Conſideration ;: Who it was that ſuffered ;- and what 't 
was he ſuffered. The Third Conſideration follows. 
IIL From whom be [offered all theſe things; the cots 
{ideration of which doth highly advance the Suffering 
of Chriſt. 1. He ſuffered this from the hands of hs 
own Father; it was he that bruiſed him, put him« 
grief, and made his Soul an offering for fin, 1/a. 53: 10 
- It was he that reached him out-that bitter Cup to drink, 


£ 


John 18. 11. The Cnp which my Father -hath given my» 


ſhall I not drink ? It was he, that bound that my ſo 
clok 


of "Chisft Crucified. »s 
offs ad him; \that made::him\ ſweat great drops of ; 
. uf Be khonBiadad, -and: though thrice importuned/for 
kſpenſation from it, yee-wonld nat grant it: 1twas he, 
ae-whan the greateſt extremity of. pair and ſorrow lay 
zon-him,; to-add:thereunto, withdrew the' ſenſe of. his 
efence from him, 'which wrung from him that bitcee 
y;" My God, wy God, why haſt thou: forſaken me ? The 
quries of -an Enemy are eafily born, but the forſakings 
2. Father are intolerable. 2: The immediate Inſtru- 
-nts 2nd Contrivers of his ſufferings were ſuch as had 
nearneſs of relation to him ; people of the ſame Na+ 
>n, and his Kinſmen according to the fleſh; the ſeed 
; Abraham ; people of his own Religion; that worſhip- 
} the ſame God; acknowledged the ſame Scripture ; 
>: Vifible Church/-of God ;-and chief Repreſentatives 
that|Church ; moſt eminent in place, reputation:and 
etence of: holineſs ;- the chief Prieſts, 'and Elders,: and 
rribes; People that he had never 1njured in his life; bue 
bliged them wich his many miraculous Cures, his-pre- 
pus and Heavenly Inſtructions, his tendereſt and-dear- 
Love and Compaſſion: That very Feruſalem, which 
wept over, atth; 23. 37. and would have gathered 
a Hen gathereth-her Chickens under her wings, - is 
w that brood that ſeeks.the deſtruction of him, chat 
me to ſave them; and in that vile competition offered 
them between their Redeemer and Murderer, choſe 
ther: to ſave-a MalefaRtor, Matth.-27. 20. and to deli- 
r. their: Innocent and Merciful Saviour : And: theſe 
ere they that; beyond the examples even of common 
manity, purſued their Kinſman, their Benefactor, their 
edeemer, with ſuch exact Bitterneſs, and Malice, -and 
rn, and Cruelty., that as 1t ſeemed barbarous to the - 
eathen Judge, ſo-1r hath out-gone the praftice of the 
2atheniſh Tycants: Pſal. 55. 12, It was not an enemy 
at reproached me, then would I have born it, but it was 
ou, mine acquaintance. 


IV, 


LES rh _ - ſts) age. 8 ah, ” " 4 "FP s "AI RPITRe? "UF 
5 8.5% ol Sk x; 4 4 = . MES gk 0 ” 

Eb 

: % 

- 


76 Of the Knowledee + | 
IV. Let us confider:How be ſuffered all theſe thig 
and this doth infinitely advance the Excellence and \y 
of his Suffering. 1. He ſuffered . Innocewthy; Haq 
He had done no violence, neither 4s any deceit in bis, may 
yet it'' pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, 2 Cor« 5- 24.1 
made: bins to be ſin for ut, who knew'no-(in. The Cony 
nions of his ſuffering juſtifie him, Luke 23. 41. Wei 
juſtly, but this man bath done nothing amiſs: his Penl, 
tors juſtifie himz and yer their Malice reſted nat; 
= out falſe witneſſes againſt him, Ad4erth. 264 
And when they themſelyes were convinced of theirg 
injuſtice, in proſecution. of an Innocence, yet what t 
could not avouch 'upon the account of Juſtice, they, 
upon the point of Expedience,- Febx 18. £4. Cal 
; +> them counſel, that it was expedient that one ſlig 

teforthe people : Feds: that betrayed him, juſtifiedly 
Matth. 2:4. 4- I have ſinned, in that :l bave betrayed thy 
wocers blood: His Judge acquits him, and 1n a fignal 
fimony of his judgment, Marth; 27. 24. He took wil 


and waſhyd bis haads befare the multitude, ſaying, I am 
wocent of the blood of this juſt Ons And: yet though; 


teſtimony of the ſatisfaRtion of his judgment, he wa 
his hands in water before them, yet the condemns! 
perſon that he acquits, and tains thoſe hands 1n the bl 
of our Lord, whom yer he pronounceth Innocent. 4 
this Innocence of our Saviour was not only a Negali 
Innocence, an abſence of guilt, but a Poſitive Innocent 
he ſuffered that had' not only done no il}, bur that | 
done nothing but good : he healed theic fick, he au 
their lame, their blind, their deaf, their lepers, caſt 
their Devils, and which was more than all this, ſhes 
them the way to Eternal Life, tothe ſaving of che'S! 
of 'many, and the convincing of the Conſcicncesd 
that heard him, Fobn 9. 45. Newer man ſpake liks 
»an :* And well might he ask as once he did, upon's 
ther occaſion, For which of all my good works do 
we? Joby 10,32, do ye Crucihe me? © Ble(k Ls 


of Obrift Cracified. _ 


ifie thee for allchy good works :: If choy had(t 
bly thou mi  haye-been ſpared un, 


Y2 R 
e ſtead of Barghhas3/ nay, it thou hadft been anly In- 
ant, it is poſlible thy Peplecutors might not. have 
violent againſt :chee : burzhon ſuf- | 
ood than didft;/. le: was not anly 
e-that ſpared nat thy Innocence; but 
3 4maproyemeat-of Envy that did- malign thy. very 
daſs Matihs 27+ 48. For he knew for envy they had 

ivered bin Ser 030% '4o 
p Fe Gre all Petiewty; 1a. 53; 7. He was oppref= 
- end be was afflifted , yes be opened nor bis mouth; be is 
ply as @ Lowb to the [laughter ; and 65 4 ſheep before her 
97s is duynh, fo be epencd nat bis wough:: Betrayed by 
Diſciples, hurried away by the black. guard that ap- 
ts and Elders, farlaken and denied by his followers, 
ckean, {p13 upen, and baſfly injured by the abjeRs in 
-High Prieſts; Hall, derided by Herod, inſulted upon 
Pilate, Knoweſt thou not that 1 hawg power to condemi 
? whipt, doathed in ſcorn with purple, and crown- 
vith 2 crown, of thorns, 2nd in that diſguiſe ſaluted 
ore, with, Hail King: of the Jews: forced to. bear his 
jenſame Croſs, which muſt afterwards bear him; 
; then, 25 one of the baſeſt of men and vileſt of ma- 
tors, nailed to the Croſs with moſt exquiſite tor- 
"+; 3nd then, by-one of his Companions in Death, 
15e general rabble that were abqur. kim, by the ſu- 
fious Sceribes and Elders, reproached as a Blaſphe- 
,@5.4n Impoſtor:- and: yet in the midſt of all- this 
>, ſcarce a word ſpoken, andthoſe th he ſpake, 
(avouring of: any: Impatience, or Complaint againft 
Peclecutors, bus full of Mildneſs, Gentleneſs, Sweert- 
Goodaels, and. whylſt his Perſecutors are buſie in re+ 
85.and tormentings, he is as. induſtrious to- pray for 
Luke 23: 44. Father forgive them, they know nat 


they, do; * 
| 3- Which 


x. *' fe mv = 

' '3. Which is yet «higher ſtep,” he ſuffered all thiaree 
lingly and Cheerfully, 'John 10. 18. No man taketh myth, 
from me, but 1 lay #t down of my ſelf, Luke 12. 50. W ore 


4 Baptiſm to be baptized with, and bow am I ſtraitnl 
it be fulfilled? © And this willingneſs of our Lords {4 
ings appears in theſe particulars: ' 1. In 'that why 
had Power to prevent it, and to reſcue himſelf fro 
inſolence of his Perfecutors, yet he ufeth it not 
Angel armed by Commiſſion from God, 'in one'1 
deſtroyed a vaſt Army of the Afyrians,; and uponi 
defire of our Lord, no lefs than twelve Legions: 
ready for his Guard ; But yet this muſt not be ; How 
ſhall: the Scriptures be fulfilled ? Matth. 27.53, 54. ' W 
the Company that were ſent to apprehend him,'l 
thoſe words, I am he, they went backward and fel 

| the ground, Foby 18.6. The ſame power by which 
fell, could have ſo bound them never to have rife 
gain ; but our Lord, though he manifeſted this Pa 
to evidence his Divinity, yet he uſeth it not fo fars 
impede his Paffion ;4and as it were, reſumes and 
back that manifeſtation of his Deity, leſt it might 
means to interrupt the ſervice which - he was about 
perform for mankind. He asked them again, Whom| 
ge? | 2. In that he corrects and checks all things! 
might be either an impediment of his Paffion, or't 
might, in the leaſt degree, betray an Unwillingnel 
| him to undergo it. © Doubtleſs there was an adequitt 
preſentation unto him of the dreadfulneſs of that? 
flic he was to undergo with the wrath of :God, arid 
upon all occaſions he corrects that fear and thoſs 
-apprehenſions which cauſed his humane nature to ſhip 
at it;  Fobn 12. 27. Father ſave me from this hour Wat 
for this cauſe came I to this hour; Matth. 26, 39. Fa 
sf it be poſſible, let this Cup paſ[s from me: nevertl 
wot as I will, but as thou wilt: That even whilſt th 
frmity of his humane nature ſtarted atthe apprehei 
of what he was to ſuffer, and prayed againſt it, bo | Co 
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reeneh and purity. of his Obedience carried him on- to 
. and made him,, as it were, unpray. what he had be- 
ore prayed: And though hi; Soul ſtartled ar the, diſco- 
ery. of chat diſmal vale that he was now to paſs through, 

er his Love to mankind and his Reſolution of Obedi- 
nce to his Father's Will carried: him on with Willing- 

ef to ſuffer-that which he was troubled co ſee. - Again, 
pw doth he check. all his impediments to his ſuffering : 

e foreſeeth Shame and Pain; he arms himſelf againſt 

oth ; Heb, 12.. 2, with Patience againſt the latter, he 
ndured the Croſs; with Reſolution againſt the former, 
deſpiſed the Shame. Again , when Peter began- to 

lay the Politician in advifing our. Lord to decline his 
ifering, how ſeverely doth he take him up ? Aer. 16.23: 
obn 18. 11. Get thee behind me ; the Cup which my Father 

th given me to drink, ſhall 1 not drink it? Again, when 

& forward zeal of the Diſciple drew. his Sword, and 

it off a Servant of the High | Prieſt's Ear, our Lord 

hecks the aſſailant, and cures the wound ; left anything 
jould retard the Execution of that thing for which: he 

ame into the world,” or import the leaſt argumont of 
ckwardneſs in him to undergo it., Mat. 26. 52. abs 
8.11, Itis yery obſervable to ſee how Pilate was ready 
d-flufuate upon every accaſfion, and ſhifted from place 

d place, and from point to point, to decline the con- 
mnation of our Lord: When he anſwered him; no- 
ung, he marvelled, and was at a ſtand upon his filence, 
{8t.27.17- When he heard his accuſation to be, be- 
aule he made himſelf the Son of God, he was the more 
aid, obn 19. 8. he. had ſecret checks from his. own 
Lonſcience, and weighty advertiſements from his Wife, 
\Wat- doubtleſs did put him to a great perplexicy of mind, 
Which was ſcarcely conquerable by the importunity of 


ie Fews : And, if in the midſt of this unreſolvedneſs 
d helitancy of mind, our Saviour ſhould in any one 
{wet of his, have ſent forth thar Majeſty and ſtrength 


 Convidion, that he could eaſily, and upon former 
" | | | oceaſions 
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-ocedfions had dons, certaitily che Fewer thirft hive 51 
pected the coming of another Depury to have bor Bl” * 
Pxeeutiohet of-this 'purpsſs, Biit '6ur Lord Was ig 
from declining this great work of 6ir Redertiprionly 
Blood, that 'hs ſeems purpoſely to decline tha 6 | 

of ſpeech ; wherewkh he eoul havs eonfoundat iP? 
- Judge; and either arfwered him with fllencs, or wt” 
ſuch exproſons as right not v6 niuth affiight Him | 

thy: pfoeveding in that fid Imploynient; Fob 15, 

Thod couldft hav th” power a all atthnſ® mi; wleſs it Wil. © 
given thee of God, Thought he blamed the malice of... 
Accufery,” he admits atid afſcrts the Authority of! 


Jad oe <N a 8 a 
© 'V, 'Let tis cofifider,; Fo? whos be' ſuffered alt this: 1.98 
Perſons for whos he fuffered deſerved t mw ; The ew”? 
fiens'of the Scripture are full ir this; Rom, $. 9,8: 1 
athdentive for & Good than ſirvie would 9 dave toh 
buf God commhendech bis lows 1024945 as i that, with Wil. 
Were yet Smitters, Chit died for #s > the objes Wi.” 
Which he looked apon in” his ſufferings were darknhl . 
Eyl/5'$./ Children of wrath, Ep. 2. 3. Alievs froWi...: 
Commod wealth” off Iſrael, frangers from the Couolil 
Promiſe, having 16 huge, and without God in the 
Eph..2: 12. Seebut what a Monſter the beſt of us Wl... 
nv our natural condition, wherr every power of 6a... 
af Bbty was quite corrupted from ch& os arid cen. 
 whieh they were made, Row: 4:9, 10, Oe. 5, As i wall \ 
riot deſerved it not, not any deliverance by it , 
ol 


w #4 for 4 company of Creatures thit'wire fo Wa 
tions for, nor fought after redemption {7 ſuch as i 
16nbrant of che own Miſery, and nb way endeav 
" i after Mercy. Thus He was found of they that fi Ha 
him #65; and ſurely lictle ſeeking couldbe fouttd'of flflh.., 
a5 Were i! ſuch a condition; Epb.2. r. Dead in Treſp, 
and Sins.” 3. Not only for thoſe that neither deſervhy,, 
ror ſought after dehverance; bt his ſufferings wereWlh.,, 
thofe that' were Enemies 5 Romi: 5: 10; If when we 
| En 
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WM renies, we wert reconciled ro God by the Death of bi Song 
Wl. 7. 21. And you that were ſometimes alienated and E- 
ics im your thind by Wicked works, yet now hath be re- 
vkd: . And the” Enmity was ſo perfect that it corrup- 
d che beſt habits of our minds, and turned them into 
» abſtracted kind of Enmity ; the very wiſdont' of the. 
{þ, earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, Fam. 3. 15. So that 
ere. Was. not. only in our nature an abſence. of any 
pod that might move God to do any thing for us, and 
2 abſence of that life that might be ſolicitous for ſelf ; 
at there was a poſitive malignity 1n our Nature againſt 
at God, that ſhould pardon; againſt that Chrift that 
1d ſacrsfie; againſt that Grace and Spirit that hould 
aply : We. were 4Quated with thoſe vile affe@Qions and 
fis; that-Jooked upon a Saviour with no leſs averſion 
d ſpite, than thoſe Devils did, that cryed out of the 
olſefſed man, Art thou come to torment us before our time ? 
1d yet for theſe, and ſuch as theſe, our Saviour died ; 
xy, ſome of theſe who had actually their hands in his 
lood, found the efficacy of that very blood which they 
ed, Heb. 12. 24. not crying for-revenge againſt them, 
it for mercy for them, and healing thoſe who had ctuel- 
{pile it; the efficacy-of thacbleſſed Prayer of his 3 Fa- 
ber forgrve them, they know not what they do," within 
me few motiths after his death did firſt wound ther 
"carts with a ſenſe of their guilt, and then healed them 
"SWrich the infuſton of his Bl As 2.23, 37- 
8 VI. From the conſideration of the farmer particulars, 
will eaftly appear what was the Motrwe f this great 
ork. We bave ſeen im the creature nothing bur Sin and 
"WWamicy againſt God, and conſequently a juſt obligation 
cvcrlaſting wrath and miſery: So there we' can had 
&ehumg that might upon any account of merit.or defert 
raw. out ſuch mercy as thi, We. muſt ſeek for the 
fotive 19 the Anchor of it : and in him there was wo 
eceſſity at'all ro bind him tot: It was his own! free: will 
at at fhiritgaye Man a Being, and a bleſſed Being ; a 
when 
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| hen he had finned againſt the Law and Conditions 
his Creation; there 'was'a Neceflity of Juſtice for hg. 
ternal Piimiſhment, but" no _neceſficy at -## for his Rt 
ration. - God made all things for his Glory, .not beeulllif« 
heftood in need of it ; for he had-in himſelf ant 
Self-fafficiency and Happineſs, that ſtood not ini 
of ithe glory of his Creation, nor was: capable of an! 
ceſlion by it: And if 1t- had, yet che great God @ 
have enjoyed: the Glory of his Juſtice, -in the-everlath 
puniſhment 'of unthankful Man, and-yet chad iglom 
Creatures enough, the bleſſed Angels, to have been; 
everlaſting- partakers 'and admirers of his GoodnaMl 1 
Andif there had been yet an abſolute neceflity of vii; 
intelleual Creatures, to be the participants of his Ga 
neſs, and the aRive Inſtruments of his Glory; the {x 
Power that created men, at firſt, could-have ereatt 
.new generation of man that might have ſuppliedWn 
ion of our firſt parents and hike deſcendants. Wh 441 
then is the original of all his Goodneſs! to poor fig 
man? co-purchaſe fach a worthleſs ereature- at ſucki 
invaluable price as the blood of the Son af God ?  Nothy 
but Love; free yndeſerved Love; Love that loved bel 
' & was ſought; that loved when it was: reje&ed : Deulih £ 
' 7. The Lord did not ſet his love upon. you, -nor chooſe anc 
becauſe ye'were more but becauſe the: Lord. loved youy, 
loved you becauſe he loved you : as Almighty. God aj 
not define himſelf by any thing but. himſelf, 1 am thiffad: 
am, 'Exod. 3. 14. fo he can reſolve his Love into noifin i 
ther motive than his Love; he loved you becauſe heWani 
ved you: : And here is: the ſpring , the fountain offi 
this ge and unheard of Goodnels of God.in Ch 
nothing but the free Love of God; Fobn 3- 16. Sohis 
lowed. the world, that be gave bis only begotten Son, WCh 
x John 4. 10. Here is Love, not that we. loved God; 
that he lowed us, and ſent his Son to be @ propitiation favic 
fons; and that very ſame individual Love that was in8W.Ls 
Father to ſend, was in the Son to come, and to dieWef ; 
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ve. - Le was-he that loved and waſhed us ' with his own. 
loc roar we us. becauſe he loved.us;... When nol 
Bs Exekic's wretched Infancy, Exgb..16.. 5, 6. poll 

_ our Blood ; -when-no eye. pitzef then-this Loveof, 
od: paſſed by us, and ſaid unto-ug;; Live; yea ſaid unto 


when we were in our Blood, Lives And. when chat 
ufe-was not acquitable for us," bat by che Death of the 
"trnal Son of God, ;then to purchaſe tha life for us,. he 
old his own; and-to: waſh us from-the pollutions of aur 


Slood, freely ſpent and ſhed his gwn... This was the 
ove of Clrif,bich paſſih Knowledge, Eph. 3, 19. 
na FE, Now let-os confider :be End. aud Scope of this ad- 
nireble Love of Chriſt: - And as it looks upward towards 
God, fo-it looks downwards towards Us; as he was the 
Mediator between- both, ſo the End,of his Mediatorſhip 
taiteſpe& to, both :. 1, Is reference to God, and fo the 
Ends of our Lord's Suffering were principally, ; 
4 Wo To reſtore unto Almighty God the ative Service 
ad: Glory of his | Creature... Almighty God did at 
We firſt create Man inſuch a Conſticution, that he might, 
wot -only paſlively' and objeively;': bring unto him che 
Zlory of his Power and Wiſdom 1n:the framing of ſuch 
a Creature to Glorifie him, as the Heavens, the Stars 
and other Creatures below an intelle&ual Nature do; 
: Wu to be a beholder. of; himſelf and his works, to be an 
oWblerver-of his Will, and tq glorifie. his Maker in the 
ofadmication of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and 
win the Obedience and Obſervance of his Law and Will, 
Land to his own Glory had by an eternal Bond annexed 
ws 'Creature's Perfection and Bleſſedneſs. Man rebelled, 
and therefore as he' became unſerviceable tothe End of 
is Creation, fo he loſt the Blefledneſs of his Condition : 
AFChriſt came, and by his own Blood purchaſed as unto 
vAMan, his Bleſſednels, fo unto God the Glory and Ser- 
"vice of his Creature : This was old Zachary's Collection, 
nl Luke 2. 74, 75. That we being delivered out of the hands 
68's or Enemies, might ſerve = without fear, in holineſs 


and 
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ant rigbteouſujeſs Titus 2. 14. ' Who pave -bimſelf fois 
chat 6. m1 NN  wobas all iniquity,  and' purifce'a 
birſelf a peculiar-þ CORY good- works, And: 
was the chief bait 6 "that Accoufittthat our Lord giv 
unto his Father;*in that" bleſſed ' Prayer that he mak 
lictle | before his Paſſion, Fob '17.' 145" F bave: giath 
rhee on Earth, T bave finiſhed the work which thou you 
me to do. As if heſtiould have fad, Thou hath 
© me into the world about a great arid weighty Buſir 
© the Reſtitution of thy faln Creatares$'and that t& 
© 1n as thy Creatire may partake of thy. Goodneſsji 
*-thoti mayſt "reap: che Glory of thy Creature's Servi 
* And now behold” according to thit'command of thi 
*I here retirn unto thee 'thy Creature healed ,\« 
*'reftored, that ie* may be' as well a'monument, 4 
* proclaimer_ of thy* Goodneſs and: Glory, unto allE 
* nity. Mey Sint L343 © 
© 2. To manifeſt unto Men and Angels'the Glory 
infinite Perfe&ion'and Excellence of #11 his bleſſed? 
tributes : The Glory**of 'his Wiſdom 1n contriving;'ul 
of his Power in effefting ſuch 'a''deliverancs 'fort 
Children of Men, 'by a way that exceeded the diſqt 
tion of Men and Angels; the Glory of his Mercy,'4 
could not have been poflibly "fo conſpicuous to mank 
if Man had never faly; Inthe Creation of Mat hein 
nifeſted the Glory of his Goodneſs, that communie 
a Being to him, that ſo'he might 'communicate' 
Goodneſs tohim: But in the Redemption: of Mani 
manifeſted his Mercy in forgiving and healing ara 
lious and miſerable Creature : The Glory of his Juſt 
that would not pardon the Sin till-he had a 'Satisfall 
on for the Sin ; that 'would not ſpare the Son, whom! 
choſe to be the Surety for the Sinner. 38 
2. In referencero Man: Andſo the Ends of our Lon 
- Suffering were principally chefe: a... 
1. To abſolve and deliver im from Guile, the'Ct 
ſequence of Sin, andJMilſery the' Fruit of Guile. Epb.1 
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Tailors ive bave: redemption.tbrough' bis + Blood, the. for- 
piveneſs of fins, Ad furely, had the-Fruic.of Chriſt's 
Death reſted\here, it-had been a great degree'of>Mer- 
yy, 16 weighty weighed the heavineſs of the burthen 
of Guilt, the ſeverity of ithe Wrath of: God; and:the-ex- 
tremicy. of:thac Miſery that doth and: muſt attend mn; 1f 
a) Man:under: the:Guilt» and: Horror of -fome hideotts 
Treaſon; under: the fevere and inexorable Sentence of 
the Laws againſt him,” under the imminent Inflition of 
moſt exquiſite and continuing Torments, ſhould but 
hear of :2:(Pardon and: diſcharge from this; hw welcom 
would 1tbe, though the reſidue of his Life were: to be 
ſpenc-+1n- Exile? But our Lord's purchaſe reſts noc 
here. : i - 

2. 'To'Reconcile God to his Creature : . So that it 
doth inot only remove:the Effe&s of the Anger of God, 
which 15 Puniſhment, which may be removed, and yer 
the- Anger continuings- Nor doth. it only remove* the 
Anger of- God, and: leaves a- man in a kind of ſtate of 
Indifferency, as it.is between perſons that never were ac- 
quainted one with another: But itis a ſtate of Reconci- 
lation, "Eph. 2, 16. That he might reconcile both unto 
Gad in one body by the Croſs, having ſlain the enmity there- 
by'; 2 Cor, 5. 19. God was in Chriſt.reconcilmp the world 
unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. And 
cereainly.this 15 a great Addition unto the former; that 
Godin. Chriſt ſhould not only paſs 'by our Sins, bu: 
ſhould. no longer look upon us as Strangers, but as Per- 
ſogsreconciled unto. him ; And ſurely a Soul ſenlible of 
the unhappy Condition. of being eſtranged trom God, 
how: highly. would he prize a ſtate of Reconailiation, 
though ic were in the meaneſt and. loweſt Relation? 
Luke 15. 19. 1 am no more worthy to be called thy Son, - 
make me ax one of thy - bired Servants : So that I may nat 
beeltranged from thee, reconcile me unto thy ſelf, chough 
m the:Condition of thy meaneſt Servant. But neither 
doth the happy Fruit of our Lord's Suffertng reſt here. 
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3. Toreſtore unto.us that-near'and: bleſled Relationj 
being Sons of God : , .Gal. 4» 11$;. |;That we. might: 7 T 
.. the' adoption of Sons, I John Jo: Si Behold: now ei 
the Sons of God, \ and. it doth not. jet appear ..what we: jy 
be.. This was that. dear. expreflion of our Lord, :afterh 
Reſurre&ion,: Fobn:20-' 19+: Go #0, wii Brethren,/ and 
* them 1 aſcend unto My Fathir and Your: Father, ; to: MyG 
and Your God + He ſeems: to. intereſs them/in; this-Bleſl 
Relation in a kind of equality: with; umſelt; My Ik 
thren, My Father-.and. Your; Father, and:the ſg 
-and comfortable conſequents sf this: are incomparadk 
Is he my Father ?; then 1 know he can/pity-me as:a Fat 
pitieth his Children, Pſal. 103. 13, he can-pardon. aq 
ſpare me as a Father ſpareth hjs Son” that ſerves hi 
Aal. 3. 17. Is he my Father ?.-then whither ſhould 
go but to him for. proreRtion an;all- my dangers? ford 
reQions in all my difficulties 2 for: ſatisfaction 1n all-m 
doubts? for ſupply in all my wants? This I can. wi 
confidence expect from a . poor earthly Father, ace 
_ ding to the compaſs of his abilities: 1f ye rhew: being /eni 
know how to give good things unto Your Children, how mu 
more ſhall Your Father, *who « in Heaven, give good thing 
to them that ack bim; Matth. 7.11. Mercy, and Com 
pailton, and Love, 1s a Virtue in a man, 4n an ear} 
Father, a peice of that 'Image of God which at-fit{tt 
imprinted in Man; and yet paſlion and human iniv 
mity,. as it hath much weakned the habit thereof ina 
ſo it may ſuſpend the exerciſe thereof to a near Relatian; 
But in Almighty God theſe Virtues are m their PerieQian 
; and nothing at all in him that can remit it, Mercy a0 - «| 
Tendernels are Attributes which he delights m5: Merg 
pleaſeth him; it was the great Attribute he. proclaime 
his Name byRExed. 34. 6. and ſo diffuſive is his Me 
Cy that it extends to all, He # good t0 all, aud. bis:tens 
Mercies are ever all bis works, Plal. I 45. 9s and not of 
ly; to the Juſt and Good, but even to the Unkind 
cauſing his Sun to ſhine upon the Evil and the Good 
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rely be"that hath" Mercy' and Goodtieſs for an E- 

ny; cannot defiy'it unto a'Child.' (Can 4 Mother for- 

get- & ſucking Child? &E Tea' ſhe' may forget ; yet will I 
wo. forget vhie, ſaith. the Lord. 1a. 40: b : Pe Te BY 

4. To reſtorststo {moſt ſure, everlaſting and bleſſed 
Inheritance in Heaven!" Gal. 4. 9.” 1/'a' Som, then an Heir 
of God through ons of and here is the complement of all 
not only abſolved from' the guile of fin, reconciled co 
God, put into the relation of a Child of God; bur after 
all chis;\ to be everlaſtingly and unchangeably ſtated in 
4 bleſſed condition-unto all Eternity*:, and' all this from 
the condition of-a' moſt - vile, ſinful loſt Creature; and 
by ſach a price as the Blood of Chriſt. © More need not, 
cannot be ſaid. '' 1D, 

VIIE And by what-hath been faid, it is'eafie to ſee 
what the Fruits and Effes of all this are. God will not 
be diſappointed in the end of fo great a work, and there- 
fore we cannot be diſappointed in the 'fruir of it; and 
thoſe are either ſuch as are enjoyed in this life, or prin- 
cipally appropriated to that which is to come. 1. Thoſe 
' Benefits that naturally ariſe from Chriſt Erucified, and 
' are enjoyed 3» this life, are theſe : = . 

1. Fuſtification and Acceptation in the fight of God; he 
looks upon us as thoſe that have ſatisfied his Juſtice when 
his: Son ſuffered ;/ and as thoſe that performed his Will, 
when his Son performed it : So that as our Lord imputed 
our finsto our Redeemer, ſo he 1imputes his Righteouſneſs 
unte us; and as he was well pleaſed with him, ſo he was 
well-pleaſed in him, with as many as are received into 
- this\Covenant. | 

2: Peace with God. This is the natural conſequenceof 
the former. Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace. with God throug h:our Lord Feſus Chrifk, The'only 
cauſe-of: breach between God and his 'Creature is remo- 
ved, and Peace and Love reſtored between'them. 

3. Free Acceſs, unto God : For we are reſtored unto Peace 
with him,” and conſequently acceſs. unto” him; -and 'in- 
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deed, it is a part. of chat duty which he .expeds from wy 
Our accels to him, is not only. our, privilege, -as; the ag! 
cels of 2 Subjedt to.his, Prince, or a Child to his. Fathers 
bur it is our duty, as a-thing enzoyned unto us in te{timgs 
ny of our. dependance.and love unto him. * 7 
© 4. Conlequently,: Peace with: our. ſelves, and: our ow 
Conſcience; and that upon a double ground. - 1. 'Becauſe 
our Conſcience 15 ſprinkled by the Blood of Chriſt, which 
defaceth and. obluteraterh all thoſs black ems, that other? 
wiſe would be. continually 'calling upon. us. 2+ Becauſe 
Conſcience evet {ideth with: God, whoſe Vicegerent ſhe 
15 1n the coul7 and; hath che' very ſame aſpeR,' for thi 
moſt part, that-Heaven hath ; and therefore if it be clear 
above, 1t is ordinarily quiet within ; and if God ſpeals 
Peace, the Conſcience, unleſs diſtempered, 'dath no 
ſpeak croubles, - at ; 
5. An Aflurance of a continual ſupply of ſufficient Gra, 

to lead us chrough this vale of trouble, without a find 
epoſtacy or failing from. him. Were our Salvatzon it 
our own hands, . or. managed by our own ſtrength, we 
ſhould utterly loſe ic every moment; but the Power, and 
Truth, and Love of God is ingaged in'a Covenant of 
the higheſt Solemnicty that ever was, ſealed in the Blood 
of the Son of God, for our Preſervation3 and it ſhall be 
as. impoſſible for 'us ro fall from that condition, - as for 
the. Almighty God to be diſappointed : No, his Counal 
and. Truth, che conſtant ſupply, of the Bleſſed: Spirit of 
Chriſt, ſhall keep alive that Seed of Life, that he: hath 
thrown into his, Soul. 1 "Fobn3. 9. For his Seed remains. 
eth in him, and be cannot Sin, becauſe be is born of God, © 
_ 6. Sufficient Grace to. preſerve us from, or ſupport us 
12, or deliver .us out of Temprations, We ſtand 'more in 
need of Grace, .that. we do of.our Bread ; becauſe: tha 
conſequence of the want of the former, is of moredan- 
ger than the latter, by ſo much as the Soul is more val: 
able than the-Bady. If: our Father is pleaſed tofurnifh 
vs.with our. daily bread, how ſhall-he'then rate _ 
uy 
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d d hourly app! es of his Grace ? Rom. 8. v. 13. | 
wb Ince, bur. intereſt .therein is found upon; the 
oyenant made. 1n the blood of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 12.9. My * 


irace ts. ſufficient: {or thee. . 
7% A ans e Acceptation of our duties, fince they 
> the performances of Children; and therefore noc 
| MS 2a phe 78 to their own worth, but according 


o the relation and affe&ion from whence they,” pro- 


$. A gentle and merciful pardoning of our failings, even 
a Father pitieth and pardoneth.che infirmities of a 
11d, and thaugh he does not diſpenſe with preſumptu- 
bus fences; yet he either obſerves not, or forgives their 
many Infirmities. And it is a privilege of high con- 
nment to us, that as in our firſt converſion, the Blood 
ff Chriſt waſheth away a whole life of ſins at once, fo 
after our converſion, the ſame Fountain ſtands open ; 
hereunto we may and mult reſort, to cleanſe our daily 
Failings. Chriſt received by Faith in the. heart, is a 
zontinual Sacrifice, which I may preſent unto the Fa- 
er, for my ſins committed after- my converſion. 
9: A comfortable reſtitution of a juſt Intereſt in the 
reatures, When Man forſook the Allegiance he owed 
o his Maker, the intereſt he had in the Creature, did, 
as it were eſcheat to the Lord: And thongh his Goad: 
neſs after permitted him the uſe of them, yet it was ſtill, 
35 it were, upon account : And as the Sons of Men have. 
a great account to give unto God for their fins, ſo they 
have for his Creatures. Chriſt hath reſtared unto us a 
better propriety in that, which civil cight hath made; outs, 
than what we had before. WOE 
. Io. A' Comfortable and Sanfified Uſe of all Conditions ; 
In. Proſperity, Moderation; in Adverſity., Contented- 
neſs; 1n all, Sobriety. For as our Lord hath purchafed 
for us Grace, to uſe all things aright; ſo he hath obtained 
for us an inheritance, that renders the beſt the World _ 
can giye us, unworthy to be valued, and the worſt i can 
| | "0" '- " "give 
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cdneſs which he hath ſetled upon us.” 
It. Conſequently Contempt of the World; becauſe high 
. matters are. in my eye, ſuch as the beſt'the: World 
Yield, cannot equal; nor the'worſt ic can infli, canh 
take away. All this upon oO ceo lh1 "10 
' 12, A Lively Hope: A hope that maketh not aſhamg 
'even of that Glory which my Saviour came down fro 
Heaven to. purchaſe by his Blood ; and: the aſlurajg 
whereof he hath ſealed with his Blood :' Fob 14. 2; 
T go to prepare place for you, and'if I go, and preyaty, 
Place for you, I will come again, and recerve you wnit'y 
felf,, that where I am, ye may be alſo: A hope of a ble 
Reſucre&ion after death ; a hope of that bleſſed apy 
rance of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; a'hopt 
that Glorious Sentence in the preſence of Men and-Aj 
gels, Come ye bleſſed; and an hope of an Everlaſtiy 
Eſtate of Bleſledneſs and Glory in the preſence of v 
great 'God, and the glorified Saints and Angels, unts; 
Eternity. - And the efficacy of this hope dipt in the blu 
of Chriſt, brings us Victory : | pf 
. I. Vittory over Sin. Sin ſhall not have dominjon over y 
for ye are not under the Law, but under Grace, Rom. 6.1 
wy {rv dgay this hope purifieth himſelf, even as he is pun 
1. John 3. 3. Sd: j l 
* 2., Victory over the World, in the beſt it can affords 
its flatteries and favours: theſe are too ſmall and incor 
fiderable, when compared with this hope; they ſhunt 
like a Candle in the Sun; and are ineffectual to win ova 
a Soul that is fixed upon this Hope, and Victory over tht 
worſt the World can inflit: Our Lord hath conquerel 
the World in this reſpe& for us : Be not afraid, 1 hav 
overcome the World, John 16. 33. and conquered it in «; 
This is the Viftory that overcometh the World , even: you 
Faith, 1 John 5.4. ; 8 
. Yitory over -Degth ; which now, by means of thi 
bleſi d hope 1s ſtript, as well of her terror as hor Pore 


+ 


bus 


A 


of Chriſt Crucified. - 9r- 
bus thanks be unto God, who giveth us the Vittory through 
ir Lord Feſus Chrift., 1 Cor. 15. 37. 

And” now though the Nature of this Argument hath - 
arried my Meditations to a great height, yet to avoid 
ſtakes, fome things I muſt ſebjoin. 

1. That when I thus aggravate the ſufferings of our 
xrd under the imputed guile of the fins of Mankind ; 
* we muſt not-think that his ſufferings were the ſame 
ith the Damned in duration, ſo neither in kind, nor 

degree; for this could neither conſiſt with the purity 
F his Nature, nor innocence, nor dignity of his Perſon, 
xr the hypoſtatical Union ot both Natures in him : 

t he ſuffered as much as was conſiſtent with theſe 
pnfiderations ; and, as conſidering the dignity of his 
erſon, was equivalent to the fin and demerits of all 

ankind. | ' 

2. That his Righteouſneſs imputed to us, doth not ex- 

pt us: from acquiring a Righteouſneſs inherent in us ; 

'his were to _ the end of his ſuffering, which 

25'to redeem us from our vain converſation, -and make 
$ a peculiar people zealous of good works. | 

3. That this purchaſe of Salvation by Chriſt for Be- 
vers, 1s not to render them idle, or ſecure, or pre- 
mptuous z where there is ſuch a diſpoſition of Soul, it 
an evident Indication, that 1t is not yet truly United 
nto Chriſt by true Faith and Love; | his Grace is ſuffi- 
ient to preſerve'us, and always ready to do it, if we do 
ot wilfully negle& or reject ut. | 
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who ſoever is born of God, overcometh the World; 
md thi is the Vittory that. pd mh the World, 
wen your Faith. | 


1. The 4# which is here declared, Vittory 
or Overcome 
- 2,'The Perſon that exarifith this Ac, or 
cerning whom'this A's affirnied,. deſcribed by this 
cription, a Perſon (at 1 is born of God, 


: | Helſe things are herein conſiderable : 


"1 
33 
F 
* 


B: The 


94 , \ The Vittory of Faith 
3- The Thing upon which this A& of Vi&ory is 
ded vs Tree oc TT oo 
4- The Inffrument or Means, by which this A ie 
ciſed, UI. Faith. _ "4 
5. The Method or Order, 'or formal Reaſon whit 
Faith overcometh. this World. _ "8 
Some few: Obſefvations I ſhall deliyer touching 
theſe in the Order propoſed. 7h _ 
E. Yi&ory or Overcoming is a ſubjugation or brig 
under an oppoſing Party tothe Power and Will of j 
ther. And this Victory is of two kinds, compleat 
perfe&/or incompleator iniperfet. -2, The Nat 
a compleat Victory is when'either-the; oppoſing ] 
s totally deſtroyed, or at leaſt when feſpoiledd 


poſlibility of future Refiſtance : Thus the Son-of 
the Captain of our Salvation , overcame the We 
Fohn 16. 33. . Be of gaad cheer, I have overcome 
World. And thus when we are delivered from this| 


of we ſhall overcome'the World. This com 


will be the portion of the Church and Chl 
riamphant..' Again 2; There is*.a Vi&ory but ind 
pleat, fuch as the Vietory of the Children of {{r@b 
over the Caneanites, which though they were ſub 
as to any poflibility of a total re-acquiring of a ſup 
rity or equality of power, yet they were not ſh 
| from a pafflibilicy of annoying, diſquieting and rehel 
they-remained ſtill thorns to vex'and- diſturb, thi 
nottb! ſabdue their Conqueronts; \there.'was ful 
over-ballance of Power in the Vidors, - though 
wholly to extirpate them: And this is the condition! 
Chriſtian Militant in this World: Hekeeps the Wal 
ſubjeQion, and every day. gets ground; upon it; W 
cannot expect to obtain a Perfe&,.Compleat andfi 
verſal > Conqueſt of it., - till he* can .traly ſay witf 
Bleſſed | Lord, | Fobn 14... 30+ The Price of tha # 
bath "nothing in me.\ Which cannot be.till our ON 


comes ; for till then we carry about with us ourl 


, 
7 

- 
ibs, 


2 7. be laid, inſomeſen 
e'tells the Arbenians; Ats-19. 28; ' We are all bis off- 
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Md Paffions;: and: @orruptionss: Which, thoughwith all 
"Wioilancy and: Severity, keprrunder, and daily impaired 


their Power ahd Malignity;: will lold-a/Correſpor- 
hte withthe World and Prince thereof, and be;ready 
deceiveiand betfay' us, though inever? to/ regain: their 
T w_ *Sovereighty ; an Dom: win emi ub] 
ern y'the > {ame | Apaſt iftie;-1:'fobs 3. 9. For» 55: -See 
_ thi Sw andobe canms-(in; "becauſe: be' 1 boyn 'o) 
' Indeedhemay; and; ſhallhave:Sin-as long as he 
th \ Fleſh above: him.:-. x::Fobwini VB: 1f we ſap we 
; REP we'Jdetejve: our ſebves,- and. the truth | is: nos 
+ Butakhough \we have Sin-Rill-abiding'iin us; and 
o the :Byafs in . Bowl ,\: warping: us to the World, 
that?Vital- Seminal Principle- of the *Grace +of God, 
Chriſt; -always-keeps irs Ground its life, 'and 'Ten- 


towards Heaven,. and:;wears - out; walts;;:: and 


adually ſaubdues. che :contrary': Tendency- of -Sin- 'and 
DS” + 1 £ Wien, Wy # bs , f 


dreuption,”'0 


The Perſon exerciſing this a& of Viory ard Con- 


eſt, he that is' Born E God. All 'Men; by:Nature; 
e 


to.be'borny of God; the Apo* 
pg. \Butinthis place, this Heavenly Birth is a ſecond, 


lupervenient Birth from- God z' and hence it is called ©. 
generation, the New Birth, - Birth 'of the Water and 


irit, -Birthof the Spirit, the Formation of Chriſt 


the Soul3-iand' the Creature:ſo. new born ſtiled' the 


w:Creature;; the New Man, a 'partaker of the .Di- 
& Nature; born not of the Wilt of | Man, norof the 


u of-the-Fleſh;' bur: born 'of the Will'of God. : And 
theſe, and the !like Expreſfions are ' Figurative,” and 


m'to: carry if them a dowble analogy : Firſt;' co the 


WE Creation” of 'Mankind; and ſecondly, to the ordi- 


i 


ry Generanon'of Mankind fince their firſt: Creation : 


"As:to the former Analogy, We know by the holy 
WF ord: that ithe: firſt Man was the root of all Mankind, 
I8Þmped with the'Signature of the: Image: of Almighty 

God, * 


96 _ The. Vi@tory of Faith 
/(God,; principally. conſifting in; Knowledge, Right 
ineſs.and Holineſs, and Rood or fell as the comma 
proſentativeof all Mankind; This Image: of Gol 
 aike great meaſure loſt and defaced: bythe: Fall: ofþ 
and more-every:day: Ipoiled'by -the AdtizdlySins:and 
quired :Corruptions 6 :his: deſcendants: Qhriſt. Ie 
cond: Adam, had inſtamped upon: kim-a-new-inſery 
of -the Glorious: God;z:\;came- to bei a: common'þ 
Rat; and Parent of as mianiy:as are united-uunto hu 
\ Faith; Love; and Imuatipn,; and:ts inftampanew! 
them that loſt arid-decayed:[mage of God;: who tha 
put on the New''Man, Which efter.:God 15s Creat 
Righteouſneſs and true | Holineſ; -Ephol. :4. 24. ;and fn 
comming a New Creature;i3:Cor.'$i:9.:Galat. '5. 6 
newed in. Knowledge after 'the Image-of -tiim that 
ted; him; - Colo. 3. :10; they: :receive 4 i new: Stampi 
impreffion from:this gietatExemplar Chrift-Jeſus the! 
Image of the Inviſible God. 2. The ſecond Analg 
tothe Ordinary Genetation of Mankind ;.' where 
little; but powerfol, vical« principle, . which we call 
Sou}; forms and moulds the fre according to the'ihy 
Nature 'of 'Maftin all his Lineaments and Proponii 
and-never gives over its-Qperation till it-hath complal 
that bodily maſs into-jts amps Joes 7 gs  partszi 
afterwards gradually angments: and- perteds jt-1n { 
gans and Faculties: So by a Vital Principle: deriedh 
God; -chrough Chriſt, into.:the Soul, the-ſame-is m 
ded, faſhioned, formed, 1acreaſed and perteced'aat 
ding to.this new principle of Life which 4 uſuallya 
Grace: Whereby it' comes to paſs (that) as: the ſal 
the. Vital and conforming Principle of che Body, foi 


Grace i5the very Life, and vical and conforming Pi 
ple of che Soul: And< hence. this formative: Princip 
called the: Life of the Sovl,:the- Quickning Spirit z'4 
the Conformation of the Soul unto: the: Will of-b 
thereby is called the forming of Chriſt in them, thei 
of Chriſt, the in-dwellng of Chriſt in the Ho 
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wich | And: this: new. Principle exerciſeth: in. the Soul 
4 ſhe A2s analoeal $0 hat mau N06 Principle in 
he: Boty, giving to; 2s 1t, were the Image, Linea- 
at: Topeniony Increaſe conformable-to the. 
God-in Chriſt}.2s. true Wiſdom, Raghteouſneſs, Ju- 
_ ſk els, Jonagny, Lonn;on Gods | Tubs me 
-Will,- Dependance upon. himy-. and tran .the 
aall- the communicable Relations-that, Chriſt him- 
If had, and inveſts them in his communicable privileges: 
:hebe a Son: of-Gad by. Nature, -fo are ;they; by 
terpretation, By Adoption, and. perticipation of the. Ds- 
ine Nature; 2: Pet, 1: 4. Is he an Heir: of Heayen®: ſo 
e:they: Co-heirs-with-him ; Is he acceptable of God? 
rate they 3 Is be -an, Heir 'of Glory? ſo are-they. 
1d as this Confarmation-.of | the; Body: by this: vital 
maciple' is performed:by a-ſeminal- principle-/(ac. leaſt 
the | Inftrament of- its Ativity);; derived from; the 
rent ;/ ſo: the- Analogy holds: heres 1We find. « 'dowble 
inal Principle. in this Conformation, and. both de- 
red from Chriſt.-our Head, viz. one: External, -ano- 
ter. Internal. 1+; The Externe! ſeminal Principle is 
pe Word and Meſlage of the Divine DoQtrine, Exem- 
, and Holy Life, -fingular Love - of Chirſt: and | of 
-S$0d-through: him to Mankind , whereby we-under- 
and: what he: would have us do, the danger if we 
ro: otherwiſe;/ the bleſſed Reward . of Obedience,:the 
ofreat qnyagperents of the Love of. God in ſending his 
onto die- for us,/'the plain, familiar, ealie way .of 
aining of Happineſs; and becauſe we often learn 
eccer by Example than by Precept, the ſame Word 
thibics to us a lively Picture of his holy Converſa. 
Son, | his Humility, Meekneſs, Obedience, Love, Pa- 
Wience , Goodne(s.:: And, this the external means is 
it ſelf-a great moral means to conform. our Wills, 
Ind Lives''thereunto: and therefore it is. called - the 
i ficortuptible Seed of the Word of God whereby: ,we 
re born again, I Per. 1. 23. 2- The Internal gr 
 Þ that 
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char Spiric of Grave ſerie out x4 Ate GR 

drive a-quickning lively: power to the ng 

foul;-whereby 16 makes / it: effeRtual to' its: end! 

wg em mnt - Y 
F / Hot 'tr ng-2' EWH 

ſtatis of: fubſtantial' Natire, which: before it 

bee” by"its lively; yer feoret operations; changit 


git ſuitable* tothe Imai of him = 


. 1483-1 ing energy and « of-that- o 
of - che Word, ©as the'Sun doth ©o che Seminal 
of Vegetables and\ Animals. '- 
©) NE Fonching tbe Thing upon ; whinh this: Vie 
obtained and Conqueſt av ay 'it is tbe World: 

its: latitude a double World ; che. 
withity vs, and the World'withowrus: 
\:The-World Within 6," which may Gb be lo 


Jed principally in» this” reſpect, that: a' 
Relation pay tefidency is toward the be World, w! wi 


_ for the moſt: pare the'objet upon which-"it a Y 


 fubjeR*after- which it reacheth, 'and:the bufinek | 


which-it faſtneth-and exerciſeth, - And hence iris, 


the Apoſtle St." Fobs divides the World /without us 

hol: w; _ World Fong us, wa > oh tuft the 
uſt "of the ;e3ei,” and the e, x 
World that is within m—_— 25 the two 1 

nileies. or Powers, viz. 1, The Paſſions of thee 


2. The'fenſual Appetice; Both theſe are in their | ' 


'Nature good ,. placed in.us by the 'Wiſe God of | 
for moft excellent ends and uſes. Our buſi neſs t 


115 to keep 1n order and ſubjedtion, and to-extirpati wa 
root them out; for they-are radicated in our Natutf 
the God of Nature. 'But of this more: ,—___— : 


# -L. Oar Paſſions: Such as are 'Love; Hatred, 
Hope, Fear, Joy, Sorrow ; theſe and the hike Paſk 


rhe Humane Soul, are not {i1mply in chemſelves if 


nay being rightly placed, and duly ordered and reg 


they be come ſerviceable to excellent ends and ut les 3 Fi 


i 


t 


| fbreiffmply/in- themſelves they-are.ndt the: ſubj 
nd Cliriftans:V3Rory :; Bur chen they become ſuch when 
ihey became the: World in'the Texe,. and: that. 15: princis 
all nthels cafesi';.2-: When they are!miPplaced; as 
chen-we love the things: we ſhould : hate, hope: for-the 
nz we hould fear, ixejoice in that we ſhould 'grieve; 
iS. a2. ;conwer/o, 1, when they are immederate or exceſiiut 
lo: their:proper :objetts ; which: comes to; paſs, when 
n:choſe things aboot which we may-exerciſe our paſſions 
awfully weexceed that meaſure or: proportion-that: its 
Wue co them. For inſtance, 1 may lamfullylove.a com 


xrency : of: worldly: {ubliſtance; but: I ed ih this, 


MELhat | lore cit. too: mech:and beyond: thei worth; thao'1h 
blScaly/ {ui 1: 1: may Jawiully be angry: wich/him chat/in- 
i ares Me, bue-/E exceed an; the meaſure, QT” degtee; of 
mc; or. (duratign, and: become *iniplacable! -4; When 
ny: Aﬀections or: Paſſions are not aGedito rhat: btight they 
rghe2re be: - All: fine objadts. of our: Paffions requiraca 
Sapactionate:degies- of: out: Paflions;. bur where the obs 

& is/1mfhinte, y,affeR1ons; may err indeme £00, remiſs; 
hut noe m-the; exceſs >. I cannot love Gad-too much, for 
20) te love: himwith all 'my.might ;. but'l may love him 
oo. liccle, and: chan. my; affection errs 3.1 cannoc_hacedin 
{oo: much,  becauſeil cannot love God: too much, but 
ian: tace it coo lictles/7 4+ When my. Aﬀections or Pals 
0n%::ar8 ated vhleaſanably, ether; in:ceſpect of the 
gompention -berwaen'objeRs of. leveral vahies :..Þ may; 
nib F/malk love my/Þather.; bur. if 4: love my + Father 
more.chan my Sviqure may dayiour hath pronouncedime 
unworthy. of him. $5. When my Paſſions | degenardte 
Into. Vices and Corruptions, and ſo become not ſo much 
Powers or Faculties, as Diſeaſes and Sickneſles of the 
Soul: As when; Anger: deganerates-into\. Malice, Re- 
venge; when Self-love degenerates into Envy; when 
deliie:. of, or. dolighe. ng the profits; or> lipnours'of -h8 
W 1d:degenerases/1nte Coretoulnels or Ambition,.and 


a1 


R 


tes: > 6- When my-Padions arg not under the Ma: ' 
"3 H * mnagement, 
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nagement, Guidance or Condu@t:of my. ſuperior Far 
ties, 'my. Reaſon: and Judgment; bur' either go | 
they are ſent, or go beyond for what they are: ſerityy 
return not and ſubſide when recalled: - And tenth 
mono infinite p wewaanzp=v in the Soul,. __ x the c 

of Nature, and become furies and tempeſts, and 
ſon and captivate _ Mind and Datos if K 
come a worſe part of the World thanothat whi 
out 'us. Under theſe conditions our Paſſions and 4 
ons are-partiof that World which is the objeR- of a Ch 
ſtians Warefare and Viftory. 
-K 'The other of his World within us are 4 
Motions and Tendencies of our Senſue} Appetire. 
Senſual Appetite” is/in it felf good, placed: in us by; 
Godof Nature for excellent ends, wiz; For'the preſer 
tion of the Individual Nature, as Eating and Drinki 
and thoſe invitations of Senſe, ſubſervient hee 
for the preſervation of the Species, as the defires of: 
But they then become a ſinful part of this Inferior Wael 
7.. Whenthey become inordinate, 2,/ Or.exceflive. iy 
Or unſeaſonable,: or impraper. 4 When: they are nn 
ſubordinate in their a&tings'to the Government of R 
ſon, 'enlightned by "Moral or Religious Light. AC h 
ſian hath:no ſuch Enemies without /him, as unruly: ax 
| tindiſciplined Luſts and Paſſions. within him ;' andaty 
vain thing to think of overcoming the World 'withoutw 
until this World within us be brought into ſubjeRion; tai 
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The Wedge of Gold 'was an innocent thing,” but Aebd 
covetous heart within gave it ſtrength to-do harm. We 
come into tho World, as into a great Shop'full of all « 
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ons; and were ir not for theſe, thoſe Wares would 
Ibfy enough upon the hands of the Prinice of the 
rld; before'they could ger within tis or corrtipr us. 

0 oF Bt Fold without us is of three Kinds; 1. The Ne 
tk World; which'is the work of Almighty God, is moſt 
certaitily 111 it (elf — and only ent accidentally, by 
Man's abuſe of himſelf or it. * It doth contain a generat 
+: 1 Srqami anſ{werable to the defires of our vegetable 
ind (enſible narure, and the exigences and conveniences 
of it ;"it 18 a; great Shop full of all ſorts of Wares anfwet+ 
;bſeto our wams or conditions, there is wealth and places 
and'/delights for the ſenſes, and ic becomes an Enemy to 
6s by reaſon only of the diforder and irregularity of choſe. 
Luſts 'and' Paffions that are within ns, and by reaſon' of - 
the over-value chat werare apt'co pur pon them'; they 
are indeed temprartions, but hey are only paſfive, as the 
Wedge of Gold did paſſively tempt Aebay, bur it was 
his own Euſt and Coverouſneſs that did him the harm x 
the Rock doth not ſtrike the Ship, but the Ship ſtrikes 
the 'Rock'and breaks ic ſelf. This World, as it is not 
&ilin it felf, fo moſt” certainly it is' full of goodneſs and 
benevolence to' us : it ſupphes our wants, 15 accommo- 
dite "tothe exigerices and conveniences'of our'Narture ; 
furtiſherh” us with varions objects and inſtances of the 
Divine Goodnels, Liberalicy; Bounty ; of his Power and 
aptly, and Glory';, of his Wiſdom, Providence and 
Government :' which ate ſo many inftruRions'to teacty 
bs to khow}, and admire and magnifie' him ;. to. walk 
thankfully, durifully, and obediently unto him ; to teach 
us Refignarion, Conrentedneſs, Submiffion, and 'De- 
pendafice upon him. A good heart” will 'be made ber- 
ter by it; and if chere be evilin it, it'is ſach as our own 
Fi corfupr natures occaſions or brings upon 1t, or upan our 
ſelves by We: and'it 1s 4 great part of our Chriſhan war- 
fare and difcipline t@' teach us to uſe it as i ought to be 
uſed; "and to ſubdue x 6 and” Cotruptions ay 
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abuſe it, and our ſelves by it. * Again ſecondly, thergj 
another World without us, the malignant and evil Wai 
the World of evil Angels, and of ewil Men; Mundu: j 
maligno pofitus : And the great miſchiefs of this Wa 
are of two kinds; wiz. 1. Incentives. and temptatigh 
from.1t, that are apt to bring. the reſt of mankind-inz 
the evil of {in and offence againſt God; ſuch as area 
examples, evil-commands, evil counſel, evil perſuafing 
and ſollicitations. 2. The Troubles, and Injuries, a 
Vexations, and Perſecutions, and Oppreflions, and CG 
lIsmmies, and Reproaches, and. Diſgraces, that are w 
flited by them: And the evil chat ariſeth fromthe 
are.of two kinds, viz. ſuch as they immediately cayls 
which 1s great Uneaſineſs, and Griefs, and Sorron; 
And again, ſuch as conſequently ariſe from theſe nam 
ly, 'the evil of Sin, as Impatience,. Diſcontent, Unque 
neſs: of mind , Murmuring againſt the Divine Proj: 
dence, doubtings of it , letting go. our Confidence.y 
God, Diſtruſt., Unbelief, and putting forth our hank 
to Iniquity to: deliver our ſelves from theſe inconvens 
ences, either by unlawful or forbidden means, by {inf 
compliances with the finful World, by falling in wt 
them to deliver our, ſelves from their. oppreflions, perk 
cutions or wrongs, by raiſing commotions, engaging. 
parries, and infinite more unhappy conſequences. . Ant 
thirdly, there: is a. third kind;of World which is 1n4 
great meaſure without: us, namely, the Accidental, # 
more truly cbe Providential World 1n relation to. Mat 
and his condition, in' this World, and is commonly. d 
iwo, kinds, viz. proſperous. or adverſe, External a 
worldly Proſperity 21>" in an accommodate condition 
of Man in this: Warld. as. health of body ; comfort 
friends and relations ; affluence,; or at leaſt competgnd 
of wealch, power, honour, applauſe, .good report, an 
the like. The dangers that ſtgal upon manking in th 
condition, are Pride, Haughtineſs of. mind, ArroganG 
Vain-glory, Inſolence, Oppreſion, Security, Contemp 


"over the World: TOz 
of 'others, Love:of:the World, Fear' of Death, and de” 
fires'of 'diverfion from the thoughts of ir, Luxury, Tn- 
temperance, Ambition, Covetouſnefs, Negle& and for- 
getfulnefs, and a low'eſteem of God, our life to come, 
and our Duty. © 2. Adverſity; as Sickneſs and Diſeaſes, 
Poverty, loſs of Friends and Eſtate, publick or private 
Diſturbances or Calamiries, and the like: And though 
oftentimes theſe are occaſioned by the evil or malignanc 
World, yet many times they ſeem to come accidentally, 
and are apt to breed Impatience, Diſcontent, Unquiet» 
nels of mind, diſtruſt 'of Providence, Murmuring, En- 
vy at the external felicity of others, and that common 
difcompoſure which we ordinarily find in our ſelves and 
others upon like occaſions. - | 
-IV. The fourth conſideration is, what 1s this Faith 
which thus overcomerh the World, which 1s nothing elſe 
but a deep, real, full, found perſuaſion of and affenc 
unto thoſe great eruths revealed in the Scriptures of God, 
upon the account” rhat they are truly the Word and Will 
of the Erernal God, who is Truth it (elf, and can nei- 
ther deceive, nor. he deceived, and: hercin theſe two 
matters are: conſiderable, firſt, What are thoſe Divine 
Truths which being really and ſoundly believed, doth 1n- 
able the Victory over the World, or the ſpecial objefts 
of that victorious Faith; , ſecondly, What 1s thar Ac of 
Faith or Belief of excellent abjeas, which thas over- 
cometh the World: Mz: | 
- |1.” Forthe former of theſe, although the whole Body 
of Divine Truths is tbe adequate obje# of Faith; yet there 
ſeem to be certain ſpecial. Heads 'or Partz ot Divine 
Truths, that have the greateſt influence into this Vito- 
ry over the World. I ſhall mention fome- of. them ; 
[namely , 1. Thar there is one moſt Powerful, Wile, 
Gracious, Bountiful; Juſt, and All-ſeeing God, the Au- 
thor of all Being, [that is preſent in” all places, knows 
our.thoughts, our wants, our fins, our -defires, and is 
teady to ſupply us with all things that are good and ” 
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for us; 'beyond' all we-can ak of think; hath incompiy 
henfible Wiſdom, and irrefiſtable Power to effet ,whillhho 
he pleaſeth; that leaves not any of his works, elpeculW 
mankind, without - his ſpecial care and-ſuperintendenglifihy 1 
over them; without whoſe Will or defigned Permillly, 
nothing befals us. - 2. That this moſt Wile and Juſt alifive 
Powertul God: hath appointed a Law or Rule, according 
to which his Will is, that the children of Men ſhot 
conform themſelves ; and according co the upright alt 
deavours of the children of Men ito conform thereaglMi 
to, he will moſt certainly give Rewards; and accordi 
to the wilful tranſgreflions thereof, the will inflict oy 
- nifhments; [and that he is a moſt Rrit and infallbh 
obſerver of all the ways of the children of Men, whs 
ther 'of obedience or dilobedience thereunto. 3. That 
this Law'and Will of his, he hath communicated al 
revealed unto the children of Men 1n his holy Word; 
eſpecially by the miffion of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, why 
brought into the World: a full and :compleat colle&igg 
of thoſe holy Laws af God, whereunco he would hay 
us conform. 4. That he hath given unto mankind; 
and through Chrift Jeſus, a full manifeſtation of a'fy 
cure life after this of Rewards and Puniſhments ; anl 
according to that Law of his thus manifeſted by his Son; 
he will, by the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, difpenſe and exeaut 
the ſentences of Rewards and Puniſhments, and judgt 
every Man according to his works. $. And that the 
Reward of Faith and 'Obedience , 1n that other life 
to come, ſhall be an Ecernal, Blefſed,; Happy eſtato 
of Soul and Body 1n the glorious Heavens, and in ti 
preſence and fruition of the ever Glorious and: Etet 
nal God. 6: And that the Puniſhment'of the Rebeþ 
lious'and Diſobedient unto his Will and Law of God 
thus manifeſted by his Son, ſhall be an Eternal Separ# 
tion of Soul and Body from the preſence of God, and thi 
conclufton of them under Chains of darkneſs and 
verlaſting torments in Hell fire, 9. And that the Son - 
A +: F . G i 


_ - — 4 
- = A. 
_ - 
. o 
—_ w o 
p_ - - 
m_ —_ nn Af 2” 


OZB2 RPpPESPROFSSSEESIZZES 


Tf 


. our the, World. © "IF | 
50d hath given us the greateſt aſſurance imaginable of 
NE I EN Sf Gd, of th Hap ng 
Miſery, by taking upon him our Nature, by his Miracles, 
nallliby bis. Death anc Relareg ion and. Aſcenſion iato Glo- 
(infry,' and by his miſfion of the Spirit of Wiſdom and Re- 
 alfvelacion: inco his Apoſtles and Diſciples, both co inſtru 
willche World in his Truch, and to evidence the Trach, of 
ofcheir-mifſion from him. $. That Almighty God, thougt 
Mull of Juſtice and Severity againſt nate and rebel- 
Mics; yet is full of Tenderneſs, Love, and Compaſſion 
owards all thoſe;that ſincerely defire co obey his Will, 
wilhand to' accept: of terms of Peace and Reconciliation 
wich him, - and: is. ready upon Repentance and. Amend- 
be Wment, to- Pardon. whatſoever is ami, and hath accor- 
iMdingly promiſed it; and that he hath the care, and love, 
uand tenderneſs of a Father towards us : That in. que 
\Wiincete endeavour of Obedience to. him, we ſhall bs 
vi8ſure: of his Love, Favour, and Protection ; that in all 
aWour affligions and troubles he ſtands by. us, and will 
MW not-leave us: That he will moſt certainly make good 
n{Wcvery. promiſe that by Chriſt he hath ſence unto us, for 
the hfe that is preſenc, and that which is to.come : Tha 
{Wthe Law he hath ſent us by Chriſt to ſubmit unto is an 
calie and; good: Law, ſuch as will perfe& our Nature, 
and fit it to be partaker of Þis Glory : - And that all his 
thoughts towards us, in our faithful endeayour to obgy 
him, -are thoughts-of Love, Favour, Peace,. Bounty: a 
Goodneſs. And of this he hath given the greatett Aſſay \._ ,- 
rance thats poflible for mankind toexped or dehire, even 
the-ſending of his Eternal Son into che World, to take 
upon-him our Nature to acquaint us with ys Fathers Will 
and Love, co live a life of want and: miſery, and to diea 
death full of ſhame and horror, to riſe; again to diſpatch 
Meſlengers into all the World, to publiſh the good V Vill 
of. God to mankind, to aſcend up into Glory, and there tq 
make interceſlion for us par worms at the Right Hand of 
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and of his coming again to judge the World,. and-'t6i 
ceive his obedient Servants into Eternal Glory. -T] 
be ſome of choſe principal Objeas of 'that' Faichirh 
overcometh the World, being ſoundly received, 'belion 
wnd dipeſted. © © + 2 9 4 RPeLATTR 7X fa 
- © -2, As touching the A# it felf 5 it is no'other thay 
ſound, real and -firm belief *of thoſe Sacred” Trudy 
And therefore ir ſeems that they * that perplex'' 
notion of Faith with other intricate 'and abſtruſe' dg 
moans or. deſcriptions, either render it very: difficult 
[Ee intelligible, or elſe take into 'the definition! 
deſcription of choſe things that are but: the Conſeque 
and Effects of- ite. He that - hath «this ' firm perſualid 
will-moſt certainly Repent of his-fins/ paſt, - will wr 
certainly endeavour Obedience to the - Will of Ge 
- which 1s thus believed by him to be Holy; -Juſt at 
Good; and upon the obedience: or diſobedience whe 
of depends his eternal happineſs or miſery, will 
certainly depend upon the promiſes of God- for th 
lif&and that co come; for thoſe are as nataral effety 
fuch-a firm perſuaſion, as ic is for the behef -of a da 30 
to put a man upon means to avoid it; or for the | 
lief of a benefit to put a man upon” means to attairſj 
Some things are of ſuch a nature thatthe' belief or kne 
ledge- of them goes no further, - buc it 'reſts in it ( 
as rhe belief of ' bare ſpeculative Pruths: But fc 
things are 'of fach a Nature' as- being: once / truly. 
firmly believed-or known, carry: a man' out to Adi 
and-ſuch are eſpecially the knowledge or [belief of ſud 
cnogs as. are the-Objects of our: Fearsor of our ' Hops 
the belief of ſuch Obje&s do naturally and with a'kit 
of moral neceſlity:carry-'a-'man 'our'- to Action ; 'co thi 
avoiding of ſuch fears,-and:the- atrainitig of ſuch hops: 
And'therefore' Faithand Behef m' reference 'thereunit 
comes often inthe Scripture: under the! Names of Hoſt 
and Fear, as being-che proper effects 'of ' it, Inſtans 
We have of both, 2 Cor. 5. 1, 24. 'For we muſt all'uþ 
—_ | pea 
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af before "the Fudement-Seat ' of Chriſt, that every one 
p o_ the ; (5. ws in his body, according to that be 
th done,” whether '1t be good or bad. © Knowing therefore 
"terror "of the Lord we' perſuade men. 1 John 3. 
9." But we know-that when be ſhall appear, we ſhall 
like' bim ,' for we ſhall fee him as be'is; and every 
| chat hath this bope- in him purificth himſelf, een as 
4s pure. | 
| Therefore we need not be fo. follicitous touching:rhe 
ref Faith,” what kind of Paith ic 15 that muſt fave 
:\ 'Cerrainly, if; it be a true and real affent of the 
ind to theſe great truths of Gad, 1t muſt be operarive, 
ecording -to''the nature of the things believed which 
fe in order to working; and therefore if it have not 
t effe&; it is not Faith nor Aﬀent ; if it have it bur 
eak” and imperfectly, ir 1s evident that the. Aﬀent 1s 
2ak' and fluctuating; if it have chat effet at ſome 
imes bur not at others, it 15 evident that the Afſſenc is 
uſpended, or intermitted, . and not actually exerciſed 
t-theſe intermiflions: If a man were really and fully 
herfuaded that. if he took ſuch a Journey tomorrow, he 
ould certainly break his Leg, he would as certainly 
dt go:: Or 1f he were under a certain perſuaſion, 
hat if he took ſuch a Drink, he ſhould certainly recover 
is. loſt Health, it were as certain he would drink'i: 
and\if a- man were actually and fully' perſuaded that 
f'he uled fuch-a 'means, | he ſhould attain everlaſting 
Happineſs ; : or, 1f he ſhould commit ſuch a fin, he 
aWbould certainly loſe it, it were ſcarce morally poſſible;thac 
Wa reaſonable-man' in his wits would: omit the one' or com- 
ie the: other: gh | ; 
oy And to ſay, this is but an hf orieal Faith, and that the 
Devils have: as much, they believe and:tremble, and they 
do as fully aſſent to divine Truths: as any_can' do, yet 1c 
W avails them nor, concludes nothing ; the reaſon 152yident; 
becauſe the Salvatian to be attained, the Faith which 15 
the Inſtrument to attain ic, concerns them not, neither 
: ars 
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are they in aftateto be advantaged by it; but it isateM+. 
wiſe with men. If I ſhould - acquaint a Strangeridſh wi 
if my Son doth ſuch a-thing, I will. give my Son. ore 
pound, though the Stranger believs it. as really. canfWrmc 
any thing im the world, yet ic puts him not. upon is ; 
Action, becauſe as he is not concerned 1m- the Renaerc 
ſo he is not concerned in the Means: but accords 
to the belief that my Son hath, it will or will not oil 
him upon'the Action: If he believe me nat, he willing 
do it at all; if he believe it faintly and doubtingly, 

/ will perform the Aion accordingly ; bur if he beliey 
truly and fully, and ſer any value upon the Reward, Ws « 
will perform it cheerfully ; for he is concerned iniWMant 
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eward, and inthe means to attain it. F 

Faith therefore 1s a firm aſſent to the ſacred Trui 
whether the Truths relate to things paſt, as that Gilfral 
made the World, that Chriſt the Meſiab 1s come inuiWent 
Fleſh, &c. or to things preſent, as that Almighty God Cl 
holds all I do, and knows all I think, or. that he is a MWikte; 
conciled Father unto me in Chriſt Jelus;-or things to confifiþd | 
which principally excite thoſe two great movers of tilfkr 1 
Soul, Hope and Fear, in Relation to the future LifeWicer 
Rewards and Puniſhments. . "Wa ; 


V. Icometo the fifth thing, viz. How Faith oniffiicke 
gometh the World, which takes in theſe two Conſideratin 
1: How that is, in-what degree. 2. How that is, by wile t 
method or means. Touching the former of theſe,  toudiolle 
ing the degree of the' Victory that Faith gives, it 15 aſc f 
Rory; but not a Vicory to utter extermination: -Tifiþd 1 
Captain of our Salvation indeed overcame the World, toffffives 
tally, perfe&ly, Fobn 16. 33  Qur Victory is: not conſiſt G 
pleat, nor perfection. this ſ1de Deaths buc ic is ſuch aVith Þ: 
Rory as - leaves ftill-an adverſary to conteſt with wiſe; 
though not to ſubdue and conquer us. It is a Vicoyſhe 
but not without a cantinued warfare. 1 
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; Touchingithe Method whereby our Faith ovesganeth 
s World, 1 hall \ſay. ſomething; in general, ſomething 
we particularly with relation tothe World ugder:che 
mer acceprations. Fr 24 pt era. 
bs general therefore, the great method whereby-Faith 
arcometh the World, is by re&ifying our Judgments 
} removing thoſe miſtakes thac-; are - in us cencer- 
i the World, and our own. Condition. 4#-. Some 
gs there are.in the World, . which we ſet an Eſteem, 
alue, and Love upon, which 'deſferve rather our 
atred or Deteſtation: As our Sins, the irregulart- 
s of our -Luſts and Paflions, and- thoſe degenerate 
ants that arſe from them ; as Pride, Ambition, Re- 
nge, Intemperance, &c. Theſe 'we account our 
ight Hands, and our Right Eyes, in our Rate of na- 
ral darkneſs. Farh reQiftes this miſtake of our Judg- 
t, by ſhewing us the Law and Will of Gad revealed 
-Chriſt, whereby we find that theſe are our Diſeales, 
itempers and Sickneſl2s, repugnant tothe Will, -Fmage, 
d Command of God; that they are our Lols; and 
r Danger, and our Ruine; and therefore not-to- be 
atertained, but mortified and crucified, 2. Some things 
at are in the World, that we-may allow ſomewhax of 
ir | Aﬀections unto, but we over-value them. We 
ckon Wealth, and Honours, and Powers, the grea- 
Happineſs imaginable, and theretgre intenſly de- 
e them ; Sicknefles' and Aﬀ:Rions, and Injuries and 
alles, the greateſt Miſery 1maginable, and: therefore 
e fear them exceflively, we are intolerably diſconten- 
d under them. Faith reQtifies. our miſtakes herein, 
ves us a juit Value of theſe things, thews us the Law 
God, checking and forbidding immoderate Aﬀedions 


"yr Paſſions to be exerciſed about them, aſſures us that we 
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re as well under the View and Qbſervation, as under 
i& Care and: Regiment of the great Lord of Heaven 
nd Earth 5 and therefore expects our great moderation 
relation toexternals. 3. And principally, for the moſt 
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part the" Children of Men eſteem this Life the utter 
term or limit of their Happineſs or Miſery 5 and th 
fore make it their whole buſineſs, by all means poſlibh 
make their lives here as ſplendid and glorious, as del 
ful-and pleaſant as it 15 poſlible ; and uſe all meansy 
cher honeſt ordiſhoneſt; fic or unfit to ſecure themſy 
in the good they have and to avoid any thing tharizg 
 vousor troubleſome: And if they cannot compaſs itt 
"fink, and deſpond, and murmur, and die under it 
only Hell imaginable; or if they have any thoughts 
future eſtate after Death; yet they are but languad, fu 
and ſcarce believed in any tolerable degree, and ſuſped 
rather as the Impoſtures of Politicians or Fables of Py 
than'having any' real truth in them.- Faith re&ihet 
miſtake; 'and aſſures us there is a Judgmene to cory 
Rate of Rewards and Puniſhments of a far higher nat 
than this world can afford, or indeed/appfethend ; thati 
happineſs of that life outbids all the greateſt and mi 
glorious: entertainments that this world can afford, 
will infinitely exceed the greateſt loſſes or croſſes thatt 
world can yield: - And on the other {1de, the pony '” ov 
of that Life will infinitely over ballance all the plea 
andicontentments that this life here can yield, and 
memary of them will but inhance therate and degre 
thoſe torments : Andthat accordingly as men ſpend th 
lives 1n this ſhorttranfirory Life, exther in. obedience 
diſobedience unto the Divine Will, accordingly the wil 
tribution cf everlaſting Rewards and: Puniſhments 


be there given. This View of the future ſtate, pf; 


ſented' by Faith to the Soul, will have: theſe rwo yi ; 
Efetts, in order to 'the ſubduing and conquering of 
World without us, by rendring it poor, inconfideral 
contemptible in compariſon of thoſe: everlaſting'Þ 
and” happineſs of the next life 5 and the world wictun 
by chaining up our. exorbitant Lufts and Paſſions 
der: the fear of the Judgment to. come; and by order 
compoling and regulatipg them in contemplation oli 


MY the Will and Law of our Creator'z by 


an 


ES 


; wer the World, LIL 
eat Reward annexed to, our dutifu] Obedience unto 
dd in this Life... PRE YES 
Bur I ſhall come to particulars, and follow that tra& 
cis before given, in-the diſtribution of che World, as 
| within as without us; and conlider 'the particular 
ethod of 'Faith iti ſubduing and conquering them. . 
Therefore in reference to the world within w; namely, 
Our Paſſions. | 2. Our Luſts; TM 


LAs for our Paſſions: 1. Faith, direas their due 
Xing upon their ObjeRts, by diſcovering what are' the 
ve and proper Objetts of then, out of that large and 
dmprehenſive ' Law of God which' preſents them as 
ch to.the Soul, and to'be obferved"under the pain of 
ie Diſpleaſure of ” the Glorious and Almighty God. 
Upon the fame. account it teacheth' our Paſſions and' 
d10ns moderation in their Exerciſe, even about 
ir proper Objects, - and due ſubordination 'to the 
bpream Love a'man owes to the ſupream Good, God 
mighty. 3. Upon the ſame, Account ic teacheth'us, 
nder our obligition of 'Duty to'God, to cut off, cru- 
Ifte and mortifie the diſeaſes and corruptions of Pallions, 
$Malice, Envy, Revenge, Pride; Vain-glory, Oſtencation. 
"2, In reference to our Defiret; 1. Natural, itteacheth' 
$ -preat moderation, temperance, ſobriety ; it tells us 
beſe very natural propenſions are” apt togrow unruly and 
onſequently hurtful, and therefore” that we ate to keep. 
hem in ſubje&ion and under Dilcipline both to Religion 
ndto.Reafon: And this it doth, by athang us that ſach' 
the Wi] uring us that 
be lame Almighty God is the conſtant obſerver of all our 
noſt intimate. Deporements ; Ic aſſures us that cthe'Son 
God died to. redeem us from the captivity of our 
pits; thac if we” be: kept ſtill in ſervitude under them 
me make an ungrateful return to his love, and,'what mm us 
ies, diſappoint hit». of the egd of” his ſafferings: Te 
news us the great faiſeneſs, deceit and treachery of 5-4 
V's | ults, 
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Liſts, chat they are ready upon every ocealion, to. 


inſt. God and his Law placed in our Souls; that! 
br every Occahon ready to betray ps to our; 

by, and-if they once get looſe from ' Diſciplins; 
bjection, they arg hard to be reclaimed; and tj 
fore 'muft be kept under a-careful, vigilante and auf 
Diſcipline; that if we do ſo order them we are. ſalt 
a great meaſure from the Temptations' of the Wi 
wh, che Devil, who could not hurt.us without the cot 
arice inordinateneks, treachery, and. correſpondengf 
theſe cloſe Enemies within us. 2. As touching thoſt & 
nerateand corrupt Tuſts, as:Covetouſnels, Malice, Eg 
Faith doth firſt or in. general ſhew us,” char. they! 
prohibited by the great Lord. and Law giver of He 
and Ezrth,. and that -under fevere penalties ; agalal 
condly, it ſhews us that they are the great depry 
ip «> - a ! : pl 
and cinbaſers of our: Narure, che difturbers of the E a 
Security, and Tranquility of our Minds; again thin 
ic thews. us, that they, are vain, impertinent, and j 
niecellasy perturbations, ſuch as can never do us any 
pod; burteed our vain Imaginations with Deceits inſl 
of Realities. But particular inſtances in relation] 
theſe ſeveral Luſts will render theſe truths more evida 
1; Therefore for Covetou/neſs or-immoderate defirt! 
wealth, dr-ibition, the immoderate delires of Honouf 
Power, we ſhafl ſee how Faith or. true Aſſent toi 
Truths of God revealed in his Word doth corre A 
crucifie this Luſt,; and that principally by theſe enki 
Canſiderations. 1. Faith diſcovers to' us: that the pi 
Lord of. Heaven and'Eatth, to whom.we owea moſtill 
verſal. and indiſpenſ{tble Obedience hath forbidden 
Luſt, . hach told us we mult not be over-follicitous for 
things of this Life, ahd we. have no reaſon to ſuſpe&l 
Wiſdam-in ſuch prohibitions, for he is 1nfinitely Wil 
and knows beſt what is fatteſt for us to do or not toll 
neither have we cauſe to ſuſpe& his Love tous, or coil 
he envies us in his Commands, either to enjoyn wit 
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} fatal econ or to farbid what might be-be- 
wn ww al tous; for it was his «FTA ang 9 ments Love that 
6s atfirſt our ing arm oy s conpinlyoon ne- 
envy ws: _ thin To ood or Foroene 
echat Being, which he at firſt M4 gave, and ſtill freely 
to: s.© -; 2; yn} ews us the Vanity and low- 

(och Delires,. reminds us .that when goa comes, 
mo. Objects will be utcerly nh nificant, that they 
g.cranbent, uncertain Objes, ſuch as are not only fic- 
a barely for the meridian of this life, but ſuch.as often- 
take wings andfly away, from us before we. leave 
very enjop mags fatisfie not, but in- 

af a0) erin arg oftentimes vexations and thorns 
fic us. 3. Faith preſencs us with better things, more 
bwbede ficed, more eaſily to be obtained, more ſe- 

7 ta avs: yh namely, our-peace with, God, and 

4 afſurance of everlaſting happineſs 
\ Faith preſents us with an aſſurance of | the Divine 
micular Providence which gives and takes away, and 
xts or denies the things upon which our defires are 
sfixed,and therefore renders our-immoderate cares. and = 


3 ought Ineſs for the buſineſs.of this Life, either aged- 


sor vain. Towr Heavenly Father knoweth that yow bawa 
of all theſe things, commands us to caftour careupen 
, for he'careth for. us that knows. what is ficteſt-for _ 
3g. w abundance, he-is able to. ſupply us pf 2 rom ren 
\\Wring our ſelves with care or ſollicitouſneſs if che 
ary, cither we cover in vain, and our endeavours 
8: wdiar appointed, or at leaſt they ſhall be given, but.a 
x rand vexation with-them, given-us in anger, giver 
o:our hurt; and che fame may: be ſaid 1n all points 
_ to ambition and deſire of Honoursor Pow 
+2- Again, in relation to. Malice or Envy againſt 
j prolperiey of others, Faith ſhews -us how vain and 
thing it 1s, and the rather,becauſe the wiſe and 
- God's the diſpencer of all things, hath che abſolate 
oh ad unlimited propriety in them, diſpoſeth them m_ 
an | ing 


i; Y 


 , as "that - which poſſibly is here 'prmcipally in 
ded; and the nyt he Chriſtian by his Faithig 
if; andfrt in” relation 'to 'the Natural- World. Af 
World, ' as hath been obſerved, is in'' it ſelf: very'gy 
and"'theevil that/ariſeth from-:t'is -only occalioh 
Which i thus; It is'a goodly Palace fitted” withs 
griaclt Objects to'onr 'Senſes, full "of: variety andjpl 
antnefs,' and the-Soul- faſtening upon them; is itt 
with Peter in the Mount to: conelude that ic is good! 
© here, "and therefore (grows careleſs 'of the though 
another ſtate aſter-death, or co think of 'the paſſags 
ie;-or- making proviſion for it ? but to-et 'up its th 
and happineſs 5 and'reſt in ic, and in- theſe:debghyza 
accommodations” that it yields our ſenſes. - Fanh« 
cometh-this part: of the World, - by aflaring: the & 
that this lower World is only the place of : our- pil 
tion,::.not of our happineſs; our-IJnn, not'our Hay 
Ic'prefents to the Mind a ſtate of happineſs, ito be 
artained after-:death; infinitely ſurpaſling all the con 
and:canventences that this World can yield; -andi 
one great'-means to'attain' it, 15by ſetting our hearts ſol 
on:it, and not-upon/the World, | butufing this p ay T 
Wofld'not: as the end of 'our hopes;''bur. as) our pal j 
to it; and; to carry''a. watchful hand over our del Di 
and delights cowards ic, or in icy” that it ſteal nota dil 
our. heatr from 'onr everlaſting Treaſure; to cal ou 
ſober and: cemperate mind: rowards it, and uſo of i;W va 
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Yover"the Borld. ' .xX14 
i the "fight of that” God that lends- it us, to excite our 
jiankfulneſ- afid: try-our Obedience, not to rob him of 
the Love, and! Service, -and Duty. we owe unto! him. 
n ſhore; -the methods whereby Faith overcometh this 
bart-of the World;' are theſe : -1, By giving ug-a true 
ftimate of it; to preventius from over-yaluing ve. ... 2, 
frequent re-mindirig of -us, that 17 1s ficred only to the 
Meridian of this Life, which is ſhore and cran{rory, 2nd 
aſſerh away. 3. By preſenting - unto us a Rare of fat 
re happineb, that infimcely furpaſſerh ir. _ 4. By dif- 
prering our Duty in bur walk through it, namely, /of | 
peat moderation and vigilancy. 5. By preſenting unto 
w the example of the Captain bf our Salvation, hisde- 
portment in it, and towards it: 6. By afforing' us that 
weare but Stewards unto the great Lord of the Family 
of Heaven and Earth for ſo much as we have of it, 
and that co him we muſt give an account of our Stew- 
ardſhip. 7. By aſſuring us, that ovur'-grear Lord ' and 
faſter -is a conſtant obſerver of all our deporement in 
it ' $. And that he will moſt certainly give a reward 
proportionable to the management of our Truſt and 


a Sewardſhip, viz. If done ſincerely, fanhfully, and o- 


bedicnely co our great Lord and Maſter, a. reward of 
everlaſting Happineſs and Glory ; butt done fallly, fin- 


if fully, and: diſobediently, then a reward of everlaſting 


Loſs and Miſery. 


2.” As to the fecond kind of World, the Malignant 
World of evil Men and evil Angels; and: therein firſt 


inrelation-to the evil Counſels, and! evil Examples, that 
fJolcic or tempt us ro the breach of our Duty to God. 


& | The Methods whereby Faith overcometh this part of «the 


oomane World, are theſe. 1. It preſents unto us our 


y that we owe to God, and which we are bound im- 


difpenſibly to obſerve under the great penalty of loſs of 


dur' Happineks. ' 2. It prefents' us with the. great ad- 
fatitage that we have in obeying God,. above whatſoever 
20% [| adyantage 
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advantage that we have in obeying God, above whai 
ever advantage we can have in obeying or follow 
the ſinful” examples, counſels, or commands of g 


World; and the great exceſs of our diladvantage in i” 


beying or following the evil examples, or counſels q 
the World. And this makes him at a point with gd 
Solicitations, peremptorily to conclude it is better; 
obey God than Man; and with Toſeph, How can 1 


this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? 3. Itprelendi” 


Almighty God ſtri&ly obſerving our carriage in: relat 


on to theſe temptations. 4- It preſents us with the al 


pleaſure-and indignation of the ſame God, in caſemw 
delert him, and follow the ſinful examples, or counld 
of Men; and with the great favour, love, .approbgy 
on, and reward of Almighty God, it we keep ot 


Fidelity and Duty to him. - 5. It preſents us with th al, 


ble example of our-blefſed Saviour, - 6, It preſents y 
with the tranſcendent love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, why 


to redeem and reſcue us from the my of our natural 
in 


condition, and from the dominion of fin, and to mals 
us a peculiar people zealous of good Works, choſe toy 
come a curſe and die for us, the greateſt obligation d 
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love and gratitude and duty imaginable : And then.ul 


leaves. ' the Soul impartially to judge which is better 


the two, and whether this malignant World can poli 


pound any thing that can be an equivalent motive ty 


follow their commands or examples, or that can equilif 


the love of our Saviour, the reward of eternal life, and 
che. favour of the ever glorious God; all which mult 
be denied and loſt by a ſinful compliance with evil cours 


ſels, commands, or examples of an evil World. \ ks. 


true. the World can perchance reward my complianah 


herein. with honour, and applauſe, .and favour , ani 


' 


and ſcorn, and loſs, and poverty, and it ma 


riches, or they can puniſh my negle&s with m_Ee a | 


death: ; bur what proportion do theſe bear to the favani 


aſt 
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1c foe-JF- God, and eternal recompence of glory 
nd endleſs happineſs ? The terms therefore of my obe- 
jence to the loving and gracious God (to whom I 
we my utmoſt duty and obedience, though there were 
w'reward attending it) do infinitely out-bid, and=eurt- 
egh whatſoever a ſinful World can eicher give or in- 
I& And ſecondly, as to the other Part or 
f this malignant World, Per/ecutions, Reproaches, Storny, 
Wes Dearh it ſelf, Faith preſents the Soul nor only wi: 
Whe foregoing conſiderations and that glorious promiſe, 
"We fan bf! unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown of 
(We, but ſome. other conſiderations that are peculiar- 
""Wy- proper to this condition : viz. 1, That i& is this 
tate, that our bleſſed Saviour hath not only- foretold, 
1 Wot hath annexed a ſpecial promiſe of bleſſedneſs unto, 
"Wleſed are they that are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
1 Wor 'theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 2. That there 
nave gone before us a noble Cloud of Examples in 
ll Ages, yea the Captain of our Salvation was thus . 
Wnade perfe&t by ſuffering. 43. That though it is trou- 
"Wicfome, tt is but ſhort, and ends with death, which 
"ill be the paſſage into a ſtate of incorruptible happi- 
T81els: And this was that that made the three Children 
-"Mcry out, at a point when the greateſt Monarch in the 
World was ready. to inflik the fevereft death upon 
hem ; Our God whom we ſerve is able to delrver m, &Cc. 
8% if not, know O King, that we will not worſhip thy graven 
"Wage which thou baſt ſet up. And therefore our Blefled 
”MLord redoubles the injunction of our fear toward Him 
Wiat can deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell, but forbids 
bi any fear of ſach perſecutors, who can only deftroy the 
TBÞody, and then can do no more. - And certainly that 
Man that hath full afſurance of an efteem with the 
"Wrcat God of Heaven and Earth, of an incorruptible 
W'ecight and Crown of Glory the next moment after death, 
mult needs have a low eſteem of the. reproaches and' 
| I 3  fcorns 
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ſcorns and. perſecutions of Men for righteouſneſs fal 
and ſo much the rather becaufe' that very favour mij 
God, and: that very Crown: of happineſs 'that hey 
'pedts, is enhanced by chele very ſcorns and thoſe. yg 
aMidtions. For, Our light aftli&ions which are here fu 
moment, work for us a far more exceeding and. ee 
weight of glory. | c 

3. Concerning the third kind of World, namely, 
Providential World, conliſting in excernal diſpenſatia 
of adverſity or proſperity. And firſt concerning: 
dark part of. the World, namely, Adwver/i, as cafai 
ties, Ifſues of Wealth or Friends, Sickneſles,: the coi 
mon effets whereof are impatience, diſtruſt, murgy 
ing, and unquietneſs : Faith corquers this part of 
World, and prevents theſe.evil conſequences, wh 
either temptations from without, or corruptions fre 
within are apt to raiſe, | 1. Faith preſents the Soul m 
this aſſurance, that all excernal occurrences come fn 
the wiſe diſpenſation or permiflion of the moſt glori 
God; they come not by chance. 2. That the glonk 
God- may, even upon the account of his own Sove 
eignty, and pro imperio, inflict what he pleaſeth. up 
any of his Creatures in this life. 3. That yer what 
ever he doth in this kind, is not only an effe&t of h 
Power and Sovereignty, but of his Wiſdom, yea a 
of his goodneſs and bounty. No affli&tion can betalan 
Man bur 1t muſt be uſeful for his infiruction or preve 
tion. 4- That the beſt of Men deſerve far worle att 
hands of God, than the worſt affiitions that ever 
or ever can betal any Man 1n this life. 5. That ther 
have been examples of greater affliction, that have þe 
fallen berter Men in this life : Witneſs Fob, and thate 
cellent pattern of all Patience and Goodneſs, even # 
Man, our Lord Chriſt Jeſus. 6. That theſe afMidion 
are ſent for the good even of good Men; and it is thet 
fault and weakneſs, it thev-have not that effeRe- 7. T 
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faleMin the midſt .of - the: :[evereft afflitions, the favour of 

ilGod' coithei Soul, diſcovering it 1 {elf hie the Sun ſhin- 
ingtwough a Cloud, gives light and/':comfort to the 

«Soul. ::/8; That ' Almighty God. is ready! to ' fuppore 
chem;; that-believe in him, and co bear them up un- 

Wdercall-their-afliions, that they ſhall not fink under 
them:- | 9- "That whatſoever or how great ſoever the af- 
fictions of this Life are, if the name be blaſted with Re- 
proaches; che Eſtate waſted and conſumed by fire from- — 
Heaven, 'if Friends are: loſt, if Hopes and Expedtati-/ 
ons-diſappointed, if the Body be macerated with pains "HE 
and difeaſes;-: yer Faith preſents to the Believer ſome- 
thing;\thar can bear up the' Soul under thefe, and many 
oem, reſfures, namely;: that after a few: yeats or days 
#8 ſpeht,- an eternal ftace of unchangeable and per- 
&kR© happineſs ſhall ſucceed; that death the worſt of - 
temporal evils will cure all thofe 'maladies, and deliver 
vp the Soul-into a ſtate of endleſs comfort and blefled- - 
ne6:{ And .therefore: he: bears all this wich patience 
and quietneſs, and contentedneſs , *and 'chearfulneſs; 
and-&:{appoints the World in that *expeation where- 
its ſtrength, in relation to this condition, -lies, name- 
Iy,- it conquers all impatience, murmuring, unquietneſs 
of 'mind. © | ; | 
14,:As tothe ſecond part of this Providential World, 
namely, Profperity, which in truth is the more dangerous 
tondinon of the two, without the intervention of the 
Divirte Grace, the foils that: the World puts upon Men 
by-this condition, are commonly Pride, Inſolence, car- 
Hal-Security, contempt 'or neglet of Duty and Religi- 

a '6h, {Liixury, and the like. > The method whereby Faith 

18 overcometh this part of the Wo1ld, 'and thoſe. evil con- 

$M ſequences chat atiſe upan-it, are theſe : 1, Faiths gives a. 

ll Mart 2 triie- and equal eſtimare of ths condittoh, and 
keeps'# Man from over-valuing it,- or himſelf. for it ; lets 
him know it is very uncertain, very' caſual, very dan- 
RE | - OY gerouss 
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gerous, and! cannot out-laſt- this life.:: Death will coil. $ 
and ſweep down all theſe Cobwebs 2. Faith aſluh;c 
him , that Almighty God: obſerves: his whole deponliifi;c | 
4 
| 


ment init, that he hath given hima Law of Hunulwlh,. 
Sobriety, Temperance, Fidelity, and a Caution not:ulfi,;(. 
truſt in uncercain Riches; that he peg Cot 

of his Stewardſhip alſo to the great Maſter of the-Belli, 
mily of Heaven and Earth, that he will duly .examig Jay 
all his Items, whether done according to his Lord's Conli\;c! 
miſſion and Command ; and. it lets him know .that-th 
more he hath, the greater, 'ought his care to'be, becaulihath 
his account will -be the greater, . 3. Faich lets him knowfwill 
that the abundace of Wealth, Honour, Friends;: Aj 
plauſe, Succeſſes, as they laſt no longer than' this ſha 
tranſitory life, and therefore cannot make up: his Hi 
pineſs, no nor give.a Man any caſe or.reſcue ;from; 
fic of the Stone, or Colick : So there is an; Everlaſting 
State of Happineſs or Miſery that muſt. attend-evey 
Man after Death. And on the one hand, all the glor 
and ſplendor, and happineſs, that this inferiour -Worll 
can afford, 1s nothing, in campariſon of. that Glo 
that ſhall be. revealed to, and enjayed-by them. that bs 
lieve and obey. 1. Nothing in- reſpe&t of-its; duration; 
if a Man ſhould live a thouſand years, yet that mi 
have an end, and the very pre-apprehenſion of an nd 
15s enough to daſh, and blaft, and wither any happine 
even While it is enjoyed ; but that happineſs that ſus 
ceeds after death is an everlaſting happineſs. 2. Nothing 
in reſpec of its degree; there 1s-no. ſincere,..complea, 
perfect happineſs in this World : It is mingled with evi 
with fears, with viciflitudes of- ſarrow- and trouble; but 
the happiual of the next. life -is perfect, ſincere, and 
unmixed with any thing that may allay- it-; And: upat 
theſe accounts, Faith, (which is the ſubſtance of thing 
hoped' for, and the evidence. of things not ſeen, and 
therefore by a kind of anticipation gives a prolence 
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ie Soul of / thoſe future joys, renders the beſt happineſs 
is World: below cant yield, but languid and poor, like 
i6 light of a Candle in the preſence of the Sun. On 
he other fide, the. miſery that after death atrends the 


MWril-ſpene preſent life, over-ballanceth all'the good'tha 


his hfe can yield, both in its degree and duration ; and 


H herefore with the pre-apprehenſion of it, it ſowrs and 


lays all the good that 1s in the greateſt” happineſs of 
his life. 4. Faith doth affure every believing Soul that as 


k ire as he now liveth, andenjoyeth that worldly felicity it 


h, ſo ſarely, if he, in belief and obedience to the 
Will of God, revealed in and through Chriſt, ſhall uſe 
cn gray thereof foberly , faithfully and obedi- 
kntly, he ſhall enjoy: that everlaſting happineſs that 


hus-out- weigheth the beſt temporal felicity : And-on 
he other fide, if he ſhall uſe his proſperous condition 
ly, proudly, inſolently, unfaithtully, intemperately, 
his ſhore felicity, that he hath here, ſhall be attended 
Mwich an endleſs and exceſlive- miſery unto all eternity. 
ug And now thus upon theſe accounts and methods, Faith 


overcometh this World of external proſperity. The 


*W corruption in the heart, and the temptations of the evil 


—— _ 


one, and of evil Men, would preſently improve this 
condition to make the Man proud, inſolent, intempe- 
rate, luxurious, ſecure, truſting in uncertain riches, for- 


| gerful of God and of Religion: But by the means be- 
re 


mentioned, Faith "conquers the World herein, dif- 
appoints the corruption of the heart, the: ſubtilty of the 
Devil, the temptations of evil Men, and brings the 
Man into a Jow eſteem of his own external happineſs; 
keeps him in a high and juſt valuation of Heaven ; 
keeps him temperate, ſober, watchful, humble, faichfyl, 
Jat; makes him mindful of his account, and ſtudious and 
induſtrious for the attaining and ſecuring of an everlaſting 
ſace of happineſs, and that when death ſhall render all his 
wealth, and honour, and applauſe, and ſuccefles, and 

4 


glory, 


I'2.2 The Viftory of Faith 
glory,'' to be poor, empty, infipid. things,” yet hell |: 
have and enjoy a fixed, permanent, .everlaſting ſtate... 
blefſedneſs and glory with the [ever glorious! God;/1 
bleſſed Redeemer, the holy Angels, and- the-Spint 

| juſt Men made perfect. 4 ny 


4 


y 
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OPPOSITE VICES, 


BBevefits and Means to - acquire it. 


Prov. ii. 34, Jam. iv. 6. x Pet. v. 5. 
God refiſteth the proud, "and giveth grace t hy 


humtle. , | 
| Ride and Humility are two oppoſite habits or 
diſpoſitions. of the mind ; and cherefore:: the 
Kiſcoſon and examination of the latter, will 


4 of itſelf give us a diſcovery of the former; and 


e diſcovery of the benefits and advantage of the. virtue 


"Hf Huniility, will give us alſo an account of che miſchiefs : 


nd inconveniences of Pride, that 1s its oppoſite vice;.,- 
Inithe examination of the true nature of Humility, we 


" Wiſt take notice that there are 10 extreams, and betwegn 
_Wheſe'the Virtue of Humility 1s placed. | 


"The two Extreams are an the exceſs, which is Pride, 
td'in the defe&t, Baſenels of mind. ; 1 

' Pride ariſeth from an over-valuation of a man's ſelf, or 
want of a due ſenſe of his dependency upon Almighty 
30d,” And, though all Pride be an extream foolyh di 
temper of the mind, yet ſome kind of Pride is far more © 
| 3 | unreaſonable 
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unreaſonable and vain than other ; namely, that kiniMdep 


Pride, that ariſeth from ſuch objeRs, that are leſs 1 


in themſelves, or leſs his own that grows proud of thafhlu 


Ie 15 a fooliſh thing for a man to be proud of the Wi 


dowments of his Mind : as Wit, Memory, Judgniafc 


Prudence, Policy, Learning, nay,. of .a man's Gy 


"; 


at 
b 
a 


neſs, Virtue, Juſtice, Temperance , Integrity :\WMAnc 


thongh theſe be moſt a man's own, yet he hath th 
by the bounty and goodnels. of: that God, to whom 
owes his being ; What haft thou which thou baſt wei 
ceived ? Theſe are matters indeed” to ſtr up the 

titude to the Giver of them, but not ſufficient gra 
to make thee proud. Again, though the things 
ſelves be excellent, .and more thine own. than anyd 
butward thing, yet thou art but a temporary owner 
them 3 a violent Feaver, or a fit of aPaltie, ork 
plexy, may rob thee of all theſe endowments, and t 
mayſt poflibly over-live thy Wit, thy Parts, chy Le 
ing 3 and if thou eſcapeſt theſe Concuflions, yet 
thou live to old age ( a thing that naturally all 
defire) that will abate, if not wholly antiquate, 4 
Wit, Learning, Parts; and it- is a foolzſh thing Ja 
man to be proud of that which he is not ſure to kt 
while he lives, and muſt loſe at laſt in a great meal 
when he dies, even by reafon of that very Pride wh 
accompanies them here. Again, that very Pride, wii 
accompanies thoſe excellent parts and habits, is. 
very thing that either /poils, or very much debak 
and diſparageth them both in the ſight of God, | 
Man; it is like the dead Flie in the Confe&ion,:t 


Worm at the bottom of the Gourd, that taints wi 


withers theſe Excellencies, and renders them eith 


Ih 


contemptible or at leaſt much leſs valuable. The mano 


2 Man values himſelt for thoſe things; the leſs be 
valued by others, and it is a thouſand to one that 
fooliſh vain humour of Pride. mingles ſome odd, fa 


ciful, ridiculous, or unſavoury ingredient in the adi 


#} 7 
=? 
' 


Of Humility: SE 
1EPO tments: of fuch Men, though 'of eminent arts 
| abilicies 2-:ſo! that they. receive more r, Or 
«ace by their Pride, than they receive applauſe: by 
« Wir Parts :+ For as God reſiſts the Proud, ſo doth man- 
nihd/ alſo, /and- their very: pride gives their adverſaries 


; tage... 1; : | | 74-415 
 WAnd 2s: Pride of Parts, and Habits of the Mind, is a 
Sb thing; ſo-Pride: of Bodily Endowments is yet more 
Mii and vaiti;;:becauſe it is raiſed upon a+thing of a 
2s allay.than the former ; fuch as are Beauty, Scacure, 
path; Agility ; for though theſe are a Man's own, 
m-chey. are: things that are, not: only ſubje&t to more 
belualties than the former, but they are but of an inferi- 
oor nature. . - | FIN 
\oain, yet more vain. and. fooliſh is that Pride that 
aed upon :hings that are either purely Adventitions 
{Foreign, or in the meer [power of other Men, as 

ide of Wealth, of Honour, -of Applauſe, : of; Suc- 

ſes in Actions; of Titles, gay Cloaths, many At- 


dants, great Equipage, Precedency, and ſuch lictle 
effions:-\ And yet it is admirable. co obſerve the-va- 


ay of the generalicy.of mankind, -1n this reſpe; there 
Wicarce a Man to be found; abroad in the World, who 
With not ſome elation of Mind, upon the account! of 
we and the like petty, vain, inconfiderable advantages; 
hl-all-Profeflions, as well Eccleſiaſtical as: Secular; in 
Wo ranks and degrees of Men, from the Courtier to: the 
oee and Fagt boy ; in all ages, \as well old as young, 
noſt every. perſon hath ſome Hobby-horſe or other, 
tiWerein he prides humſels. | 
And: this hamour of - Pride doth rarely contain it ſelf 
un the breaſt of that - Perſon wherein /it lodgeth, 
aoiigh it went.no farther it 1s fooliſh enough) but ſpreds 
lelt 1nto-numerous Branches ; ſuch as: are Contempt 
dScorn of others; Contention:and Animoſity againſt 
ayole, that in-any.degree crols them ; Ambition, Envy, 
oeainit any: that -are- above \them3 Vain, Glory ;and 
== —_ - Oſtentation, 
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Oftencation, huntihg after Applauſe; defare-and 
in Flattery and Adulation of them; Impatience of 
troul, or: contradiction,/.or difappointment' of what 
effe ;; Detraction from the worth;or value of othg 


-\ And; befides the diſturbance that .it makes abroadM.:at 


an intolerable Diſeaſe in the Soul that is poſleſſed thery 
renders his hte: miſerable, and puts him 1n the: pc 
every 'Man tobe his: tormentor : If. a;poor Man,; a1 
deca, deny butihis' Cap' or his K nee, it makes:Hamay 
fick and half mad, E#b.5.23; All his Honour and 
and: Favor went for nothing, fo long. as:2dardecaiily 
the Gate, and did him no reverence. Any ſmall-1 
ar affront, any croſs in expeRation, any little in 
derable diſappointment in what he ſets his mind: 
diſorders him even to diſtraQtion. 77S 6 g 
he other extream' is, 'Baſeneſs and: Sordidul 
Atmd, which though it: carries the ſhadow of Hun 
| Fet- 1t 15 indeed quite ''another thing; » And 
ſometimes, as 1n Pride, ſo. in this of baſeneſs of M 


the complexion and temperament may have-an 
fluence, yet it -1s moſt commonly upon another aca 
—_— when a Mans ——_ given over id 


love of Wealkh or Honour, or of bodily. pleaſur 
laſts, this doth make hin 'proſtieure himſelf to an 

ſordid-means,- or compliances, to' compaſs and- 
thoſs:ends-:- There is nothing fo baſe, or -.unwe 

that fuch''a man will not undertake, or: do, to-thi 
tainmente of what he thus defigns ; ſach are the baſe 
tery of Men in Power, -ugly compliance/ with thei! 
mors, though moſt nauſeous and: unſavoury ; cre 


and criinging, even almoſt to adoration of themyWart: 
king. pitiful addreſſes to their meaneſt dependents, WW 1.' 


as low as Pages and Foot. boys, performing-the-mol 
warrantable offices for then 5 and many 'times at! 
nal go, a {hapeof lowlineſs and humility ingell 

taps, habits and deportment,- till -they can attain Wie, 
ends ; like the Monk; that was always looking uponWen 
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wth, in a-ſhape of humility, till he was choſen Abbor, 
2 then changed his figure, and being (queſtioned for 
WS fadden' change by one of his Covent; anſwered, in 
former poſture he was only looking for' the Keys of 
$Abby, bur- now he had found them, he needed not 
former poſture. | - +3 [0 | 
d this baſeneſs of mind is many times alſo the effet 
the fear of men, which many times works ſo muth up- 
the mind, that it' carries men -to bafe and unworthy 
npliances. | 
-_ true bumility is a virtue and: temper of mind of 
other nature, and arifing from better Principles.” Ir is 
lowly frame and habit of Spirit arifing from the due 
iſe of the Glorious Excellency of the Almighty God, 
id our own frailty and infirmities, and of our infinite 
xendence upon his Bounty, Goodneſs, Mercy, where- 
we are/under a conſtant, firm and ſound conviction, 
at-all chat is in us, or that is' enjoyed, or can be ex 
ed by us, is from the free undeſerved liberality of ia 
lorious God. 
$0 that although, poſſibly the help of complexion, 
Wd conſtitution, and education, may. be contributary to 
he more eafie acqueſt and an-Boer: of this virtue; yet 
isin ic ſelf the efte& of a mind truly and ſoundly prin- 
pled: 2 Tim. 1. 7. The ſpirit of 4 ſound mind. And 
Wis humility of che mind is not barely in the external habit 
counterfeited deportment ; many times a Cynical, it- 
plerable Pride is clothed with the Mantle.of Humility : 
Wat prnepelly it-is rooted in the very mind it ſelf, and 
Wor t _ part #videnceth its being there by theſe enſuing 
articulars, | 
't,' A moſt awſul and ſincere Rewerence of the Great 
nd Glorious God ; a habitual proſtration of our Souls 
Ways before him, as the great and glorious Sovereign 
'-Heaven and Earth, in whoſe preſence we always 
re, 'and to whom we owe an infinite ſubjection and de- 
endence. 4 
\ 2. 
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-:2-: A moſt high and conſtant Gratitude ' and Thal 

zeſ; of Heart and Soul to him, for allthe good we hiy 

us, Or. that is or can  be:enjoyed by us 3 recogn:zing ie 

as the Giver of our Being,: of our Faculties, our Abi 

and Scrength of Mind and 'Body, our Wealth, our 

nour, our Comforts, our Hopes and ExpeRationsj 

he 1s notonly the Giver of them, but the Sovereign: 

of them and may reſume them when he pleaſeth./ © 

.-3. And conſequently-upon this, that 'we owe to! 
reat and Sovereign Lord a due Employment of all, thi 

fach thus given us, to his Glory and Service; and that 

muſt therefore be. accountable for them, to him 

our great Lord, Proprietor and Maſter. y 

4. A conſtant Vigilancy.and Attention of mind: upoit 
our thoughts, words and actions; but eſpecially, left 
forget that habitude of Mind that we thus owe to Alny 

God, and leſt pride, arrogancy, vanity,-or vain gl 

cal in upon us ; checking. and plucking up the firſts! 
Lictons and rifings, the firſt buds and motions thereof," 

5. Which is but the conſequence of the forma 
Sober. Opinion concerning - our om and all we do, 
{ay.; not thinking of our ſelves above what we ough 
think : and fince ſelf-love ſo naturally adheres to us; 
be very jealous of our ſelves ; eſpecially in thoſe a&aW& 
that /are good, or that meet with ſome applauſe ina? 
World; leſt we either vajue them too high, or ogf'* 
valug our ſelves by reaſon of them z or leſt we are 
in giving to Almighty God that Honour that 15 dut 
him,-and to him only, for them. 
6A diligent, and impartial, and frequent Conf 
vation, and Examination, and Animadverſrn of, and-ll 
011. our defetfs and failings ; for theie, and theſe of 
are uy and properly our own. There: are a fo 
artificial Pi&ures, that if a man look npon them « 
way, they repreſent ſome beautiful comely perſon 
if we look upon them another way, they repre 
fome deformed or miſhapen_Mondter ; our own-M 
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ity to: our; ſelves prompts us. to--look upon the pi- 
"We of our lives and-actions, in that -poſicion or po- 
Se that renders. nothing but- beautiful and: virtuous; 
i wehave ſeldom the Patience to look upon ic, in 


poſition that may render our Deformities and Vi- 


;/and. thereupon +506 gn our ſelves the denomina- 


z accordingly of Good | | 
- obſerve, or do not. conſider. our own failings and 


and Virtuous, and either. do 


If we did - as well conſider our fins which we 


unit, as the duties which we perform: and if in 
conſideration of our duties, we did but conſider 


- much more of duties we omit than we perform, 


WW inthe duties we perform, if we did conſider how 
ich -deadneſs, formality, hypocriſie, vain-glory, ſelf- 


ting, and other unhandſome 1ngredients. were min- ' 
| with them; and ſhould lay our fins, our omiſſions, 
defeats in one ſcale, and that which were really and 


y..duty and good, and worthy in another ſcale, 


beſt of mankind would ſoon find that which was truly 


"Ws, in the whole courſe of his life, were a pitiful, ſlen- 


ſcanclet, and would be infinitely out-weighed by his 

omiſſions and defeRs; and the due compariſon and 
lpe& of this, would quickly give him a Lecture of Hu- 
ty. . the good we do, would indeed make us thank:- 


WW but the good we omit, the evil we commit, and the 


Kciencies of our duties would make us humble. 
J, Charitable Opinions of the perſons of others, as 


as:-poſlibly may. be. Ir is true, that neither Religion, 
Charity commands, or allows, any Man to ſay cr 


nk.that chat which is in it ſelf a fin, is not fo; as 


t Drunkenneſs: or Whoredom,: or Pride, or: Vain- 


7 are nor fins ; the Law of God, and the Law of 


ture tells us they are fins: But an humble Man, ſen- 


6.of his own fins and failings, will not preſently. be 


pcenſorious of perſons, or pronounce them  re- 


Wiates, or Men wholly deſtitute of the hope of Sal- 
8100 ; but will pity their failings: and back(lidings z- 
” ; 


bur 
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but yet not: exterminate them from” Heavery 4.108) Fi 
therein [there muſt | be duly confidered the fla; 
between a private perſon and a publick perſon, wheelieſWe'e: 
miter or Magiſtrate ; the former;' namely,” a privath 
fon, humility maſt teach-him compaſſion, charitable 
gentleneſs; - bur the latter, bang incrufted 1n a-pulit 
Mintftration or Office, doth atrerizes' vices agere; WP 
fonal humility, as a privace perfor, muft ceach hing vW 
charitable; bur yet not to be remiſs or unfaichful ali | 
exerciſe of his Office; PLOW. - _—— 
Fhe farcher conſideration of the Principles and Ca | 
mions of humility will appear in the confideratiowdP& 
Fraits,: aud Advantages, and Benefits of true Humiliyj' 
 _ And theſe | ſhall reduce to theſe three Relations; "| 
relation to Almighty God; 2. In relation to chaWlſ®* 
ble Perſon himſe}f; 3. In relation to ochers. Ie vn 
that all Virtues, if they be true and real, have # 
nexion one with another ; they are' never fingle ; 
_ fame principle that begetteth one, begecterh all chal 
and habituates, and influenceth the Soul in all its moul*'4? 
but eſpecially this Virtue of Humilicy, when. it is genes 
and true, is ever accompanied with all thoſe excellent 
bits and Graces, that perfet the Soul ; as 'the Feat 
Love of God; Obedience to him Dependence an 
Beneficence and Charity to mankind, and the lik 
yet in the purſuit of the fruits and advantage of Huw 
I ſhall apply my ſelf to ſich as do moſt naturally, 
with a kind of ſpecial Reaſon and Appropriation, below 
or-flow from this Virtue' as ſuch, and' as do eſpecialff 
long to 1ts nature in a kind of abſtra& confideratiomif® 
I. Therefore, 1n relation to Almighty God, the hui 
Man hath in a ſpecial manner theſe two great advan 
1, He receives Grace, or Favour, or Honour tron QF 
2+ He receives Dire&1on, Guidance and Counſel e** 
God. Boch which are fingularly promiſed, an&'8* 
kind of ſuutableneſs and congruity, conferred by Almi*® 
God upon an humble Soul, | WW | al 
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Of \ Aw Hits. | LZzE 
| Eirſh, .Fowour,; Honor, and Grace from God 1s a [pe- 
al porcion of.che:humble-Man: ':The /#7e Mas tells us 
ere, He gives Grace'to the Humble,” And although Grace 
a:comprehenfive. word; and inchudes in it {6}f, notonly 
avour. and Acceptance-wicth God; but alſo thoſe ocher 

acefſibns-- of (the giſts of his- Bounty - and Goodneſs, 
Shich-come from this great Giver of every -perfe&t gile, 
 Widom; Peace; Righteouſneſs,: Puricy of Hearr, and 
hs like, which arg all-alſo -che (portion! of a erely 
imble Man 5 yet'b chink- the former is: thac-which 15 
woially intended: bere 3- namely; Favour; Honour and 
Weceprance with God, fo often expreſſed'in the Ol 
| Wand: .New ament, by -the phraſe: of: finding Grace 
che fig God, -. Gen. 19. 18; 'Bebold now I have 
and: Grace in thy fight. ' Luke 14 9,1 0,1. He that 
hd thee, (ball ſay; unro' thee, Friend, come thou up bither, 
bes. chow ſhalt bave worſhip or grace! in' the preſente of 
blew: that ſit: at. mae with thee'y' far be ' that exalterh © 


bnſelf-ſhall be abafed, and. he rhas abaſetb binoſelf ſhall 


exalted, So that by Grace | is' principally intended 
Favour, Acceptance, Honour and Eſteem, with the 
Wireat. and Glorious God of Heaven and Earth. And 
Mertainly were/there no other reward of Humility, thatt 
keeeptance and Favour with che great: Sovereign of the 
forld, it were reward enough. We ſee dafly what pains, 
ad charge, and expence, and ſervitude Men undergo, 
Wo attain che favqur of a Prince or great Man, though 
Me be but a poor mortal Worm z- and how :Men: pleaſe 
zemſelyes, when chey have attained fome- little unpro- 

ble reſpet from-a great Man. But what is that-in 
MSompariſon of being in Grace and Favour with che King 
pt Kings, the Lord of Heaven ? Eſpecially; when we 

(nhider that the Favour or Acceptance of the:;glorious - 

4890615 not a bare unprofitable Eſteem: or Grace, ſuch 
885-many times the great Favourites'of : Princes obrain 
om-them : Bur the Favour and Acceptance of God 
WW always accompanied with Dong and Beneficenes'; 
| Þ | -— 
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as he is the Sovereign: Ocean: of all:goog;:1o.me mij 
ſure, he willbe communicative-and; liberal. ofit;:rah 


as. he favours. ; He, whoſe benzgnity: vrns rly he. 
to the meaneft of his Creatures, nay, 'to:the verymy 
of men, cannot be parcimoniausor Ran: -handed tag 


whom he accepts,/:and' efteems, ;and honours. :..Sg 


the humble-man- finds Grace 1m; the fighe of theyl 


ous God, and, as an effe& of-that Grace, the: bdiy 


ful communication of-all neceſſary ;good from al 

nificence, Bounty. and Liberaliy: of: him, that this 
vours him: anduhis 1 5 reward enough for-the molky 
found Humility:-.. 


. The Reeſan why Ainighty God accepts his an: : . 
Per ſon, i is the.very ſame that makes him refſt the Pin 


which: is this; the great God ni:de all things in 
World -for two Ends; vis. I Thereby to 'commur 
his own--diffuſive Goodneſs and. Benificence, and:pna 
pally for the Glory of his own Greatneſs, Wiſdom, Pow 


and Majeſty; and although he. receives no. additian! 

{Glory from his Creaturega 
its a thing he values,” his Glory he will not give to 
ther ; and it is unbecoming the Excellency of his 
jeity to be, diſappointed in his "End. Glory 1s-out 


Happineſs by the return o 


us place, xehon'1 it-is-not returned to the God of 


r.an: order to. him. _It'1s che natural, as well as then 
ſonable:Tribtite of all bis Creatures, and a kind-of M 
per:Reflegion:ofgtbe Bounty , and Splendor of:albl 
work: unto/ the: God that made them; Now the Pi 

man ulurps.cbat. Glory which is due-to his Makerym 


takes it ro: himſelf intercepts that: due and natural, 
tn: and refleczon:.due- unto che Creator. of all 


takes, that tribute that is due. to; God, and: applies: Ki 
himſelf.;.putsGlory out of its place and nangl 6 co 
which. is: ſhould hold towards the glorious - God, : 
Rivers do.to;' the-Sea:::;:::And this aſurpation,”:as: tid) 
kind of Rebellian ; \againſ; God, 10: 1t1.thverts: and 
ogess.the true and ;jult natural courſe. of chingapi 
$ TNErgid 
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herefore- a5 the! protd man” herein'walks' contrary 'to 
hod;'fo'God walks contrary ro him! 3! They rhat hoppour 
W/1 will honout 3 they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly on 
wird 1 Sam. 2:40; -Atidas this'is 4'moft reaſonable 


6s 
be: 


of Divine Jaſtice, 'ſs there ſeem 'two'things, that even 
won an account of natural congriny mpſt' needs make 
Rondition of a'proud 'tman uneafie and anhappy; in 
wlation co Almighty:Bod's” r. Every” thing"1s beaunful, 
$9" weful, 'and convenient init profert place ;- bat 
ent is out of its place, it: becomes troubleſome: ant 
orderly, like a Bone'out' of joynt; 16 exuferh difcom- 
ofare;: When therefore the proud man'*arrogates cohim- 
FGloty,” and interceptsits (free 'rettirn to the God of 
Jlbry; 6 whom itt belongs,Glory is out of its place; and 
orders: and: diſcompoſeth'the uſyrper of it, ſo that he 
wewsfick of it, ſometimesto madneſs; but always to di- 
temper and diſcompoſure. ' 2. The proud tman'is ſofull 
himſelf; and of the Ffonour and Gloty; which he'u- 
aps and atcracts tothimſelf, that: he's 'tneapable of ati 
ceeffion of Grace or Favour from God : for he thinks 
ie hach enough of: his own, and this obſtrufs the ac- 
eſſes'and irradiation of the Divine Favour, Grace and 
denedition. Intzs Exiſtens probibet alienum. Tt 15 the 
wpty Soul, empty I mean of Pride, Self-conceit, and 
a glory that 15 capable of ſatisfaction with the Divine 
goodneſs; | 

Bur on the contrary, The Humble Man hath theſe 
wo oppoſite advantages. 1, He carries Glory and 
Honour to him, to whom it belongs, to 1ts proper 
Venter 'and ' Country ; namely , to. the Ever-glorious 
30d, and that Ocean of Goodneſs and Perfection that 
eldes'in him : And this gives the Man eaſe, and quiet- 
nels; and” compoſure of mind, for he doth not inter- 
zpe'the' Tribace that'is due to his Maker, but pays: it 
wer to the right Qwner. If he doth'any good, noble; 
becoming action; he checks the firft motion of Pride 
aw Oftentation' in himſelf, and# receives not- the” ap- 
fu" K: 2 plauſe 
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lauſe of others, but dire&s all the, ,praiſe and. glow 
4 to that God that hath done it by him, or in by. 
for him ; Not unto us, but to thy Name. give the Glory. hy 
this gives him fingular quietneſs, ſerenity and eveniy 
of Mind, becauſe he is not ſfurcharged with that wh 
belongs not to him, nor under thoſe tortures and by 
ings f min, which this Tribute due to his Maker raif 
when uſurped by Man to whom 1t belongs not. Aga 
2. By this Hunulity and Lowlineſs of mind the Saf 
empty, not 'of what: it ſhould have, but of whag 

ould not have ;: and by that means becomes receqil 
and capable of Blefling from the God of Heaven, 
filleth the hungry with $094 things, but ſends the" 
empty. away. And this ſeems to hold congruity to'# 


very nature of every Intelletual Agent, that as will 
Underſtanding and Will. We find, even in the reqlfre 
lated motions of our own Nature, a ſecret averſneW* 
gratifie a proud and haughty Man ; for he eicher ſon 
or rejects a kindneſs, as beneath him ; or arrogates al 


owns it as his own due, and not a bounty : Bur a'pd 
ſon truly humble, ſenſible of a benefit, thankful fori 
ets within us, invites beneficence. And ſurely thoup 
the Bleſſed God be-not at all under the impotency 
humane Paſlions ; yet he is a God of infinite Wildon 
and placeth: his beſt benefits, where they will be he 
received and uſed. 2, It ſeems to hold congruity al 
proportion with the very courſe and nature of thity 
natural z The Divine benignity 15 much more-dilf 
five than the Light, the Air, the moſt communica 
Element in the World, and filleth every thing aca 
ding to its meaſure and capacity of reception ; is th 
which communicateth ic ſelf to Vegetables in Life al 
Vegetation, but not in Senſe, becauſe not - receptive't 
i; to Animals'in Life and Senſe, but not in Reakt 
or Underſtanding, becauſe not receptive of it; 
Men in Life, Senſe and Undctanding, that 1s col 
mon to the whale Species ; and if they have- bat roon 
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1. them for it, and do not wilfully thruſt it from them, 

1h Grace allo, and Favour, and Accepration, in the 

Metering and improving of their Souls in the influences 
walls his Love, dire&tion and guidance: And ſach a Vel: /- 
[ dis the humble Soul, empty of Pride, Self-attribution, 


zin-plory ; one that is glad of ſuch gueſts, as the Grace 
xd Favour and Acceptance of God ;' hath room for 
odhem in his heart, and ſo.'becomes a fit Tabernacle for 
he influence of that God, that revives the Spirit of the 
Jumble, 77. 57.15 
\And here by the Benignity and Favour of God, 1 do 
wt'mean the heaping of Temporal Honours, or Weakh 
won Men ; theſe are but ſmall inconfiderable things, 
s wilffuch a5 are common to pron and many times denied to | 
» reniiifithe humble. But they have a better exchange, namely, 
efWPcace with God, inward teſtimonies of his Favour, ſe- 
Wcret indications of his Love, directions and inſtructions 
by the ſecret whiſpers and intimations of his Spirit, quiet- 
nels and tranquility of Mind, and pledges of Immorta- 
lity and Happineſs, thoſe 


nm Animi bona,” ſanftſque receſſus 
Mentis, & incoftum generoſo pettus boneſto. 


an and theſe are things of a far greater value than external 
in Wealch and Honour ; and as far before them, as the 

68 Mind and Soul it ſelf is. But of this more in the nexc. | 
\ 2, The ſecond great advantage of the humble Soul is, 
That he ſhall be ſure of Dire&#ion, and Guidance, and 
Counſel, from the beſt of Counſellors, the glorious God 
.of Wiſdom, Pſal. 25. 9. The meek will be guide in judg- 
.ment ; the meek will he teach his way, Meeknels and Hu- 

Mmility are bat the ſame thing under different names. 

And this guidance and direion of Almighty God 
s of two kinds, in relation to a double End. 1. Gui- 
dance and dire@ion in relation to his Everlaſting End, 

the Salyation and Happineſs of the Soul ; namely, 

| K 3 what 
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yhat he is to believe; and know, . and do, in-ordert6hiA8 

greateſt and moſt important End: / And thereforexMnd 

obſervable, that. although the Myſtery of the GoſpelWiall 

Chriſt Jeſus, the common Inſtrumenc of the SaſvanmWrdin 

Mankind, is the moſt wiſe and profound Deſign-and Mat bi 
| oy 


ſtery, and of the greateſt importance that ever-the Wy 

. was acquainted with ; yet the moſt Wiſe and. moſt'@ 

rious God, did veil and dreſs'that great and glorious Milo 
ſtery quite contrary to the Wiſdom and Grandeur! of ififfþar*i 
World ; inſomnch, that co the moſt knowing peophk What 
the World,and that were full of their own Knowledge 
Fews, it became a ſtumbling Block ; and to the Grulliſſoi 41 
the moſt Learned. and Wile People in the World, andjblfif"'h 
were tull of the ſenſe of their own Wiſdom and Leak: 
ing, it was: accounted - foohſhneſs, 1 Cor. 1.21. Af 

that, by wiſdom the world knew not God, it pleaſed Liml 

the fooliſhneſs of preaching ; namely, of the things Preachal 

Chriſt Crucified, to: /ave them that believe. And act 

dinglv,in the Priminve times ir ſucceeded.accordinglyi 

Wiſe Rabbies of the Fews and the Learned Philolopha 
of the Gentiles, for the moſt part, derided or rejecedt 
Not many Wiſe, not many Mighty entertained it; k 

the Wiſdom of God ordered the Wiſdom and Myſtery 
the. Goſpel, quite counter to that Wiſdom that was i 
vogue inthe World, And we now ſee the reaſon why 
was fitly and wiſely ſo deſigned, for it was deſigned t 
thwart and croſs and confound that corrupt Wiſdomd 
the World, which had before corrupted it; the Wold 
by Wiſdom knew not God. But on the contrary, the 
meek and humble and lowly minds, and ſuch wer 
- ſome learned, as well as unlearned, theſe received the 
Goſpel : The Poor recejved the Geſpel ; the poor in - ſpirit 
lowly, meek: Mark 10.15. He that receiveth not the Kiny- 
dom. of God as a little Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter into it. |t 
was fitted, and ordered, and modeled in fuch a dreſs, and 
ſuch a+ method, that it was ſuitable to the reception 6 
ſach Souls 3 and none but ſuch were receptive of F, 
3»# , — , -- +, g « gain, 
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[ iz: Humility diſpoſeth' the: glorious God to give; 
d;che/humble:mind. to receive diretion.:atid guidance: 
-alÞcheiwalk and concert of chislifes.'. A: proud heart 
dinanly diſdaineth and undervalueth all other Wildom 
his.own;.and:all.other Counſeb bit ſuch” as ſuits with: 
ibwn Wiſdom :: And: therefore the glorious Gad moſt 
ommonly: crofſeth on: :drappointeth:himy or leaves him 
phe headineſs and miſery:of his own counſels, and to: '- 
atthe bicter fruit: of. his own raſhneſs and folly.  -For, 
Me whatever the blind men. of the World think, the aci- 
etns.of men and their ſuccefſes are under the Regiment 
eioi:the Divine Will-and Providence; and it is no wonder 
if the; chat inviſfibly governs the: Events of the. World, 
Wnke the wiſe in their. own craftinefs, and mingles giddr- 
nefs:and diſappointment; in their; counſels, and breaks 
—< of all their contrivances ; for he hath a-thou- 
ways with eaſe and facility to doit. We may every 
day.ſee,what ſmall intervention. quite:ſhatters, and dif- 
anders,-and overturns the: moſt politick, ſubtle, ſecret, 
andiwell-laid deſigns 4n.the: World: :-:1o that:1n. one mo» 
ment a pitiful ſmall unexpected. accurrence wholly breaks 
pieces a deſign of. men laid together with:long delibe- 
ration and forecaſt ; with.huge: proſpe&:and precaution 
of difficulties 5-'with great reſerves and preparations as» 
painſt, :all-1imaginable. obſtacles ; with--all) the advan- 
taxes of ſecrefie, -power,..combination: of //parties,  con- 
nexion -and- contiguation : of: : fubtidiary :atds 3 | and: yet 
one-poor- unthought of .aceidentecacks.in ſunder, and 
breaksall to ſhivers the whole elaborate Machine ; fo 
that 1n'z-moment the: ſhivers thereof lie. all broken and 
ned like:a/ patſherd daſhc againſt_a Wall; or the 
wk e.contrivance diſappears like the fabulous enchanted 


-:;But-on the- other ſide, an humble man-:leans nat to 
his own underſtanding ; he is ſenfible: of the deficiency 
of; his own Power and Wiſdom, and truſts not in it; 
he'is alſo ſenſible of the AR ons Power, Wikions 
Wes 4 | an 
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; and'Goodnels of Almighty God, and commits. hin 
' ro hmm: for Counſel, "Guidance; Direction and Streny 
Ir is natural for any .man or thing, that is ſenſible ;afh 
own. deficiency, to ſeek out after that which may:g 
ſapporrt andtrength-tohim, and as Almighty Gad:ig 


ſentially Good: and Perfe&, fo he.is (1f-L may uſe | 
expreflion) moſt naturally Communicative of it, toaifflext 


that ſeek unto hymn for it in humility and fincergy 
The Air doth- not more naturally: yield co our at 


v. Antonin. [.8. 


fr. 45. Hind ths. ſelf into - thoſe: ſpaces that: are recy 


nu os mntete-' ave :of it, than the Divine Afliſtang 
Brix abique'cir- "Guidance and Beneficehce doth tay 
camfuſa eſt, & Deſme' and Exigences and. Wan 
_— ant an humble Soul, ſenſible o ns >" 
2 | emptineſs and deficiency, and implony 
| rp nuns {30 the Dire&ion, . Guidance and Bleflingy 
rare volenti.' | the moſt” Wiſe and BountifuF God 
--_ ,..*,..: Can call my own Experience to -witngl 
that even inthe external a&ions, occurrences, and 'ihgi 
dences of my; whole life, I was never diſappointed-of the 
beſt Guidance and Dire&ion, when in Humilicy and ſenk 
of my own deficiency, and diffidence of my own ability 
to direct imy ſelf, or to grapple with the difficulties & 
my Lafe, I fiave with Humility: and :Sincerity inplorel 
the ſecret Direftion and Guidance of the Divine Wik. 
dom and-Providence: And-I dare therein appeal worhs: 
vigilant and ſtri& obſervation of any Man's Experien, 
whether he hath not found: the ſame' Experience: 
relation tohimſelf; and his own a@ions and ſuccelſes, and: 


Aon 'in reſpiration, ior to inſinuate i 


MN 4 
th 


whether thoſe Counſels and Purpoſes which have 'been 


taken up after an humble iavocation of the divine Das; 


Aion have not been always moſt ſucceſsful in the end../: 
H. And thus an Humility is of admurable ule, in relate' 


on to the glorious God and the Effuxes of his Blefling 


©-, = ©” &. 


and DireQtion; ſo it.is of ſingular advantage, in relation Why 
#0 the bumble Man himſelf, as may appear in theſe enſuing Wer 


Conſiderations, 


7, Humility 
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1;:Hamility keeps the Soul in great Ewvenneſs and Tron- 
"We Norah's, that the ſtorms and.cempeſts and:&i(-; 
iers:of the Soul do not ſo much, :;(if; at all )-ariſe fraer = 
ls chings without us, as from the pafſions-and Tow wo 
F-che Soul it ſelf: eſpecially that of Pride and Haught- 
a which as the Wiſe Man ſays; Prow.xu1.10..15 the ma»: 
of Contention, and that within the very Soulic felk 
Without itis that which blows up the paſſions of Anger, 
\Revenge, and Envy, and Hatred, and Impatience, 
d Ambicion, and Vain-glory ; and from hence. it 15, 
it the paſſions do rage, and {well,' and. roul one upon 
Mather like the Sea troubled with a.ftorm., What is 4c; 
Wc upon any diſgrace, or diſrepute; or affront, pur ups, 
hs Man, makes him vex himſelf, even co death; that 
ul ha nor leiſure-ſcarce for. one quiet, or compoſed 
ght? What is it that makes .him jealous of another 
ts advancement ; that makes him hate and envy ano- 
#thathath attained greater dignity than himſelf ; that 
kes his thoughts and endeavours reſtleſs, till he getto 
q er or richer than others; and yet when he hath 
nined not reſting 10 it, but ſtill. aſpiring higher ; -thax 
Fs him with fears, and torturing cares,- leſt he ſhould ci- 
Ur miſs what he aims at, or loſe-whathe hath attained; 
| 9 with revenge againſt. all that oppoſe him; 
| Wſtand \n his way, with impatience under any croſs or 
bWzppointment, many times almoſt to.the extremuy of 
Ines and frenzy ; that makes him unquiet and diſcon» 
ted with his preſent condition, and raiſeth a thouſand 
&diforders: and diſcompoſures 4n- the minds of Men 2 
theſe are moſt plainly reſolvable into this curſed dis 
mperof Pride and Haughtineſs of Mind as might moſt 
dently be mate-out.to any that will but trace back 
| diforders' unto their root and: original; ' and cer: 
nly'therefore, the ſtate of ſuch: a Man's mind: muſt 
td be marvellous, diſorderly and unhappy. i; 
Whuthumility curesthis diſeaſe, this Fever of the Mind;; 
phe Paſhons cool, and calm, end quiet, and low, and 
| keeps 


—_ 
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keeps: under hourly - diſcipline, «throws cold watedjy 
them:* Have I received'an affront, a. diſgrace withyl 
Men, contempt from my equal orinferiour,” repre chi 
icandal,” diſappoititment-in my 'expe&ation of ſong 
cernal advantage?” Am I like to bezarned out of Of 
es'be made poor; &f the like ? I have two conſiderate. 
that keep me ftillin an-equal temper, , and that filenaſy 
thoſe: Paſſions,' which preſently-'in a proud Man wlll 
be all on-fire,and4niahurly burly.-1.1 know. that thoſeth 
come not withont the Divine Commiſſion, or at leaff Perm 
and ſhall' I not ' quietly fubmit 'to the Will of my gredt 
Vereign Lord, ro:whim T owe my ſelf; and whoſe With 
daily 'may be 4ont'? It was an admirable w—_—— 
Humility in David, when, to addito: his preſent lady 
dition, Shbimei curſed him fo bitterly,:.and althoughhe 
power and -opportunity-left him to' revenge 1t;/yerhgl 
bad ic; for'it may be the Lord hath bid:iShiei tag 
David, 2 Sam;vi.1o.' ' Again, 2. 'Hhbat: am. I, that ln 
w0t"be croſſed, or 'reproached, or contemned,”:or diſapfvni 
Hlaſe, a poor weak ſinful Man, I cannot be made lou 
the 'efteem of the'World, than 1 am m''my- own: i 
World veproach me, ſpoil 'me of what 1 have; if 1 ami 

or ſcorned, 'it is but what I deſerve, and leſs than I aa 
for 'my- fins at the band of God: Though perchantdh 
ftandered, or falſly atcuſed by them, yet I know ill emny 
my ";ſelf to- make me bear patiently even a falſe accujany 
and they cannot make me more low: and wile, in the eta 
others," than T am in my own, Andithus Humilnyls 
and quenohesi the Paffi6ns, and keeps the: Mindi 
and undiſtarbed-under all external Occurrences. -/4 
deſcend to: particulars more diſtindly. : +W 


/ 20 Humility gives Contentation it " Condition off 


ox; 'And the reafon''is, becauſe an humble Mind i x 
yer above that Station'or Condition of. |1fe-that the Daft 
Providence. orders, but rather under or below. it, of# 
moſt holds pace with it. When the'Mind” runs ves ! 
the condition -of 'a*Man,' it is lipe a ſpendrhritr, chat 


. 
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yond his &ſtate:; and. therefore, becomes. neceſſarily 
or; and never enjoys what-he hath becauſe it buſes it 
f evermore in-an anxious purſuit.of . what it hath not-; 
ad - that. mind, that. in relation, to the things. of..the 
orld, runs beyond its ſtation,. can.never be contented 
quiet 3-and-though- he attain this year, whathe anxt 
ly purſued the laſt year, yer ſtill his Mind.will be.cun- 
ne farcher ſtill, and keep before this acqueſts, as. the 
wheel of the'Coach . will ſtill run before: the hinder. 
heel; But, an humble Man is eyer contended with what 
e Divine! Providence and Honeſt Induſtry allots him, 
d enjoys it comfortably and thankfully, and can fit 
wn with'a; narrow Fortune,.. with this contenting con: 
mplation, That which I have is given by the Bountiful 
d of. Liberality,. not of. Debt ; if T had leſs, it were more 
I could deſerve ; For I can with Jacob ſay, Out of; che 
le of my own unworthineſs, 1 am leſs than the leaſt of all 
rMercies. Bleſſed therefore be. bis Name. | Pay 
3. Humulity-gives always Patzence under ell Adverſity of 


What kind ſoever it be; and this is always an. effe& and 


mpanion of -true Humility upon theſe enſuing Conſt 
rations... 1+. The greateſt cauſe of 1mpatience 15 not ſo 
uch, from. the preſſure and force of any external croſs 
calamity, .as from the great diſturbance and reluctance 
the mind of - him thar: ſuffers it; and this is1t that rail 
bup the Waves and Billows within : the croſs or cala- 
ty, it may be 45 rough and beyond the power of him 


Wa ſuffers ic, to extricate or controul; and on the other 


le, when 1t meets with a mind.as tumultuous and'con- 
macioys as the calamity or croſs, it raileth a ſtorm, as 


Mienthe Wind and Tide are contrary, or like the ſtate cf 


4 


ws Voyage in the Adriatick Sea, where two Seas met, 


7; xxvii. which oftentimes endangers the Veſſel. He 


& violently and 1impetuouſly contends againſt acalami- 


Ws like one bound with a ſtrong yoakor bond, his ſtrug.- 


g ike a wild Bull in a Net, galls him more than the 
akit ſelf otherwiſe woulddo; and a proud and haughty - 
br | nds _ ſpirrr, 
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ſpirit, commonly miſcalled courage, contributes mar 
his own uneafineſs than this croſs doth : But an hug 
lowly mind, is naturally-more-able to bear his croſs: 


more patience, becauſe it is evident that the foftnek, 
tliey, and quietneſs, and calmneſs of his mind by 
the force of the calamity; and renders it-more eahy 
ubmiffion to 11. 2. Again, every truly humble: 
looks upon the worſt condnion that he 1s under, toby 
than he deſerves. As long as a Man lives in the Wg 
there is no condition ſo troubleſome, and painful, WW. 
uneaſje, but it may be worſe; and an humble Maai..: 
ways thinks that that condition or circumſtance of ll... 
. which may be worſe, is not the worſt that he delg 
. Je may be I am poor, but yet I am well eſteemed, 1. 
ſerve both poverty and diſeſteem; it may be I ampli 
and under a Cloud alſo of ignominy and reproach, will 
have my health of body, and compoſednefs and fi 
neſs of mind, and this is more than I deſerve : It1 
be I am, with Fob, under a confluence and compliga 
of calamities, loſs of Eſtate, of Children and Relat 
cenſured by my very Friends as an Hypocrite, and 
under the diſpleaſure of Almighty God, my body my 
rated with Diſeaſes, yet I have life, and where thei, 
life there is-hope; MHherefore doth the living man com\iilſhy 
a man for the puniſhment of bis ſins ? Lam. 1ii. 39. Wberi 
Iiving Man hath no cauſe to complain, becauſe althy 
he ſuffer the loſs of all other things, yet his Life sþ 
and'given him for a prey. The humble Man ispat 
therefore under his ſufferings of any kind, becauk 
carries with him the due ſenſe of his own unworthi 
and demerit, and upon a judicious account looks with 
his meaneſt, loweſt, worſt condition, as better thailirave 
deſerves at the hand of God. 3. The humble Manilifieir 
tient under all conditions, becauſe he always bears a8Wior, 
entirely ſubje& and ſubmitting to the Will of the Whip 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth, whom he kallifes 
to be the Sovereign Lord of all his Creatures ; tow” 
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at Diſpenſor or Permitter and ReRtor of all-the Events 
the World; to bethe moſt wiſe, juſt; and'gracious God; 
4 therefore he doth not only ſubmit to his Will; 'as an 
of Neceflity which he cannot controul, or as an atof 
«yin obedience to his Sovereign, but as an at of 
ice, and Prudence, becauſe the Will of his Maker is 
(er chan his own, and moreeligible than his own;'and \. _ 
wefore he makes the Will of his Maker his own Choice. ,\ 
upon the account of true judgment concludes' that 
Watſoever the moſt Powerful and Irrefiſtable, the moſt 
Wiſe and Prudent,the moſt Juſt antMerciful Will of God 
points for him, is not only fir for him to ſubmit unto, 
t alſo to chooſe, and as well cheerfully and thankfally, 
Wpatiencly and quietly to follow and ele& ; and therefore 
Whce he well knows that all the ſuccefſes of his life are un- 
MS the Regiment, Government and Providence -of-the 
Wow Glorious, Sovereign, Wile and Merciful God, even 
doſe that ſeem in themſelves moſt troubleſome, unealie; + 
Sx grievous, he patiently and cheerfully comports with 
Divine Will in the toleration of them, and waits'up-" 
tis Albſufficiency and Goodnefs in his due time, either 
remove them, or to ſupport him under them. 
4. Humility gives great Moderation and Sobriety and Vi- 
lc in the fulleſt enjoyments of Temporal Felicity of 
iy kind whatſoever. There is a ſtrange Witchcrafe in 
operizy to rob a Man of Innocence : How many inthe 
0087 i Noe Tin my time ſeen, that under the greateſt 
eſſuires of croſſes and calamities, of poverty and re- 
Woach, have kept cheir Conſciences fair and clean, their 
Wiimwcence, Integrity, Piety and Goodneſs within them,and® 
bue them, char yet by the warm beams)and ſunſhine'of 
eral proſperity have caft off their Innocence, as the 
faveller did his Cloak in the Fable, made ſhipwreck of 
er Conſciences, and became as great Opprelfors, as 
"ibrderly and Debauched Livers,as Proud and Infolent;, 
0 perfect Worldlings, as if they had never heardiof 2a 
aven'or Hell, of a God or a Redeemer, or of aJudg- 
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ment to:come 2? Frue Humility 1s a great Guard upbyiWerit 
Soul ofa Man againſt theſe: Rocks:and hazards Wiſti: 
bumble'/Man- looks upon all his Plenty-and Profpetiihem, 
notas his-own, or the reward of his deſert, -but as thifiars 
peftamn of: the Great Maſter of the Family of Heaven@Wdie 
Earth; [Talents entruſted 'to him as a Steward, aniWiou 
Accomptant to employ for his Maſters:uſe, ſervice, WW6 
onor; not-for his own (grandeur or pleaſure ; he cofffiſth: 
ersthe more he hath, 'thg-greater is his Accompt, ani 
_ greater.his Charge, and 1n it finds no matter to adralW'5! 
| Cathonghe concerning himſelf or to make him proudjW'Fe 
to-make him the more careful how he employ it. Andocn 
Humility is not diminiſhed by his plenty, but rachvWx 
creaſed; and this keeps him ſober and: moderate inn 
uſe of. what he hath; for he looks upon all he hacty Willa 
none of his own, buthis Maſters, to whom he is account 
able; .and.as it makes him ſober and moderate in theitout 
of what be hath ; ſo it makes him ſtudious troemployiiſn': 
the.honour of his Maſter, and faithful in that emp 0 
ment. Again, as he looks upon the things of this Welſtake 
as depoſited in his handsfor the acconnt of higLord/Wich 
he looks upon them as dangerous Temptations to degnffſ4iup 
him{.@f- bis Innocence and. Integrity; and both! thffſÞ#pri! 
make->him ever more ſtriatly vigilane over: himſelf, WiFi 
thepreſent gaynel(s, and glory, and opportunities obMlP&2 
{pericy get ground upon his Mind or. his Vircue, - eſpealhany 
Iy-upon his Humility : For worldly grandeur (elli#-the 
ſteals away that Virtue, or impairsit, ſooner thananW*: \ 
ther, *Pride is a kind of ſhadow, or rather a Devil, chatſ#6<: 
digarily-haunts and waits upon worldly. greatneſs andy Iys 
ſperity:; and therefore he keeps a ſtrict gn 2rd over wil 
heart, and watches narrowly: the firſt bloommg.on Wer « 
foming of Worldly-mindedneſs, Self-dependance, TwWp**3 
ing 1n uncertain . Riches, making them- his Hope orÞ4m1 
Confidence, but eſpecially upon fwellings of V ain-glaliP*4ct 
Pride, Self-applauſe, 'and thoſe. other: verrirs chavenſſÞ this 
monly. breed in the Soul, by the warnt influptieesof iP bis 
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riry:1:and he never (uffers theſe unclean Birds torooſt or 
tin his Soul 3 checks and rejects the very firſt morionsof 
em;and:cruſhes theſe Viperous Eggsinche very firſtap: 
arance: Ando prevent the 'very firſt opportunities of 
geprodudtion, he watcheth himſelf. apon alloccafions: 
rioutly reflects the danger hes in;” carefully 'tiies 


ie rgent;- Thought, Word, and Acibn; whether:it 
ch:any ſecrettinure of Pride or Vanity:$' and if he find 
eleaſt riſing of them, | he ſuppreſſeth-and/Rifles then, 

ix; Homilicy is an excellent Remedy againſt the Paſſion 
Fear, even of the worſt of evils, Death ic ſelf;2and 
nck-more againſt the-Fear of Reproaches, 'Loſſes;: and 
[external Calamities whatſoever ; 'pwes-patience-uridet 
rincumbantevil, ' doth naturally; and” by a kind'ofi ne? 
flary conſequence, arm a Man- againſt the Fear of an 
minent or impendent-:Evil;/ and upon{the very fame 
rounds-and Reaſons, and therefore they need not be a< 
n-repeated. - Commonly Surprize:and®* Unexpected: 

6 of.any-evil; renders the Fear more terrible; becauſs 
takes a Man upon the ſudden, and-before he can coms+ 
lehimlelf, or rally thoſe Succours of Hope and Reaſon 
fdupport him againſt it; it is like-a ſudden diſeaſe, that 
priſech che Body that laboureth under ll humours, be- 

$i catr/allay or moderate them by preparative Helps 
p&Catharticks, whereby a ſudden combuſtion ariſeth, and 
any-times more danger ariſeth ' from -the diſcompoſnre 
the hamours, than from the malignity of the difeaſe it 

It. \Bue Humility keeps the mind 1n a ſober well prez 
Wredcemper ; keeps the Paſſions under diſcipline, and's 
o8%2ys 12 a readineſs: to deceive the ſhock of a danger; 
fevil imminent-or: impendent, withour' any great dl: 

der or: aftoniſhment-: An humble Man hath no- ſuch 
eacvalue for himſelf, as ro think he is ro-be exemprfrom 
{Wamincs; and therefore is not much Rartled ar the ap: 
forcing of them : He reckonshe hath portionenough 
ah this:World; if he can keep his Innocence, \the Peace 
Mp" bis'-Conſcience, and quietneſs- within ; as for Mar: 
_— . ters 


$46 X 9 6 a ; 
ters ofthe World, as. he makes nor their enjoymeny 


-  objecof his ſo he. makes nat their laſs anyy 
' move bi hope. Gods Will be done: 1s the lang 


of his Soul in relation to:them. Is he threatned y 
Joſs-of:his Eſtate, of his Friends and Relations, of 7 
nour-and Etecm, and: hath-he the News of his De; 
ther-from men, by. violences or perſecution, echilM;.- 
withiniby the forerunners of it, ſickneſs or old axe? «D 
is by no meanstormented with fear by theſe Me ww 

I The evenneſsof his own furniheth hay E 
the oppartungy: 901d uſeaf his Reaſon to-check hi T- 
a Yainsfooliſhand unſerviceablepaflion, that may conulliſer 
 hims ir ag hendons anti Sigaten make. (cer 40 
og worſe: and more: troub ,but. not. cure the danfffce:y 
. 1:2 The hab of. his: ſubordination to the Divical g-" 

andpleaſure; quiets-his mind with this thoughe : My Mic... 
wants not power to reſcue me from the danger, if he glalifi;o.o; 
but if be be not pleaſed, it is my wiſdom and my wi pol 
wit £0 bis good pleaſure ;, it is the Lord that tuk. anflick. ha 
mit ,. bis Will be done. 

3. Upon the/approach of ſuch dangers or crivl Gina 
tires into himſelf; bat am I, that I ſhould think too, | 
empt from theſe imminent evils ; What Tutle bave I ” n oh. 
leaſt good I enjoy? Is it not the meer bounty of my Mal fan, 
If the dangers 1 foreſee leave me any thing, if they Fn difp: 
life; they leave me more than I deſerve; if they be _ '' If 
menace the loſs of that alſo, yet they cannot take awa) mi C 
nocence, my integrity, my peace with God and with "1 and 
end it is an admirable bounty that the God of Heave _l\ Vo! 

preſerved that to me, and accepts this little poor {mal of no 
that he finds, or rather makes in me, ſo as to reward #M'pin2 
bis favour and acceptation and peace with bim. i Pan, 
; Good God! when 1 look upon that which. I call my Inneanif us ta 
what a ſpotted piece is it, that I am even aſbamed t tee in 
Innocence 5. when I look upon my Integrity, what 6 led act 
eret hypocriſie bangs about it, that it deſerves not the nail he 
Inregrityy and yet that litls riod partiole of whe [4 abo 
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mocenct and Integrity which is truly ſuch, it is his gift $01me © 
a1 is pleaſed t0-0w/n: and reward it as mine, with peace and 
favourable acceptance ; and as long as bets pleaſed thus to con-. 

ine to me what indeed is bis, and thus to atcept it as if i. - 

were 11). 027% , What | reaſon have I to fear the loſs of all 

things elſe, even; life it ſelf? fince ftill I enjoy much more 

than 1- deſerve; and which no Man or Devil, no Calamity 

Danger, 10 not Death -it ſelf can deprizve me of 2 - and 

thus far of ' the: Advantages of Humility in- relation to 4 


L+IIL' The advantage of Humility in relation to others is 
ff ewo kinds; 1. The advantage the humble man doth 
to others; 2. The advantage which the humble man re- 
gves from others upon the account of his humility. 
"x. As to the former of theſe ; we may ealily judge what 
SSGood in Humble Man brings to mankind, by confider- 
in? the Evil that Pride or a Proud Man bringeth there- 
unto, ' If a man duly confiders moſt of the- miſchiefs - 
that happen to mankind and follow them to their Origy- 
zal, he ſhall find that the moſt of them owe their Ort- 
ginal ro this Root, Let a man but look abroad in the 
wo ld, be ſhall find a ſort of evil Spirits or Furies in it, 
that fill it with infinite diſorders and-milery;;z For in- 
Y ſt ces Atheiſm ,, Hatred, Strife, Contention, Wars, 
diparaging poweis, Hereftes, Envy, Ambition, Seditt- 
I on, Oppretiion; Perſecution, Detraion,, Slanderin 
WCrucly, Contempt, Uncharitableneſs, Cenſoriouſnels, 
and a. thouſand more ſuch deviliſh Furtes, that fall the 
, World with blood, and: confuſion, and diſorder. And 
WT now. let us but trace thoſe or any of thoſe to their Ori- 
W'2inal, we ſhall find that for the moſt part Pride is that 
8 Zardora's Box, out of which they ſpring and ifſue. Lec 


a vs take an eſtimate of ſome of them: Atheiſm, that cuts 
in {under all the-bonds of Religion, Government, and 
Society , whence comes it 2 but by the Pride of mens 
ml hearts, chat. 'cannot endure to have a Sovereign Lord 
FF abore them, but that they may: be ſelf dependent ; . on 
| ride 
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Pride of mens Wits, 'that out of ſcorn of any thingtlell@o 
think vulgar, and: to magnifie- themſelves, dare: ane 
the moſt Sovereign truth 1n the World, the Being Skin 
Providence of God. + So for -Contention ,. Strife, Dili --/ 
dience to Parents; Rebellion againſt Governours, tiller. 
all ſpring moſt ordinarily from the ſame root of PabiMcha 
By Pride cometh Contention, Prov. 13:10; Men that anlWp;i 
not endure to' be: controlled, either by Laws or GonfWnev 
nours, by Parents or Superiours, but think their ouW@lun 
Will and Luſts muſt be the uncontroulable rule of Mrirt 
their a&ions. ' So again for Wars, there 1s rarely ::1 
War between Princes or States, but-eicher of both fide pol 
or-at leaſt of one fide, Pride and defire of Dominaiggile 
is the true root and cauſe of it, though'it be gildedini@Ginf 
| —_— with other qr nin Again, for the mol nel 
part, the D:i/putes among perſons of Learning, or \yli-oiv 
tending to ls from & Luſt of Pride contendwſ-hi 
for a Sovereignty in' Wit, or Learning, impatient af « 1 
contradiction, eager and implacable, conteſting for niſſ wi 
putation,'victory, and the maintaining of what they h 
once aſſerted, and ſcorning the leaſt retraction. $6 ty 
many times, pon petty, inconfiderable, unuſeful, mW- 
vident trifles, men'are as hotly engaged, as if HearalſW\1i9: 
were at'ſtake upon i': And from hence many time: 
'come Herefier, when Men pretending to greatneſs of Wh # 
-and Learning, but in truth of haughty and ungovenW-ter 
-able- Spirits, either upon the ſcore of vain glory and-wlh-Be- 
*putation, or upon ſome conceived affront or negled tronſſſ-im 
the Orthodox, ſet up for themſelves, draw parties to then an 
and begin a Scheme of Religion of their own deviſug jo: 
From the ſame Root comes Envy, Ambition, Detraliin be 
from- others,” becauſe they \think all preferment due'w'"f- 
'their- own worth, and that any 'good that happens to offi #1 
thers, is a kind of derogation from'themſelves ; aſpmingſiwe 
thoughts, and parties endeavouring to cruſh and ruingſſ\#wn 
all that ſtand'in their way to'that mark of grandeur thin 
they aim at. And'the hke inſtances might be given '* 
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tenoſt of. all thoſe turbulent Luſts and Paſſions amonglt 
till Men; chat break out. o the common diſturbance of man- 
ind/and all humane Societies, 
ll And therefore certainly, whatever vertue, or temper, 
ll or] habit (or whatſoever. elſe we ſhall call it) there is, 
16 thac-cures:this mad, and unruly, - and exorbitant luſt of 
Pride amongft Men, muſt needs be one 'of the moſt be- 
ol nevolent, and- uſeful,. and advantageous things to Man- 
ol kind and Humane. Society 3 And chis is that. excellen 
Tirtue of Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind; | 
1 If-this Virtue did obtain among all Men, it were not 
ll poſſible, that thoſe bluſtering Storms, that diſquiet and 
a diforder Mankind, would be found in the World; but: 
ll inſtead thereof Peace and Love, mutual Offices of Kind- 
neſs and Charity, Sweetneſs of Converſation, every one 
giving preference to another, rather than invading him, 
his reputation or intereſt, beneficent to all, 
of + Bur it/15- true; that there 1s little hope that all mankind 
will arrive to ſuch a temper; and this indeed is that which 
al makes the only confiderable Obje&ton againſt it, which 
tall -niay be chus improved : . Ws 
nll Zou commend Hiemility, as the great and ſovereign An- 
Yidete againſt Pride, the common diſturber of mankind ; and 
uertainly; what you ſay is demonſtratively true , if all the 
World 'could be perſuaded to it ; but this never was , nor 
ll never can be expefted; as there are Wolves and Lyons, and 
1 Bears,, and Foxes among Brutes, as well as Sheep and other 
nl inwocent Brutes ; and as there are Kites, Vultures, and Hawks 
al arong Birds, as well as Doves, and other innocent Birds 3 
wil ſo among Men there [ even have been] and ever will be 
Men of. Pride and Haughtineſs, of Ambition and V ain-glory, 
"of of ſavage, and cruel, and domineering Spirits: and there- 
off fore wwleſs all could be perſuaded to be Meek and Humble, it 
0 vere 45 good and: better that none ſhould be ſuch upon theſe 
ny 1 accomrs: Viz. Firſt, That as long the moſt of Man- 
ul: bind are guilty of this Paſſion of Pride, nay, as if it were 
ol Pt anequal, way,. 8 leſs number in proportion 10 thoſe that 
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are bumble and meek, the World wwould ſtill be as tumultann 
as ever. A vident Wind coming out of one Coaſt, -whull 
make the Sea as troubleſome, ai- if it came' out of may, 
Again, Secondly, Thoſe that were' Meek and Humble will 
be expoſed, as a common prey to all the-reft, and their cod 
tion would be ſo much the worſe 'in'the World, by their Bhs 
mility and Meekneſs. Their caſe-in the World would belik 
a fair Gameſter that plays fairly,” meeting with a Fool" 
' Cheating Gameſter, he were ſure to go by the loſs. Then 
fore fince Pride, the Mother of Violence, will be uſed in th 
World by ſome, and it may be the greateſt part of Mankind 
it is better to be of the ſame make, to deal with them at thiy 
own Weapon, to be as proud, and conſequently as violent, 
the reſt of Mankind, ( for it is a part of the Game of th 
World) and then a Man may bave ſomewhat ; otherwiſthy 
humility makes his caſe worſe. Venterem ferendo injuriat 
invitas novam. Fhere the Country is full of Wolves al 
Tygers, it is better to be a Wolf or a Tyger as well as hy, 
than be a Sheep, and expoſed to their wiolence. 

I anſwer to this Obje&tion. | 

1. As to the former part, that though it be true, thi 
3t can never be expected that allthe Wofld ſhould be per 
ſuaded to be humble, no more than ir can be expect 
_ that al! ſhould be perſuaded to be Virtnous, Juſt, or He 
neſt; but yet if there were ſome, though the lefler patt 
of Mankind truly Humble and Lowly, it would make 
very much to the abating of thoſe Evils that ariſe by te 
Pride and Haughtineſs of Men. r. Becauſe the more 
Humble Men there are in the World, it neceſſarily fob © 
lows there are the fewer Proud Men, and conſequent} 
fewer common Diſturbers of the peace and welfare * 
Mankind and humane Society. 2. When the contelt ® 
comes by the Proud Man againſt the Proud Man ; 'indeel 
there is the ſame tumult between them, as if there wath 
none humble; but when the conteſt is by the Proud Many 
againſt the Humble Man, the ftrife is quickly at an end} W 
It is a true Proverb, It is the ſecond blow makes the » . 
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The!Humble Man gives way co the Wrath and Infolence? 
of the Proud Man, and: thereby ends the quarrel; for 
W 1% mp -pacifieth. Wrath; faich the iſe man, Ecclel. 10. 4 
and | have. very often obſerved, that the Quietnels of 
gpirit and Humility. of-a Man attacked by a Prond Man 
hath ſubdued and conquered his Pride and Animoficy 
t/a wonder; and made him:tame, that by oppotition 
would have been furious and:implacable. Prov, 25. 15, 
A foft Tongue breaketh the Bone. Soft words break the 
Bones; and a Sword-is ſooner broken by a blow upon a 
Cuſhion or. Pillow that yieldeth, than-upon-a Bar of Iron 
that reſiſts: Bur” if 'it ſhould fall out,” that the proud 
Man's\Violence is not broken by the Gentleneſs: and Fa- 
ality of the Humble Man, whereby he ſuffers in his own 
particular ; yet there be two advantages that hereby hap- 
pento'the Publick : wiz. 1, That the contention: is ſoon at 
an-end; che. proud Man hath got the day, and the Par- 
tes/are quiet. 2. It gains a ſecret Compaſiion fromthe 
beholders to the injured: Humble Man, and ai general 
Reſentment and Deteſtation of the injury commutred to 
the' Humble Man, that receives the injury with ſo much 
Humility, and bears it with ſo much Patience 5 and 
thereby: Pride and Oppreflion become the-common ob- 
p&s of the general dereſtation z And the generality: of 
Mankind thereupon look upon them. as Beaſts of Prey, 
mth hacred and abhorrence, and: endeavour means to 
keure themſelves againſt it. 3. A third (advantage 'is 
tis,- That though ofrentimes humble and/gbod/Men are 
apoled ro the injuries of the Proud, Violent, and-In(o- 


kat, yer they are a kind of: ferment or leven inthe 


aces where they hve, and by the ſecret influence of 
heir Virtues, the commendableneſs of their Converſa- * 
t6n;-and: the ſecret intereſt that Virtue hath in the Soul, 


Wtonly.of:good, but even of the worſt of Men, it-doth 


notk upon Mankind, aflimilates them 1n ſome meaſure 


” {sif, and makes others good and humble, by a kind 
lecrer Magnetiſm that that _ Virtue hath upon the 
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Minds of Men ; andthe more ſuch are in nutaberin.gy 


World, the more effetual and operative their Examph p 
A will be upon: thoſe wizh whom: they-conllf of 
VErice. ; | wo 4.8 - CE p43 40 ty 

2. As to the ſecond, namely, the. Damage and D - all 


ment-that the Humble Man recerves in the World, upay 
' the very account of his Humility. I anſwer, - Finf, that 
Detriment is abundantly recompenſed with the qua 
and tranquility; and evenneſs, and oampeletnabl 
his own mind : As. a' Man poſſefeth his own Soul-by 
Patience , ſo he doth by Humility, namely, the com 
poſedneſs, right temper, and due ftate of his own ming 
which no- proud, or violent, or 1umpatient Man doth 
can: But ſecondly, It 1s moſt certain, that thoughan 
Humble Man- may upon the very ſcore of his- Humiliy 
and; Meekneſs;: receive 2 bruſh in the World;/| yet-a 
the long run he gains advantage thereby, gven in-hi 
preſent life. When þ firſt read the ſaying of our Say 
our,  Matth. 5. Bleſſed are the meek, for they: ſhall inbet 
the: Earth» 1 looked upon it-as a meer Paradox, 1f-ap 
plied: to the. comforts of this life; and therefore th 

17 muſt be meerly; and only inteaded: of that New He 
ven. and. new. Earth wherein* dwelleth Righteouſneſs; 
2 Pet, 3: 13. But upon deeper confideration Efound:y, 
in a great meaſure, true alſo. of the former. For, 4k 
15 moſt certain, that no-proud;/Man is truly; loved: by any 
bat bimſelt; but, fo far as relates to his Pride, every Man 
hates hm, Qne proud: Man. perie&ly | hates: anothgy 
and: looks upon him as his Enemy; and thoſe: very Adi 
ons.of Pride.that his own ſelf-love makes him .apprany 
or: at leaſt, allow -in himſelf, he feorns, derides, and:aþ 
hors in| another, And though an Humble Man hath 
common. love to every Man, though proud; or atherwiſs 
vitiaus, as being one: of Mankind, yet'in-relation. to. hiy 
Pride he loves: him-not, nor approves That very Cow 
ſideration therefore, that renders a Proud Man hated; a 
not: loved, renders.an Humble Man loyed or/approved; 
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yea, and by the very Proud Man himſelf; for he looks 
upon him as no obſtacle or impediment to the attaining 
of his ends,/ as one that is injurious to none, heneficenr 
to all, gentle, and one that ſtands not in his way, giving 
all dne reſpet, honour , and deference ſuitable- to his 
re and dignity; he wiſheth all the World were ſach as 
he;”except himſelf, and therefore he reſpe&s and tenders 
him; yea, and we ſhall by daily experience ſee 1n'the 
World; That if one Proud Man injure er oppreſs an 
Humble Man, it is a thouſarid to one another under- 
takes his Patronage, Defence and Vindication, and very 
oftentimes is a means of his ProteRion and Deliverance. 
2. But farther, It is a certain and experienced. Truth, 
That Virtue and Goodneſs, eſpecially that of Humility, 
hath a ſecret party and intereſt even inthe worſt of Men ; 
and Men ſecretly love, or at leaft, approve itin another, 
though they practiſe it not themſelves ; for Virtue, Good- 
neſs, and Humility, hath a ſecret congruity to the true 
and genuine frame of the Humane Nature; and though 
Mens Luſts and Paſſions may, in a great meaſure, obſcure 
the conſonancy to it, they can never extinguiſh it, but 
the- Mind and Conſcience will give a ſecrer ſuffrage to 
it, wherever it finds it. 2. Icis a thing obſervable, that 
though the generality af Mankind abound with Pride, 
Intemperance, Injuſtice, and almoſt all kinds of - vitzous 
Dilpoſitions; yea, though the beſt of Men are not with- 
out the irruptions of ſome of theſe diſtempers; and 
though ic muſt needs be, that where there is the greateſt 
Aumber,' there is the greateſt external' force, either to 
make ſuch Laws as they pleaſe, orto make ſuch Gover- 
nours as may' be ſuitable to their diſpoſition; yet-it 1s 
Tare, and a very prodigy to find any Nation to make 
Laws in favour of Pride , Ambition , Intemperance, 
Luxury, Oppreflion , Violence, Tnjuſtice, &c. Or to 
elſe ſuch Magiſtrates or Governours (where it is in 
heir choice) as'are apparently inclinable to thoſe Vices; 
but'incheic choice of Laws _ chuſe ſuch, as may 'ra- 
” 4 ther” 
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ther ſuppreſs thoſe Vices and maintain -and- incourgylih 


Sobriety; Humility,” Meekneſs ,” Beneficence, as thinglihth 
moſt convenient to Humane Society3-.and in thewr chojſſlar 
of Governours, they rather commit the truſt of chemWar 


ſelves, and their Eſtates and Properties, to thaſe hankſWN 
that they find 'Sober, Temperate, Humble, Juſt, chanſedi 
thoſe that are Looſe, Intemperate, Proud, Ambitious 
High-minded,*-Infolent, &c. which 15-not only. an Indi 
cation,. but even a Demonſtration, that although men 


Paſſions and Luſts may tranſport themſelves into thole(ſWe-f 
vices, yet their Judgments and Principles are againiWhic 


them : And by this means it comes-commonly to pah 
that though an humble or a virtuous Man may meet wihW# 
juſtles and rubs from the proud and inſolent; - yet at the 

long run he comes off with advantage, becauſe he hah 
the greateſt prote&tion and countenance, not only fron 
the great Sovereign of Heaven and Earth, but alſo 
Humane Laws and Governours, which, next under God, 
3s the greateſt prote&ion that can be imagined in thy 


World, which very commonly makes good, even al Weed 
literam, the ſaying Of our Saviour, The meek ſhall inherit MW 


tbe Earth; and the ſaying of the Wiſe man, Prov. 18.14. 
Before honour is humility ; and Prov. 16. 19. Better is it WK 
be of an bumble ſpirit with the lowly, than to divide the (pul Mad 
with the proud. Prov. 22. 4. By Humility and the Fear of 
the Lord, are Riches, and Honour, and Life. Thele and 
the like ſentences, as they proceeded from the wiſeſt of 


meer Men; ſo they were not ſpoken at a venture, bu 4 
upon ſound deliberation, judgment and experience, and" 


from the true Nature and Circumſtances of things. | 
* Andnow the true conſideration and digeſtion of what Wy: 
hath been ſaid, -as it affords excellent and eff:ual Mw ſou 
_ 2zves tothe following of this Virtue of Humility, ſa they 


contain excellent Means to attain it; becauſe they may thi 
put Men upan due conſideration , and deſcending unto {uu 


themſelves; che wanc of which 1s the only or princi 
cauſe of Pride; For ſo much of Pride as any Man bay 
| ; IF Q 
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ls much of Folly, Inadvertence, and Inconfiderateneſs he | 
;nglich; and true Humility on the other fide, isa kind of ne: | 
ind far reſale of-wiſe and deliberate and; attentive. Conſt- 

ll Yet; ſome things I ſhall add as Means naturally andiny . 
olffcdiately conducing to the ingenerating and improving 
us Virtue in the mind of Men : WT 

i. 1. Conſider, That whatſoever good thou haſt, which may 
enMccalion elation of mind, is but hat thou baſt received from 

oe We free bounty and goodneſs of thy Maker. What haſt thou, 
inf Which thou haſ# not received? 

2. Conſider, That the good thi? thou haſt (o received, thou 

6 not received as an abſolute Proprietor, but only as a 
Ward to improve to the Lords uſe; and the more thou haſt 
any ſupb good, the greater is thy account ; Whether it be. of 

i, of Wiſdom, of Learning, of Honour, of Power, of Wealth: 
thou art a Receiver, a Treaſurer, Bailiff, a Steward of a- 

| Mother man, and perchance upon that account haſt a great 
sWreaſure of Wealth or Money in thy hands, thou haſt in- 

{Wctd great occaſion of Carz and Vigilance, and Fidelity, 

t Wind Circumſpection, to husband well and faithfully, and 

) keepthy accounts fair and even ; but no cauſe to make 
we proud. Ic is indeed thy burden, rather than benefic 
radvantage ; io whom much is given, of him much ſhall be 
mired. | Be' humble therefore, chou wile perform-thy 
iſt che! better; for thou arc bat an Accomprant, a 
enard, the Depoſitee of what thou haſt received. 
4. Conſider, What it is thou prideſ# thy ſelf in, and. ex- 
mize well the nature of the things themſelves, bow little and 
unfiderable they are, or, at leaſt, bow gncertain and unſtable 
by.are. | Every Age, every Comple&ion, every Condt- 
onand Circumſtance of lite commonly afford to incon- 
 Wikcate Souls, ſome lictle temptation to Pride and Vanity; 
Which yer, if Men did well weigh and conſider, they 
Fold appear to be but little bubbles, that would quickly 
ak and vaniſh. | | 
Thou haſt fine gay Cloatbs,and thismakes Children. and 


young 
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ung Men-2nd Women proud; evert to adfmirationihdan 
myo not half ſv fine and-gay as the Peacock,Oftaihile 
or Parrot; nor thy bravery fo much thine own; aoflit 
is; but it is borrowed from the Silk-worm, the Gallic 
Mines; the induſtry of the Embroiderer; Weaver, Twl'v 
and'3t is no part of thy ſelf. And haſt thou the parienon 
ren thy ſelf tobe abuſed into thisehildiſh pitiful flv 
ide'?. tho 33; ..1 Ag 
G Thou haſt it may be 7ealrh, ſtor&of Money, buthi813- 
much of it is of ufe to'thee? That which thou ſpenddiiao 
is gone; that which thou keepeſt, as infhign! io! 
much dirt or clay ; only thy care about 1t makes rhyWWine 
the'mote unaſie: Beſides, the more thou haſt, them; 
thou *art the 'mark of other Mens Rapine, Envy, a L 
Spoil. It is a thouſand to one thou carrieſt netiſer 
Wealth to thy Grave; or it chou "do'ſt, chou canftf 
carry ir farther, but leave it, it may be to a Fool ore 
digal. And why art thou proud of that which is " oF 
great uſe to thee while thou haſt it; and commoniWWre 
faſter thou thinkeft to hold ic, the ſooner it 15 loſt; WM? 
him that gripes Calice Sand in his Fiſt. * "os 
Thou haſt Honour, Efteem; thou art deceived, thowhWi 
it not, he hath itthat gives it thee, ard which he may 
tain from thee at pleaſure. The reſpe&, and honour 
eſteem thou haſt, depends upon the pleaſure of hint 
gives it. Again; how brittle and feeble a thing is Honuliſ: 
Eſteem, and Reputation? A falfe calumny well anda 
fidently broached, is able many times to pive it anion 
coverable ſhock. The diſpleaſure of the Prince," we 
greater Man than thy ſelf, makes thy Sun ſet in a Clue 
and a popular jealouſie, imputation, or miſrepreſeritaci 
in a moment daſheth the Applauſe, Glory, Honour, wu 
Eſteem, that a Man hath been building up twenty 
Ifhirty years. And how vaitt a thing is it, to be proven 
the breath, cither of a Prince or People, which is thei 
__—_y moment? Bur ſuppoſe it were as fixed pm 
able a reputation and honour, as a Rock of _— ble Fad 
ama” 
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Lmant, and that it'were the beſt kind of honour ima 
le. namely, the-reſult of thy. Victue and Merit ;.-yer 
Licis but a <a a refle&ion of that Victue or, Warth, 
&h if thou art.proud of, thou embaleſt and degradeſt 
od yanity SpA oftentaeIon; and canft thou.think «.rea-. 


L 
- 
= 


ble tobe; proud of the ſhadow, where thou. oughtelt 
4c be proud of that worth that cauſeth it? . - . 
> 1 Again, Thar. beſt Pawer, art in great Place and Autho- 


. Sy; but thou art miſtaken in this, the Power thou, haſt 


wllfget inherent 1h thy (elf; One of the. meaneſt 


omM-1t may! be thou oppreſleſt, is inherently as: wer ful 


| -Wthes, and could, it may be,over-match thee in Strength, 
mil; or Policy ; but the Power thou haſt is (next undec 
os Diſpenſation of the Divine Providence.) from-thoſe 


n, that either by their Promiſes, Faith, or' Voluntary 
iſfance have inveſted. thee. with: this Power. .:Fhis 


4 Gor is nothing inherent in Thee; bur it depends upon. 
fe Fidelity or affitance of others, which. if they ether 


vPecfidiouſnels to Thee, or Reftftance: againſt. Thee, 


i ___ pct, their Afliſtance to. Thee, ſhall-call again 
e 


Wome to them 


lves, thou art like Sampſon haviag loſt his 


Macks, Fug.16. 17. Thy ffrength will. go: from thee, and 
ail become weak, and be like another-man. And how 
aethe Hiſtories of all Ages, and our own experience, 
/tiorn us by very frequent examples, Men unexpeRedly, 


many. Moments and; Occurrences ſeemingly 


aut ſmall and inconfiderable,beencumbled in a moment 
om-the moſt eminent and high degree of Power, intea 
"ouſt deſpiſed and deſpicable condition-2 Power hath 


kokencimes, like Fonas his Gourd,; been externally. 


clit and Bouriſhing,, when at the ſame time there lies a 


[+ 


rm at:the Root of it unſeen; but in a moment gnaws 
under the Roots and Fibresof it; and it withers;; and for 


iemoſt part, the:more.extenfive; and immenle. Humane 


wer grows, the ſooner it falls to pieces, not: only by the 


jt vine Providence checking and-dejecting it,, but by. a 


il 


je Quadot:naturalreſule from:its own.exorbitance andeners 
ons: | 5 


- 
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for the greater it 15, the moſt difficule it is to/managg wil 
grows top-heavy, and the Baſir grows too 'narrowllce 
weak forts own burden. Beſides it is the'commonlM;.. 
of Envy and Diſcontent, which watcheth ſedulouſhM. 
occaſions to unhorſe it, and oftentimes prevails. - Willin 
power.'proves too grievous.and overburdenſom, it lolWtly: 
the end for which 1t is conferred, and makes people diy; 
rate and impatient, Entia nolunt male gubernari. xc 
managed with Prudence and Moderation,ic is the grealli.c. 
Benelicto Humane Sockely': But it is the burden of Wa] 


that hathvit; if ir be managed tyrannically and exorbuulifiy 
ly ; it fills the Maſter full of fears, the People full of rai « 
and ſeldom proves long lived. And what reaſon haſttiig.; 


to be proud of what is moſt certainly thy burden, ori; 
danger, or both ? "MW 
Again, Thou haſt Srrengrb, or Beanty, or Agility if Wiki 
dy. Indeed this thou haſt moſt reaſon to call thy owner 
any of theformer : Bur yet thou haſt no cauſe co Pridetiiiſſs ;; 
ſelf in itz thou canſt not hold ir long at beſt; for AgenWe;h 
decay that- Strength and wither that Beauty, and Den 
will certainly put a period to it; but yer. probablywllah 
Strength or Beauty is not ſo long-lived as thy fell; aſe 
nor as thy youth ; a diſeaſe, it may be, is this very momeliſly y 
growing upon thee, that will ſuddenly pull downuly; 
Strength, and raſe thy Beauty, and turn them bothillllgic 
rottenneſs and loathſomneſs: Nay, let any obſerve ito 
will, that Strength, and that Beauty: that raiſeth Pridei4h 
the heart, is of all other ſhorteſt lived, 'even upon their 
count of that very Pride: For the oftentation and rally 
- glory of Strength puts it forth into deſperate:and dangihilt; 
rous undertakings, to the ruine of the owner ; andulliler 
Pride of Beauty renders the owner thereof fond. of Wihy\ 
praiſe of it, and to expoſe it to the view.of others, whe 
by it becomes a temptation to Luſt and Intemperanaildy/ 
| both to the owner of it, and others, and in a lictle whillifin 
becouues at "ary nm on ne vi ſhame. . Mhee- 
But it may ou haſt i and fudgment;a quickalitye 
ready Underſtanding, and haſt improved them byg Ws 
ty 
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Widy and Obſervation, in-great and profound Learning. 
"is, 1 confeſs, is much more thy own, than any of the 
nmer Endowments; but moſt certainly, if chow” art 
b [Woud of any of cheſe, thou art not yet arrived tothe high- 
SE improvement of ' Underſtanding, namely, Wiſdom: 
oly'and Madneſs may be confiftentr' with a witty, nay 


"tcrned Man,” but not with's truly: wiſe Man: * And 
TSthy Pride of theſe Endowmentsor Acqueſts, ſtill pro- 
co ceth and proclaimeth thee 'a' Fool, for allthy Wit, 
" dallthy Learning, For conſider with thy ſelf, 'zx; That 


ay Wit and Learning are but piriful-narrow things, inrel- 
MW of the amplitude of the things that are to be known. 
fexima pars eorum que ſcimus, eft minima pars eorum que 
cms, Take the moſt Learned Obſervant Philoſopher 
" War ever wasin the world, he never yet was fully acquain- 
Sd with the nature of thoſe things that are obvious to or- 
nary obſervation, and near to him; never was the-Man 
"er in the world, that could give an accurate account 
the nature of a Fly , ora: Worm in-its full compre- 
"ſon, no not of a Spire of Graſs ; much leſs of himſelf 
' id his nobler Faculties ; 1 much leſs yet of thoſe glorious 
 Wodies that every day and night obje& themſelves out to 
Meir view. What a.deal of Uncertainty, Inevidence, and 
Vnradiction do we find in the Determination-of the 
ceſt Wits and Men of greateſt:Learning, ever in 
ines that are obvious and objected in their out-ſide, to 
*ltheir Senſes ? Sothat the gteateſt knowledgethat Men 
6 littin'to in the things of Nature, is little elſe but a ſpect- 
Swpiece of Ignorance dreſſed up with fine words, -for- 
TI methods, precarious ſuppoſitions, and competent con- 
| Wnce. Conſider, 2. How brittle and unſtable athing: 
f Ty Wie,thy Parcs,thy Learning is. Though old Age may 
Wien ſome broken moments of thy Wit and Learnin 
nmn'once hadſt, yet the floridneſs and vigorof it mai 
Wien decay and gradually wither, till very old Age make 
a Child again, 1f thou hve tot; Bur beſides that; a 
er or a Palfic and an Apoplexy may greatly impairgit 
mn» aha not 


ud) 
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not wholly deface and. obliterate thy Learning, - deylwh! 
thee of thy. Memory, -of thy Wit and; Underſtandhie 
Never. be proud. of :\ucha.privilege or endowment, wiiſaſte 
1s under: the mercy of a-Diſeaſe, nay of a Diſtempaiſſhmc 
thy Blood, an aduſt-humour, an' Hypocondriacal vullihd, * 
Acaſyal fume of a Mineral, or a Fall, whether thou Wh 
hold it or Joſe 1t+--- 3:\ Butyet farther, mark it while Wi" 
wilt, (and it-may be thou wile ſooner-perceive it wal 
ther than in thy ſelf ) *Witand Learning in any ManzWſar 
ver'in:any Caſe receives more foils,” more diſadvahuſanc 
more blemiſhes, more impairs, than by Pride : HewWwp 
1s proud of his own knowledge,” is commonly at his nilffſiea 
ire, and--rarely acquires more, ſcorns-inſtrution, FM 
_ the farther advance of his faculties ; knowl 
or learning,and undervalnes,and therefore negleds, wii 
he might learn from others. Again, Pride: cafts Uni 
linefs; Undecency, and many times even a Ridiculouluſ#t© 
upon the greateſt _u and learning: It is like" 
dead Fly in the Apothecaries Confe&ion, that makes h®? 
whole unſavoury: How common and rife is this unhajj%wo 
cenſure , that attends the commendation of fuch a Mi 
Wi and Learning; © Indeed he isa pretty Man, ag 

-* Scholar, of fine parts, good underftanding, but he kniipic 
©'it too: well; his Pride, Self-conceitedneſs, Oitentatgſe 
 Vain-glory, ſpoils it'all; and renders the Man undergn 
juſt repute of a Fool,and ridiculous, notwithſtanding mn, 
hap ara weak yamows Bue yet farther, pride by aka 
-of phyfical and natural conſequence,very oftentimes mine: 
men, even of that wit and learning, . wherein eneypagyin 
ves, by carrying up into the brain thoſe exaleapne: 

cholerick humors: and fumes, that break the ſtaple_up 
right temper andtexture of the brain. Morte learned 
grow mad and bram-nck with the pride of that Learugnr 
" they think they [have attain'd, thanin the pirſuit anara 
queſt of it. Therefore beware of pride of thy wit, learnme: 

. or Knowledge,if thowintend co keep it,or to keep tnepane 
_ -efteemor reparation ef it. On the other tide; mm ry ane 
. Wil ina ; 
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hoes of Mind is the beſt temper/ to improve thy Fa» 
dhies; to-add-a grace to"thy- Learning, and to keepthee 
ifter of-3t :/-it cools. and qualifies thy ſpirits, blood and 
mours and renders thee fit to retain wharchou haſt atrai- 


to » 
ad. and to acquire more. 


As In allthyrefle&tion upon thy ſelf,and'whatthon haſt, 
iv compare thy [elf with thoſe that are bilow thee imwhat is 
irrby or eminent, but with thoſe that are above thy: felf. Tor 
Miance;in point of Learning or Knowledge,thy partiali- 
and-indulgence to thy ſelf will be apt to putthee upon 
paring thy ſelf with thoſe that are jgnoranr, or notmore 
ned chan thy ſelf, as we ſee ordinarily idiots or fools; or 
<1 of weak intellectuals, delightco converſe with thoſe 
iy find or think 'more fooliſh than themſelves, and'not 
6 thoſe thatare wiſer, that they may pleaſe themſelves 
Sh 2 thought that they are the wiſeſt in the company : 
(oli compare thy  felf with thoſe that are: more learned 
e W@miethan thy ſelf, and then thou wilt ſee matter to keep 
Weehumble. If thou think'ft thon art a-pretty proficient 1h 
holophy,compare thy ſelf with Arifotle, with Plato, 4- 
Maier, Themiſfims, or Alexander Aphrodiſzw, or any great 
winaries in Philoſophy ; If thou think thou arta'pret 
my proficient in School-Learning, compare thy elf with 4- 
ater; Scormr, Suarez; If thon think'ſt thou excelleſt inthe 
xr hemaricks, compare thy ſelf with Euchide, Archimedes, 
NS; &c. and then thou wile find thy ſelf robe like a lietle 
ade to a Star. The moſt of the Learning that this Age 
mines of, is but an Extractor Colletion' of what 'we 
min thoſe men of greater parts; only we think'we have 
n-great matters i we digeſt it into ſome other method, 
prick in here and there a ſmall pittance of our own;or 
mrrel-2c ſomething that the Ancients delivered 1n ſome 
particulars. And yet even m this effay Selt-love plays 
Bra part, that unleſs there be a great'excels andadm- 
niadvantage of others that are aboye-us in anylearning 
emowledge, we arercady to exalt ons felves above oor 
aadard, and ſeem in'our own eyes to be at leaſt equal 
"lin mou B: FIX 6 LEh# Dig 
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162 | . Of Humility. *- ' 
to thoſethatexceed:us,or by: Envy ard DetraRtion'towlih/ 
down others below our ſelves, eſpecially: if we hit gi 
ſome little Caprichio that we think-they ſaw not. 89 

-$:. And laſtly, Conſider the great Example of curl: 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, who-was the only Son of 


Glorious God, full of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Power, 
nels, Goodneſs and Truth, and notwithſtanding alli 
humbled himſelf and became of no reputation, andy 
upon him the form of a Servant,emptied hirgſelf,andly 
ed himſelf, and became obedientto death,even the 
of the Croſs ; Phil. 2. 5,6, 7, 8. Chriſt Jeſus broughty 
him from Heaven the Dodtrine of Holineſs and Righ 
oulſneſs, and in all his Sermons there is notany one Vn 
that he commendeth and commandech more than High 
lity and Lowlineſs of Mind, nor any oae Vice that he 
himſelf more againſt than Pride and Havghtineſs of M 
In his Beatitudes, Matt. 3- 35. Poverty of Spirit ha 
ficſt Promiſe, and Meekneſs or Hunulity the third, MH 
2-3. 6, 7.. He checks.and diſparageth the Pride of the! 1-00, 
riſes, commands his Diſciples torun quite counter cowl 
method; He that will be great among you ſhall be your Seruaio 
Again» Maze. 18, 1, Luke 9. Markg. 34. When the bulls: 
of Ambition roſe againſt the Diſciples, who ſhouleura 
greateſt, He checks their Pride and Ambition with then 
tern. and commendation of a little Child: And aut 
thus taught, he lived. One of the great Ends of the mull 
of Chriſt into the World, was that he ſhould not only, 
Preacher of Virtue, Goodneſs and Piety,. but alſo ani 
ample of it: And if we look through the whole lira 
Chriſt, there 1s not one virtue that he did more {igna 
exerciſe, or by his Example more expreſly commendullb 
the imitation of Chriſtians, than Humility. I do no&h#+- 
member chat he ſaith in any place, Learn of me ton 
Miracles, for I am mighty. in power ; no nor yer leamWars 
me, for I am Holy, tor I am obedient co the Lani d 
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God, for I am Liberal, though: in all theſe he wud 
hibiced as an excellent example of Holineſs, Obedieea 
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and Charity, and muſt be the patern of our imitati 
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nility.and-Lowlineſs'of Mild were wers the great 
f his Example, be elle 6 erenwhen he 
Rae rs pe bat Spirk, that we find 
bis Paſſion, Mateb'\ 1.25, "on þ dn. of. me, for 1 
neces. 87d owl incheart," and ye: ſoa ' find reff unto your 
And in that grab adrics given by. :the Apottle, 
5 Let the [ſame mind be: in) you, 'which as: al(o: in 
34 "nk who being' tm the form of "God, thaaght it 0 robs 
| {jun al with Gad:: Bat. made himſelf of no reputation, 
bim char Mey nr yang and was made in 
os of man;; and: being: found inthe faftion of a. man, 
be "chnraden enld- erica obedient #0 w—_ even akich 
ihe croſs. 
wick Savidar AA thars nothin \ ell for w us to 
ff chee, $9" 9's Ie men 5 ity. 2 was there 
g elſe wherein we. were to bear.in. mind thy 
Cond write:aftet thy excellent-Copy?- was there 
iy: Holineſs,: Purity,: Obedience, Patience, Truſt.in 
| all that Conltellation of Virtues that appeared 
ſy Doctrine and Life. 
7yes, he waseahibited both as'a Prophet to teach 
In; example to be-imitated in all. theſe alſo, but: in 
Mr oy mility A if we may fay with Reverence, beforeall; 
ek Becauſe the: inſtance. and example. of his Humility 
Fl , y the moſt fignal and; wonderful-of all the reſt of 'is. 
(niable Virtues; that:the Ecernal Son:of the Ecernal 
&, ould condeloend ſo low; asto become a-Man, 
a Woman, and/l pp. up; Earth ſuch a deſpiſed life, . ” 
ie ſuch an accurſed death, is aninſtance of Humility, - ' 


jp beyond all example, but an inſtance that 15 ime 
fle 1n nature tobe parallelled. 

y Becauſe Pride and Vain-glory is fo unhappily me 
inthe onge nou of Man, and it is ſo harda thing 


F (= ring him to be humble and lowly, notwithſtanding all 
[ kbenehe and adyantages. of it, that 'it did not only 
Gandco of the moſt explicite Dorine of Chriſt to 

chan 


commend it, the moſt unparallelled-example of 
M Chriſt 


ks "* j6-+96nyg 
Chriſt to win Met-vver tot; but alſothe moſt wing 
direct, and explicit. Application af that exam 
remarkable and ſpecial invitationiof our-Lord toit, f 


of me for I am meck and lowly « \Andagain by his Ag 
Let the ſame mind be:in-y0u whichalarinChrif Jain 
3- Becauſe, without Humility-to iprepare and\meldi" 
the hearts of Men, it. could not+ be morally ipoffible/ 
them to receive the Faich of Chriſt... Tt was | Pride 
made the Dodtrine. of Chriſti only'toi'be: to the Fe < 
pros block, tothe Greekitooliſhnels, but tothemih/; 
iz. That obey that call of Chriſt, 24a. Bs * 
Came unto me all .ye- that labour-and are heavy laden;h Wh 
: Learn of me, for Iam meek and lowly im heart; it is ChriÞ- 
Power of Goa, and the Wiſdom of God, 2:Cor. - 23, 24 1 1 
ef Becauſe, without Humility,-all the reſt of thokah 
ent Virtues, that weretaughtin|the Doctrine, andalfſ= 
hibited in che Example of Chriſt; had:been but unacoelifid. 
ble. : A viſible Holineſs, yet'accompaniied- with Pride Wit: 
Oſtentation, is but-a diſguiſe of Holineſs, arid thatag MI 
| ſed Hypocriſie, that our Saviourcondemned in che Þ 
ſees and others, 247. 5.16; Obedience ito the: Lav 
God, Good Works, Faſting, Prayer,yerifdone-with Pt 
Oftentation and:Vain- glory, are dead-and unacceptidl i 
Max.23. 5.. Charity; Alms and Beneficence, if doagn Wt 
Pride and Oſtentation, and'/to receive Glory ol 
loſeth its worth and reward, Afar. 6: 12. So that k 
Ity and Lowlineſs of Mind is the. ſubſtratum and Grai 
work, the neceſſary ingredient into all acceptable Di 


_ 
towards Godor Men. 4Y T 
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5 ih O B* S Deſire. 


GE N. XXVliil. 30. 


"yi vowed 4 vow, ſaying, If God will be with 


and will keep me -in the way that T 20, and. 

pil give me bread to eat, and raiment. to put ,on, 

th 5 that come again to my Fathers houſe in Pract; | 
fep ſbal the Lord be my God, &c. 


CHE only thin that [ intend to conh =. up- 
on this'place of Holy Scr wipers is the | 
and Reaſonableneſs of Jacob's Deſire, He d 
not defire Greatneſs of Wealth, or re 
xr, or Splendor;or great Equipage in his World; but 
he defires in reference to this World; is, 1. That 
arfor cable Preſence and the ſenſe of the Favour and: 
F” of God ſhould be with him; if God will be with. me : 
Þ That the ProteQion-of the Divine Providence may: be 
_— þ 6. zwally over him ; «nd will keep: me in the way that I 
OfF**4.- That he would ſupply him, not with Curiolmes 
\Þ&Delicates, but with necefſaries ; and will give me bread 
i, and raiment to put on, M 2 And 


oy ny 2 
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And the truth is, this ſhould be the rule and 1 
every good man, 1n reference to this life, and the 4, 
ments of it, and the deſires of them, until he come tollF 
Father's houſe in. Peace ; that houſe wherein there? ® 
many Manſions, that the great Father, of whonalliie 
Family in Heaven and Earth 1s named, hath provided” 
ſuch as Fear, and Love, and Obey him. = a 

Indeed the ro former of theſe, though they be no nally 
than what the bountiful God freely aftgrds to all tharmnlf55;: 
ly love him, and depend upon him, 'are.of a ſtrangeal&%. 
vaſt extent. Furſt, the comfortable Preſence of Godin 
plies abundantly all that can be'defired by us, and abi; 
dantly countervailswhatſoever elſe we,.ſcem-to wantgii®” 
better thart life'it ſelf : And when the Antiencs woulda 
preſs all that ſeemed beneficial or proſperous in this Ih 
they hadno fuller and comprehenſive expreflion of it;thalis;; 
chat God was with him: as of Foſeph, Gen. 39. 3. 4; 
when bis maſter ſaw that the Lord was with him, and that... 
Lard made. all that he did to proſper : 1 Sam. 18. 14;\::. 
2 Sam. 5. 10. the wiſdom and courage and ſucceſs of Dal. 
is reſolved into this-one thing, The, Lord was with bin: Wl jc. 

© But cercainly,though the divine Preſence ſhoujd notmwli..: 
nifeſt ic ſelf in external ſucceſſes and advantages, 'thew My 
. Senſe of the Favour. and. comfortable. Preſence of 'Glf*, 
carries with it an abundant ſupply of all other deficienca. 
- P{al. 46, 75: The light of the countenance of Al night. 
God-1s the.moſt Supereminent Good, and occaſions Worſe: 
true/jay and-contentment, than the redundance of all; 
ternal advantages. Secondly, the Divine Prote&tionandiſ;s. 
Previdence/ 1s:the/ moſt ſure - and fafe proteion,: llliy 
ſupplies:the want'ef all other. The munition of Rack; 
15.thy defence ; and all other defences and refuges with 
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_ outs, are weak, impotent, and faihing defences. 


_ the Lord watch the tity, the watchman watcheth but in vis... 
 That+therefore which I ſhall fix vpon is the laſt. fh 

three delires : if be;ſhall give me bread to eat, and ranma. 
Fo put 0n. \ B40 Hb oe [15,597 dy; : 34 ha 
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: "of Jacob's Defire. . _ -  BOp 
—WThe defires of 2 pood man, in relation to the things of 


TI tHe; ought not'ro be laviſh and extravagant ; nor'to 
— os of things of Grandeur, or Delicacy, or Exceſs : but to 
; 8 er cin Sed in things of neceflity for his preſent ſubſi- 
Wee, convenient. food-and 'raMnent. If Almighty God 

ive more than this, itis matter of the greater gratitude, as 
ewaht0"Facob, Gen.4Y. 10. I am not worthy of the leaſt of 

by mercies 8c. for with my ſtaff; I gelſed over this Fordan, 
dm y:l'am become two bands: Butit he'gives no more, we 

awe enongh for our contentation, Almighty God, whois 
weer-worſe than his:Word, but moſt commonly better, 
lnh-not given us any: Promiſe of more, neither hath he gi- 

1 en's*commiſſion to'expet or ak for more. If he gives 
wlowethari neceſſary,he exalts his Bounty and Beneficence: 
+ Sand yet, if he gives no more, it 1s Bounty that he gives fo 
"Mich; and'is matrer both of our contenration'8 gratitude. 
ZThisthe wiſe man Agur made his requeſt, Prov 30.8. 
olive; neither poverty nor riches, feed me with food conve- 
at for me, This our Lord teacheth usto ask, in' his ex- 
© Welenc-form of Prayer; Give ws this day our daily bread: and 
+ Wiis1sthat which the'Apaſtle preſcribes, for the Rule of our 
FF contentation, 1 Tim, 6. 8. And having food and raiment, 
8 #1 be therewith content. ES i , 
 #-—And truly; if it pleaſeth God to allow us a Sufficieney, 
lid Competency, for the neceflity of our'nature, we have 


\\\ wortndn - I 4 b 
RY great Reaſon to be contented with'it, not only as ic 


' 


8adity 'enjoyned unto us, but upon moſt evident convi- 
Sac of found Reaſon, both in regard 'unto Almighty 


62 
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860d; 41 regard of our ſelves, and 1n regard of others. 
Sil mingle theſe Reaſons cogether. © 
Ft It becomes us to be contented, becauſe whatſoever 
"BW have, we have from the free allowance; and goodrefſs of 
$6: He owes us nothing ; but what we have, we have 
LEfem free Gift and Bounty. It a man demands a debr of 
"Father, we' chink it juſt he ſhould be paid what he de- 


"WH 


Tands;/ but ifa Man receives an-Alms trom another, we 
tank ic reaſonable that he _ be content with m_ 
_. |  M 3 : the 
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the other gives, without preſcribing to the. meaſiiredfifyot 

Bounty. But the caſe is far:ſtrbnger-here 3 we arcuniihar: 

an obligation of: dnty to 'be:charjtable-to; others want] yr 

vertue of a Divine Command z but Almighty God;walihat 

der no other Law of conferring benefits, bur of his oifiaee 
p # y; ; ny E: 


Bounty, Goodneſs and Will, eeþi% 
2. It becomes us-to be content, becauſe eur. meaſuyaliu 
dole is given unto ws, as by him that is abſolnte Lord of Wilts" 
own bounty, fo by bim that 'is zhe -wiſeſt Diſperiſer- alu 
own benefits : He knows, far better than we our-{ohllius 
what proportion is fitteſt for us : He hath given us-enoWar: 
for our neceflity, and we are defirous-to have ſomewilan! 
more; the Wiſe God knows, it may þe, that more walie 
do us harm; would undo us; would make us Luxurgaſur 
Proud, Infolent, Domineering, Forgetfil of God: Two 
reat Lord and Maſter of the great Family of the Wallhunc 

| copwhr who are,” and who are not able to bear jaluÞ*4 
dancy : And therefore if I have food convenient- fornyipot 
I have reaſon to be content, becauſe I have reaſon 
believe the' Great and Wiſe God knows what--ywſ#3 
portion beſt fits me 3 1t may be, if.] had more, I wag 
ruined. | _= 
' 3. We muſt know that we- are but Stewards of t yet 
very external blefling of this-life, and at the great 4iis 
we muſt give an account of our Stewardſhip; - and chalga 
Accounts will be ſtrictly peruſed-by. the great Lord oa 
oa Fanuly in Heaven and Earth. Now if our extern 
nefirs be but proportionable to our neceffities andYW 
cefiary uſe, our account is eaſily and ſafely made : wh 
primis, I have recejved ſo much of thy external bleſlingh®# 
as were neceſſary for my food and cloathing, and forth 
feeding and cloathing of my Family. : Buc on the od 
fide, where there 4s a ſaperfluity and redundance -ginajin 
over and above our neceſlary ſupport, our account 1s mah 
difficule. Where much is given, much will be required. Thany® 
will be an account required, how the redundant overj® 
_ plus was employed; how much in Charity, bow muagu 
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uidery: pitiful accounts are made of that ſurphuſage and re- 
indancy of a liberal Eſtate ; which will be fo far from a- 
ang the account, 5 irwill enhance it: Tew ſo much in 
eels, debauchery and riac ;. ſo much in coſtly. apparel; 
S mach/in magnificence. and yain ſhews, .and the like. 
alli. Our natures may be well enough ſapplied with lit- 
ir: waters: pavcir contenta.; and whatioever. is redundant, 
{ib commonly. curns to the damage and, detriment of 
metre, une ic meet with a very wile Proprietor : 
lathe 'excels in the. abuſe of ſuperfluities in eating and 
kong ;.and gratifying our appetites, or the excels of 


vo 


weand pains in getting, or keeping, or diſpoling ſuper- 

rieluoesand redundance, commonly doth more harm, even 

Tor natural complexions and conſtitution, than a me- 

[aldiecrity proportionate to the neceflities of nature. 

Sl ge Hbarforver is more than enough for our natural ſup- 

«efipore; andthe neceflary ſupply of our Families, and fo 
employed, 4 iv truth vain, uſeleſs, wnſerviceable ; and ſuch 


oe 


iv 6-mar is rich but in fancy and nation, -and not 1n truth 
widtaad reality : For the uſe: of externals is to ſupply our 
+ Finral neceffities ; if I have a million of Money, and 
theliera ! nndred Pounds is ſufficient, and as much as1 ſhall 
wWeero- bring me co my Grave; the reſt 15 vain and need- | 
lt me; and doth me no good : it is indeed my bur- | 
en, .and my care, and-my trouble; but is of no more | 
as-to-me-in my Cheſt, than if it were in the Center of 
Ste Earth. | Ic is true, I have thereby a happy opportunity 
BG have a large and a wiſe Heart to diſpole of it for the | 
inry and ſervice of God, and the good of mankind, in 
jhemocks of Piety, Charity and Humanity :* but if I keep it 
herſin.my , it i an impertinent crouble, neuher uſeful. 
reaior my: (elf; becauſe I need it nor, I have enough without 
abit; nor as IL order it, is it uſeful for others, no- more than 
er nan mn fathoms ader ground. | 
er6;: 4 face of Mediccrity, or ſupplies proportionate..to . 
way neceflity, is infinitely more rg 50 me, CVen 1n rept 
 —_— MNr4 0 
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of my ſelf, than an'eftate'of Glory,: Wealth;Powerglant 
Abundance. An eſtate of medioctity and commenſanyllah; 
neſs to our exigence'and neceſſity, is the freeft ofialiiluter 
condition in the World from perturbations and :terpulihelt 
ons: a ſtate and condition of want, arid too narromilhlicl 
our neceflities, is an eſtate ſubje& to ſome troubles :alifiahat 
remptations :' But of-all conditions in the World, a reduiiflatity 
dant and oyer-plentiful condition -is 'moſt ſubje&:rolihiw 
moſt dangerous and pernicious temptations in the Weilllifiads 
as namely, Forgetfulneſs of God, Self-dependence; Pridiiihole 
Inſolence,Oppreffion,Injuſtice, Unquietneſs of Mind;laflaeh 
ceſs, Luxury, Intemperance, Contempt of others z\anlffi6th 
I have very'often known thoſe perſons that have camgliſhigvi 
themſelves ſteadily and commendably in a conditioneduiles 
Mediocrity, nay, have been able to bear with victory 
ſhocks of thoſe temptations that atiſe from Want and ſailed, 
verty, yet when in the late times they were-advancedilla 
Wealth, Power and Command, were loſt, and couldnulfi6.; 
bear the temptations that attended Grandeur, Wealchandihad: 
Power ; and the Sun of wealth and proſpericy quicklydi 
robed them of that mantle of Innocence, Piety and:V mike 
that they kept about them againſt the ſtorms -and allaliſhug. 
of wants and neceflities. So that certainly it: requiraſut: 
greater vigilance, attention, induſtry and reſolutiongalſns 
oppoſe and conquer the temptations of Grandeur; Wealllihnay, 
and Power, than the temptations of Want; Neceflicy;ay: 
Poverty : Some Patience and- Humility will do: muchwihand 
ſubdue the latter ; but he that will-acquit himſelf from deuigi 
temptations of the former, hath need 'of / great Willd 
dom, Moderation,Sobriety, and a low eſteem of the Works 
and eſpecially, a great and practical exerciſe of che Fears! 
of God, Faith in bis promiſes, and a fixed hope andrprofitn 
ſpe& of the promiſes of Immortality and Glory; whereiyhrat 
they may overcome the flattering and deceiving World; har 
7- A ſtate of externals proportionate to our neceflitiaſſ]air 
' 1s a far more ſerene and ſafe eſtate in reference to otheri3ſiſe 
than an eſtate of external Grandeur, and Wealth, and 
1 - Power; 


| -\nff Jacob's Doi E7L 
TT bo rata are,ficſt, becauſa the former h 
wgithat:others do-covet or deſire; + hos the the latter hat 
ap golden. Ball, that the generality o 
wibad to-have,: andare reſtleſs till they have gatten 
- Up Man's eee unquiet and iſe 
many corpetors for what he enjoys, which. are 
iflaicnually endeavouring to trip-up his heels ;. juſt as.we 
f _ then' a: Bird hath: gotten a-booty or. prey, Fall. ,other 
ric Ink of prey arefollowing and catching afterit, andever 
; him «hat hath . it.;,-2.. Becauſe he that enjoys 
\-either of Honoror Wealth, or Power, is the Hick 
F: eenvyof other Men, whichis a bukie, zelliels; bs 
humour, and. ever picking. quarrels and Godin 
wand ſtudying and endeavauring the ruin of its ol 
hills  mhereas a. ſtats 'of medigertty, .is a ſtate of quiet- 
J f th,/and free from the aſlaulcs and ſhafts of his peſti- 
panio © 
no 8, We lee os all worldly matters are by a kind of in- 
- connatural neceſlity © ſubje&_ ro Mutations and 
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When grandeur, honor, an wealth are at their 
> pitch, like the Sun in the, Meridian, it ſtays not 
ts! «day but hath its declination. . Now the changes 
. Ka incident to Greatneſs and Wealth, are alFAYs, for 
alwort : they moſt commonly take their NO egy and fly 
fray, at henthey ſeem to be in theic 7 ng pitch.o 
id glory. : And this creates.ina Man yeory great act 


bulljand reſt[c(s fear, leſt he ſhould loſe whathe hath ; and 
lgite ſtruglings and ſhiftings to keepit when its going : - 
Vaagextreme diſappointment, yexation.and ſorrow when 
t6Sigone. On-the other fide a ſtare of Mediocrity may 
eaſes changes too; and as it is ſeldom for the work, 
roSemoſt ordinarily for the better -whereby the Man hath 
eljfat Peace and. Tranquility. . We need not have a better 
d;" lance of boch theſe conditions than in aceb, the per- 
tilnin the Texc:. while he was in.a ſtate of mediocricy,and 
eriiffter indeed, jn aſtrait,cthaninan ample condition; when 
WEkid nothing but his Staff, and his ſupplies of Bread to 
(01 8 Eat, 
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it and Clothes to putton; he-was ina Rxoof great 
3*and chat change which befel that condiric 
nge not forthe worſe, bur forthe berrer, -ar 
r | to externals, his ſupplies increaſed; by 
atten: ircived it g greg, under hivtlndel dos 
ighir is crue,! "the Di itle Providence kept crap Mn 
Rong Rn of it," yet ſopti foind thatpro 
oti fill of-charns/and Movies '1.- His Uncles 
Sons began'to envy his wealth; 'andche' began te 
at ore andjcafonſies!eſt he thoaldbe rye nr 
Then to-avoid that-fear; he" flies; and his Unclep 
ſnes him ; and then he was rinder a new fear'of loſs 
he had got. 3. When'thar fear was over;-then he fs 
that the'ramor of his wealth, and'the former diſple 
of ' his Brother Eſau might make' hint and all-his well 
,Prey'to his Brother ;/ and certainly; had notthe immeliih 
be hemp of Almighty God ſtrangely wal; I 
ot only felt the "difficulties and ©unquietneſs obkel 
gr ealthy condition. (which were profitable for hl " 
Rion) but h& had ſyffered a total deprraiond nc 
either by Laban, or Eſa, or at leaſt by tho neighbou 
Shechemites, exaſperated'by the treachery and cruelyj dim 
His ewo Sons Simeon and Levi. 1mch 
Upon theſe atid}many 'more Confi derations, It ishi > i 
evident; That a ſtate of medtrocrity ih'excernals 1s f0 bop 
ferred before an eſtate 6f much Wealth, Honor, or 
-deur ; that of the two extremes Poverty on the onel 
or very great Wealth and Glory on the other ; che lain 
'In truth more dangerous and” difficult than 'the fo refer 
"but that of Agur's Prayer, a ſtate of mediocrity, nie 
Poverty nor Riches, bat Food convenient for a Milli: 
' condition, 1s che moſt defirable Ratein this life, : 
which avoids the difficulty of both extremes.  Fior 
I'would willingly from theſe Confiderations-thertier: 
learn attain ſuch a temyer and diſpoſition of Soul, ar 
be ſafe and uſeful for we in Markets r0 all rheſe three C "F 
ons of Life, whichloever of them the Divine Proth Wf. 
ſhould ſend unto me. 8: 
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ihe: In reference to 4 3{-diccrity, or ſuch a fate of exter- 


wlals,/ 25; might be! ſuitable ro. the exigence. and nature af 


condition in; this life TI ſhould make ſuch @ ſtate 
iichoice, and notmy: trouble, Lſhonld with all Thank- 
ine acknowledg both the Goodneſs, and Wiſdom:of 
ighty God, im giving me fo competent,” and ſofafe a 

wition ; that-hath by is Providentedelivered mefrom 
Wetifficultics, and inconveniences, and dangers, and 
mpcacions of emes; namely, great =—e; and 
ec wealch : and I ſhall bear my lot, notonly with great 


nienc 10 Nie withgreat Contentation and 
SSEHMNKIUINCIS. EC | do. ITY 
e's In reference to an efore ;h Want or Indigence': 6 it 
ioald pleaſe the Divine Providenceto appoint that.can- 
iion'co me, I ſhould nevertheleſs comfort 'and ſupport 

vRlf with ſach'Conſiderations: 2s theſe : 1. Though 
ny condition: be narrow and neceſlitous, yet 1t- 15 thar, 


wwch the great wiſe Lord of- the great Family ofthe 
Sod; hath appointed ro me; Lwilltherefore bear i©-with 
uence and Reſignation, 2: Though it be an; eſtate nf 
ence and narrownels, yet 4t-is: ſuch as affords::me 
ISatmy Family life and ſubſiſtence, though not withaix 
Such pains and difficuley ; It might have been worſe, and 
my pleaſe God to-make it better, when he ſeeth 6; 
oillcherefore bear it: with Contentedneſs, as well as; Pa- 
Vince. 3. Though my ſtate be very narrow adh- 
ny; yet 1c 15 poſſible much more ſate, than an eſtate-of 
adeur and Afuence: my - Account is the-lels;-tmmy - 
laptations not. ſo. dangerous; my Cares fewer ;::aby 
ns of Dependance upon God;of Humility and Low- 
Mat of mind, of Temperance and Sobriety, of -Con- 
wif the World, of Valuation of Eternity and Pro- 
Fen for it, are betrer learned in this extreme than inthe 
veer: 1 ſhall therefore endeavour to.1mprove the oppor- 
"ities, even. of this: hard condition, and beart it not 
my wih Contentedneſs, but Thankfulnels. 


i KM 


y act 


174 The Madeſtyand Reaſonableneſs 
--36:Itvreferencs to an ef ate of Redundance and Aﬀiin* 
_ of externals,: anieftate of Wealth'and/Plenty, of Holt” 
and' Grandeur, :of Power and Authority/ and .Prehafif®* 
nence; I will Oe P; kvored greg —— all" 
Tempeations; and:Temptations of«'the greateſt Size 
the moſt dangerous a as, Pride and Infolence,f& 
| cvoeromar. God, Luxury, Intemperance, Carnal@F%; 
nee-and 'Security;” Contempt of others, and inllf**© 
more 3'andiif | any of theſe get the advantage, they 
do me 'more: miſchyef; than -all :ny: wealch will dog 
good: 2, Therefore Þwill learn and exeiciſe veryyliſ** 
vigilance and attention, that TI be not cheared into: 
Temptations. \ 3: Iwill take a true eftimateof the Walt 
andof all theſe goodly::Appearancesthar'I- am attenliiſ* 
with from it; and-I-will ' not rake my:meaſure anddi7; 
mate of them by common opiniorw of 'the World; «i* 
their ſplendid outfide,” but I will-look more ftrialy lf" 
them, and find whether they are not uncertain, deoeiih:: 
_ : "What ſtabilicy: there is in them; what goodtif 
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me after death; what quietneſs or tranquiliyi 

mind they will give-me,' or rather take from me:;:ni. 
ther they have in-themſelves any real influence ton} 
me .better or wiſer. 4. Upon theſe :Confideratnf - 
if I find; as findT ſhall, that they have not chat realwif 
_ that the vain World imagines, I will not let 

leart upon them, -nor lay any confidence upon tie 
noriay: out much of my love unto them, nor anygÞ- 
. eſteem for them. 5.1 will-ſet my heart to a true and” 
rious confideration of thoſe durable Riches, and Gui 
atid Honor that our dear Lord hath provided for usinuf + 
life-co come; and that Eternal weight of. Glory will” 
Nnitely out-weigh allthe Wealch, and Honour, andGu.. 
that I'do or can enjoy in this World; 6. And upon 
confideration alſo I will retifie my judgment concern” 
this World, and the greateſt Glory of. it,: and thereby” 
bituate my ſelf to a low:eſteera of the wealth I have, 
can have, and (ct up my hopes and treaſure in more nu 
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4 durable Enjoyments. 7. I will conſider T am but a 
ward wheti/all :is done, and the greater my wealth og 
our is, the greater. my accompts' niuft be, and the 
we difficult to keep them fair. 8; That in as much as 
im but a Steward, L will be very careful, that my tanape- 
"Meant my Truſt: may beſuch as will bear my Lord's ſeru- 
"Ms. 1 will not employ my Stock of wealth or honor to 
"We diſhonor of my Lord, in riot-or exceſs, in yanity or 
con but will do as much/good'with ic as I can, ac- 
Sicding to the cruſt committed co-me;''that I may gives 
| anc fair and comfortable account 'of my Stewardſhip 
en my Lord and Maſter calls forit. 9g. Thatinasmuch 
thoſe very externals are in themſelves bleflings' if well 
iployed, though not the bleflings of the greateſt magni- - 
0: 1 will with all Humility and Thankfulneſs acknow- 
= the Divine Bounty to me, in: truſting me with. - 
*Wmdance, and will employ it to his Honour, * * 
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'$ 0 quicunque volet potens 
| Aulz culmine Iubrico : 
* Me dulcis ſaturet quies ; 
© Obſcuro poſits loco, 
T2Y - Leni perfruar otio ; 
Ml Nulls nota Quiritibus 
= eZEtas per tacitum fluat. 
Ui | Sic cum tranſierint met * 
| x  Nullo cum ſtrepitu dies, 
it Plebeins moriar ſenex, 
on E Ii mors gravs incubat, 
"ll Lui notus nimis omnibus, 
-  Ionorus moritur ſibi. © 
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D "Dt him that will aſtend the tott ink Seas *+ 

Of Courtly G r, and become as great: : 18 IA 

Kare his mounting ſhes z as for me, - ww 93 

Lot ſweet Repole, and/Reſt my. portion be: ; W: 

Give me ſome mean/abſcure Receſs; a Sphere 

Que of the Road-of Buſineſs, or t hefear 

of falling lower, where 1 fiveetly may . 

My ſelf, and dear Retirement ſtill enjoy:: 

Let not-my Life, -or Name, be known'unts 

The Grandeesof the ones 6 colt to and, fro 

rh Cenſures, or Applauſe ; but let: my Age 

Slide gens y ty by, nor overthwart the Stage 

Of Publick A&ion ; unheard, unſeen, 

And unconcern'd,. as if I neer had been. 

And: thus while I ſhall paſs my ftlenc days 

In ſhady Privacy, free from the Noiſe - 

And buſles of the World, then ſhall I 

A goodold Innocent Plebeian dye. 


Death i is a meer ſugprize, a very Snare, | 

To him that makes it his lifes greateſt care 
To be a publick Pageant, known to AV}; 
But unacquainted with Himſelf, doth fall. 
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"YHI Liv: x1... For { have learned in whatſoever 
eftate I am therewith to be - content, (08. 


| iþ ere are Three Excellent Virtue which eſpecially refer 
Wo our condition- in this life, 'and much conduce to 
r Safe and Comfortable paſſage through them. © 
” 1. Equality of Mind, or Equanimity. 
2, Patience. 
3. Contentedneſs. 
1/Equality of Mmd, or Equanimity, is that Virtue which 
kn both to Proſperity and Adverſity, whereby in' all 
ditions of that'kind we carry an even andequaltem- 
y-neither over-much lifred ap by Proſperity, nor over- 
ch depreſſed in Adverfity. | 
Patience properly refers to croſſes, diſappointment, 
Witions, and adverſity, whereby we carry a quiet and 
mſfive mind, without murmuring, -paſlion, or dil- 
Mpoſure of ſpirit, in all aflictions, whether fickneſs, 
Sd friends, poverty, reproach, diſgrace, or the like. 
| 3+ Con- 
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3. Contentation; which differs from Equality of milf - 
becauſe that refpeas as well profperity as adverfity;ul 1 
only adverſity 5" and it1 ſome reſpeass differs alſo from i 

- tience (though this always accompanies it.) 7. In thee a 
tentof the obje&, for Patience reſpes all kinds of 8 fi 
198 3 Contentednefs, 4p-propriety, of {peoch, reſp 
principally the afMi&ion of want orpoverty/ .-2. Wy 
act ic ſelf, for Patience, in propriety of ſpeech, impl 
only a quiet compoſed toleration of the evilneſs of ady 
fity, but Contentedneſs imports ſomewhat more, nam 
not ogily a /quietneſs of mind, but-a kind of cheaki 
free fubmiffion to our preſent condition of adverſny, 
ready compliance with the Divine Providence, and 
effe&, a choice of that ſtate whereinthe Diyine Dilg 
ſation placeth us, as well as1n bearingit.; \, | I j 
* Theſe; thongh-they may in ſtrianels give a diſtink} 
between Patience and Contentation, yet we muſt oblenf 
that Contentation 1s never without Patience, thought 
fomething: more : and that in the common accept 
and latitude of the word, Contentation doth not onlyal 
tend to the condition or afflition of poverty, but gt 
to all ather-outward afflitions reached to us by theinfl 
ing or:permitting hand of Divine: Providence : and! 
this large acceptation | ſhall here apply and'uſe it- 7, 
Content therefore, in its large acceptation,is not onal der 
quiet and patient, but alſo a free and chearfulcloſhingwifiae 
that eſtate and condition of life, whuch-the Divine Dian: 
niation ſhall allot unto us, whether:mean, or pac, GM 
aborious and painful, or obſcure, or neceffitous, or id 1 
ar unhealthy, or without friends, or with loſs or ableafur: 
of friends, or any other ſtate that ſeems ungratefulzooies: 
natures or diſpoſition. For we need not 'apply this And 
rue to-a ſtate of high proſperity: in all-things, with 
+ (though Men are not ordinarily contented) yer they biifſtec: 
but ſmall temptations co diſcontent. trom the ſtats uF- 2. 
wherein they ſo are. -/ | --Wire: 
"E 
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Of Comtentation, . I” 
of + This lefſon of Contentation was learnt by this Apoſtles 


» which it s theſe things: r. Thar-it'is alefſon that 
Ml 4 __ to be learned, for the Apoſtle had learned it. 
MN 2; That it is a lefſon that requires ſomething of indu- 
all dry. and pains to acquire it,for he learned it'before he ar- 
a jained it. 3. That it is a leflon that deſerves the learning, 
4 for he (peaks of it, as of a thing of momear and great ule, 
1 well worth the pains he took to attain ir. And the truth 
4, it is of ſo great importance to be learned, that with- 
-patit we want the comfort of our lives, andwith it all 
6 conditions of life are not only tolerable,bur comfortable. 
ty, & And hence it is, chat this excellent Apoſtle doth very of- 
.& teninculcace and preſs and commend this leſſon in many 
fol of his Epiſtles. x Tims, 6. 6, Godlinef with contentment is 
A gee gain. Heb. 13. 5. Let your converſation be without co- 
mrowſneſ, and be- content with ſuch things as ye have; for he 
den hath [a5d, 7 will not leave thee nor forſake thee. Again, Tim. ' 
hich 68-414 having food and raiment l:t us be therewith content. 
nals 1 (hall cherefore ſer down theſe Reaſons, that may per- 
© wade and encourage us to contentation with our condi- 
ya tion, and likewiſe to patience under. it ; for patience and 
infill contentation cannot be well ſevered. And the Reaſons 
Wt of 2wo ſorts; 1. Moral, 2. Divine and Evangelical. 
3 { Neicher ſhall I decline the uſe of Moral Reaſons, conſi- 
on ring how far by the help of theſe, many Heathens (that 
mt tad not the true knowledg of God revealed in his word 
ze DFand Son) advanced in the pradtiſe of theſe virtues. The 
0 @ Moral Reaſons rherefore are theſe ; 
ht. Very many of the external evils we ſuffer are of 
: len lr own choice and procurement, the fruits of our own fol- 
alj0Fies and inadvertence and averſeneſs to good counſel : 
his And why ſhould we be diſcontented,or impatient under 
whale evils which we our ſelves have choſen, or repine 
pbecauſe theſe trees bear their natural fruit ? 
6 00-2. The greateſt part of evils we ſuffer are of rthar na- 
Fireand kind, that are nor in owr power either to prevent 
- Þithelp :: Some come from the very condition of our na- 
TS. N . rure, 
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gure, as ſickneſs, death of friends ;' and of abſolute ng- 
ceſſity,the more Relations any Man hath, the moreevili 
of this kind he may ſaffer: And can we reaſonably ex- 
pet that the very natures of things ſhould be changedyy 
pleaſe our humours? Again, ſome come from the hand 
of Men, thatit may be are more powerful, more ſubti 
and malicious : Why ſhould we diſcontent our ſelves; 
be impatient,becauſe others are too ſtrong for us? Other 
again come by occurrences natural (though diſpoſedby 
rhe hand of the Divine Providence) as loſſes by ſtormy 
and tempeſts,by unſeaſonable weather, by intemperats- 
neſs of the Airor Meteors: Can we reaſonably expelt 
that the great God of Heaven and Earth ſhould alter his 
ſetled Laws of Nature for the convenience of every ſuch 
little Wormas you or lam ? It may be that ſtorm orit- 
temperate ſeaſon,that may do you or me ſome prejudice, 
may do others as many and as good, or it may be more 
and better a benefit; that Wind that ſtrikes my Ship 
againſt the Rock, may fetch off rwoor more from the 
Sands. 'Letus be content therefore to ſuffer Almighty 
God to govern the World according to his Wiſdom, and ti 
not our Will, though it may be a particular detriment Man 
ro you or to me; or if we repine againſt it, we mult " 
not think thereby to obtain our own wills. | od 
3. The rextwre and frame of the Worldis ſuch, thatith (4. 
abſolutely neceſſary, that if ſome be rich and powerful, Eg... 
or great, or honourable, others muſt be poor, and ſub- 
zect, and ignoble : If all were equally powerful, there 
would be no Power nor Government, becauſe all would 1M 
be equal ; if all were equally rich, it would be butonly 
nominally, indeed none would be rich, bur all would be gea 
poor, there could be.no Artificers, no Labourers, no Set 4 
vants. Since therefore ir is of neceſſity, in the order of 
the World, that ſome muſt be poor, or leſs rich or powe- 
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ful chan others, why ſhould I be ſo unreaſonable, orum bog p 
juſt, ro deſire that lot of poverty or lowneſs of cond ge? 
tion-ſhould be another's and not mine? Or why ſhould We 
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got The contented to be of the lower ſort of Men, fince 
the order! of the World requires that ſuch ſome muſt be? 
'q. Ler any Man obſerve ir whiles he will, he ſhall find 
that whatſoever of worldly advantages any Man doth 
moſt plentifully enjoy, and moſt Men moſt greedily de- 
fre, of neceſſity he muſt thereby have more croſſes and af- 
fitions. A Man deſires many Children, Friends, Rela- 
tions ; the more he hath of theſe, the more mortal dying 
orts he hath ; the more he hath rhat muſt be ſick, 
nd ſuffer aMi&ion, and die; andevery one of theſe af- 
fidionsor loſſes in a Man's Relations, are ſo many re- 
fewed afflictions, and crofles, and troubles to himſelf. A 
Man deſires Wealth, and hath ir; the more cares od 
fars he hath z and che more he hath, the more he hath 
toloſe, and of neceſſity he muſt have more loſſes the 
more he hath ; as he that hath a thouſand Sheep,muft in 
bility loſe more ina year than he that hath bur for- 
9: And beſides, Wealth is the common mark that eve- 
iy Man ſhoots at, and every Man will be pulling ſome- 
what from him that hath iuch, becauſe every Man 
tfinks he hath enough for others as well as himſelf. A 
Man deſires Honour, Power, Grandeur, and he hath it: 
it every Man envies him, and is ready to unhorſe him z 
ada ſmall negle&, reproach or misfortune ſitgicle 
ficha Man, than to ameaner Man; andthe" 
Eifonour or Power he hath, the more of ſuch breaches 
teſhall be ſure_ to meer with. A Man defires long Life, 
ad accordingly enjoys it ; but in the traCt of long Life, 
iMan is ſure to meer with more Sickneſs,more Crofſes, 
dore loſs of Friends and Relations, and over-lives the 
Feateſt part of his external comforts, and in old Age 
es his own Burthen. 
5 If a Man defires much Wealth or Power, anden- 
_ $ it, yet it 1s certain fo much the more thereof he 
be lath, ; fo much the leſs others have; for he hath thar 
ls = I might otherwiſe be divided among many: Why 
nay 
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refore ſhould a' Man defire ir, or diſcontent himſelf; 
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if he haveit not, ſince what he thus enjoys is withang 
ther's detriment and loſs, who-would have a ſhareinjg 
if he had itnotalone ? And why ſhould I coyet thar, 
be diſcontented-if I have it not, - ſince if I have it,1 
ſhall procure the like diſcontent in others ? - 
" G, Ir is certain n the conrſe of the World, there an 
_ and muſt be a greater number of Croſſes aud Troubles, au 
of greater moment than there are of External Comfory; 
nay, there is ſcarce any comfort that any Man hath, bu 
like Zonah's Gourd, it hath a Worm growing at the 
. Toot of it, which doth not only wither the comfort | 
ſelf, but moſt times creates greater trouble and ſorrom, 
than the comfort itſelf hath good if entirely enjoyed, 
A Man hath many Children, it may be they are all yey 
good and hopeful, yer they are mortal, and if they die, 
the death of ſuch a Child is ſo much the more grievouz 
by how much the more good and towardly he was, But 
if any of chem prove vicious, fooliſh,and naught,by hon 
much a Child is nearer than a Stranger, by ſo much he 
more his vices give trouble, ſorrow, and care to his Pa: 
rent: So that in all worldly rhings, the ſtock of Tra 
ble is greater three to one, than that of Comforts; 
true is that of Job, & Man i boyn to troubles as th 
ſparks fly - gym Why therefore ſhould a Man fink into 
diſconterft, becauſe the World doth but ſolitum obrinerg, 
and follow its own natural complexion and ſtate ? 

7. Weare generally greatly miſtaken inthe nature of 
Good and Evil,and have not the true meaſares of it. That 
18 truly relatively Good which makes a Man the Better, 
and thar truly Evil in its relative nature, which makes a 
Man the worſe. If Proſperity and Succeſs make me 
Thankful, Wartchful,Charitable,Beneficear, then is Pro- 
ſperity good to me, for it makes me better ; but if it make U @ 
me Proud, Haughry, Inſolent, Domineering, Vain-gloti then 
os, it is Evilto me. If Adverſity make me Clamorous F their 
Murmuring,Envious,Spightful,Injurious,then 'tis evilto they | 
me ; but if it makes me Humble,Sober, Patient,then ' «ft 
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godtome; And ler any Man impartially take the mea- 
reofthe very ſame Man, or divers Men in each condi- 
tion; he ſhall nd ren to one receive more miſchief by.” 
/If Proſperity than by Adverſity. Why. ſhould [then not 
- 8 contevt my ſelf with that condition which is more ſafe 
to-me; and makes me the better Man, though not the 
ticher or greater ? | 
#$/*Which is but a farther explication of what is ſaid 
text before. Ir is certain, thata good Manis like the 
Fx, it turns Iron into Gold, and makesthe moſt ſour 
wndition of life not only tolerable, bur uſeful and con- 
wetjent. If I be fuch, I mould and frame my worſt con- 
dition into a condition of comfort and contentment by - 
ry Patience and Contentation. Why ſhould I then be * 
ntented with my Condition, fince by the Grace of 
God Tam able to make itwhatl pleaſe? If I can con- 
tec my ſelf with the good temper and diſpoſition of 
ty own Heart and Soul, I have no reaſon tobe diſcon- 
wnred with my condition, for if I find it not good, Ican 
make it ſuch by the equality, patience, and temper of 
myown Mind: And that the Mind is the principal mat- 
ter-in Contentation or Diſcontent, we need no other i in- 
fance, than that of Abab and Hamas; the one a great 
King, the other a great Favourite of a mighty Monarch, 
fillof Wealth and Honour ; yet a Covetous Mind in one- 
andaProyd Mind in the other,made the former ſick for a 
ktleſpot of ground, and the latter grew-toſohigh a de- 
Feeof diſcontent for want of the Knee of apoorFew,that 
Enittiered all his Enjoyments, 1 Kings 21.5. Heſt. 5.13. 
9; Diſcontent and Tmpatience galls a thouſand times 
tire-thanthe Croft or Afiition doth. We owe mare of 
theevil of crofſes, troubles, and affliftions, to the un- 
flier; reſt{eſs, impatient diſtemper of our Mid, than to 
em. We are like Men in a eros 7 infinitely increaſe 
their hear by their toffing/and crumbling, more than if 
tveplay/Rill, and then F complains of the uneaſineſs 
CtheirBcd: Like the Propher's wild Bull in a Net, 'we 
$24 N 3 entan= 


SOT EASSSASA STE. 


DE ES » 5 _ 


278 Of- Contentation, 


entangle and. tyre: our ſelyes worſe with-our ſtrugling 
than if we were more patientand ftill; or like the Ship 
itis not broken by the. Rock, bur by its own violent ox 
tian againſt it. . Why then ſhould I diſcontent and, dt. 

uiet my ſelf with my condition, when I make jt anday 
elf thereby. worſe and more _uneakie ? 4% 

. 10. As my diſconrentedneſs and unquietnels rendey 
my Condition the more unecaſfie, ſo it no way conancetht 
wy reſcue from it : For ſince I cannot beſo brutiſh; az 
think that the occurrences which befal Men are withay 
a Divine Condudt, ſo itis certain, that all his Diſpenk 
tions are Wiſe,..and directed troa Wiſe Endz and.eve 
Afﬀlictions themſelves have their errand and. bufinefx 
make Men more.humble, watchful, and conſiderate, } 
I corre my Child for his fault, and he continue fl 
more ſtubborn, . I ſhall correct him longer, will herewn 
to. his ſubmiſfiveneſs and duty. Why then ſhould I df 
content my. ſelf, and be impatient under my afflictiag 
when it is not only. vain and fruitleſs, thereby to expat 
deliverance, . but in all probability the likelieſt way # 
keep me ſtill under it? &# | a 
_. Ix. As thus, my conditionis not amended, but made 
the worſe,more ſevere,and laſting by my impaticnceand 
diſcontent, ſa Patience and Contentation will give me thel 
great advantages : I. In all probability it will ſhonen 
my Afiction, becauſe it hath obtained its effect and end, 
and the meſſage it brings is duly anſwered:,. 2../But 
howſoever,it will makeirt infinitely mare eaſic, thee 
I firuggle under.it. 3. And, which is the beſt of all;# 


giyes me the Poſſeſſion of my own Soul, internal prac yp 


and tranquillity of Mind, a kind and comfortable ſerene gy 
tyof Spirit:, I remain Maſter of my paſſions, of:myiW þ 
rellectuals, of my ſelf, and am not tranſported into ane Fl the 
pher thing,than what becomes a reaſonable Man; choughY ww 
ſhere be ſtorms and-tempeſts and; rolling Seas withanl 
©, yet all is calm and quiet withio.: Contentationad bay 
Farience renders my. outward Condition of little bo T 
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nt to me, fo long as itgives methe oppottunity 


Wy tw poſſeſs and enjoy. my ſelf, my virtue and goodneſs, 


theatreftation-of a good Confeience. 
x2; Though want fomewhat ehat: others have, yet 
tisren to one, that / have ſomewhat that many as good, if 
not better, wane, It may be 1 want Wealth, yet have 


en Healch ; ir may be I want: Health; -yecI have Children 


thar others want, Iwill learn Contenement by conſi- 


Wl dering others wants and my enjoyments, and not learri 
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Diſcontent from others-enjoyments and my own wants; 
Theſe be the Moral Conſiderations, and'truly they be 
ofgrear weight, momenr,and ufe ; and, as I ſaid, carried 
the Heathen a great way in the Virtues of Gontenta- 
tion and Patience : Bur yet they oftentimes failed, and 
were too- weak to compoſe the Mind-under a ftorm of 
golſes, loſſes, and afflictions ; and therefore Almighty 
God hath furniſhed us wich a more excellent way,which 
{ets me | into the Second Conſideration, namely the D:- 
yiw-and Evangelical helps to Patience' and Contenta- 
tion: Their number will not be ſo many as the former, 
but their weight and efficacy proaters andthey are fuch 
# theſe: 
1; The worſt | hay ſuffer 1s left than I deſerve oy 
theleaſt that I enjoy is more than þcanin juſtice expeCt, 
tisthe gift and bounty of God: I have therefore-reaſon 


tobe content and- thankful for. the leaſt-Mercy ; and 
tabe patient and quiet under my greateſt Evil. 

+2, There is no- affliction, croſs; or condition of life; 
it & reached out 19'14 from the Hand or Permiſſion of the 


of glorioms Soveraign of all the Works to whom ws 
Ne ar infinite ſubjeRtion, becauſe we have our: Being 


from him: and therefore it is bur juſt and- nfingile 
forus to content our ſelves with whar hejs-pleaſed thus 


i&: And the greateſt Croſsor Aﬀfliction-of this life, | 


#nor anſrerable to his Bounty and Goodneſs in giving 
Y a Being, 


"he RR eas 
fy > : 
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7 $6 wt rare irene 167 gore. of us,andWS8- 
the World, but he is'the woff aft and Wiſe Governoupi nd 
it, andall Men, andall the Diſpenfarions of his coy 
ment are directed to moſt Juſt, Wiſe,and Excellent Ex 
And therefore we' have all imaginablereaſon, riots 
patiently ta ſubmit, 'but cheerfully and conrentedly! 
bear any condition that he diſpenſeth; and; with anin 
plicit Faith;xo-refign our Wills to his,as: being aſſured ith! 
infinitely more Wiſe and Juſt than-ours. Sometimes thy ! Heb 
arethe Acts of his Juſtice to punifh us for ſome pal th 
fence ; but alwaysthe Atts of his Wiſdom, either ro try M 
us, -or "reclaim us, 'to prevent us from worſe evils za 
toamend'us, to make us more humble, watchful; a 
ful; circumſpe&; to draw us off:from too much reſt 
on the World; 'to:make us bethink our ſelves of: | 
Duty, and recurning to him by Repentance, Faith ant a 
Obedience. ' 8h P 
He 1s notonly a Wiſe and Juſt Governour, but #t 
ſb mercifal and tender Father 5 andone that out of very Yr 
Faithfulneſs, Love, and Goodneſs; corrects us, as 2s thy 
ther doth his Son he entirely loveth: and upon-rhis # ir 
count he may reſt afſured, xr. That he never afflits} ol abs 
{ends, or permits ahy Croſs rofall upon us, bur it ior wir 
our everlaſting, andmany rimes for our temporal goodi Wl 
2. That no Croſs of Affliction'ſhall lie longer or heavy | jk 
ypen us, than'is*conducible to our good : 3. That WYaph 
doth, and will always, ſend along his Seaff with his er 
his Grace withhis Affliftion, to' tutor arid inſtruct us,it . Mak 
ſupport andcothafortus; and-if we'find not this ſupp Npvb 
in-our greateſt Afflition, it is-not becauſe iris wanting Uilie 
to'us, but becauſe we'are Wanting ro it; to wy hold upo0" Vier 
it, andimprove it. \ ' BE 
F- For or farther affurance of his Love to " and wr 


care of us,we have the word of the great Monarch of tt ". M1 


World, the Mighty, Faithful, and- All- ſufficient God FE vo 
I wilt not leave thee, nor forſake thee, Heb. 13. F+ * + 3 6 
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os He hath given us the greareſt pledge of his Love 
of 4G adn els, "that the moſt doubring or craving Hearc 


SheWorld conld ever defire ; his Son to be our Sacri- 
£6 -and how ſhalt he not with him give us all things 
wdful, uſeful, and beneficial ? Rom. 8. 32. * Ker 
yer he made him a Man of ſorrows,” andacquainted 
mh grief, ſe. 53.3, and made perfett by ſufferings, 


ws This Son of his he made the Captain of our Salvation, 


aBH'2;'9; 19: And'this Son of God did bear, not'only 
SHh-Patience; bit with Reſignation and Contentation 
ny BeMind : Mar;2.6: 39. Nor a 1 will, but ar thow wilt: 
ae 12. 50. [have a baptiſm te be baptized withal, and 

Bs { ffraitncd till it be-accomplifh:4? and wher all 


"0" <7 by 5 
ee KF 
j p ; 


fone, Zeſus, that:iwas made a little Tower than the 


: Jap dls; for 'the ſuffering of death; 'was crowned with 


Gbiy and Honour 5 That he by rhe grace of God ſhould 


Yi Drath for every Ain. For it became hins, for whom art 
+ Bd things, and by whom are all. chings, 'm bringing __ 
cs 


tht Bly, ro aerhe Capri of thr Saloaenperſ 


*4 ew ſufferings; Heb. 2.9. and this wasdone,' ( 


iatory Sacrifice thereby made for us)-for theſe 


@ Midbrable ends : x.) That we might fee before 18, the 
« Bdinary method of the Divine Diſpenſation, his own 
di Wiitmal Son, that knew no fin, yer wds-made aMarof 


Wows: and then, why ſhould we, poor: finful-Men, 


3 
*©, 


hs apect to be* exempted and privileged more than the 
x Blernal Son," in whom God from Heaven Proclaithed' 
to Bel well pleaſed: 2. That we might have antxam- 


4 Eg ;E 
b 


Fore us He, chars made the Captain for Sl 
win, was likewiſe ro be the common pattern andimage” 


0-lercunto all his Diſciples and Followers are tobe con- 
"0 Rined, borh paſſively andattively 2's was exhibiredas 


£ 
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He 
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bFirft-born among thany Brethrenzthe cothmon image, 


Me flording to which all his Diſciples and Followers ſhould 


hy 


4 {reonformed, Ronr.8, 29. As he wasmade' perfeft by 


Werings, ſo muſt we and as he through a vale of Suf- 
ings paſſed” into Glory, fo muſt we; 'that if we- ſuffer 
Tate Ma : : with 


'} 
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with him, we may be-glorified with him : He was e 
bited,:as the common- Standard and Pattern of a Ch 
ſtianscondition, i in the loweſt eſtate that can befal hy 
in this.Life: and-ſurely we have reaſon to. be con 
to be conformed, and ſubject to the condition of cheG p 
tainofgur Salvation. 3. That as he was thus exhibin 
asa paſſive example of our conformity, ſo he becam J, Aer 
ative example for our imitation ; full of quietneſi,cay p j 
poſedneſs, ſubmiſfion, patience,and contentation,to gin (et 
us an Example, x Pet. 2.21. andto imprint upon ug o (cc 
fame temper and frame of Mind, Phil. 2.6. that while 
we behold his example, We may, by a ſecret ſympath j 4 
be transformed, as it were, into the ſame mould ant xy 
unage.; 4. That we might have this great pocge cy a > ) x 14 
ſurance, that he who once lived in this World, andluf® 
experience of the. difficulties and troubles of it, andy 
now tranſlated to the right hand of the glorious Majely 
of God,and hath the proſpect ofall our wants,and neekſÞ 
and ſorrows, and Av a and ſufferings, : and of th c& | 4s or 
grees of ſtrength we have to bear it, and hath the plan 
ende of power to ſupport, to ſtrengthen and delivery 
Lay, that we may be afyred, that he is a merciful ay 
faichful High Prieſt, ſenſible, and compaſſionate of of 
lition z Heb. 2.2 8. For «n that be bimſclf hath ſufan, 
bei emptcd, he is able to [wecour thens that are tempti qo. 4a 
7 bath pleaſed the goodneſs of Almighty Galli 
(who, knows.our frame, and conſiders that we are h nc 
duſt). to uſeas mach-indulgence and com mpliance, 5.” 
poſlible for a moſt tender Father to his wea wand 
Children; That ſince he knows, Afﬀiction and Croll 
are-as neceſſary for us as the very beſt of all our Bp 
kngs,: yet he givesus all the helps and ſupplies thi t- Þ FH 
imaginable, with the greateſt ſuitableneſs to our nat? 
vo make them eaſie, ſupportable, and proficable; an 
bear us upto bearthem, with thegreateſt nes. 
contentation.. We: cannot be nl them, oy chen'W 
I" apt to grow proud -andſccare,. ſalf-conc oncrilſÞ ” 
d) (wilt ol 
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;t0 ſet up our reſt, and, be- building of Taber- 

165 hit todread and ſear death beyond all meaſure 
Mlonder and to be utterly unprovided for it,tobe deſi- 

to take; our portion in this life, and to make our 
yen-0n this ſide death; as the two Tribes deſired 

ar lot on this fide Fordan,becauſe they found.it conve- 
(Nww. 32.) And though we cannot well be with- 
Whom, yer we ftand in need of daily helps to bear 
n.paticntly,contentedly and profitably ; and we are 

on = ingly, by. the Divine Goodneſs, furniſhed with 
be ſuitable to our condition and frame. | 

of all the Afflictions, Croſſes, and Troubles in this life, 

a ge managed by the Wiſe Providence and Government 

| , he moſt Wiſe and Mercifal God,and have their voice, 
+ nd, and meſſage from him to us, (Hear the Rod, and 
ſth bath appointed it: ) So, he hath giyen us the in- 

f > Jewel of his Word, to expound and unriddle 
whe means by them, apdtoinſtruct us how tocarry 
Ives under them; how to improve themall for our 
kewal and everlaſting good 5; how with patience and 
uw Ml eefulneſ to undergo them ; how to be drawn-the 
oy : fr {AtiAGs them. And to this end he hath given 
cannot Divine and Wiſe Connſels touching them ; great 
ub A'S ance of his love, goodneſs, and the light of his coun- 
iq Rice, to carry and conduct us with comfort andde+ 

: d { ader er - upon him in them ; and hath given us admira- 

Er awples, which are ſo many Commentaries and Ex- 
5. . tions upon them, and to ſhew-us what he means and 
ends in then and by them: As the Examples of-the 

b Church. and People ; the Examples of -his' beſt 

ts and Seryants, and their ſufferings,and the reaſons 
them,and their deportmenc.under them, and wherein 
+: iled,and wherein they benefited by themzas Abra- 

166, Moſes, David, Hezekiah, ofiah,and all the Apo- 
a$and Primitive Chriſtians; in whom we may with 
- % i {t clearneſs and fatisfattion.obſerve how much ad- 


ge they got by w_ afflictions; wha loſſes they 
Steal were 
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were at by their peeviſhneſs,frowardneſsand diſeg hs 
with cheir afflicted conditions; what comfort atiafath 
and bericfit they artained by their patience, - quiet Nc 
equality of mind, voluntary ſabmiſſion to the Din" 
Providence, and Contenration with their Eſtates, tho 
neverſo troubleſome and uneaſie. "vos 
But'above all the Bountiful God hath brought Wn 
and Immortality to light through the Goſpel: He hwllih* 
given us the cleareſt conviction imaginable that wiſh 
or1d, and our Life init, is not our principal End ulffſ 
Scope, bur the place of our Pilgrimage, at beſt our 
not our Home our place of trial and preparation fi 
betrer State : He hath ſhewed us thar it is heal : 
ſage, and ſuch a paſſage as muſt and ſhall be accompylſ? 
nied with affliftions, and itmay be, with perſecutior of: ak 
evil Men, evil Angels, evil Occurrences: that itixly 
place of our warfare; a troubleſome and 'tumultuns 
ftormy Sea, through which we muſt paſs before we cor 
tootir Haven : that our Country,our Home,our plac 
reſt and happineſs, lies on the other fide of 5 nel | 
there ſhall be no ſorrow, nor trouble, nor fears, nor day J: 
gers, noraffliftions; nor tears, but a place of eternal' al 
unchangeable comfort, fulneſs of moſt pure and AY 
rupted pleaſures, and that for evermore: that t 
many tribulations and afflictions we muſt enter intothit Y = 
Kingdom, as his ancientPeople entred intotheir Cara 9. 
through aRed Sea, a tireſome and barrets Wildernel, trout 
fiery Serpents, wants, enemics, and unintertupteddis 
| nnd ppcy difficalties: that' owr light' affliftions,' whith#i wit 
« but for a moment, work for u a far mort exceeding uM wd| 
Eternal weight of Glory, 2'Cor. 4; 17.” Our aflitions dl $*6U 
inconveniences in this World, 1.” Are light'in coripk | 
riſon of that ra, far more, exceeding weightd teal 
Glory :. 2. As they are burlight, ſo being compared with Ie 
chateternal weight of glory,they are but for a moment: |=ic 
The longeſt 'Life we here live is not ordinarily- abot tefo 
ge tihe and tea y ears,” and _ the' more 
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Mme and uneaſie that life is,the longer it ſeems, yet com- 
> Sared with the infinite-Abyſs of Ecernity, it is but a mo- 
ncat,yca leſs than a moment, if leſs can be,yet ſuch is the 
Mongefſt ftay,in this Life if compared with Eternity. 

0 And the gracious God hath preſented this greateſt,and 

*Wnoſt important truth to us, with the greateſt Evidence 
and Aſwrance that the moſt deſponding and ſuſpicious 
Soul can deſire. 1, He hath given his own Word of 
Mruth to aſſure us of it, 2. He hath given his own 'Son, 
-oſeal it unto us, by the moſt powerful and convincing 
dence imaginable; by his Miſſion from Heaven on 

+ Mourpoſe to tell usir; by his Miracles; by atteſtations* 
om Heavens by the laying down his own Life in 
as witneſs of it; by his Reſurretion and Aſcenſion z by 
the miraculous Miſſion of his Holy Spirit viſibly and 
axdibly. Again, 3. He hath confirmed it to us, by the 
Dottrine and Miracles of his Apoſtles ; by their Death 
ad Martyrdom ; as a Witneſs of the Truth they 
aught z by the numerous Converts, and Primitive Chri- 
ans, and Godly Martyrs, who all lived and died in this 
Fach, and for it; who.made it their choice rather to 
Wer afflictions with the People of God, than to enjoy 
depleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, declaring plainly that 
hey ſought a better City and Country, that is, a Hea- 
enly, Heb. 11. IF, 25. and this Country, ard this 
ly they had in their Eye, even while they lived in this 
twableſome World : And this proſpect, this hope, and 
Eapetation, rendred this lower World of no great value 
Fo them, the pleaſures thereof they eſteemed but low 
ad little, and the troubles and uneaſineſs thereof they 
dundergo patiently, cheerfully, and contentedly; for 
hey looked beyond them, and placed their hopes, their 
teaſure,their comfort above them.And even whiles they 
wrein this Life, yer they did, by their faith and hope, 
aticipare their own happineſs,andenjoyed by faith,cven 
tefore they actually poſſeſſed it by fruition z for Faith 
whe ſubſtance of things hoped for, Heb.,z 1,and makes thoſe 
x2 things 
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things 'preſent by the firmneſs of a ſound p hat 
which are in themſelves future and to come. ape tb 
And this is that, which will have the fame effet wi_h® 
us, if we live and believe as they did z and be but ing 
ly, and ſoundly perſwaded of the truth of the Gofdit#*" 
thus admirably confirmed unto us. Th s the vittoryth hat |, 
overcometh the world, even our yon _—_ _ 38. Thejalt® % 
L live by faith, 2 Cor.5.7. We live by Faith, a8 
Hs Me Rin excellenr is that paſſage to this pillt*? 
poſe, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17, 18. For which cauſe we faint 
but though onr outward man periſh,yet our inward mani * 
newed day by day. For our light affiition, which is burfalif*" 
moment, worketh for ms a far more' exceeding and eteni 
weight of Glory, While we look not at the things which ai 
ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen; for the thi f fin 
which ave ſeen, are temporal, but the things which artwit* 
ſeen, are eternal, | © bn 
And therefore, if we do but ſeriouſly believe the tlit® 
of the Goſpel, the truth of the life ro come, the beſt all 
ternal things of this World will. ſeem bur of ſmallmoW*: 
ment to take up the choiceſt of our deſires or hopes, ali”; 
the worſt things this World can inflit will appear wee: 
light toprovoke us to impatience or diſcontent. Hethalt” 
hath bur Heaven and everlaſting Glory in proſpett, atf**" 
a firm expectation, will have a mind full of contentand Ne 
in the midſt of the loweſt and darkeſt condition here witt 
Earth. Impatience and diſcontent never can ſtay lay; 
with us,if we awake our minds, and ſummon up our faith” 
and hope in that life and happineſs ro come. Suddeif'?* 
paſſions of impatience and diſcontent, may like cloubRt-. 
ariſe and trouble us for a while, bur this faith, andth Li 
hope rooted in the Heart, if tirred up, will, like theSm,B,- 
ſcatter and diſpel them, and cauſe the light of patience” 
Contentation and Comfort to ſhine rhrough them, * ns 
And as we have the hope of Immortality and Ble ef 
. ſedneſs ſer before us, ſo the Means and Way to attain tl: : 
is cafic and open toall; no Perſon is excluded mo P 
chat 
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Sac willfully excludes not himſelf, Iſa. Fr.z. To ev 
"Mae that thirſtethh, come ye tothe waters, and he that hat 
ih woncy, come 16, buy and eat without money and without 
 Wrice. Rev. 22. 17. Whoſoever will, let him take of the 
ers of life freely. Mar. 11.28, Come wnto me-all ye 
"le lebowr and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you ret. 
he way to cverlaſting iy 4am and conſequently to 
Mcentation here, 1s la; = coal, It was the greac 
"Walon why God made Mankind, to communicare ever- 
"Willing Happineſs to them and when they wilfully threw 
«Way that Happineſs, it was the end why he ſent his Son 
- Mato the World, to reſtore Mankind untoit, And as the 
"Sy is open toall, ſb it is eaſie to all; his Yoak is caſie 
Wood his Burthen light. The terms of atraining Happineſs, 
WW ſincerely endeavoured, are caſie to be performed, by 
Wintue of that Grace, that Almighty affords to all 
"Mien, that do not wilfully reje& it: namely, robelicve 
ſhe truth of the Goſpel, ſo admirably confirmed ; and 
"Wacerely to endeavour to obey the Precepts thereof, 
- Wiich are both juſt and reaſonable, highly conducing to 
—W@Contentation in this liſe,and conſummaring our Hap-" 
— Wie in the life to come: And for our encouragement 
+Wthis obedience, we are ſure to have, if we deſire it, 
We Special Grace and = Blefſed Spirit to afliſt us, and 
*Wmerciful Father to accept of our ſincerity, and a gra- 


* Woas Saviour to pardon our failings and deficiencies. So: 
Wat the way to attain Contentation in this life,and Hap- 


| 
$ a * ” . #t o 0 s 
"Wweſs in the life ro come, as it is plain and certain, ſoitis 
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9andfree, none is excluded from ir, but it ne and 
4,W7en to all rbat are bur willing to uſe this means ro at- 
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. Way it. 
|| And I ſhall wind up all this long Diſcourſe touching 
Fontentation with this plain and ordinary Inftance, I 
Woe defore ſaid thar our Home,our Country is Heaven 
{@xeverlaſting Happineſs, where there are no forrows, 
Fears, nor troubles, that this World is the place of 
P# travel, and pilgrimage, and at the beſt _— 
ow 
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Now when 1 am in.my journey, I meet with fey! 
conveniencies; it may. be the way.is, bad and fc " 
weather tempeſtuous and ſtormy z it may be Lmee k i 
ſome rough Companions, that either turn me ourg 
way, oralldaſh anddirtme init, yet I content my 
for all will be mended when I come home: 
chance to lodge at my Inn, there it may be I meet 
bad entertainment, the Inn is full of Gueſts, andlg La 
thruſt into an inconvenient Lodging, or ill Diet, yu 
content my ſelf, and conſider it is no other than why 
have reaſon to expe. it is but according to the com 
condition of things in that place ; neither am 1 
citous to furniſh my Lodgings with better accom 
tions, for I muſt not expect to make long ſtay hen 
but my Inn, my place of repoſe for a night, and ne 
home; and therefore I content my ſelf with it as. li 
it, all will be amended when come home. In the 
manner it is with this'World ; perchance I meet y 
an ill and uncomfortable paſſage through it, I har 
fickly Body, a narrow Eſtate, meet with affronts; 
diſgraces,loſe my Friends, Companions andRelationsz 
beſt entertainment in it is but troubleſome and unealy 
But yet I do content my ſelf; I conſider ir is but myth 
grimage, my Paſſage, my Inn; z It is not my Country 
the place of my Reſt : this kind of uſage or conditiogi 
bur according to the Law 'and Cuſtom of the Place, 
will be amended when I come home, for in my Fathe! bo 
Houſe there are Manſions; many Manſions inſtead olni# 
Inn, -and my Saviour himſelf hath not diſdained to: anc 
my Harbinger ; heis gone thithzr before me, and gouff the 
to prepare a place for me, I will therefore quiet ang. a + 
tent my ſelf with the inconveniencies of my ſhort x 
ney, for my accommodations will be admirable wha iti 
come to my home, that heavenly 7eruſalem, which! po 
.the place of my Reſt and Happineſs, 
But yet we muſt withal remember, that though He ty 
venis our home, the place of our Reſt and HappineWy 
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yer this World is a place for our Duty and Employment, 
it te muſt uſe all honeſt and lawful means ro preſerve 
—_— and our Comforts by our honeſt care and dilt- 
a + Avi is-our duty to wait thetimetill our Lord 
Maſter calls;'ſo it' is part of our task in this World 
us by the great Maſter of the: Family of Heaven 
\. Wnt, ro be employed for the Temporal good of our 
Fives and others. "Iris indeed our principal buſineſs to 
= ſour ſelves for our everlaſting home,and tothink of it; 
= boricisa part of our duty and att of Obedience, whiles 
xo are here, ro:employ our ſelves withrhoneſty and dih- 
ul gence'in our remporal employments :. Though we are 
uy notto ſer our hearts upon the conveniencies of this life, 
© yer we are not to reject them, but to'uſe them Thank» 
to fully'and Soberly ; for they are bleſſings thar deſerve our 
In Gratirude, though they ought notentirely to take up 
a our hearts. Again, though Crofles and Aflitions mutt 
ul be-the exercite of our patience, we muſt not wilfully 
Chooſe them, nor run into them. Let God beſtill the 
Matter of his own Diſpenfation, for he is Wiſe, and 
bows whar is fit for us, when we know not what is ſo fic 
«2 firbur ſelves. When he ſends them, 'or permics them, 
mY arduty is Patience and Contentation, but commonly 
«wr own choice is headftrong and fooliſh. - 
Twas the Error of many new Converts to Chriſtia- | 
-Y ney, that they thought, that when Heaven and Heaven- 
ng k-mindedneſs was prefled, thatpreſently they muſt caſt 
Wall care of the World, deſert their Callings, and buſily 
ety thruſt themſelvesinro dangers, that ſo 
a be quit of all worldly care and bufineſs,and 
itſelf, This the Apoſtles frequently reprove, and 
; how 'the error of it, and that juitly : For the truth of 
nagis, our continuance in this Life, and in our honeſt em- 
poyments and callings, our thankful uſe of external bleſ- 
Y fnps here, and our honeſt endeavours for them ; the en- 
116 pour to do good in our places, ſo long as we conti- 
ein them ; our prudent prevention of external evils, 
O are 
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. are part of that obedience we owe: to our Maker, wn 
-part of that Exerciſ@ or Tazk that is given us by hit:y 
-performin this life; and our cheerfu}, fairhful, diliga 
converſation herein, is fo far from being incorpa 
Chriſtianity, thatitis part of our Chriſtian dury; added 
that ſetvice weoWeto our Maker ;z and it is indeed the 
Exerciſe of our patience, and the evidence of a to 
zented mind: for whoſoever grows fo weary of thÞ :. 
:World, that preſently, with froward fonehb, he withaÞ 
to die, or throws off all, it is a ſign of want of thatCyy Rk 
aentation that is here commended; becauſe true Cop- 
_rentation cohfifts in a cheerful and ready: compliang 
with the Will of God, and hot in a froward preference 
of our own willor choice, It was partofour Saviar; 
excellent Prayer for his Diſciples, 7obn 17. 15. 7:j# 
not that tho ſhonldeſt take them ont-of the world, but thi 
thos ſhoxldeſt keep them from evil. 146 
"The buſineſs therefore of theſe Papers is to let:yuy 
ſee, what are the helps to attain Patience and Contents 
tion in this World, 'that our paſſing:through it maykk 
ſafe and comfortable, and agreeable tothe Willof God 
and to remedy that impatience and diſcontent which 
is ordinarily found among Men : To teach Men how» 
amend their lives, inſteadof being weary of them" md 
to thake the worſt conditions in the: World cafie nd 
comfortable, by making the mind quiet, patichr, gu 
thankful. Fer'ris the diſcontented and impatient mini 
thatcruly makes che World much more- uneaſic thank 
is in it (eff, "Y 
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thong Affiition cometh not forth of the duſt, 
"neither doth trouble ſpring out of the ground : 
InMan is born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly 


"'Ypward. | 


FOZ's Friends, though in the particular Caſe.of 
766, they were miftaken,yert they were certainly 
very wiſe, godly and obſerving Men ; and many 
of their Sentences were full of excellent and uſe- 
& ful truths, and particularly this Speech of Eli- 
we, 'Which importeth theſe two uſeful Propoſitions. 

1, That the general ſtate of Man in this World is @ ſtate 
f Trouble and Aflitiony and ic is ſo common to him, 
incident to all degrees and conditions of Mankind, 
that.ic ſeems almoſt as univerſal, as that natural pro- 
+ Bfcofion in the ſparks to fly upward : No Perſon of what= 
05 Bbever age, ſex, condition, degree, quality, profeſſion, 
wt hath a part in this common ſtate of Mankind : and 
F®iwugh ſome ſeem to have a greater portion of ir than 
ets, ſome ſeem to haye greater and longer viciſſi- 
O 2 rudes 
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tudes and intermiſſions and allays thereof than other, 
yet none are totally exempr from it: yea, it is rare 
find any Man, that hath had the ordinary extent ofthe 
Age of Man, but his Troubles, Crofles, Calamiries, Aj 
<ctions, have over-weighed and exceeded the meaſurey 
his Comforts and Contentments in this Life. | 
2; That yet thoſe Affi:ions and troubles do neithe 
grow up by a certain regular and conſtant- courſe of 
Nature, as Plants and Vegetables do out of the Gr! 
neither are they meer accidental and caſual ; but the 
are ſent, d:ſpoſed, direfted, and managed by the condutt 
and guidance of the moſt Wiſe Proyidence of 4lmig 
God: and this he provethin the ſequel of this Chapter, 
Andas in all things in Nature the moft wiſe God dothns- 
thing at random, or at a venture, ſo in this part ofhi 
Providential Diſpenſation towards Mankind, he doth 
exerciſe the fame, with excellent Wiſdom, and for e 
cellent Ends ; even for the very good and advantage of mi 
Mankind in general, and particularly of thoſe veryPer & we 
ſons that ſeem moſt to ſuffer and be afflifted by. them; fd 
ſometimes to puniſh, ſometimes to correct, ſometimesto | 46 
prevent, ſometimes to heal, ſometimes to prepare ,ſome- ſh - 
rimes to humble, always to inſtruct, and teach, and het- 
ter the Children of Men. _ 
And indeed, if there were no other end but the 
that follow, This ſeeming ſharp Provid:uce of Almighty 
God would be highly juſtified: namely, firſt to keey 
Men Humble and Diſciplinable, Man is a proud, vain 
Creature; and were that humour conſtantly fed with 
proſperity and ſucceſs, ic would ftrangely puff up thi 
vain humour : AﬀMitions and Troubles are the excel- 
tent and neceſſary correttives of ir, and prick this ſmel 
ting impoſtumartion of Pride and Haughrinefs, which 
would otherwiſe render Men intolerable in themſelves 
and one to another. Secondly, to bring Mankind to 
recognize Almighty God, to ſeek unto him, to depend 
vpon him: This is the moſt natural and ſpecial effet 
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ſeek me early.” fonah x. The rough and ſtubborn Mari- 


rs in'a ftorm, will cry every one to, his God. Thirdly, 
To Tutor and Difcipline the Children of Men in this 
grear Leſſon, Thar their happineſs lies not in this World, 
butin a better ; and by this means even by the Croſſes 
and Vexarions and Troubles of this World, and by theſe 
plain and ſenſible Documents to carry Mankind up to 
the End of their Beings. ' God knows thoſe few and lit- 
t&Comforts of this Life, norwithſtanding all the Trou- 
ples and Croſſes with which they are interlarded,are apt 
tokeep the hearts even of good Men, in too great love 
of this World. What would become of us, if our whole 
Lives here ſhould bealtogether proſperous and conten-- 
ding, without the intermixture of Croſſes and Afliftions? 
Bur of theſe things more hereafter. 

"Now ſince the ſtate of Mankind in this World is for the 
moſt part thus Cloudy and Stormy, and that ordinarily 
we can expect it to be no otherwiſe, there are theſe Con- 

lerations which become every wiſe and good Mind to 
acquaint himſelf with. SEE 

3: What Preparation is fit to be made by every Man 
=” before they come. 

2. How they are to be received, and entercained,and 
\  1mproved, when they come, and while they are in- 
cumbenr. | | | 
3. What is the beſt and ſafeſt temper of mind when 

any of them are removed. | 

"7, Touching rhe firſt of theſe, namely, Preparation 
before they come ; and the beſt Preparatives ſeem to be 
theſe : | 
-T. A right and ſound conviction, and conſideration of 
this moſt certain experimental Truth, namely, That's | 
wan whatſoever, how good, juſt, pious, wiſe ſoeyer, car; 
by any means expe ro be exempt from them, bur mi:!t 


bemore or leſs ſubje ro Aﬀflitions, of one kind vr other, 


at one time or another, in one meafure or another ; for 
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man is certainly born toTrouble,as the ſparks fly upward, 
' And this certain Truth will be eyident, if we conſider. 
the ſeveral kinds of Aﬀition that are common to Maps | 
kind: and herein I ſhall forbear the Inſtances which gag: 
cern onr Childhogd and Youth, as ſuch, which yer nap. 
withſtanding are ſubject to Afflictions, that though they 
ſeem not ſuch to Men of riper years, yet are as real and 
pungent,and deeply & ſenſibly grievous:to them,as tho 
that ſeem of greater moment to Men of riper years :Byt 
I ſhall apply my {elf tothoſe Inſtances which are more 
evident, and of which thoſe that have the exerciſe,of 
their reaſon may be more capable. _ _. " 
Affliftions ſeem to be of ewo &inds : x. Such are Comp 
mon Calamities, befalling a Nation, City, or Socictyof 
Men: 2. or more perſonal, that concern a Man inhjs 
particular. | | | 
I. Touching the former of theſe, namely, Commey 
Calamities, ſuch are Wars, Devaſtations, Famines, Peſt 
lences, ſpreading Contagions, Epidemical Diſeaſes, great 
Conflagrations; experience tells us, and daily lets us ſer, 
that they involve in their extent the generality of Men, 
good and bad, juſt and unjuſt, pious and profane: and al 
though the gracious God is ſ:metimes pleaſed, for endy 
beſt known to himſelf, ſtrangely co preſerve and reſcue 
asit were, ſome out of a common Calamity, ver itis 
that which do not know how any Man can promiſe him- 
ſelf, though otherwiſe never ſo pious and juſt, becauſe 
1 find not that any where under the Evangelical Diſpen; 
ſation God Almighty hath promited to any perſon any 
ſuch immuaity ; and common experience ſhews us, that 
good and badare oftentimes involved in the effects and 
Extremities of the ſame common calamity: and indeed it 
would be hictle leſs than a Miracle, and ſomewhat above 
the ordinary courle of theAlmighty's regiment of things, 
x0 give particular exemption in ſuch NG. If a Manre- 
ceive any ſuch Bleſſing from God, he is bound eminently 
$0 acknowledge it as.2 ſignal, if not miraculous inter- 
bp. to -34 ov + & a ain £8: NSF. ; p , yention 
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venticnof the Divine Mercy ; but at is.notchat which a: 
'Man'can reajonably expect ; becauſe, although vpon 


cand momentous occaſions Almighty God is plea» 


N arvaly to give out: Miracles, but eyven-to pri 

them alſo, asin the juſtifying of the truthof the Goſpel, 
inthe firit publication thereof, yer it isnot equalforany: . 
particular perſon roſuppole, that for the preſervation ofa, 


rejcular intereſt or concernment,Gad Almighty ſbavuld 
as it were engaged to putforth a Miracle or lictle leſs: 
than a Miracle ; and the reaſens hereof are, Srl 
x.. Becauſe under the Evangetical diſpenſation, the Re- 
ward of goodneſs, piety, and obeqrence are of another 
tind; and of greater moment, namely, Ecernal happi- 
jeſs and not exemption from Temporal Calamities ; if 
dimighty God grant tuch an exemption, it 18of bounty 
andabundance, not of promiſe. ic is true, under thr Otd 
(ivenant with the people of Iifracd, their Promiſes were in 
great meaſure of temporalbenefits, and the Adminiftra» 
vonof that Church, as itwas in a great:meaſure Typi- 
cal, ſo the Divine Adminiſtration over them was uſually 
Miraculous, both in their bleflings, preſervations and 
exemprions : And their was ſpecial reaſon for it ; for 
they were to be a Monument to all mankind, and aiſo 
to future ages, of a ſpecial and ſignal Regimear ; and 
e6nſequently che obedient might upon the Account: of 
theDivine Promiſe expett Bleſſings and Deliverances, 
erenin publick Calamitics that might befall che People 
ingeneral : Butwe have no warrant to carry over-thoſe 
Promiſes of Temporal Benefits and exemptions to the 0+ 
bedience underthe Goſpel, whichas it is:founded upon 
another Covenant, fo it is furniſhed with iberrer-.Pro- 
miſes. . I 

' 2. Becauſe the beſs of Men inthis life, bawe ſins avd fails 
m7; enow, to juftifie-the Juſtice of Almighty God, inex- 
poling them-to-temporal Calamities ; and yerthis Mercy, 
Goodneſs and Bounty, is abundantly magnified in-re- 
ſerving a reward in Heaven far beyond the morit.of 
wa ESE O 4 xheir 
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their beſt obedience and durifulaeſs2'So_that thath 

arc expoſed to Temporal Calamities, Almighty God 

remains not only a True and Faithful, bur a Liberabay 

ber nies Lord unto- them in theireverlaſting remark A 
4+ 1/7. Rom. 8; 18. Whatare light Aflictions, am Ki 

$0 hes Moment; in compariſon to:an-eternal wei thei n Witt 


of Glory ? And'the latter is the reward of their Obedis Wie 
ence under the Goſpel,while the former may be poſi h "Y 
the puniſhment or at leaſt correCtion for their ſins.: 53 , 
And therefore,” although at the in rercefſion of by 
ham, the Lord was- pleaſed to grant a relaxation of tþ 
deſtruction of Sodoms, for the ſake of ten Righteous,ir Was C 
an at of his bounty 2 and ſo it was when he delivered ſc 
Let and his Family :-yethe had nor been-unjuſt if he had Wain 
ſwept them away in that common temporal calamity, Hutt 
becauſe poſſible the ſins of Lor himſelf might have been Wilt 
ſuch, as might have acquitted the juſtice of God in} WV 
doing : For the higheſt temporal calamity is not difpro» Wd: 
portionate toany one Sin : And although he were pleas Fine 
ſed in Mercy to ſpare Lot and his two Daughters, yet Wthe 
ncither was he wholly exemped from thar great cal i 
mity ; for his Houſe, Goods and the reſt of his Fam 
periſhed in thar terrible Conflagration. 
' '-And-upon this Conſideration, we have juſt cauſe to 
blame two ſorts of perſons ; namely, 1. The raſh cenſureof 
ſome inconſiderare perſons, that are too ready to Cen» 
ſure all ſuch as fall under a common calamity, whether 
of Fire, Sword, -or Peſtilence ; as if ſo be they were 
therefore greater ſinners than thoſe that eſcape : the 
error reproved by our Saviour in the inſtance of the Ga- 
lileans, and thoſe upon whom the Tower of S:loanfell, 
Luk, 13. v. I. 2. John. 9.2.3. 2. The miſtaken apy 
prehenſjon of Men concerning themſelves, that upon an 
opinion of their own righteouſneſs or deſert, think rhems 
ſelves exempted from the ſtroke of comman calamities, 
orare ready toaccuſe the Divine Juſtice, ifthey are not 
delivered from them, If they truly conſidered the juſt 


demeric of any fin, and their own fins and failings, we 
would, 
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Fld both acknowledge the Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
Lad if be reſerve an Eternal Reward of their Obedience, 
L Bighe expoſe them to the worſt of 'Temporal Evils. 

kw a Concerning Perſonal Evils,: they are of ſeveral 
& Minds;., xr. Such as befal rhe Body, 2. Such as befal the 
wState.-3- Such as befal the Name, 4. Such asa Man's 


tends or Relations. | 
« Touching the firſt of rheſe Evils, namely, that be- 
lthe Body, they are of two kinds ; 1. Some that are 
Ko cpidemical or univerſal upon all men ; fuch are 
Kiſfhltics or accidental hurts, Diſeaſes ſpringing from 
eparticular -complexion or temperament of perſars, - 
hasarc hereditary Diſeaſes, Diſeaſes incident rocer- 
viaApes, infeftious Diſeaſes ariſing from contagion, 
efation, ill diſpoſition of the Air or Waters. 2.Some 
ſenſes are incident unto every Man in the World, If 
Man lives to a great old age, his very Age is a Diſeaſe, 
Wdthe decay of nature, heat; and moiſture, doth in 
Fae bring the oldeſt Man to: his end; bur ifhe live nor , 
MWothe attainment of old age, moſt certainly as he meet 
Withdeath in the concluſion, ſo he meers with ſome Di- 
feorother that makes way for his diſſolution. So that 
nonthe whole account, though this or that man may 
tmeet with this or thar particular diſepſe, caſualty or 
lemper, that it may be atracks another, yer as ſure 
he3s mortal, ſo ſure ſhall ſome diſeaſe, diſtemper, 
aky. or weakneſs meet with him, thar ſhall bring 
tothe duſt of death. That perſon therefore that is 
jet co the Univerſal Edit and Law of death, is and 
be ſubjet ſooner or later to thoſe diſeales, ſick- 
ſs, caſualties or weakneſſes that muſt uſher in his 
athand diſſolution. And altho one man may eſcape 
cranical diſeaſe, another an acute diſeaſe : one Man 
eſcape a Contagion, another a Conſumption ; one 
amay eſcape this diſcaſe or caſi ra that,yer 
certain it is, that every Man ſhall meet with ſome 
aſe, diſtemper or caſualty that ſhall be ſufficien ro 
ware his compoſition, andputa period to his life, "4 
| 2. N-- 
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' 2. \Converning afflictions that particularly eq not n Þ 


a man in his Eſtate. Iris'very crue that ſome: are 5 


affliftedin- this'kind than orhers. Themore Wea un 


man hath, the more obnoxious to lofſes'; and them 
any min loves wealth, the deeper the afflitions of 


nature wounds bim : 'And this is generally true 14 


worldly matters whatſoever ; the-more a' man's h 
is ſer upon it, the deeper and the more bitter the ak 
or affliction is therem. But though affliftion in 


##, 


i 


kind, pinch ſome cloſer than others,” yer there'g c 


very few that roralſy eſcape in this kind. 
poor Man reckons it his AfﬀiQtion' that he 


_ wealth; andrhe rich man is not withour his afflii « 
eitherin foſs of it, or the fear of ſuch other» 6 Wear 


ate as real a rrouble as the loſs it ſelf: Fire and 
wrack,Envy and Oppreſlion, falſe Accuſations,Roblt 
a Prodigal Heir, or a falſe Friend, thouſands of fat 
ike avenues there are torich men's Treaſure ; nds 


ther they do actually attach ir, andchen rhey.cauſs FT " 


row , or they do continually menace it, and fot 
cauſe fear, Nay ſometimes a rich man hath as « 
affliftion in his not.knowing where or how ro ab 
his Wealth, ashe that wants rt. 

3. Tonching affliction in the Name : Moſt ce 
ly of all things mn'the World, a good name is moſt 
expoſed to the injury of any perſon ; a falſe accu ation | 
or falſe report, an action or word miſinterpreted. An 
hath no ſecurity of his Wealth againſt invaſions of ® 


thers;but he hath much lefs ſecurity rouching his] ame 


becauſe it is in keeping of others, more than of the 


himſelf ; and it is viſible to every man's experiend  PY4 


that he that hath the greateſt Name is moſt e 
fed to the envy, and therefore to the derrattionl t 
calumnies of others ; and he that values his nam 


reputation moſt, is eaſieſt blaſted and deeper we nf 


by a calumny though really falſe, than he thathe 
"y Touching Frieads : " Thereare owe _ that 


\ 


ah 77 


tlerepntation, or he tharefteems it lightly. HAST 
Wl | 
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ve-loGof friends + x, That which 2<v8 caſual, 
| yery Common whereby cicher friends becomes ©> 
.or at leaſt grow imo neg@tt ; which isſome- 
xs done by miſtepreſentariofs, falſe; reports, bypre- 

| of factions, by difierence.in marters of intertcf,: 
« Writ e declination ofa man's condition, 2. That which 
an ;Deach takes away a man's friends and relati- 
yy Gs form himgor him from them;zthe more friends and re- 

\Wtior pr the more loſſesof them or inthem, 
| neceflarily have upon this account : becauſe 
ror 7 or : of them is ſubject co all thoſe caſualties, that 
og n6s wr yn t@, whether in eſtate, -name, 

| - or death,-2nd conſt ly:, the more friends. 
Wy the more crolles, and calamities; for all 

ecraſles and lofies that befal any of my friends are 

— Wammur icated by me and in a manner made mine.:; and 
4 Wegre eer may number of friends and relations are, the - 
owe lofles of them and in them I am ſubject rog for 
F one of them is ſubject to the ſame calamities with 
l-ielf, which come in effect mine by participation. 
of $6 «the more friends and relations] have, and the 
re band nearer they are, the more croſſes I have, 
grticipating theirs : and every bitter Arrow char 
ain Wound any of them, glanceth upon me, and makes 
wounds the more, by how much the more friends 
rintelations Thave ; and makes them chedeeper, by 
wmnch'the nearer and dearer thoſe friends or relati-: 
Ware to me. 1c is true, that ina multitude of good and: 
anricnds and relations there is a communicartioniof 
weomforts ; butſince generally the Scene of every! 
> is fuller of cnoffes than comforts, troubles and 

of many friends or relations out-ballance.and 

a0 Jer no thoſe comforts. 

wid theſe crofſes and afflictions in Body, Eſtace, 
me and Friends, though poſſibly they. may not, ail 
Fm copether, or in their perfection, at oneTime, upon 
je one man ; yet as no manis exempt from any.of them 
i F time by any ſpecial priviledge, ſo —_ F 

they 
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they have Tallen in together in their perfeCtion, eveniphſ //2 
on ſore of the deft Men that weread of : Witneſtyhlina 
grearand ſignal Exatryleof Job, who at one time (wlhſtoe 
red the loſs of all his Children, of all his Servantsj\fro 
all his Goods, of his Great and Honourable Efteenijuiwits 
mong Men, of his Health; and beſides all rhis, lay indgſtat.a 
ſevereafflictions in his mind, and under the imputatihes 
of an Hypocrite with his beſt and judicious friends 
. 'Upon all this that hath been ſaid,' a Man may; wit; 
uponevident reaſon and experience, ought to concluitio 
That even the moZt ſincere Piety and Integrity of Heart lf 
Life cannot give any Man any exemption or privilege fray 
Affiions of ſome, or indeed of any kind. 0G? 
' And thu Conſideration alone is [uſficient. x. To fila t3tt 
and quier that murmuring and unquier, and provdD{nttir: 
ſtemper that often ariſeth in the minds of good Mullan 
themſelves; that are ready to think themſelves mui jo0 
injured if they fall under. the Calamities incidents 
Mankind : whereas the Juſt and Wiſe God never gunſind: 
any promiſe, or privilege, or exemption from Exterilih &! 
Calamities and Troubles to thoſe whom yet he owniultio 
his Children. 2. This conſideration is ſufficient ro'qunhtſl 
the minds of Perſons thus afflicted againſt the conmdſſh We: 
Temptation, which is apr to ariſe upon this occaſion wſh% 
if they were hated or forſaken of God, becauſe ſor 
_ afflicted: Whereas moſt certainly the favour or love alli*3 
God is not to be meaſured fimply by Externals; biift nu 
ther the Goſpel teacheth us a quire contrary leſſangtvm 
namely, Thar God is pleaſed to chaſten thoſe whom bo 
loveth beſt. Heb. 12. 3. This conſideration is ſufficienti_|Weu 
check the cenſorious humour, that is in many, wholiie8 
the Barbarians, preſently conclude that perſon or plamyti! 
ro be more ſinful than others, becauſe they ſuffer mai 
ic may be, than others, 4#s 28. 4. This was the une 
ritable, and indeed unreaſonable Error of 7ob's Fringe 
of old, and of many at this time in reference bothiwgy' 
publick and perſonal viſitations, 1" 


2 , 


Of Afiidions. 5 207 
+2, The: ſecond: good Preparative againſt Ailliftion 
"e frequent practical Swppoſition, wherewith we-are 
Ftocncer in-our ſelves, even in the time of our greateſt 

F q ſperity, That the caſe may, and probably will be altered 
mY nib w; Sod ſocaft our ſelves asit were into the. mould 
ld ao-afflicted condition- - For inſtance, I am now in. 
" $4 th; whatif Iyere now to'enter into the valley-of 
in the ſhado ſhadow of death, into ſome acute, or painful, or de- . 
ah eDiſcaſe ; how aml fitred with parience, refigna- 
n9 of my ſelf into the hand of God, contempr of the 
World ? for ſuch an eftate as this I muſt come to ſooner 

A r; how ſhall I bear or carry my ſelfin it; or under 
'in mere it now-upon me? -I have nowa plentiful Eſtate, 


14s 


ud 
TM, 
: 


on Weurrnal affluence ;' what, if at this moment, I were be- 


rofall ; cither by Fire or Depredation, how were my 
wad fitted wich humility and patience to ſubmit to a 
| oor, men wanting condition? I have now a good 
ll taband, Wife, Children, many Friends that eſteem me, 
ba Ja arefaithful tome; what if God ſhould in a momenc 
ive me of all theſe? what if my deareſt Friends 

" hor (d become my bittereſt Enemies, how ſhould I bear 
el ay.clf under theſe Changes ? I have agreatname'and 
þ kem.in the World ; what if in a moment, a black cloud 

i fdfamy and Scorn and Reproach was drawnover it, 
rely 0 {that I ſhould become a ſcorn and reproach, :wirh 
687930. 8. among Children of Fools? yea, Children of 
ett a & Men viler than the earth. How werel fitted. with. 
(ſar, dumi Ity and.evenneſs of Mind to comport with ſuch a 
e a Grion, trill it pleaſeth God by his Providence and me- 
actuation of my. Innocence, if he think fir, roſcatrer 
like thy black cloyd of Calumny and Reproach, or if nor, 
Jace fequietly under it to enjoy the teſtimony of a good 
ae @cience and my own Integrity 2 Theſe and the like 
ha- xi pations of troubled and aftlifted condirions,would 
n ; __ and fir our minds to bear them, furniſh us 
oth ſuitable rempers for them; render them eaſie to 
+ Fawhen they come ; and keep our Souls in a due;ſtate of 
17; $ mode- 
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moderation and warchfulneſs before they come © Aitt7; 
gnod\Martyr Bilney before bis Marryrdom,by often pull. 
ting his Finger into the Candle made the Flames, "will 
he was after to endare, more familiar and talerah % 

'- 3c: The rhird- Preparartrve againſt Aﬀidtion and'ay 
rmitous Seaſons, / is tO reaſon our ſelves off from overiuulh..,. 
leve and valuation of theWorld, and tho beſt things it, 
fords. . ' Philoſophy hath made ſome ſhort Eſſay in thigh 
ſineſs;; but the Dotftrine of the Goſpel harh given ily; 
more noble and effeftual Topicks and Arguments,' tlallle.. 
. enyPhiloſophy ever did or can: T. By giving us aphlie 
and clear cftimate and valuation of this World, and 8... 
that ſeems moſt valuablein ir ; bur this is'not all, 'buraic. 
By ſhewing us plainly and clearly a more valuable, av 
tain and durable eitate after Death, and'a way of 
taining it, with much more Eafe and Contenration;hay 


« 5 


W 


( &. bm * 


we can attain the moſt ſplendid temporals of this Worlllligy 


Certainir is, thatthe weight and ſtreſs of Afictions jillh;y 


Croffes lies not ſo much in the things themſelves, whidls, » 
we ſuffer in them or by them, as in that over-valuatinlle 


that we pur upon thoſe conveniences which Afidtinilis,. 
or Crofles deprive us of. When News was brow 


to that Noble Rowan of the Death of his Son, it Willis 


ration wrought in him, Novi me genwiſſe wort alem; thought 
perchance, it was not without a mixture of Stoical yas 
glory.  Weſet roogreat a value upon our Health, ol 
Wealch, our Reputation z and that makes us unablewlih 
bear,with thatevenneſs and contentedneſs of mind;the gh, 
loſs of them, by Sickneſs, Poverty, Reproach. We ily 
too great a rate upon our temporal Life here, becaieis: 
we {er too great arateupon this World, to the enjoy 


« a 
i W='3 
; 
CI 


ment whereof this Life here is accommodated andpro-thy 


tioned ; and that makes us fear Death,not only as tht lg, 
Tuine of Nature, but as that which purs a Period to Wilky 


our Comforts: Whereas had we bur Faith enough ole! 


believe the Evangelical Truths, touching our furureF: 


Hap i | 


- 
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 WMoppinefs, it would make us not defire Death,. becauſe 
0 pemmig Cd tink of this Life: 
Tor atid one thing neceſſary, 
prcofcar Death, becauſe. we ſce a greater. fruition 
:enjoyed after it, than all 'the Glory of this qr 5a 


cas a yield. 

mol 4 be: Preparative againſt Aflictions is to keep 
W% i jj Innocence, anda Good Conſcience before it comes. 
7 aig nis the fting of Dearh,ſo ic is the ſting of Affliction; 
ad th Rn indeed gives the greateſt bitrerneſs and 
Sth unto Afﬀiidtion : and the reaſon is this, becauſe 
ior = akens and diſables that part in Man, which muſt 
0 Brand ſupport it. This is thac which the, Wiſe Man ob- 
= aewts, Prov. 18. 14. The Spiris of s Man will [uſt ain his 
Of FI tier; but a wounded Spirit who can bear? which is 
* 5 than this: Ir is the Mind and Spirit of Man 
Say principled, that doth bear and carry a Man 
ogh thoſe Difficulties and Affliftions and Infirmities, 

Bader which he is; bur if that Spirit or Mind, which 
he b dcarry and bear thoſe evils, be hurt or wounded, 
WShint or infirm ; what is there left in a Man to bear 
- which indeed (ſhould be) our ſupport ? Innocerice 
| bn good Conſcience keeps the Mind and Spirit of a 
Fan courage and confidence: andindeed ir hath an 
ot fr ee and ſuffrage and atteſtation: and ſupport from 
: God of Heaven,to whom a good Conſcience can with 
-Fazumble confidence appeal, as Hezekiah did under'a 
mon Affliction, /ſs. 38. and this acceſs to Almighty-God 
" agve new ſupplics, ſuccors and ſtrength ro the Soul, 
— War it up under very great and preſſing Aﬀflictians. 
—a&-on theorher ſide, Sin doth difable the Soul to.bear 
| = dn till it be throughly Repentedof. 1. Becauſe 
"= "eh in a great meaſure, emaſculate and weaken the 
4 goarof a Man, wakes it'poor, cowardly and unableto 
hare (elf up under the prefſure of Afﬀiiftions. 2. Itdoth 
Be great meaſure obſtruct the intercourſe between 

Wand the Soul, and that influence that might m_ 

| wou 
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-would otherwiſe. be derived to the Spirit or Mind\g/Wi 
Man by the God of the Spirits of all fleſh. "mo «thi 
©" Therefore: the: beſt preparative: againſt: AiQion: 
To bave the Soul as clear as may be from the x 7 bo 
Sin: :-''T, By au innocent and watchful" life in che't 
of our - Proſperity, before Affliction attachus : 2.” Of Ba 
leaſt, -By « ſpeedy, fincere, and hearty Repentance wh Fit 
committed ; and- this Repentance to be ſpeedy, bell 
Aflition come : - For althongh it is true thatin J : 
times Affliction is the Meſſenger of God to awak ke s | | 
Sinner to Repentance, and thar Repentance is ace | | 
by the Merciful God, yet that Repentance is moſt 
ly and cafily, and renders Afflictions' leſs difficulta Ad 
troubleſome, which prevents Afﬀfliftions, and perforni4 
one great end and uſe of Affliction before it comes,” ſk FP 
that hath a Soulcleanſed by Faith and Repentanceſ 
the guilr of Sin, before the ſeverity of Affliction & 
upon him, hath bur one work to\do, namely, cofirdi 
ſelf with Patience to undergo the ſhock of a_ 
But he that defers his Repentance, till driven tot! 
Affliftion, his work is more difficult, becauſe it is double 
namely, to begin his Repentance, and to bear 
Affliction. d | 
And becauſe in many things we offend all, and 'Þ - 
beſt have their failings and fins of daily incurſions 
«: daily rev ſing and examining of our own failings, 
renewing of our Repenrance for our daily faulswan 
ſingular uſe to render Aflictions eafie, becauſe _ - 
tance cleanſeth the Soul, and rendersa man'iin on 
ceptation as ifhe had not offended. «br than 
5. The next Preparative againſt Affliction is to- we 97 
an Humble Mind. When Afflition meers with a proviiunn 
heart, full of Opinion of its own worth and goodnielgjo 
there ariſeth more trouble, and rumulr, and difora, uw 
and diſcompo{ure in the conteſt of fuch a heart againlny. 
the Affliction, than poſſibly can ariſe from the Aid 


is ſelf ; and the ſtrugling of that diſtemper of preg 
with 


as SZ 


_ iy -2F1 

< + the: Affliction galls-and intangles:the-mind more 

| jew the ſevereſt Aflition,: and renders: a man: very 

ft ow itand unable to bear it. Jſa. x5. 20. The Pro- 

cribes it, her Sons at the head: of every ſtreet 

ie-like a wild Bull in aNet. Bur on the other fide, 

2 . "rcwrrly lowly mind,:is calm and patient, /and falls 

c@ with-caſe upon an afflicted condition; for the truth is, 

<M-hegreat evil of ſuffering is not ſo much. i in the thing a 

lMan ſuffers, as in the, mind and temper of ſpirit of the 

Man tharmncets with itz an humble mind .is a mind right- 

pared with the greateſt facility to receive the ſhock 

any Afﬀiction, forſuch-a mind is already as low as 
= FP f jon can ordinarily-ſer it. 

ll-»And certainly, ifany Man conſider aright;he hath ma- 

4 Py ant canſes to keep his Mind always humble; 1. 1n 

ral epec of Almighty God, the great and glorious King of _ 

ren and Earth, whom ifa Man contemplate, he will 

mthis mouth in the duſt, acknowledge himſelf ro. be 

it'a poor worm, and therefore unworthy to diſpute 

j[ Divine Diſpenſations, Providencees, or Permiſſions. 

tk alpreſpect of himſelf. He that conſiders aright himſelf, 

wins and failings and corruptions, will have: cauſe e- 

W008 ah to humble himſelf, and reckon that he is juſtly ob- 

pl amcus tothe ſevereſt Croſſes and Afflictions. Why doth 

ot bving Man complain ? « Man for the puniſhment of his 

an WE $8. 3. 39. "Tis mercy enough the AfﬀMiction ex- 

jb offmds not yer 1o far as his life ; a living Man to complain, 

hes: a reprehenſion init ſelf of the complaint. 

"a = ; Another moſt ſingular prepararion againſt  Afli- 

bs ti 8a ſteady reſolved Kefpgnation of a Man's ſelf to 

jll and good pleaſure of Almighty God, and that upon 

as of the greateſt reaſon imaginable. For 1. It is 

ut Sovereign Will; for his Will muſtbe done whe- 

e will or not : therefore it is the higheſt piece of 

himaginable to conteſt with him, that will nor, can- 

may not be controlled. It is rrue we have com- 


ntopray to him, /to deliver us from eyil,but when 
P we 
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wehave'fo'done, we muſt withal defire'tharflis'wll 4 


AF] oro 
Ft 
2X 


us, Marth. 26. 39. -Farher, if it be poſſible, ler thir raps a 


from me, yer noÞmy will' out thy "will be done. 


therefore ſubmivro that 'will-whith whether thou will 


'orno, thou muſt, thou-ſhalr endure ; for' his Williste b 
\ moſt Sovereign Will, the Will 8f'the abſolute Monanll 5: 


''1 


'of 'Heaven and Earth. 2. *As'it' is'the moſt Sovereinll iv 


Will, ſoit isthe moſt Wife'Will ; wharhewills hewibl-i 
not fimply [pro'imperio, but his Will is founded upon M 


-direted by amoft Infinite Wiſdom : and fince thourmy 


'not, upon any''tolerable account, judge thy Willwik F 


than his, it becomes thee to reſolve thy:poor, nary 
inconfiderate will, in the Will of the moſt-WiſeiGa 


3-Asit is a moſt Wiſe Will, ſo the Will of Godiva 


'cettainly the moſt Beneficenr and Beft Will, Whatts- 


'ſon haſt 'thou to ſuſpect rhe beneficence of his "WL gt 
whoſe Will atone gave thee thy Being, "that he' might wp 


"communicate his Goodneſs ro that 'Being of. thize, li 
which he freely gave thee? Ir is true, 'it may bei $0 


doſt nor ſee the reaſon, the'end, the uſe of his Diſpehk: 


rions, yet be content with an Implicit Subrmifſiontous-Y th 
ſignthy ſelf up to his diſpoſal, . and reſt affared ic ſhalli the 


*beft for thee,though thou yet canſt nor underſtant# 


ir means. If he hath given theea hearcroreſignupth la 


will'unto' his,” be confident he'will never miſlead thit, 


nor/give thee cauſe ro repent of traſting him. / Ir waealſſ lie 


noble pitch of a Heathen's mind, namely, Zpi 


me, 0 /upiter, & tu fatum, «0 quo ſutn'a mbis deft ian; ar 


ſequar enim alacriter : quod ſt noluero, & improbu 


Fequar nihilominus. Whichymay be thus better E ſhe: $ "q 


In cy:ry enterprize this onght to be our Prayer ; Gut i 08 a 
God, and thow Drvme Providence according to thine wiv 


pointment ; 1 will with chearfulnefs follow : which, if Bf 
decline to do, I ſhall be an undatiful Man, and yet foul 


verthelefs follow thy appointment, whether 1 will or not Wit pb 


Chrili 


ans have learned a Reafon' of a nobler: deſcent, 
',' That all things ſhall work together for good, 20 
tlowe God, mn 8.28, And certainly vas 
j0-greater evidence [of thy love-to him] than to 
n be the Will of God the guide, rule, and meaſure of 
hi line On. 
©. /Iſhall conclude with that great Preparative,which 
indeed the: completion of all that 'is before ſaid; and 
aa few words includes all, Labour to get thy Peace 
#b God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: when this 
once attained, thou art ſer above the love of the 
ofld; and the fear of Aflitions, becauſe thou haft 
theaffurance of a greater Treaſure than this World can 
ge or take away z  a' Kingdom that cannot be moved ; 
12, 28. a hope and moſt aſſured expectation that 
above the region of Afflictions, and that renders the 
teft and ſoreft Afflictions, as they are, namely light 
ad momentany: And yet becauſe thou art notwith- 
ſanding this glorious expectation, yet in this lower re- 
gion,and ſubject ro paſſions and ourkaninns ns,and fears, 
We merciful God hath engaged his promiſe to ſupport 
thee\here under them ;. to better and improve thee by 
them; to carry thee through them by his all-ſufficient 
(Grace and Mercy : The ftrokes thou receiveſt are cither 
mabaged and direfted, or at leaſt governed and ordered 
y him that is thy Father, and that in very love and 
ineſs doth correct thee, P/al. 199.75. that hath a 
rrof compaſſionand love to thee,cven when he ſeems 
hi sProvidences to frown upon thee ; that while thou 
i mader them, will make chem work rogether for, thy 
1 | 4, and that will never take from thee thoſe everla- - 
8 ag Mercies which are thy portion; that hath all thy 
0 tions, Croſſes, Troubles, whatever they are or may 
SS #under the infallible conduct of his own Wiſdom and 
pa er; And that as on the one fide he will never ſuffer 
&'t0 be afflited beyond whar he gives thee Grace 


a and Improve, I Cor. Io. 13, ſoonthe other hand 
5 will 


Ee 
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will ſo manage, orderand 'governithy light AMittion: 
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which are here: but foramoment; thar inthe end;"they 


ſhall be-a means to bring thee afar more exceeding 
eternal weightof Glory. 2 Cor. 4: 17. If thereforerhg 
wouldeſt be foundly:armed againit Aflictions,and prey; 


red with eaſe and comfort to bear them, this one thin 
neceſſary is ſufficient to. render: thee. ſuch, ' and tw 
thee alſo with all thoſe advantageaus-helps before-may 
tioned, which will neceſſarily follow upon this atrailþ 
ment. . / | | «i 

LH; Secondly, I come to the ſecond general, nameh, 
How Affifiions incumbent upon us are to be receive; 't- 
tertained and improved; and this will bein a great-meq 
ſure ſupplied by what hath been before ſaid they come; 
for a mind fo prepared and habituated, will be ful- 
ciently qualified to receive and entertain them as'he. 
comes a good: Man and a good Chriſtian. 'Neverths- 
leſs ſomething I ſhall ſubjeyn in order to the beariny 
and improving of Aflictions while they are incumbeit 
upon ; and they are theſe : 708 

x. It becomes a Man under AMidctions in the fi 
Place to have a very diligent, frequent, attentivean 


right confideration concerning Almighty God, that heiita 


God of Infinite Wiſdom, Power, Juftice, Mercy: aw 
Goodneſs: That he hates not any'thing that he hath 
made, but hath a great love and beneficence toallhis 
- Creatures; that hedeſigns their good and benefit, eveh 
in thoſe diſpenſations that ſeems moſt ſharpand ſevert; 
that if he had not a good will to his Creatures,' he 
would never have done ſo much for them as heath 
done: that whileſt he exerciſerh diſcipline to the chi 
dren of Men, it is evident they are under his care: that 
oftentimes there is a greater ſeverity of the: Divine-di 


pleaſure, in his leaving Mankind to themſelves, than 


In exerciſing them with Afflictions: and that he equab 


Iy diſcovers: the love and care of a Father in his cot- B® 


rections, as (well as) in his more pleaſing adminiſtre- 
tions, | 2 
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12; And; farther, 'That Afiittions riſe not” out of 'the 
daft;'ibur. are ſeyt\and managed" by the- wiſe diſpoſition 
| nt of :Almighry. Ge" it-is his Providence 
atſends them, that meaſures out their kind, weighr, 
ohtinnance'/; iand/that they are -always, as commitlio- 
iated by:him,  fo'nnder:the. condu&:of his Power, 'Wiſ- 
4m and Goodneſs, and never-exceed theline and li- 
nies bſ-his Power; Wiſdom and Goodneſs; if he bids 


thaw go; they. go';! if he bids'rhem return,  they're- 


med{4if he commands: the- moſt/rurukruous ſtorms of 
Mitions, peace, beſtill;” chere will beacalm.” As man- 
kindis never our of rhe reach of his- power toafflift and 
axed; :{o it is-never our of the reach of his powerto 
wheve and- recover. 
*4;Thar as: no'man hath an exemption from Afﬀi- 
ions, fo it is moſt evidenr that everi+hr beſt of Men are 
wfted with then, and it is but need'they ſhould ; for where 
aganan is the worſe by Afflictions,” a thouſand are the 
worſe for: want of them, and as/many the berter. by 
them 5-and the wife. and gracions'God that knows our 
frame, better than we our ſelyes;|doth' for the moſt 
= very faithfulneſs afflict us, "The egreſſes of the 
Counſels have ever in them"a complication of. 
agellenc ends, even in Aflitions'themſelves :: they are 
of Juſtice oftentimes to puniſh; 'atid of Mercy to 
=_ diftempers. and ro heal :them'; 'and this is that 
which our Blefſed Lord bequeathed : -unto his own 
treople, /n rhe world ye ſhall have tribulation, Fob 16, 33. 
bthata goad Man-may have as grear cauſe ro ſiſpe&his 
Seen, in the abſence of. an a6mghs fulſering 


l chey become bleſſing Sz if'nhey make whores; 
hent;. ſecure, forgetful, : they tbecome-Judgments: - 
s, if they are received 'withhunillliry, patience, 

P 3 repen- 
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repentance and. turning.to God, they are bleſſings ;:if 
they arc received with murmuring;: impatience, inci 
rigibleneſs, rhey become judgments, 'qnd a foro ml ul þ 
f greater ſeverity; oo nn hl "A 


Ld ” 


.F«. The.conſequences of all theſe Conſiderations dy 
evidently lead us unto theſe. Duties, 'when. ever weay 
under the preſſure of Aﬀfbtion, ao; 
x. To receive it- with all. Humility, as reached on i 
unto us from the Hand, or Perttiſfien'ar leaft of þ 
mighty God. - There: were: a: fort of Philoſophers that 
crought it a vertue to put en areſolved contempt of 
Crofles and Aﬀlitions ; not to bemoved at all with them, 
burtabear them with a ſtour path: this is not there 
per that becomes a Chriſtian; it isall one, as if a Chili 
ſhould reſolve to receive the corrections: [of his ry 
witha ſtubborn reſolution not to care for them, or to 
aftected with them ; ſuch aſtubbornneſs under Aflition 
renders it unuſeful to-its end, and commonly provokes 
the great Lord and Father of Spirits totally to rejeach 
a mind, or to maſter it-with ſharper and ſeverer and mub 
tiplied Afflictions, till it-yield, and till that uncircumg- 
ſed -Heart be humbled, and accepr of the puniſhmente 
Is iniquity, Zev. 26,47; "7 
- 2+; To receiveEitwith Patience and fubjeCtion of mind; 
and without either conteſting with Almighty Godjchat- 
ging his Providence with error orinjuſtice, or ſwelling 
and ſtorming againſt the Afflictian, or the Divine Diſpet: 
ſation that ſends.:it;\ This-hath two ſingular Benefits; 
firſt;-it renders; che Afflictionit ſelf more eaſfie anditols- 
rable; ſecondly; itis ane of the readieſt ways toſhorten 
or abate it For as yielding and humble ſubmiſſionto 
the-Hand' of God,::fo-patience and ſubmiſſion of Wil 
tothe Divine Diſpeaſacionare two of the greatendsand 
buſineſs of Aﬀfliftion; which when arrained by it, ichath 
performedagreatpartof itscrrand for which it waslent, W 
1 Joretarnante;God that afflicterh or permictethit: || Þ 
Rion milleth. ir end; and uſe yhen'ir Saha ® 
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win his God, Wes to! evil. or: oi DOPNDLK n 
ſhiſeand hide himſelGon keep ar a diſtance from | 
githoſeth its end, . © it; is contrary to its. nagural effeft, 
arleaft where it meets wath a nature of-any. unde Titan- 
d@ngoringenuity, In their Afrttionther will ſeck m | 
(Hof 5- 15; God Almighty ſends 4 ona bhe. meſ- 
neera£o call home wandring Souls ; and if:a Man will 
iſt away, get farther off, andeſtrange; himſelf; mar 
woajhim char ſtrikes him, he will either pd more i 
te meſſengers, Afilitions, of. a, greater, = 
midez to call and ferch-him, as want and famine did the 
Rrodigal in the Goſpel; or, whichis far wa 
= without farther ſeeking-him-: Whereas the Man, 
tarby Afiction, as itwereact the firſt call, comes home 
God, -or gets nearer to him, for. the moſi part pre- 
wente(everer monitors, and, renders his ſuffering. more 
fort; or at leaſt more eaſie, by drawing near to God 
the fountain of peace and deliverance. 
 Andif the Affliction befalls-ſuch a:Man thatharh yot 
ranged bimſelf from Almighty God:z, nor departed 
mbimin any greater offences or. backſlidings, yer At+ 
dion is-not withour.irs end or uſe, eyento ſuch a Man, 


Thou haſt walked cloſely in the duties towap God,haſt | 


depended u on him, approved thy ſelf ig his light.;, yer 


 ſitnor poſlible that thy faith, induſtry, obedience,  de- 


nce' may be more, more- conſtant, more firm? If 


(may be, as ſure it may bez thenthough. n.ſolicit 
| methy returnto him from whom thou hait, not depar= 
td; yer it ſolicits thy i Improvement. 

+14. To Pray unto Ged:; and thisthe moſt natural effect 
Afafliction, eſpecially if it be ſevere and eminent. In the 
rorm the Sailers call eyeryone-upon his, God; and the 
waſon- is, becauſe in ſuch aſeaſon,; a. Man's own (hilt 
Hebelp and advice and afliſtance of friends,; and, other 


confidence appear.too weak and ivelfetual;and 


4 x ore the Man is-driven to that; whigh, indeed is.the 


_— namely, invocatingk. AWugHte G6 d, 
P 4 or 
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for help, ſupport, and comforc. It is therefore a ſigh 
deſperate- mind that\will not comeunto God in Prayey, 


at leaſt when Aflictions grind him. Andalthougha\ a | 
benot of the number of thoſe that reſtrain Prayer beft . vr 
God, yet Affliftions naturally will make the Prayergf {Wis 
ſuch a Man more earneſt, fervent, conſtants it ſets-an\ſhiraf 
edge, and adds life to the Prayers of a praying Man; ha 
5. To a Depend Truſt apon God, both ſor ſupport uniſhre 
der, and feaſonable A EADes from Afflitions. Keep Wt 
thy recumbence upon his Goodneſs and Mercy,evenun« ſore: 
der the blackeſt night of Afflitions'; Thowgh he kill mega 
will I truſt in him : Job 13.15. and with David (?/al. 23.4) 
even in the Valley of the ſhadow of death toreſt uponku 
Rod and his Staff: And though it becomes the beſt of Men 
tohavea yielding and a ſoft Spirit under the affliting 
hand of God, yet be careful to bear up thy ſelf under We 
the-Power and Goodneſs of God- from fainting ant me 
deſpondence. hem 
6. "To be thankful wnto God under Affliction, wy n 
that upon very great and important motives. I. Thank: Wild 
ful that-they are no worſe or greater : Thou haſtloſ 
ſes, but yet haſt thou loft all-at once? Fob did ; -orif 
thou haſt loft all externals, yer haſt thou not ſomething 
thouvalueſt more than all, namely, innocence, peace 
with God and -thy own Conſcience? 2. Thankful 
that God ' Almighty rather chooferth to afflict thee; 
than to'forſake thee. As long as Almighty God is plea 
ſed ro afftict thee it is plain thou art under, his diſci» 
are his care; no Man's condition is deſperate ſo. 
ong as 'the Phyſician continues his adminiſtration; Wa 
nor is atiy Man wholly forſaken vf God, nor paſts Þþ 
care, fo/long as he is under Affliction : - for it is a mes Jr 
dicine that without thy own default will either recover 
or better thee. 3, Thankful thag God hath been pleas 
ſed-to diſcover ſs much of his'' mind, and defign-and Wan 
affeftions towards mankind in his Word; as to aſſure Wye 
ths char che meaſure of his love towards," or ran 
ana 
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tthe children of Men, is-not to be taken by exter-- 
trity. or adverſity; But on the rem 
wy pour \Souls .under the preffures of Afflitions;.Aaf- 


Wires us that they; are the effects for the moſt pare. of 
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of therly love and care rather than of his heayydif- 
afure; that they may indeed -ſomtimes be. fymp- 
1 ofhis anger; but not of his hatred; they may 4; A 
torrections; but not for confuſion : he may. correct 
whomyet he accounts his Children and reſolves to 
w_ 
py To put us upon a due ſearch and Examination of 
i Hearts and Ways. Certainly there is not-rhe. belt 
pliving, but upon a ftrict and impartial ſearch of 
mſelf may find fue! for-Affliction; demerit enough 
ore it ; ſomewhat amiſs, that requires amend- 
we ſome corruptions growing. into exorbitancy z 
g-errors, that itand in need of Phyſick to cleanſe 
;' ſome budding diſorders, that ſtand in need of 
in wdicine to prevent them. Ir is|the great buſineſs of 
Miftion, the great meſſage that it brings from God 
man; is to ſearch out and ſee what is a miſs; what is 
kiive; and to ranſack our ' Souls and Hearts and 
wes,”and ſearch wherher there be not ſomething of- 
eto God. 
4 To put a man to a dowble Daty upon this ſearch ; 
mely, if upon an imparrial ſcrutiny, thou find thy 
imſcience clear from great and waſting Sins, humbly 
God for his grace, that hath preſerved thee from 
ar tranſgrefſion ; bur yer humble thy ſelf for.thy 
k daily incurſion , for thy ſins of omitfion, for thy 
lines in thy devotions, for thy want of vigilance 
ee thy paſſions, for thy neglect of opportunities of 
4 agen As thou haſt matter, of thankfulneſs, for 
z thoſe greater and waſting ſins, which others 
itz yet thou haſt matter of” Humiliation and 
tent: e, for thoſe ſins that are of a leſſer magni- 
& mhercunto thy daily inadyertence and humane 
Ng "= "_ 
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fratley' renders thee liable, and: ro: ſet a ſtricter: way 
_ 1{elf even in reference to theſe. Apgaing win, 
other fide, if apon-ſcarch, thou find:thy ſelf -guilyil 
ofany-greater ſin, which hath not beenrepented forghollans 
_ Afﬀlitiorw brings likewiſea doxble meſſage unto theeylirkith 
a meſſage of Humiliation and-Repentance-for thygraaliiul 
rranſpreſſion ; and turning to God, with a perfect real 
ſurion'of amendment : anda meflage of Gratitudeaililur 
Thankfulneſs to God, that hath ſent this meſſengerdf* 
Afflition to awaken thee to repentance and amendmeniliihy 
and hath given thee an affurance of pardon and forgine-liner 
neſs upon thy repentance and amendment, through thlllws 
Ali-ſafficient Sacrifice of Chriſt Jeſius. So thar wha 
ever Perfon Aﬀiction meets with, it brings with itaulbhiey 
ful-and'profitable meſſage from Heaven: If it mectwidlhad 
a Perſon under the guilt of ſome great-unrepentedinili 
it brings him an errand of Humiliation, Repentance,killme t 
 mendmenriand Thankfulneſs 1. if ic meer with a:guadiifighi 
Man; ſuch a Man as fob, who had the witneſs of Godinfiiaw 
himſelf, that he was a perfett Man and an upright;/yllltel 
it brings him alſo a meſſage of the like nature, a mellagalifh 
of Gratirude to that God, that hath preſerved him 
the great tranſgreſſion; a meſſage of Humiliation: 
Repentance for his often failings and offences ; a mel 
of advice to proceed with greater Vigilance, and to alargin 
ther degree of Chriſtian PerfeCtion in the whole couriers 
of his life. | Bo 
9.' To wean «4 Man from the love of the World; ang 
carry up the thoughts and hopes and defires rata 
Country :whereunto we are appointed. -+ If all;thingwrk 
wentwell, even with good Men in this life, they wow 
be building Tabernacles here, and fet up their reit.an 
hopes'on this ſide fordan, as the Rabenites did-infi 
Country of Baſhan, when they found-it rich andiult 
ful.* God Almighty therefore in [mercy makes'"W 
Worldiunpleafing to good Men by Affliction, thatWelig 
may: ſer the lefs value upon it, and” fix their! nopaſhl 


of - Afittunt, _ 


| 5s and endeavours for that City which is'a- 
of is tho voice of the: Rod' and' of Him: that: hath: 
laained it, which-every wife Man ought to hearand/ 
iriatwer with all Obedience, Submiſſion; and Thankful- 
ad; And when, Aﬀliction hath wrought this effec, /icg' 
" ſn es is ira grear meaſure ended; and' for the moſt" 
ric is thereupon caſed or removed, 
fab oveall the Temptations that befall Good Menin 
I y; this commonly is that which doth moſt ly 
, ; anddorh them the-moft hurt, namely, wherrup-' 
x6 den: ſearch they find their Conſciences clear 
w-any great offences, they are too apt to magnifie 
uo heir on Integrity, to expoſtulate the reaſonableneſs 
- ice of the Divine dealing with them,to complain 
f outage from him. This was 7o6's faulr, and is too 
to be the fault of good Men, though neither equab 
min their PerfeCtions or Affliftions : which-courſe 
1 is, I. Very unjuſt and unreaſonable; for 
ft of Men have Sins enough to juſtifie the Juſtice of 
n his ſevereſt dealing with them ; and Corruptions 
tito grow into greater enormities,which although 
erchance ſee not, yet the All-knowing God ſees, 
Ware and with Wiſdom prevents, by the Corro- 
Rand Catharticks of Affliction: infomuch that even 
Kegooc Man, when Almighty God opened his car to 
pline, ſaw and acknowledged, and therefore ab- 
ed himſelf induſt and aſhes. 2. As it is extremely 
; ſoit is extremely fooliſh and vain: For as it is 
7 & way to remove the Aﬀition, fo when God is 
Wd toremoveitin mercy and compaſſion, it makes 
bn juſtly aſhamed 'vpon' his deliverance, of that fol- 
vetriſhneſs thar he ſhewed under his Affliftion: a- 
W Almighty God, who even then had thoughts of 
(and deliverance for him. And this very Confide- 
bw had been enough to have made Fob'sdeliveraice 
all of trouble and ſhame, for his frowardnefvin his | 
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afflition; unleſ the; gracious. God in a ftrange eg 
ſcenſion of goodneſs and gentleneſs had prevented ity 


Pe 


giving ſo great a ſuffrage unto his integrity,and cove ” 


aFather doth theerrors and follies of his /Child, :b 

indqujgehr commendation, Ye have yot fpoken f weth 

thing that i right, a my Servant Fob,..Job 42:7 "tl 
Andrhus far for the carriage that becomes us tobanh4,-- 

under affliction, 'andour due improvementof it, rat UN 

ends for which Almighty God ſends it: by which, 4, 

1ehty God receives-the Honour of his Soveraignty, ts 

Juſtice,..his Goodneſs; his Wiſdom, | his Truths { l: | 

Man-receives the Benefit of Prevention from Sin,Delysgy 

rance out of it, Improvement of his Graces, Perfedting 

of his. Soul, and advancement of his Glory, Fehr : 


t- 

| bag 

PR 
the errars and! paſſionate excurſions of his afflictiong a bp 

\ bed 


Mercy of God, and his Bleſſing upon this bitter Cupat 
Cup of Affliction. 

10. 1 come to the third General Conſideration, nan 
that temper and diſpoſition of mind that becomes win - 
have upon and after deliverance fromafflictions. +»: 

I.. Upon our deliverance from afflietions, we _ m 
in.a ſpecial and ſolemn manner to return. our-H 
and'Hearty Thanks to Almighty God: to ac knowledge Wl por 
him to be the Author of ir ; to return unto him our hun: = 

ble and ſerious Praiſes, that he hath been pleaſed to.at- ire 
ſwer. our Prayer, and hath given us a plainreſtimany gy 
that he hath a regard tous :. this is the Tribute that he Wiki 
expects moſt juſtly from us. As heina ſpecial manne Wy 
requires our Prayers unto him, when weare under affly = 
ion, ſo he requires that we ſhould take notice of the 
Rerurnsof our Prayers, and to pay him the Tribute fy 
Praiſe upon our Deliverance: Call #pon me inthe dj 
trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou ſpalk. glorific ny _ 
59.15. The truthis, when we are under extremities, 
are eaſily perſwaded to call to God for deliverance,;th bn 


very -vatural preſſure of afflictions drives us to him,/W it 
know not whither elſe to fly: Buras ſoonas theRodit +2 
go . k 


Je 
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je; we are ddlf'#hd backward itrretiriing Glb þ 
: 'Weare moff apt tot fak&inorice of bY Y 
4m! ely went before: T'weorany of our Ry 
ER defivered from Sickneſs, we have i tly 
"our Topgn 1es ends, that weld A careful or skilfiil 
__ frog coiiſtitution; ? favourable weather, 
aeky" acid; ne that happened'unto us; and the 
. he we are w_ todo upon other deliverance: and rare- 
: n y;or atiea ner with that fincerity,: acknowledge the 
er of God; andthe Hand'of God'ts be thar which 
2 lus up. It is true, Mearisare not to be negketted; 
paprefirnption and ternpting of God; burit is' the 
evidence of God'thit gives its heans; and theBlef- 
f:God thatimakesrhiem ſiicceſsfat, thar ſometimes 
teſſeth poor and' weakTand-unlikely means to prodiice 
tired effets 3" ſometimes maketh thoſe very things'we 
alkaccidents;-thatſeem to imporethe very deftruction 
of#Man, robe the means of his'rEcovery,” and ſoftie- 
thesbringsabour theeffett without-any viſible means. 
Weare'rio leſs to: acknowledy | his Goodneſs and Tiflu- 
eee, . when we ſeem to be delivered by Means, than if 
wvere delivered} by Miracle" It-is true, weare apt 
whiter our thoughts andreaſoti&upon means; becauſe 
wſte them :* but* if our Eye conld be'f6' opened as the 
Fpher's ſervants were, when he-ſawthe Chariors bf 
iein the Mountain, we ſhouldiee another kind of 'Re- 
men and Government, arid orderingiand difpoſthg of 
gs than:now'we ſee. Many, iftiot moſt; of thoſe 
al deliverances, that a Man or 'a Nation hath; 'are 
n n weht not ſo much by the efficacy of Means, as 'by'a 
erinviſible Hand of Providential Government;which 
ke-not. "If therefore thou art delivered from any 
{diſtreſs of any kind, infuch a manner that'thou 
knot artribure it to Means, or poſſibly above or 'be- 
| x Means the Hand of thy delivereris more-ſignal 
wlconſpicuons;'glorific his Mercy and Goodneſs : And 
ſtu doſt obtain thy deliverance by Means, yet fil 
at glorific 
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hath deg, .Atrueand ales 
neſs of mind will aot-contenr it ſelf with, bare Veil 
Praiſes andacknowledgments, but will ftudy anc ent : To 
vour j find: my and do. ol oy may be well 1 
and-delightfu acceptable to-hisgreat:Benef 'De 
and where-ever the Heart is cruly affectedmich: the wok 6 fo 
of the-Favour, Goodnefs, and;Love-of God, ;and thulllma 
theDeliverance it hath had, it hath had from hish an it 4 
it will cbink nothing toomuch to be: done, that maybllih 
ell-pleaſing to him., Great acclamations and verklfia," 
praiſes and acknowledgments without -an Honeſtalfſah 
e Endeavour to pleaſe andobey him;are bur : 
of mockery and. hypocritical complement; and 4.1 | 
fruftrationand diſappointment of Almighty God, intie 
end and deſignof. his mercy to us;; which is, toma en Jl ff 
really better, more dutifal, more capable of.greateraallſſie 
everlaſting. mercies z{to make; us: better: Examples/t Yor 
others,  who.may thereby. be invited to follow usinÞ 
ty and Goodneſs. ... A-Man that bath;received greatanl 


ſignal Mercies and Deliverances, . becomes a greataiiſiſi, 
efficacious Example, and of much good, or; muct ei, to 
according as he carries himſelf after eminent mercies [4 
ceived: If he become more Pious, Vertuous, Ju ber fu 


than before, he becomes-a forcible motive and encor 
ragement : to-others to-be like him; again, if he either lj: 
remain or degenerateinto Impiety,:Vanity, or Vice, U 
diſcourageth Goodneſs, and becomes a great ee 
tion toothers to be. like him, 

3.- Take berd:left after 'greati Deliverance, thy bu 
be bfted up into preſumprion upon God, Pride and Vi - L 


Shs pO 
k ; 


L FN” POE "HP nels tae adds oe 44s - . 5" IE Its OE IAPIP« 
- % 7 bd Cadet2t 27 tEEEEBS £4 Pf LN ERR, WEL Os ORE Ae MOEN 

: 7 fe Es RE ov 24 2A 

v . S 
we 
nh £ 

o 77 0s . 

5 4s 

'O "225 4 


mf ad aconceit of thy. own — 
ho the:common Temptation thatgrows upon mudh 
m epreceived ; and therefore the wiſe 'Law-giver did 
erfrequently caution the People of [ſracli againſt this, 
v9. 4; Speak; not inthine heart after the Lord thy Ged 
ka chem "out, ſaying, For my righteouſnef tbe:J;ord 
64% VP on re to poſſeſs this land, &c. Let thy afhQiens: 
ll fr LES ler thy afflictions make: cheetmore 
ral Hu 4*bur tet thy Deliverance. yet increaſe thy-Hu- 
thoajore Mercy God ſhews thee,the morgHum- 
erler chy Heart be, upona double. account.:+:;Thy 
rerances' do or ſhould make: thee know Almighty 
jod the more; and the' more-thou: knoweſthitn; the 
re: Hdmble ir-ſhould /make thee: Fab aig. Thebe 
Ind of | thee" by the, hearing of the ear ; but now mine eyes 
hf _ Wherefore 1 abhor my ſelf in duſk and aſhes. 

Thou baſt need to double thy: tw 44 of Humility; be- 
oy ſe upon great deliverance- thou muſt expeCt thatuhe 
wellatptation-and aſſaults of Pride and Vain-gloty will be 
mer mof {i buſic with thee: And if inall thy Preparationsfor 
the <6 tions thou haſt tudied Humility ; if under all: thy 
ew - littions thou haſt improved thy Humility, yetifinow, 
<p deliverance, thou art loſt-in Pride:and Vain- 
y, thou haſt loſt all che benefir both of thy Prepara- 
Plas, and of thy Afflitions, and of thy Deliveranceal- 
and ſ:: jou art like an unhappy Ship that hath endured the 
and - g, and born the Storm, and yer ſinks when ſhes: conc 

Kathe Harbour. 
; And upon the ſame account be Y5 gilant and: Warth- 


a t Fr, It is rrue, thou haſt withered a great Stormm;! ouref 


Smhich-by che mercy of God thou art delivered; bur-ftall 
. ; mon thy guard, thou knoweſt not-how ſoorthou 
efÞfale meer with another ; take heed it furpriſetheenor 
eHmprovided. Though thou haſt endured, it may be; a 
vg: = mand dark ſtorm of Affliction, and God hath-merci- 
-Aully Weeclivered theez yet thou haſt no promiſe from Al- 
y God that thou ſhalt meer with no.more, _ 

three 
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. thre#Confiderations ſhould ketprhoe-Wotchfutan 
7 notwithſtanding great deliverance from g 
Flictions,- 8; Thou artthereby b! ter ficted-and pn 
ro receive it; if it come-ir-ſhall not ſurpriſe'th 
wares, nor find thee {leeping. 2. Mot cerain,þ 
thing be@more likely means as to ———— 
-foifrom-affliction, - it is-a (prepared: watchful, + 
mind=- for; if tmay ſo ſpeak,atHictions havenog | 
ſinef&with-fucha Man; for-he is already in that pq = 
and:iframe of Heart, har affliction is ordinarily w 
'givera. Man. 3. There isnothing.more [likely to-progy 
affiition than. ſecurity and unpreparedneſs- of mind; 
*Andrhar, Firſt in reſpect of: the Goodneſs, Moog 
»Fuktice. of God, who, though with.moſt! unblameath 
- Juſtice," yerwith ſingular Mercy, is very likely-to 
afflition.to- awaken-him and amend'him, and:ton 
him7from that- tendency' to Apoſtafie,--that ra 
apt tobringuponhim.;/ : Secpndly, in reſpect of the 
Aiceand Vigilancy of theigreat Enemy of Mankind;whs 
-as he never wants malice, ſo he often 'gets a permiſſin wk 
to worry a Man whom-hehath under: this diſadvantage Ming 
of npnpreparedneſs and'fecurity. //» Wie 
5; Be:carcful co! keep,as grear. Afflictions,ſo alog rea the 
Netinerances i in Memory. | Moſt Men upon the freſh t6 lar 
ceiptof Mercy and-Deliverance havea quick and þ = 
-apprehenſiorr of it ; ;and accordingly: their affetionsd hey 
Ihankfulneks, and practices and purpoſes of Obedientt " 
are lively and diligent ; but in proceſs of time,and astht iu: 
Mans further diſtant from his deliverance;ſo the memo-Y:if 
'ry:of it:doth gradually,and-poflibly ſuddenly, vaniſhand 4 
/dicay!; -andas'the remembrance of the:deliverancede-W 4 
cays;and grows weaker-and: weaker, fo do theſeall-Y 1 
:Chions or :difpoſirtions of the Soul that are before-met- 7 
tioned: The Thankfulneſs grows faint, and fo doththe il 
Obedience, i\and ſo:doth-;the Humility, and fo doth the Wwe: 
-Watchfulneſs: and asthe-water that hath been heated, Wi 
being remoyed fromthe. fire, grows by degrees oo bag; 
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d co , tiflarlaſt i it comes toirs old coldneſs that ir 
d; ; foin a little time the Afflition is forgor, and 
[VErance is forgot, and the Man is grown into 
$-Sate, asif he neverſhadifcje Seder I 
erefore keep Dees and 
ps too, freſh in the memary z call thy ſelf frequent- 
account for them ; afe fome Expedicnt that may 
quently remind thee of them with all their Circym- 
2: {ctrhemdown/in writing; 'rhentivn' them of - 
= them often; and recollect what thoughts, 
poſes , temper.of mindand ſpigit was then upon"thee, 
gf thy Afflictions were uponithee, or thy Deliveran- 
eli givers. to theg, Caſt with hy ſelf, how. if 
were now as freſh to thee as they were then, with 
a motions or diſpoſitions of Soul thou ſhouldeſt re- 
7 ; and reaſon thy ſelf into the ſame remper 
ihe irade of thankfulneſs, as then'thou' hadſt, By 
K leping the'Memory of theſe Afflitions and theſe 
ances freſh iunder all its Circumſtances,” thou 
with them, and in the ſame degree as thy remem- 
ers of them, revive and excire;/ and preſerve and 
"= and'quick and active,” the ſame: Gratitude, 
ne Humility ,*the fame Ohedicrice; the fame Vi- 
ie, .rbar theſe" Afflitions or ' theſe Deliverances 
tin thee, when they were freſh with thee of 
the {The vigorous perpetuating of the remembrance 
=y4u am, will be an effettual means to! perperuate the 
| Lai it of themin their life, vigour, ne! inrention.'/-* 
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| HE firſt ,expedient-1$. to- Evped. them 
they come: The very ſtate of the World i 
certain and Unſtable, and for the mai 
Stormy and Troubleſome : If there bel $6 
intervals of Tranquility and Sedatenefs, they a6 1 
monly attended with longer periads of Unquietnefianlll 4 
Trouble : and the greateſt unpreſſions are then radey il © 
them, when they ſyrprize. us, and. eome: unexpelis d 1 
When the'mind is prepared for them by a kind of nib 
__ ieabares the edge, and keennefs and ſha = i 
them. [By this means a Man, in a great:m hs 
knows: the. worſt of them before. he feels them, 1 
renders the very Incumbence of them-not ſo ſmart @ 
troubleſome to ſenſe, as otherwiſe they would be. 
Pre-apprehenfion and Anticipation of troubles anddi of 
culties is rhe Mother of Prevention, where it is poll "0 
and where itis not, yet itis the Mother of Patience | 
Reſolution when they come. Bilney the Maryay a 
' wont before he ſuffered, to put his Finger in the Cand 
to habituate himſelf roa patient undergoing of his furu 
Martyrdom; by this means,he in a great meaſure kip 
'the worſt of it, and armed himſelf with Reſolution @ 
Patiend 
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eto beavit; qoomactinry at ptr"'ro hk rheir Hike 
| F Anticipation of what they” hope and with in 
{Y wi World; and to poſſeſs it in imayinaricn before they 
anidit in fruition”; arid this: neadeb "Mech Yair : bur * 
Þ hey would have the Parience ſottictimts'to anticipate 
ff wharthey have juſt cauſe ro fear, and to put themſelves 
7" anger a re-apprehenſſon-of it, ih refation to. croſſes 
'Y ad etoubles; it wonld make chem Wiſe / and teach them 
aiefſlon-of Patierice nd Moderation, before they have 
6 to'uſcit;; To that they need nat' then begin to 
mow 'when the: preſent and incornbent Preffure ren- 
lars the leſſon more difficult. This was the Method 
UE a Bleſſed Lord took with his Diftiples, frequently co 
'Y dlſ-them before-hand what” th&y miſt" expett in the 
Forld;” Afarth. 10; and in divers other' places telling 
tein, they muſt expeQtin this World the. worſt of, tem- 
qa Evils, that chey might thereby be prepared'to en- 
"Nl ain them wich Reſolution and Patience, and mighc 
Whirvate their minds for their reception... 
The ſecond Expedient' is, That we uſe .all dili- 
"i ce to gain ſuch « Treaſure as lickabove the reach' of 
TS Storms of this World; a Kingdom that cannot be 
49 th z' namely, our Peace with God in Chriſt,” the 
WS don of our Sins, and a well- gro rounded Hope, and 
{arance of Erernal Life. Theſe be things thar lie our 
«6 jun-ſhot, and will render the greateſt Troubles thar 
xl this lower World, 'orus in it, not only rolera- . 
ſmall and inconfiderable, when in the midi of x 
wt Feotcuſſions of the World, in the midſt of 
#Soods or Eſtate, in the midit of Storms and Confu- 
{and Diſaſters, and Calamitics, a Man can have 
Prep and ſertled Confideratioris a5 theſe : © Though 
oo ec nothing bat Confuſions, und little hopes of rhiir 
Ki: _ ment, yet 1 have that which 3s ont of the Th of all 
p46 s 1; that which is infinitel morewaluable to me, than 
9 'beſt the World can 4oy ; that which I cat Hors 
Mt ermfors my ſelf in,” ras} al theſe o—_ 
* aiſtrA- 


230 «off £004, Hethed<tor.entertain.. ; | 
* diftratious: and fearg z name(y, "the Aſſurance of myBegy (oe 
© with the great. Godof Hyaven and Earth, The warſithe Y aan 
©] Cay info b theſe diſcompoſnres, and the moſt I. can fag 
© from them, ts but Death ; and that will not only put oper 
© riod to the things [ [wffer, or can: fear in this life, bury 
© let me. int. the Attaal poſſeſſion of my bopes, even;ſucha 
© ſtate of glory, and_ happineſs 4s can peuer be ended, nerfhy 
© hen. Such a Hope, and ſuch an Aſſurance as thig, wil 
keep the Soul above water, and. .in a ſtate of Peacgign 
Tranquility in all che Tempeſt apd Shipwracks thar-gy 
either befal either this inferiour World, or any-Perſy 
mM: , w a: F | + 
3+ The third.,Expedient is this, that a Man 6s + 
. (olvedly conſt ant to. keep. a good Conſcience, both beforethe 
approach of Troubles, . and under.them. lr. is-moſt.or- 
'tainly rrue,. that ;the very Sting and; Venom of al 
Crofles. and..Troubles, is Sin, . and a Conſciouſneſs 
the. guilt of. it,;,.-This is that-which gives Trouble 
and Croſſes, and Calamities their -'Vigour, Force, ani 
Sharpneſs; ir is the Elixir, the very Life of then, 
. when a man ſhall be under extream outward Gale 
-mities, loſs of Goods; loſs of.Liberty, loſs of Coun 
try, all outward hopes failing, and ſtill greater. Bl 
lows, and Waves and: Storms, and Fears in Proſpet 
and. within, an angry, unquiet,' avenging Conſt 
.ence,. then indeed Troubles. have.their perfection of 
Malignity. But if a Man in the .midtt of all,theſ 
_ black and. ſtormy appearances, hath a Conſciencefull 
pf, Peace, and Integrity, and Comfortable atteſtation, 
this gives a Calm in the midſt of all theſe Storms., And 


the reaſon is apparent, for it isnor the Tempeſtuoulneli 
or Tranquility of Externals, thax creates the -.tronbſear 
the quietneſs of the Man, bur.itis.che. Mind, and.that 
ſtate 'of compoſure or diſcampoſure-that the. mind. 
Put into occalionally from them.: and ſincethere is.9- 
Thing in the. world that conducerh:more to the Compo I yu 
fare and Tranquility of the mund, than ghe a I 
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be of 'the Conſcience keep but that ſafe and un-. 
aled; the mind will enjoy a Calm and Tranquility 
whe midſt of alf the-ſtorms'of the World: and' al- 
ingh'the Waves beat, and the Sea Works, and the 
Hds-blow, that mindthat hath a quier and clear 
mſtience within, will-be as ſtable and as ſafe from 
murbarion, as a Rock inthe midſt of a Tempeſtuous 
and. will be a Goſben to and within it ſelf, when 
t& reſt'of the World without, and round abour a 
Man,” is like an Egypr for Plagues and Darkneſs. IE 
tieefore either before the acceſs or irruption of trou- 
les, or under their preſſure, any thing or,perſon in the 
weld llicit thee tocaſe or deliver thy felf by a Breach 
Wound of thy Conſcience, know; they are abour ro 
ch6ar-rhee of thy beft ſecurity under God, againſt the 
wer-and malignity of troubles ; they are about to 
ſp-off that Lock, wherein next under God, thy 
trength lieth. Whatever therefore thou'doſt hazard 
loſe; keep the Iptegrity of thy Conſcience both be- 
fire the acceſs of troubles ; and under them. Ir is a 
jewel, that will make thee Rich in the midſt of Po- 
rerty; a Sun that will give thee Light in the midſt of 
Darkneſs ; a Fortreſs that will keep thee fafe-in the 
reateſt danger,and that is never to be taken,unleſs thou 
by fer betrayed itand deliver itup. 


'*4. The next Expedient is this; namely, an Aſu- 


mnce that the Divine Wiſdom, Power and Providence, 
Wb Diſpoſe, Govern, and Order all the things 'in the 
World, even thoſe that ſeem moſt confuſed, irregular, 
tmultuous, and contumacious. This, as 'it is a moſt 


@rtain Truth, ſo it is-a moſt excellent Expedient to 
impoſe and ind, eſpecially of ſach a Man 


neceſſarily give a ſound,” preſent, and 
ent of Patience and Contentation':: For 
black diſpenſations are under the govern- 
Q Q3 ( menx 
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ment and management of the..moſt Wiſe and. Pawes 
fyl God, . Why ſhould I, that am. a fooliſh vain/Gia 
rare, ſcarce ſee to any diſtance before me, take yp. 
on,me.to ſenſure theſe Diſpenſations, to firuggle mw. 
patiently with them, to diſquiet and torment, my\{elf 
with vexation at them; Ler God alone to governgad 
order the World as he thinks fit; | as his Power inþ 
nite and cannot. be reſiſted, ſo-1s his. Wiſdom, ; infinie, 
and knows belt what 1s to:be done; and when: ad 
how. 2. As. It gives a ſound Argument of Patieng 
and Contentedneſs, ſoit gives a clear inference of Re 
ſignation of our ſelves up unto him, and to his will, and 
dtbolal, upan the account of his goodneſs. . It is the 
mere Bounty and Goodneſs of Gad. that firſt gave/by 
ing to all things, and preſerves all things in theirBe- 


ing ; that gives all thoſe Accommodations and-Con- 
yeniencies that accompany their Being, why. ſhould] 
therefore diſtruſt his Goodneſs > As he hath-Power:to 
do what he pleaſeth; Wiſdom to direct and diſpoſe 
that Power ; ſo he hath infinite Goodneſs, that accon 
panies. that . Power and that Wiſdom. As I cannot 
put my will into. the hands of greater Wiſdom, -{6l 
cannot put my will into the hands: of greater Good- 
nels, . His Beneficence to his Creatures is greater than 
1t is poſſible for the Creatures to have to themſelves, - 1 
wil not. only therefore. patiently ſubmit to his Pow- 
erand Will, which I can by no means reſiſt, but chear- 
fully Reſign, up my ſelf ro: the diſpoſal of -his Will 
which is infinitely beſt, and therefore a better rule for 
my diſpoſal, than my own will. > le 
\. F- The next Expedicnt,is Faith and Recumbence up 
on- #hoſe Promiſes of his, which, all wiſe and good Men 
.do, and muſt. yalue above the beſt Inheritance in this 
World : namely, - that he: will not leave. nor forſake 
thoſe that fear and love him, Heb. 13. 5.: How much 
gore ſpall your Heavenly, Father give gead things to them 
fot ah him; Mat, 6. 30.1 Mat, 7; 11, Herbg! ſpa 
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whoWorld. - Is 'it' beſt for me to be delivered our of 
vii; or to be preſerved in or under them? Tam-un- 
the Providence and Government of my Heavenly 
ther, who hath ſaid, He will not leaveme, nor tor= 
(keme ; who takes more care of me, 'and bears rhore 
eto me than'T' can bear romy moſt Dutiful Child: 
thit can in a moment reſcue me from'the calamity, or 
iflſibly ſecure me under it; that ſees and knows eve- 
moment of my condition, and a thouſand expedi- 
its to preſerve or relieve me. On the other ſide, do 
{full in the fame common calatnity, and fink under ir 
without any deliverance from ir, or preſervation under 
ky His will be done, I am ſure it is for my good, 
my, it is not poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe: For my. 
wy Death, the worſt of worldly evils, will be but rhe 
tranſmiſſion of me into a ſtate of Bleſſedneſs, Reft and 
immortality ; for,” Bleſſed are they that dic in the Lord, 
they reſt from their Labours and their Works follow them, 
Rev, 14. 13. | | 
6. The next Expedient is Prajer. The glorious God 
of Heaven hath given usa free and open Acceſs to his 
Throne, there to ſue our by Prayer, thoſe Bleflings 
and Mercies which he hath promiſed. Iris not only a 
Duty chat we owe in recognition of the divine Sove- 
reignty ; a Privilege of greater value than if we were 
| made Lords of the whole Earth ; but a Means to attain 
tioſe Mercies, that the Divine Wiſdomand Goodneſs 
khows to be fitteſt for us; by this Means we may be 
ſire to have deliverance or preſervation, if uſeful or 
fit for us; or if nor, yer thoſe favours and condeſcen= . 
lions from Almighty God, that are better than delive- © 
4 rance 
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rance it ſelf ; namely Patience and Gontenredne@gi Nl! 
the Divine Geod: Pleaſure ; Reſignationof our Wilkyl 
him ; great: Peace: and Tranquility of: mind ;. Evideng if 
and Communications iof his! Loye and Favour.ro.y; fl 
Support under our weakneſſes and deſpondencies::aa 
many times Almighty God, inthefe Wildernefſes of 
Ntraftions, 2nd Confuſions, and Storms, and. Calay 
ties,” whether publick; or private, gives out as a retuy 
to hearty and: faithful Prayer; ſuch Revelations ofhy 
Goodneſs, and Irradiations of his, Favour and. Loy, 
that a Man 'would- not. exchange. for all the Extergd 
Happineſs that this World. can afford; and recompey 
ſeth the loſs andtroubles in relation to. Externals, wit 
a far greater meaſure of the Manifeſtations: of his Þy 
vour, than ever a Man did receive in his greateſt cap 
fluence of external advantages. Yea, and poſſibly, th 
time of external ſtorms and troubles is far more ſeaſy 
-nable for ſuch returns of faithful and humble Prayg, 
' than the times of external afflience and benefits: and 
-the devotion of the ſoul by ſuch troubles raiſed tog 
greater height, and accompanied with more Graceand 
Humility and Fervency, than is, ordinarily found ing 
condition of external peace, plenty, and ſerenity... 
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Peace way-ward Sonl ? let © mor thoſe various 
 ' forms, | 
wich hourly fill the world with freſh Alarms, 
jnude thy Peace ; ner diſcompoſe that" Reſt, 
mich thoa may't keep untoucht within thy Breaſt, 
Anat theſe whirlwinds, if thou keep but free 
The Intercourſe betwixt thy God and thee. 
region lies above theſe Storms: and know, 
| ry are earthly, and they creep too bow, 
f theſe can reach thee, or acceſs can find, 
bring or raiſe like Tempeſts in thy Mind. 
Int yer in theſe diſorders ſewerhia lies, 
ſhe's worth thy notice, out of which the wiſe 
May trece and find that Fuſt «and Powerful Hand, 
That ſecretly, but ſurely doth Command, 
and manage theſe diſtempers with that skill, 
That while they ſeem to Croſs, they At his will. 
_ that Silver Thread, that ſteers and bends 
Themorſt of all diſorders, to ſuch Ends, 
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That ſpeak his Fuſtice, Goodneſs, Providence, 


my cloſely guides it by his Influence, 
trd though theſe Storms are loud, yet liſten well, 
here is another meſſage that they tell: 
This world is not thy Country; tis thy way 3, 
6 Eſnmuch contentment would invite thy ſtay 
B's long npon thy journey; make it ſtrange, 
lawelcope News, #0 think upon a Change: © 


whereas 
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whereas this rugged entertainment ſends © 
Thy thoughts before:thee to thy journeys end 
Chides thy defires homewards ; tells thee plain, 
To think of reſting” here it # but vain; Þ R 
AMakes thee to ſet an equal eſtimate 4s i 
_ On this uncertain World, and a juſt rate | 


On that tn come, "it bids thee wait and ſtay, 
Until thy Maſter calls, and then with juy 

To entertain it. Such 4 Change as this, |. 
Renders thy Loſs, thy Gain 5, improves thy Bliſs, N .. 
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TIME 


How, and why it in to be Redeemed. 


Would conſider theſe Particulars : x. What thar 
- Time is which we are to Redeem, 2. What it 
is to Redeem that time. 3. How that Time is 
. to. be Redeemed. 4. Why that time is thus to 
* x Redeemed. 
 Y Thefirſtof theſe, what that Time is, that is tobe Re- 
.. Yemed. + The Philofophers trouble themſelves much 
;. Wir Time is, and leave'it very difficult ; but we ſhall 
. Yintneed to rrouble our ſelves with that inquiry, The 
7 ime that 18 here meant, ſeems to be under this dou- 
By f & Relation: Firſt, in relation to ſome apt Seaſon for 
wn uy thing to be done; and then it is properly. called 
-:* BOwortuniry which is nothing ele but the co- incidence 
i fonte circumſtances accommodare to ſome ation ſui- 
le to it : as the Time for the Husband-man'to-Reap 
Corn, is when the Corn is ripe, and the weather ſea- 
It is time for the Smith to forge Iron when ir 
and therefore malleable ; and fo in matters mo- 
raj a time to ſhew mercy when an objet of miſe- 
Joecurs, and a'power to give relief, This, as1 take 
js that which the Grecks call Kevgy; ar Opportu- 


nity, 


A , 
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nity. Secondly, In relation to that continuance of the 


duration of the reaſonable Creature in life,in this Work E 


or the Time of our Life. 

7 1 To Redeem Time therefore, is ih refation to be 
theſe, viz: 14 In telation toSeaſons'or Opportunicdl 
the Redemption of Time in this reſpect is, 1, ow 
ly to watch and obſerve all.firting Seaſons and Opporte 
nities of doing all the good we may, whether inrela 


to Almighty God, hisService and Glory 5/ inrelationy - 


others, in all its of Charity and Juſtice; in relatin 


to our ſelves, in improvements of Knowledge, 


and Vireue, 2. Induftriouſly to lay hold of al ig 


opportunities, and not to let them flip, but to.a 
ſuitable aCtions to ſuitable opportunities, when they( 
cur. 2. Inrelation to the Times of our Lives; andk 
we are ſaid troRedeem our Time. 1. When we cp 
ſtanrly imploy our time, and leave as few vacuities an 
interſtitia in it without imploying it. The oppoſite 
this, isIdleneſs, or doing nothing. 2. When weimply 
our time conſtantly indoing ſomething that is anſwer 
ble to the value and uſefulneſs of our time. The 


ſites to this, are firſt the ſinful imployment of ourtime, r 


which is indeed worſe than Idleneſs: Or Secondly, the 


vain, and impertinent, and | unprofitable imploymentd [oe 
our time, as Domitian did in killing of Flyes, 3. Wha 


we imploy our time not _— in things profitable, butin 
ſuch things as areof greateit uſe and importance; and 
_ therefore ſuch imployments as are of greateſt impot- 


rance-and:concernment ought to take up the great” 


and moſt conſiderable part of our time z 'otherwiſe'we 


are imprudent and irrational in the Improvement «t mg! 
Redemption of our Time. And therefore this redeeming} 
of our Time is ordinarily called husbanding of our Times 


in reſemblance of the Husband-mans proceeding'M 


- his ground. If the Husband- man doth nor at all Tila d | bi 


Sow his ground, but is Idle; or if he takes much'pain 


_ of his ground, and Sows nothing but ( 


ale 
ihe 
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4 Darnels- or ſucti hurtful: Seeds; or if he $ows'not 
: fo jet which /15-hureful, bur. Sows light or unprofitable 
z-or :Sows-that ground with a more igrioble and 
i} Grain, which would with'more reaſon and ad- 
tage be imployed to a more noble grain, thar would 
fn nore-profit;;-or if he Sows @ ſuitable grainz but 
| form fees nor his ſeaſon. proper for ir, Thar Matris an ill 
qi dof his.ground : And hethat with the like neglhi- 
26a Er nan Husbands his time, is atnilt -Hafs 
0 f his rime; | and doth not redeem it: as he' is here 
But ofthis more in the nexr. 
bk How Time:is to be Redeemed; The particuſay 
BY of 'Husbanding of Time under both the former 
{viz inreldtionto opportunity,and in relation 
nyrime of life ſhall be promiſcuouſly ſer down. Now 
_ of tr kiues may; be diftinguiſhed into ſeveral 
- and in relation to thoſe ſeveral aCtions, i will the 
aplyments of our times be diverſified, x. There are 
Natural, ſuch as are Eating, Drinking, Sleep, 
Mation, Reſt..: 2. Actions C:vil; as Proviſion for Fa- 
- bearing of publick: Offices.in times of Peace or 
od] moderate Recreations and Divertiſements ;''im- 
faqents in civil: Vocations, as Agriculture; Mecha- 
[ Trades, Liberal Profeſſions. / 3. Actions: Aoral; 
cher relating to. our ſelves, as Sobriety, Tempe« 
> Moderation, -(which though they areratherha- 
ys it a aftions, andthe actions of them rather conſiſt 
ſegatives: than Poſitives, yet ſtile them ations) or 
tl | cup as aCts of Juſtice, Charity, Compaſ- 
.kaberality. 4-: Or laſtly, Actions Religions, rela- 
oAlmighty God, as Invocatian, Thankſgiving, In- 
ll into his Works, Will, Obedience to his Law, 
Commands, :.obſerving: the folemn ſeaſons of his 
thip and Service, -and, which muſt. go through-and: 
; Fe tincture; £o all: the reſt, a habir-of Fear of him, 
$i , {tohim;: Humility and Integrity of heart and ſoul 
Wre-him; and! in-ſum, a babitof Religion towards 
L God 
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God in his $0n Jeſus Chriſt, which is the; T* Li 
*#*5,. tho; one thing Hieceſſary, ' and over-wWeighs' a wh" 
reſt upon: this account: 1. In of the Ex lg 
and Soveraignty of the Object, Almighty God to 
weowe:our Being, and the ſtrength and flower 
Souls, 2, Inreſpet -of the nobleneſs of the end 
by, and thereinto be attained; for whereas all ch 
ſeryeonly to the Aferidian of this life, 'thelanter hi 40 
to anErernal lfe. :3.In reſpe&tof:the nat len 'þ 
of the habit ir ſelf, which hath an univerſal influe | 
ro all the reſt of the before-mentioned 'relatio, _ | yn 
advanceth and improverh, and ennobleth- th bl "Y 
would be too long to: proſecute the merhods of Red af 
ming'the Time tn the particular relations to all th 
Qions. in this ſheet of paper, therefore in this pu 
the manner of Redeeming the Time I ſhall ler 
only theſe generals. E 
I: Weare to weglei no opportanity that occurs ) as 
3 but 1, To watch allopporrunities, that offer them 
ſelves in order thereunto. 2. To ſeek for chem, if thy La 
offes not themſelves. 3. To wſe them, and not w3 ou 
them. ſlip. 
2; In the co-incidence of opportunities of e 
kinds, and ſuiting ro ſeveral ations, to give at 
prelation that correſpond to the moſt worthy att ”_ 
and-in the co-incidence of opportunities for aCtionso i 
Imoment, to prefer ſuch as are moftrare, andpt-I 
bably of unlikelihood tooccur again, before chabha me 
arc under a probability of frequent occurrence. | 
3.: Weareto be very carcful to leave ws bankgorintet- by , 
ſperſions of Idlencfsin our lives. Thoſe Men that hav 
moſt imployment and of the moſt conſtant nature, Cay y : 
not chooſe but have certain /arerfficia between thew IT 
rietics of bufineſs, which may be fitred with: implop WE 
ments; ſuirable ro their length or qualicies; and it wwe 
comes a good Husbang of his'time;- ro-have fomedely- I? ” 
nations and qeſtinations of buſmeſſesthat id be: ag 5 
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16 narure, quality, ſeaſons, and were ef thoſe ya- 
An induſtrious Husband-twan, Trade(- 
p_—_ will never want buſineſs fitred for occan 


Qnal racancies and hore [ubſeciva. Gelb his Noltes At- 


ave left us an experiment of it : . And a Chriſtian, 
ach, hath ready imployment ſor. occaſionaltin- 
s, Reading, Praying; thecrumsand fragments of 
furniſhed with their ſuicable imployments; 


4: is bs ecious; . arid therefore let none ef it be loſt. 
I: Much time- might be Gaved.and: redeemed in re- 


bg the wnneceſſary expences thereof in our ordinary 
w.attiring and tlog en our ſelyes; and the lengrbſof 


a þ ark feals, as Breakfaſts, Dinners, Suppers;; which eF 


wa ib $ 
HY 


J SES l 


wally.io this latter Age, and amang Pcople of the.bet- 
ber, are protracted to an immoderate and excefſive 
: There is little leſs than tenor twelve.hours 


hy (4 y day ſpent in theſe refeCtions- and; their appen- 
Fncies, LA ep be fairly reduced to much lets. 


8h {Take heed of entertaining ain Thewghts, whieh 
Yes very great conſumptionof time, and 1s very:inct» 
arto- Melancholy and Fanciful Perſons, whom [have 
hownto fit the greateſt part of ſeveral days in proje- 
bg what they would do if they had ſuch Eſtates, Ho- 
mrs, or Places, and fuch kind of unprofitable and vain 
aedirations; which humour is much improved in them 
ie long in bed ina Morning. 
” & Beware of two much Recreation. Some. Bodily 
viſe is neceſfary, for ſedentary Men eſpecially; bur 
j fienot be roo frequent, nor too long. Gaming, Ta». 
; and Plays, as they are pernicious, and corrupt 
z ſoif they had no other fault, yer they are jutt- 
þ Who deckinad. in reſpect of theirexceſſive expence of 
im * gand habituating Men to ldleneſs and vain thoughts; 
—_— Paflions and. Symptoms when they are 
bf; as well as while they are uſed. Let noRecreations 
py long continuance be uſed inthe Morning, forthey 
dihe loſs or Cn of the whole day after: : 


Lane r 7 Vifits 
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- 19, Vif-made of received,” arefor the moſt 'partylls 


dered j arid they are for'the moſt parrſpent in' vain all iv, 
Morning. © 2. Ler the viſits be made to, or by Peril ans 
of Impertinence, let them be ſhort,” and art ſuchtimayſink 
may be beſt ſpared from what is more uſeful or neeelly r 
ry; viz. at Meals,or preſently after. 3. Bur if the Bay 
fons to be viſited, - are Menof Wiſdom, Learning ori abi 


nence of parts,” the'Viſits may be longer} but ye&thhu 
the time may' be-profirably ſpent- in uſeful diſcounſy 
which carries with it, -as well profit and advantagey 
civility andreſpect. .- 63S 
-- B.”Be'obſtinately conſtant to your Devotions at ot 
rain ſertimes, and be fure to ſpend the-Lords dey intireh | # 
in thoſe Religious:duties proper for it; and let nothing 
butan inevitableneceflity divert you from it. For,'t; Wy 
Ir is the beſt and moſt profitable ſpent time ; it is in qrder 
tothe great end of your being in this World. 2. Itgin 
order'to your everlaſting happineſs; in compariſons 
which, all other buſineſſes of this life are idle and vain 
it is that” which will-give you the greateſt comfortin I el 
your Life, in your Sickneſs, in your Death; and he Water 
a Fool that provides not for that which will moſt cer: Bad 
tainly come. | 17 Wher: 
3. Itis the moſt reaſonable tribute imaginable unto Raw 
that God, that lends you your time, and you are bound Bin 
to pay it under all the obligations of duty, and gratis Winn 
.tude; And 4. It isthat which will ſanttifie and proſpe Bd 
all che reſt of your time, and your ſecular imployments yur 
Iam not apt to be ſuperſtitious, bur this | have certainly Yiu 
andinfallibly found true, that by my deportment- inmy atm 
duty towards God, in the times devoted: to his Serviet, Wiki 
eſpecially on the Lords day, I could :make a certain cots Buy 
jectureof my ſucceſs. in my ſecular occaſions the reſtel lad! 
the week after::If I were looſe and negligent in the ſos Bit 
mer, the lacter never ſucceeded well ; if ſtrict, and: cons 
ſcientious, 
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and iwatchful inthe urs [ was ſucceſsful 


We patperouri the larrer.) + | 


$. be Induftrious and Faithful in; your Calling. The 
# God hath nor only indulged: unto us 'a far 
of time for our ordinary occaſions, than 
ecferved to himſelf,bur alfocnjoynsand requires 


| - try and: Diligence i in it. And remember that 
_ ve that: Induftry and Diligence; not: only as 


2ns to acquire a competency: for. your ſelf and 


ah ——— but alſoas an act of Obedience to his Com- 
| : dand Ordinance; | by means whereof, you make it 


anadt of: civil Converſation, bur of Obedience 


mi ohry | God, and ſoit becomes in a manner om 


into an act:of Religion. 
p Whatever -you do,: be very careful to retain'in 
art a <abit of Religion, that may bealways about 


| peri your heart, and yourlife-always as in 


ce, and 'tending towards him. This will- be 


9 Few ally with you, : and * 9 it ſelf into acts, even 


you are notin'a-folemn poſture of Religious 
ps and. will lend you multirudes-of Religious 
cations to Almighty God, upon all occaſions: and 
Fentions, which will not at all hinder; you in-any 


- ure in-your ſecular occaſions, -but better-and -fur- 
der:you: It will make you Faithful. in your-Calling, 


& 
A 


y upon the account of an aCtuab.reflection of your 


tad upon the preſence, and command of the God-yau 


d love: It will make' you atually Thankful for 
es and:ſupplies; Temperate and Sober in all 


1m natural aftionsz Juſt and Faithful in all:your deal- 
; ] þ Patient and Contented in all your Diſappoint- 

kts and Croſſes ;-and actually conſider and intend his 
,_ in:all you do; and will give a tinfture of Reli- 


+ Devotion;upon. all your ſecular implayments 
| thoſe very actions, which are materially civil 
atural, intothe very true and forma} nature of Reli- 
, and make. your whole life to be an unintermitred- 
R life 


344 aan thang 


lifeof Rehbgion and Diity to G6d.:i>Boythishabicaſi 
ty in your Soul, will not anly:notlic fleeping andiinl 
&ive, bur: vlmoſtin every hour of: the day will pil bg'* 
atual exertings of lir' ſelf 11 applications of { =Y: ue 
fiorial. Prayers,: Thankſgivings, Depradence, 1 Y wi =. 
eo that Got thar' is always near you, cenlag,/ nl 
maaner in your heart by his fear; 'and: love; "Ib; 
enat'Religion-towards him; And: tiy: this meats " þ? 
do effeftually,: and-in the; befh arcbregdieſt mannet : al 
ginable 'doubly-Redeem: your Time: i». In 'the kill fy 
exerciſe of rhole naturatand civil concerns, which 
not only permirted, 'butin a great meaſure injeyy 
Almighty Gad: - 2: Ar the ſame time exerciſing alu F 
Religious Duties, Obſervanceand:Veneration un 4 Pic 
mighty God, dy: perpernated, or at leaft. frequi "il 
reiterated, though-ſhort aCbs-of 'devorion to: hinsi hill; 
_ this is the greatarvof Chriſtian: Chymeſtry;: to: "z "IR 
thoſe acts that are\ mdrerially natural or civil; inro@ablz6 
rruly aft formally Religious: ;.' wheneby 'the'whihu 
courſs of this life'is both: tralpand: incerpretativeſh 
_ ighty'God; and an unitrerrupred'# nos & 
Religion, 4s:theibeſt; Anbar, andimwſhy 
weriebRecemprion o his Time. "59% Was 
1, 'Be'very carefal: ro prefer thoſe Atbiont of you } 
life that moff concern you; 'berſuretodoithem chiefaſtiwl Fr 
do'rhem moſt, Lecvhoſe:things, thar are of laſi - i 
ment, give! lace-to thofe- things thariare- ' of great 
moment:: Every: Man of the\moſtiorndihary prodes i 
kaving' many-things' ro dvy with hq'ſure rs be i | 
of that firſt and! chiefeſt- which nrofd! concernaihim; FY 
andi which being” omitted, and- poſſibly wholly dip 
arg might” occaſion his. moſt irreparable loſk WM | 
ave; it is*true, many: things: to; be done in: chis' i * 
Ars longa, vita brevis ; and we have:ſeaſons and oppwili 
runities for them;' burof theſe many things, ſome | 
barely conveniencies for this life; Some; rhough'th 
ſem more neceſſary; yer ſtill: my —__ no- higher, : ay 


" ke 6 


ikea the Tithe. 7 "= 


el. þ firther, fot ferve'nd' lor tiger, jet only jt £ 
” | $ fife; and* ate of no poſſible 
al RE bticntss dekth; © The Pic fe, th Fro, 
7 | bi oats, tHe mioft' florid accommhbgitions of gi 

vo lane Learning, ſtately Houfes'and Palaces, good! 

uy Aſethons, g 2 vine Honours, higheſt Reputarion, dee} 
bh pohcy, &y are firted'only to this life';” when 
#4) | "FF es, they are inlignificant pitiful hing$ fol 
lend | For ciothing at all rhe wry Wk mome YR 

| bl, xy, the diſcaſes'anl'pains, and' langbuiſhing 


the pretudia' of death, render them perfect 
F | i ior vexatiousahd' tortiiring. Bit there are 
Wait bufineſſes* that are' nor only excellencly uſcfiſl 
ith Y: Tits, bur ſuch asabide by usiri ficknefs, in'death ; 
"\N bg along witt'vis with ſirigular comfort into the | 


f and'neverleave' us; bur ffate usin an eternal 
lie of reſt ahd happine®s, ſlich/as rfiay be with much 
7 wired in the rimes'of healch and life, but ver 
" F c ilt robe attained'in the tine of Sickneſs, and the 
T7." of :dearh; but never to be forgorten after death, 
eB avare of thar neceſſity, rharin cornpatiſon of ther, 
| £o other things ate” impertinent'anhd vain, if not de- 
{actly 'noxious' and Hhirtful. There is no necHIY 
#m 'to be_Rich, axd co'be' great in the World; « 
ctr a title of Hoyour, ſuch a place of Ta | 
# Fiofi; to leaveſuch'anlnhericatce or titular Dige 
ty "my S6n';” or to have ſo many, thouſand Pounds 
i Tay jy lovenrory, when I die. Bur there are certain 
Wes" of! abſofute* neceſſity ro me, ſuch as if I t. 
ah hout , Tam undonEand' loft, and yer \ſuch, as if no 
i ah ed Neve | in this. life;' can never be attained ; Fe. 
Bikecfore, as it concerns 'mein the hi heſt degree « to at= 
Fi them, ſoie conterhs'mein the higheſt degree, toar- 
Wthem in thislife, and to rake all opportunities 1ima- £ 
Wi! ſtable in order thereunro, and to redeem (fTE'Y miz 
We" of time for that purpoſe, leſt! ſhou hab for, ever. 
4 dpomnced, atid 'nor 'to be like rhe'£66! Virghn, to 
Ft, R 2 


= . Redeem. the Time. | 
be getting of Oyl when. the door. is ready to bef 


and with the Truant-Scholar,. to trifle away my ti ru | | 


"allotted me for my leſſon, and then to begin to le 22am t 
when my Maſter calls for me to repeat it; and the FIG F 
Tinefles are ſuch as theſe; .the Knowledge of Chriſt 
ſus,, and him Crucilicd; the atrainmentof FaithinG Gal 
through him ;. the acquaintance of my. ſelf with the 
of God ; the comporting of my ſelf with. that Y 
the exerciſe of true .and ſerious Repentance. for 
paſt; the ſteady refalution. of Obedience to his Yi 
for the time to come ; the attaining of the Pardon 
my ſins, and Peace with God rhrough Chriſt our 
the ſubduingofmy Lufts and Corruption z the conkke 
mation of my will and life to the holy Will of od, 
andthe perfeCt pattern of Holineſs, Chriſt Jeſus; the 
working out my Salvation with fear and. trembling, 
the giving all diligence to make my Calling and fe 
Qtion ſure z\ the ſitting and purging of my ſelf ro bez 
Veſſel of Glory and Immortality, . and. fitted for | 
ufe of my great Lord and Maſter, the caſting of.m 


flf into ſich a frame and poſture of mind and | 
that 1 may be fitted and ready to die, and giveup 
account to my Lord with peace and chearfulneſs, j 
comfort; ſo-that if I ſhould, either. by the hand of 
ſsme diſeaſe or caſualty, or other proyidence 'receire 
this ſolemn meſſage, Ser : yy Hoe news , for thou 


die, 1 might receive it with as much readineſs, willing- 
neſs and chearfulneſs, as a faithſul and diligent Ser- 


vant would receive this command from his Mater; 


You milit take ſuch a journey for mc to morrow. Theſe, 
and ſuch like buſinefſes as theſe, beſides the conſtant te 


hour of a juſt, yertuous, and pious life, are the moſtin- 
portant bufineſſes of a Chriitian. Firſt, ſuch as areof 
abſolute neceſſity to him, he may not, he cannot be. 


without them, Secondly, ſuch as cannotbe doneclſe- 
where than in his life; this world is the great Laho- 
ratory for "POE of Souls for the next ; ifthey are 

not 
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ti | done here, they ceaſe to be done for ever ;/ dearh 


the door, and everlaſtingly. ſeals up in thar ſtare 
(finds us. - Thirdly, And every ſeaſon of this life is 


" Car” Teaſt ſo ſuitable for it : ſickneſs, and pain, and 


ſome and froward old Age have bulſine!s enough 
themſelves to entertain us ; and any Man that hath 
ad experience of either, will find he hath enough ro 
1 aioee chem, orto ſtruggle with chem. And fourth- 
y4 We know not whether the Grace and Opportuni- 
that God hath lent us, and we have negletied in our 
lives; ſhall ever be afforded again tous in the times of 
ar'Sicknefſes, or upon our Death- beds, bur a. little 
wrtion of time in our Lives and Healths are furniſhed 
wh thouſands of invitations and golden opportuni- 
ties for theſe great works. Let us therefore redeem 
thoſe portions of time that our life and health lend us, 
f this great and one thing neceſſary. ; 
Andnow, ifa Man ſhall take a ſurvey of the com- 
w1yCourſe, even of the Chriſtian World: we ſhall find 
tpgenerality of Mankind the verieſt Children, Fools, 
ad Madmen, that ever Nature yielded. The very 
of Children in ſpending their times in Rattles, and 
horſes, is more excuſable than theirs, whoſe 
maſon and experience ſhould better inſtruct them. 
There is not any Man ſo ſenſeleſs, but he knows he 
miſt die, and he knows not how ſoon he ſhall hear of 
tat fad Surmons ; and if he were fo brutiſh as not to 
tink of ir, or believe it, yet the Weekly Bills of Mor- 
ality give him daily inftances of it: and yet if weda 


ntobſerve the world of Men, they do for the moſt 'parr 


Wholly rrifle away their time in'doing that which is e&- 
M;'or in doing nothing z or in doing nothing, ro.any 
jwpoſe, or becoming a reaſonable Nature. One Man 
tifles away his time inFeaſting and Jollity ; another in 
Gming or vain and unneceſſary Recreations, in Hunt- 

Hawking, Bowling, and other waſifullexpences of 
ime; F Another in fine Cleths, -Powderings, and Paint- 
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be. World, the unhappy expences oftirye, .and 
Wea Hongur would be preſearly Fe 
I FR 0 OR of thaſe _ ſpenthaurs, and days, aj 
F416 MA CONDO: berecalled, nor xedeemed by the wig 
a World. But the great miſery of Mankind 16 zhi, 
they Keke nor. will not, in-the 1jmes of health, apt: 
- Elpage t| he conſideration af death and judgment 5900p; 
nor ppt qn any apprehepſions ar thoughts, that cheging 
yull come when things will be otherwiſe with them 
than now it is; or rhat they will be driven iotoan- 
i Fed of eftimate of things than now they haye, a 
this their way is their Folly. Man heing jn Honqur,n 
alth, in Life, underſigaderh not, but becomes likt 
the Brafias 2 periſh. 9. V2 
4 1 come to the Re = we qught thus to Be 
deem « our Time, which may be theſe: 
I. Our time is a Telext put into our bands by the 
Bropr, Lord of the whole Family of Heaven and Eant, 
ſuch whereaf1 we Arc to give an account when gut 
Fe calls and ; and it t will be a lamentable Account, when 
it ſhall conſiſt of ſuch /rems as theſe : [tem, by 
much of it ſpent in Plays, and Taverns, and Gaming 
6-1 P mh of it ſpent in Sleeping, Eating, Drink 
+ ltem, So much: ſpent in Reereations and Rar 
68, Hem, So much ſpear in getting Wealth and 


Honour, 
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Redeem the. Time. Ws 
.&6,) and.there remains ſo: much which, was 
A in doing 


& of Fr hi 
er af 166 (Our ciMe. 15/4 Veioeſel Talent, that every, Mai | 


xe fives.co diſcretion,. hath,, Every. Man hath hor. a 


Wy (4 of Learning, orof Weal th, or, Honour, or Sub- 
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thy: 6f Wir to. account for; but, every. Manthat ey 
the Ago of Diſcretion, , hath Time to AFOPURt for... 


Man hath a Talent of Oppereavity, ro improve his 


{aentio fone meaſure, put into his hand;.: The ver 
marks and light of Nature, the very principles of netu- 
n Religion arcladpged inthe heartsofall, Men; which 
pihe-help of his nagural.reaſon,; he might exerciſe to 
'& & ſome acts of Service, Duty, and Religion towards God, 

: @ ft the Chriſtian hath much- more. | 
ia © 4 The Redemption and Improyement. of our Time, 


the next and immediate End why, is 55 given, or lent 
ws ind why. we are placed in this life z and the waſt- 
ing of our time is a diſappointment of this very. end 
dour being ;_ for thereby we conſequently diſappoiat 
Gadof his Glory, and our ſelves of our haginees 
; Upon the management and diſpoſal of our time 
dens the tverlafting Concernment of oxr Souls, Ex 
We towento pender erftirnites. If it be redgemed, improe 


red; and imployed as it ought to be, we ſhall in the 
exe moment after, death, enter into ad. Immurable, 
[ftergal, and Perfeft fate of Glory z ific be either ſin- 


ar idle ſpent, we fall intg an Everlaſting, Irreco- 
ferable and Unchangeable ſtate of Miſery. 


4:6. The bukne@ we have te do.in. this life, in order 


wo.the cleanſing of our Souls, and fitting them. far 
Glory, is a Great .4nd Important Buſineſs, and the rime 


\# have ta._live hath. ewyo mf? Frome qualities a re- 


erence to that buſineſs, x. It is : our longeſt pe- 


to&is nat above 80 years, and pick there be that 

ariveco that Age. 2. It is very 5auſued aud wnrertain; 

; "mh beinfinize aGgidents, Cho and diſtempers rhac 
4 


Cut 
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$56 Redeem the” Time. | 
cnt us off ſuddenly ; 'as acute" diſcales; ſuch as:feay 
give us any warning; and conſidering how:'may 


ſtrings, as it-were,'there are to hold-us up, -and haul 
ſmall and inconſiderable they are, -and how eaſily by 
ken, and the breach -or diſorder of any of the leaft a}. 
them may be an inlet to death, it is a kind of Mirach 
tharwe live a month. Again, there be many Diſeaſs iſ 
that render us ini a manner dead while: we live, as Apo + 
plexies, Palſies,: Phrenfies, Stone, Gout, which renda ++ 
our time either grievous, or very unuſeful to us. FE 
7, Time once loſt, ir is loſt for ever: It is wwe if - 
robe recovered; all the Wealth of both the ndies will: 
not redeem nor recal- the laſt hour I ſpent ; it ceaſeh ©! 
for ever. | fy 
8. As our time is ſhort, ſo there be many things th NN 
corrode and waſt that ſhort time; ſo that there remain =, 
bur little thar is ſerviceable to our beſt imployment, Let 
us take but out of our longeſt lives, the weakneſs and 
folly of Childhood and Youth, the impotency- and - + 
moroſity of our old Age, the times for cating, drink- WF 
ing, ſleeping, though with moderation, the timesof i 
ſickneſs and indiſpoſedneſs of health, the times of Carey, | * 
Journeys and Travel, the times for neceſlary Recreati- 
ons, Interview of Friends and Relations, and a thou- 
ſand ſuch expences of time, the reſidue will be but a 
ſmall pittance for our buſineſs of greateſt moment, the 
buſineſs I mean, of fitting our Souls for Glory ; and; if 
that be miſſpent, or idly ſpent, we have loſt our Trea- 
ſure, and the very Flower and Jewel of our time. 
©. 9, Let us but remember, that when we ſpall come ta 
Dye, and our Souls fit as it were hovering upon our 
_ lips, ready to take their flight, at how great a ratewe 
\ would then be willing to purchaſe ſome of theſe hours 
We once trifled away, but we cannot. | | 
| To, Remerpber that this is the very Elixir, the v6. 
ry Hell of Hell to the damned Spirits, that they had once 
a Time, wherein they might upon caſie rerms, have 
NO IV | $73 procured 
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accured Excrlaſting Reſt and -Glory z-bus they, fooliſh» 
dagd- vainly; mifſpent_that.time and. fealan. which. is 
ww.notto be recovered. | (DjIearrs 
1 £ 
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Great Audit, 


With the Account of the Good Steward. 


wn? +oP 


CHE Great Lord of the World hath placed 
the Children of Men in this Earth as his 
Stewards; and according to the Parable in 
Matthew 25, He delivers to every Perſon 
his Talents, a Stock of Advantages or Op= 

rtunities: to ſome he commits more, . to ſome leſs, 

all ſome. 

\This Stock is committed to every Perſon under. 4 

af; or Charge, toimploy the ſame'in_ ways, and to 

kde, and in proportion ſuitable to the Talents thus 
mitted to them, and to the meaſure and quality 


Fo EOS FTEESES EZ=S a7 =eaer”acss 


them. 
we I The Ends of this deputing of the Children of Men 
urs Tithis kind of Imployment of their Talents, are divers ; 
That they may be kept in continual action and 


ve. Wotion ſuitable ro the condition of reaſonable , Crea- 
1c6 ies, as almoſt every thing elſe in the World is con- 
ve Wed in motion ſuitable to its own ngture, which is 


the 


3532 .\ The. Great Audir. 
the ArdjeF of the Wiſeinan's diſcourſe, Feckyf, 1.4 
HU vhwmngs are full of labour. 2. Thar in that reguly 
motion they may attain ends of Advantage to.thay 
ſelves; forall things are ſo ordered by the moſt Wi 
God, that every Being hath its own proportionablePy; 
fection and H , inſeperably annexed to 
and work which his Providence hath deſtined it-unty 
3. Thatinthat due and regular imployment, each Ma 
might be in ſome meaſite fbrvictable and advantageny 
to another.. 4. Thac although the great Lord of thy 
Family, can receive no Advantage by the Service : 
his Creature, becayſe he is Perfect and All-fi 
himſelf; yet hereccives Glory-and Praiſe by ir, py 
Complacency Ih he-beholding a Conformity in th 
Creature, to his own moſt Perfect Will. 

To the dye Execution. of this Truſt commit 

6 Ohikdren of Men; | and for their inco | 
it , he hath annexed « Reward by his Promiſe, andt| 
free o_ intment of his own good pleaſure; Thy Tal 

ore is not metitorioufly due to th b 

emp ae Talent; for as the Talent is the Lardila 
fo is'the ſtrength and ability whereby ir is implayed;Mies, 
bucby his own good pleaſure and free iſe, Merc-Miay 
ward is knit tothe lr In this cafe therefore the ins. 
ward is not demandable, fomach upon the accountulliir 
the Divine Juſtice as upon the account of the [ M 
Truth and Fidelicy. On the orher fide, tothe nt 
miniſtration of this truft, there is annexed @ retri w 
onof Puniſhment ; and this mofyd naturally and men 
riouſly, for the Law of common Juſtice and Rea 
moſt juſtly ſubject the Creature, that dependsin hi = 
ing-upon his: Creator, to the Law and Wilbof the Ct: * 
tors and therefore, having received a Talent frombigh, 
Lord, and, together with his Being, in: ability to.i ” yo 
ploy it according rs the Will of his Lord, a aoo-ingh. 
ployment, or miſ-imployment thereof doth moſt 
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jo150 Nv eg ree wRNNg aothe antral and 
nſaquens offs demerir 
thar-do necrive theſe Talems, ſewe 
gnplay thers well; though in variaus dogrees ; fame 
5 more advantage, [fame to leſs; and akhough abe 
o& Hysbands came ſhore of what they fhould do, and 
gheſt are in this reſpeft wnpraficable Serwanes{5 yer if 
berebea Faithful, Confriencgions, and/Sincere Indea+ 
ar-to imploy that Talent to their Maſters honour, 
are accounted Gaed Stemerds, and the MMicrits 
y rio ſupply by Faith, chat wherein chey came 


7 Wy he other ſide, ſome perſons are Unfaithfal Stew- 
te od of their Talents, and theſe are of three kinds : 
i Such as wholly mifimploy their Talents, turning 
ie 5 the Diſhonour and Diflervice of their Lord, 
wich'rhey ſhould have imployed to his Service; and 

ticBiglehave a double account co make, wiz. of their 

filents, and of their miſimployment.. 2. / Sach':as 


[ {ne at all jmploy their Talent, but as,rthey dono 
iam, f they do no good with it; rheſe are Ns 
a;;and have the fingle, but full accountoftheir Ta 
make. 3. Sychas do make'fſome uſe of their Ta 
(75 do norpraduce an increaſe ortionable to 
bi Stack, and fo, though they are nor debtors for 
wr whole Talexrs,-yet-are in arrear and grown be- 
W-hand and- fo upon the foot of their account are 
ad Debtors to their Lord, which without Fairh in 
i, and his Merits coming in to thakeup:the Sym, 
Lhe enough tacaft them in Prifon, and there keep 
to Ecernity, | 
Pb Racoording to theſe varieties of degrees, of good 
mh | or: d adminiſtration, are the degrees, of Reward or 
> ike. He that hath adminiftred, his Truſt well, 
lat there is a great acceſs of his improvement, hath 
eater accels of Glory ; and he that hath leſs ſurptoſ- 
0 don his account, ſhall have the lefs degroeof Gor 
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254 . The Great Audit. 
and onthe other ſide, he that hath many om,» | 
made no improvement, his Debt and'Puniſhment ful: 


bethe,yreater : He that hath fewer Talents, his Nin (2H 
improvement leaves him a debtor in a leſs ſum; and | 


conſequently ſubje&t toa leſs Puniſhment. 


The Great day of Account will be the great Day ( 


Judgment, when the Lord of the Families of the wh 


Farth, will callevery Manto his account of his Steway 


ſhip here on Earth. Wherein we may with revereng, 
and for the better faſtening it upon our affeCtions, | 


poſe rhe Lord thus to be ſpeaking toall, and my bo To 


ricular perſon inthe World. 


The Charge. 


4 « Come ye Children of Men, as hav rms bh 
-made:you Stewards of my Bleflings upon Earth, anal; 


«committed to every one of you that come to'the 3%; 


©-uſe of your underſtanding, ſeveral Talents to imploy 


« and improve to the honour and ſervice of meyarl,.; 


«Lord and Maſter; ſo now I come to calliyou to rende I; bp 


© an:Account of your Stewardſhip: and becauſe you 


© ſhall ſee the particular Charge of your ſeveral Receiph, nn 


© whereunto you may give your Anſwers, behold, here 
«is a Schedule of »the particulars with which I will 
* charge you. Give in your particular Anſwer how 


< you have imployed andimproved them, and ſee you T 


*do it truly ; for know, I have a controul and cheak Ie 


© upon:you;; a controul within you, - your ow 
© ences, and a controul without you, my Book-of Re 
* membrance, wherein all your Receipts, Disburſinenty 
* and Imployments are Regiſtred. 

I,.*I have given unto. you all your Senſes, and pt 


«© cjpally thoſe two great Senſes of diſcipline, your , + 


© and your Hearing. . 
© ./rem, | | have given tnto you all, Underſand 
© and Keaſon to be' a guide of your Attions, and to ſog 


* of you more eminent degrees thereof, 7) « 


a 


(Res p g 


The' Great Andit. 35s 


2s Trem. I have:given you all, 2demory, a treaſur of 
things paſt, heard and obſerved. : 
©* Trems. have given you a Conſcieace to. dire@t'you 
{nod to check you in your miſ-carriages, and'to en- 
courage you in well-doing ; andI have furniſhed thac 


7 i. 5 


Cor of yours with light and principles'of truth 
and practice, conformable to my will. 
© 1erp. I have laid open toall your view the Works of 
7 Power and Providence, the Heavens andtheEarth 
the. conſpicuous adminiſtration of my Wiſdom and 
Power in. them. 

'*ſtew.- I: have delivered over to.your view, my'more 
Sia! Providences. over the Children of Men; 'the 
(Diſbenſation of Rewards and Puniſhments, according 
peaneres' or demerits; 
&itew. 1 have given you the advantage of Speech, 
ſhe dy to communicate your minds to one another, 

. to. inſtruct and advantage one Eto by the 

"del thereof: | 
the ; . I have given you Time of life in this World,” 
tg: nelonger, to-ſome ſhorter, to alla:time of life," a 
pafor a-wherein you might exerciſe thoſe other Ta- 
he Bl have intruſted you withal. . . : | 
ſtem, I have delivered over: unto you theruls and” 
ex over r Creatures, allowing you thei uſe of 
Þ for your ood, Raiment, and. other Conveni-' 


TT SS a 


6 . Beſides theſe common Talents, I have'intru- 
kd you withal, I have delivered over to'you;' and to 
ref Woe. divers ſpicial and eminent Talents above others, 
] We; of rhe Afind, or ſuch as concern you, as' intelle- 
Creatures... 

[ ©Grear Learning and Knowledge. i inthe Works of 

ture, Arts and Sciences ;- great Hrudence and Wiſdom 
* conduct of Aﬀairs, [Elocxtion, | excellent Edx- 


\* 


M) | 
te 
lo 
ole 
you 
pts, 
| 
neck 
nM. 


on P «Of the Body, a firm and Healthy Conſtitution, 


ſtew, agth, Beawy, and Comlineſ.. | 3.*Of 


x6 OPT 


. $:* ff, Extermld Great: Afftluence: of Waoatth n 
c " RHO, Eminence of Plavo,; arid Power and Hinexr y gh 
on: and:.Bftecth in' the Warldy: gtdar Surthn B 
t _ enterpriſes and: undertakings, : ana add pra; 
© RelaciOne anconoMICALL ' ; 
;j 4+: * Of things of mixer Natures: : Chriſtian: 2niblitnjy 
c Education ; Coutifel and; Adviceef faithfol- an juf; fl 5 
« ciqusrFvends;\ good Laws in" theiplace: and. -Covnty {2 
© where-you: live the-writtemWordof Govkaoqualnty i 13 
© you-withimy Willj. andithe: way:rs Erernal' Life BY 
© Word Preached by able and powerful:dinferriiih BB 
© of; the: Suoraments,c both for yout"-ineatiby and 
©. etion;| ſpeoial-antl- ppwerful Aforroms 
ris upon:ydur Confcienoesy/* 
e Fxyoonla cnryng in, and:to holinetsy' Sperial'Þ: lent! 
* devorr abſtracting and divertingiyon from the-oomutic i tlt 


c fie of:things contrary! tony.” Will;difhononrablety {x q 


< my Name; and: hurtfat- coyour: felvesz: Ch fe 
© and Correfions eminently and plainly _— [2 
© chnlmitted:byiyour ſolfes:and others; ſothac ydl Mick 
* wayilegible;inche -pupifhment;;”: B=winenr Bleſs wm 
* the ways of tiolinefs amd-virrue,..ovenrorheviewtf”" - 
* the World; Eminent/Refttrutionsahd erat 2h 
*:on: Repentance andAmendrinent of lif&; moſt cleayebt F 
"Jenkable Experiences of iny Love, Favoar; and LiftentigY ® 
© to-yourPrayers,. to: encourage you'tb 'a'Dependinit ſimu 
* upon me; ſingular Opportwnities put into yourtnun "Th 
x ofinftructingtheIghorant; I, 291117 0 
* prbmoting/my Honoor? / 3) 9m 
< Theſe-cart: ſome. ofehermany: TalehwahichTiin "Th: 
© cotnmitred.to: you;-theugh in:differing d&grees! Gm 
© up your accounts, you Children of Men, howrybn 
RNIINERY cho” ; 


oThe + edges by $6 Good: 
Steward... : 


Y 'Or before I enter into PREG with © by Wits 
5 muft confeſs; | that if thoti ſhouldf Mey 
kent: with me, and detmand-rhat' Accotit' which 
i Juſtic thou mayeſt require of me, I ſhenſdlbefound 
Debtor: 1'confels I have not naproved-tify! Ta- 
nts becording to that meafire/ of ability rhat/ tha 
lat lent me: I therefore moſt humbly. offer micothee 
tpitedundane: Merit of thy own/ Son es ſupply iny 
iþ& $ and-to- make: good what is wanting 15 my/a62 
jmpry- yer- according to-rhy conwand; 1-de tiumbl 
[ der er my Diſcharge *the Trutly ehou haſt committed 
we; as followertr: £21261] 
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T, In General, Sow :44:bb nd 21-2110 


A * he Bleſſings and Talexity wherewieh thou haft 
wb : 
lave looked up to chee with a Thankful Fence, AS 
neat, 'Giver'of them/***> 3: 
Fhave: focked ipan my ſelf as Unworchy of: allows” 
th i ve looked upon them as committed to-iyy'ThiRt 
rardhip, to' manage” fe ns the- crids/thar 
ky were given, the hone of my-Lord'ant Mafter: + 
- nave therefore been Watchful and Sobte'in 'tht Uſe 
| ref of” thei left 1 flouſt? 'Be nfaitfifl, in 


y | [have at ary time, through! weakheſh: RP 
_ or F-COpration, miſ-nployed any' oF thewy 
I have 


til 
8 
y 
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Ihave been reſtleſs, till have in ſome meaſure red 
Ny Rs "7 Repentance and Amendment, 


'2. In particular. 


Concerning mySthſes; \and thei uſe: of them: » \' 

I have made a coyenant with mine es, thatthy 
ſhould not rove aftet-Vanity, © Srbiader Objetts; [ 
- have imployed them in beholding thy works of monk 
and.wifdom, / :;;-» - 

. have buſied. them. i in reading thoſe Books and; we 
ring-that Day inferas} me. in the great concernmenye 
Keernal Life. 

. have ſtopt my Farr againk ſinfuland. unprofitakþ 
diſcourſe, and agatoſt {landering,, and: 'ying, and fiat 
tering: tongues. 

1 have exerciſed. them in liftenig: to: thoſe ching 
that eight increaſe :my Faith, Knowledge, and Pity; 
-: have kept ther-open to. the, cry of the Poor;and 

elled, to; relieve: them;.// the reſt of. the-1 
ments of theſe and my other Senſes, have been formy 
neceſſary preſervation,and the honeſt exerciſe of an ho- 
neſt Calling and Converſation. 


+,,3- 2s to the Reaſon and Underſtanding thos bt 
F i _ 


Thave Taka careful to governmy Senſes and fenfyl 
Appetite by my Reap, and to govern raya 
thy Word. 

T:have endeavoured to. uſe and imploy it, but not 
| lean or. depend-upon-itz, I make-it: my Aſſiſtant Ut 
not my Idol. 

':; I have been careful .to wind upmay Reaſon and 
derftanding tothe higheſt key in the ſearching out 
Fruchs,, bur eſpecially thoſe that are of the greateſt odn- 
Ferament 1n marters of Faith, Lhave made me 
anding 
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tandingito be laborious and mduſtrious; :but fill kepe 
under Yoke and Rule of thy Werd;! leſtit hould grow 
extravagant: 'and: petulant. 
i-bhaxe Jooked.,upan' my Underſtanding. and- Reaſon; 
4 zRay-of thy Divine: Light; and-therefore I haye 
aſecbit for thee, and have counted-it a moſt high Sa- 
fg Ingratitudeand Rebellion, to: gay. ir againſt 
Hon SCTVICE. 
endeavoured principally to furniſh ie with that 

edge; which .will-be of uſe-in;the other. World: 
nes -been my' buſineſs, - other ſtudies gr -acqueſts 
ofacher; knowledge, have becn. cither.)for the neceſ- 
hpuſ of this life, or harmleſs divertiſements, or re» 
argcions.: In the exerciſe of my Reaſonz: ason the ane 
fide, I have avoided Idlenefs, Supineneſs, or Neglect; 
ſoon the other ſide, I have not imployed itin Vain, Cu- 
rows} Unprofitable, Forbidden Inquiries ;.J have-ſtu- 
dedto uſe it with Sobriety, Moderation, Humility, and 
Thankfulneſs; and as I have been careful to imploy it, 
pl have been as carefulnot:to.miſ-imploy it; Tlooked 

it as chy Talent,. and therefore ANTS a the 
S, [the uſe andſervice of it. ** 23 {þ 
A, in P01 13. (01) 134424 4 26. 9M 

\ iq. Asto the Memory thew bt lem.n me. 

WET. 

.Ohthe Contemplation of that firangs, and wonderful 
knlty, that diſtin&tly, and notwithſtanding the inter- 
wntion of thouſands of objedts, retains their {mages and 
lreſentations, with all their Circumſtancesand Con- 
kquencs, I have admired the wonderful Wiſdom, Pow: 
nd Perfection of the Lord, 

Thave endeavoured principally to treaſure- up in tt 
toſe chings chat. may be moſt of. uſe-for the life to 
ame, and moſt conducible to- the attaining of it ; thy 
llrges, Commands, Directions, Promiſes ; _ my own 
lays; Reſolutions, Eepoticncg, Failingsz to keep 
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me'Conftant inmyDiuty, Dependant upon Golf. 
—_ Humbleand Peniteng.'; © 5 pl þ I” 
Some things I have Studied 10 forget ; injuries, 
and hurtful-aiftourſes; and fach things as citherwg 
makeme the>worſe:by :remembring them, or wake y 
£00 [much-room in - my :memory, / which might be 
cd and ſored with beter furniture. ' | 
The Reſt of the imployment of my 2 
been 'to afſift me: in the ordinary-and =, 
verfation” wich” others, the ways 'of my Calling; 
rforming of my 'Promiſes.and 'Undertakings;'x 
ee of :good 'and lawful *.carning, that therehyi 


might do ſervice 'to'thy Name, ferve my Generat 
and improve my: ffi in noeriodge; Wiſdom and this 
Kanding. 


5. Ms roach »y Conſvience, andthe igri 
haſt pou me: im it, ; 

"x, It hath Seen MY care to-itmprove that Natinl 
Lighr,--an@ro furpiſhitwith the-beir principles1 couli; 
Betore I had the knowledge" of thy+Word,':[.gau 
much furniture as I could from the Writings of the 
beſt Moralifts;, *and*the 'Bxamples-of- the beſt Men; 
after I had the light of rhy Word, I furniſhed it with 
tho'e moſt PUT: and neg Principles thac'l found 
11-8. ? 
1[18.-1 have' been very. diligent to keep. my Conſtiews 
clean z 'to incourape it in the Vicegerency that rheu 
haſt -girew/ ir: over ny-Soul'and Actings, I have kepyit 
in the throne and greateſt reverence: and authority i 
my. heart: | 
'3.-1n ations tobe done or omined;: I have ub 
ways adviſedwithit;'and'taken'its advice, | havetith 
ther ſtifled, nor forced, \nor bribed 'it 5; but gave its 
free liberty to-adviſe and ſpegk-our; and a free ſubje- 
4tion cf my Will, Purpoſes, and Actions to it, 


————— — — = - 
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wa | B ; chrongh inadvertency of mind, or importuni- 


þ r* bs 
"4. 


eemprations; or-precipitancy of occaſion, or ne- 
ty- of the- times, I have ar any timedone arniſs, I 
fot raken her upſhort, or ſtopped her mourh, or 
mown artention' to her: chiding apd/ reproof; but 1 


i ; _ with much ſubmiſſion of mind born her Cha- 
— Y ſement, - and improved it to an hundbling of my felf 
yore rhe for my failings; for I looked! upon her as 


ating by thy Authoriry;/ for thy Service,” and tv thy 


ho gry; and I durft not diſcourage, diſcountenance, or 
"PF dſbbry her. 


_ 


— 


A 
to 


5. When ſhe was pleaſed, and gave me'good words, 


Imasglad ; for I ctteemed her as a glaſs thar repreſented 


tiny Soul the favour or diſpleaſure of God himſelf, 
and how he ſtood affeted towards me. 

6, I have more trembled under the fear of a feared 

diſcouraged Conſcience, than 'under'the fear of a 
fwp'or ſcrupulous Conſcience, becauteT always coun- 
ted:the latter, thouge more rroubleſome, yer more 

; 1+ 

jt have been very jealous either of wounding, or 
wieving, or diſcouraging, or deading 'my Conſcience. 
{have-therefore choſen rather ro forbear thar which 
femed-bur indifferent, left there ſhould be ſomewhar 
Wit thar might be unlawful; and would rathergrari- 
my Conſcience, with being | roo ſcrupulous, than 
Whleaſe, diſquiet, or flat ir, by deing too venturous: 
[have Rtill-choſen' rather! ro forbear what might be 
Wably lawful, chan'to do that which might be pofſi- 
tWy'unſawful ; becauſe I'could noterre in theformer, 
Imight in the latter; -If things'were diſpurable whe- 
ter-they might be done; I rather choſe to forbear, 


_ the lawfulneſs of Mm forbearance Was ( & 
wa y = 


"8: AS have been careful to adviſe impartially with 
wConſcicnce, before my Actions, ſolcft either through 
| Irertence,precipirancy,incogirancy, or ſudden'emer- 
wy S 2 gEncies, 
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gencies, I hadicommitted--anv; thing amiſs, either 
the nature or manner ofthe Aftion, I-commonly,; & 
Night, brought: my aCtions, - of the-day paſt; before 
Judicatory of my; Conſcience, and left her roa fe 
impartial. cenſure of. them ;- and; what ſhe ſente aol 
well done, I with humility. returned: the praiſe th 
to-thy. Name ; what ſhe ſertenced done amilky 1 
humbly-ſue unto thee for Pardon, and for. Grace 40x 
vent me from.'the like miſcarriages. By this Gi 
kept, my ; Conſrience ative, renewed, and prefer 
my peace with thee, and learned Vigilance and Candi 
for the time. to-goime. x 


6. As touching. thy great Works of Creation al 
| Providence, | 


- I-have net looked upon thy works inconſideratth 
_ commonly, and paſled them over as comm 
andordinary things,-as men-uſually do upon thinggef 
common and ordinary occurrence ; bur l have ſearghed 
into. them as things, of great Eminence and Wonder, 
and have eſteemed-it a great part of my duty, thatthe 
wiſe. God of Nature requires of the Children of men, 
wha. therefore expoſed theſe his Great Works: to-our 
view, and gaveus Eyes to behold; and Reaſon in ſome 
meaſure to-obſerve and underſtand them ; and ther 
fore I have ſtrictly obſerved the Frame of che World, 
the Motion, Order, and. Diyine Oeconomy of them; 
: I have ſearched into their Qualities, Cauſes, and-Ope 
rations, and have. diſcovered as: great, if not-greater, 
matter of admiration. therein, than in the- external 
beauty and proſpect, that ar the firſt view they protec 
ted to my ſenſe. _ 

2. And this diſquiſition and obſervation, did aft 
reſt only inthe bare peruſal of the works themfelves; or 
their. immediate-ratural Cauſes, upon which theyde 

pended; bur 1 traced-their Being, Dependence, on i 
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yment untothee, theFirſt Cauſe, and by this pro- 


" f Cover Sand tracing of things 'ts their Original,” I 


SOp. _ *u 


| - xc 4 up to a 'molt demonſtrative conviction, That 
is'a God thar is the Firſt cauſe of rheir Being, and 
+ and in the contemplation 'of the admirable 


ered 5 of; "of the works, mine eyes behold, their ſingular. 
1d , \ and Order, the admirable Uſefulneſs, Conve- 
m a wor, and: Adaptation. of one -thing to another ; the 
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tancy,” Regularity, and Order of the Motion of the 
ens and Heavenly Bodies ; the Mutual Subſervien- 
'one 'thing. to another, the Order and Uſeful 
Nirion of the Elements, the Fertility of the Earth, the 
Variety of Beauty, and Uſefulneſs of the Creatures, 
their admirable Inftints, the wonderful Fabrick of the 
body of Man, the Admirableneſs and Uſefulneſs of his 
faculties animal, and 'the ſingular Adapration of the 
ns to thoſe faculties, - the ſtrong Powers of the 
Reaſonable Soul. In the contemplation of theſe, and 
ich-as theſe Varieties, I did to the everlaſting filen- 
mg of the Atheiſm, that 'my'own Corruprtions were 
gtronouriſh, conclude, Thar there is bur One God, 
that he is moſt Powerful, moſt Wiſe, Knowing all 
tings, Governing all things, Supporting all things. 
low: theſe convittions, I was ſtrengthned in the Be- 
&fof thy Holy Word, which had fo great a congruity 
mh cheſe Truths, that the ftrict and due contempla- 
wn. of thy Creatures did ſo demonſtratively evince, | 
And upon theſe Convictions, I did learn the 
more to Honour, Reverence, and Admire Thee, and 
wWorſhip, Serve, and Obey Thee, to depend and 
«upon Thee, to walk Humbly, and Sincerely, and 
Wwefully before Thee, as being preſent with * me, 
nd: beholding me; to Love and Adore Thee as 
the Fountain of all Being and Good. When I look- 
upon. the Glory and Uſefulneſs of the Sun, 1 ad- 
wired the God that made it, chalked: ont irs motions 


1 it, placed it in thar due diſtance from the Earth, 


S 3 for 
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for its uſe and conveniency, . When I looked-upe te is 
Stars, thoſe huge and wondexful. balls of lighs,inh 

ced in that immence diſtance from the Inferior Be 
and one from another, their Multitude and | 
admired the Wiſdom and Power of that God, h 
Hand ſpans the Heavens, and hath fixed every y 
in its place, Nay, when 1 looked: upon: the poor | 
Herbs that ariſe our of the Earth, :the-loweſt of, 
rables, and conſidered the ſecret ſpark of life r 
it, thar Artrats, Increaſeth, Groweth, = 
ſerves it {cf and in its kinds; the various virt 

are in them for the. Food, Medicine, and we 
more perfect Creatures, my Mind was carried; 
the Admirationand Adoration, and Praiſe of tharGe 
whoſe Wiſdom, Power, and Influence, and Gove 
ment is ſcen in theſe little ſmall Foor-itcps, bf hi 
Goodneſs; ſo that. take all the wiſeſt, ableit,- mot 
powerful and knowing Men under Heaven/ they Catk 
not equal that. Power and Wiſdom of thine, . thatis 
ſen. in a blade of graſs z nor ſo much as trace outz/o 
clearly or diſtin&tly. decipher the great Varieties inthe 
production, growth, and proceſs 'of its ſhort, yet 
wonderful continuance ; infornuch that there is Fc 
any thing rat we converſe withal, but yielded: melt 
ſcriptions of the Power and Wiſdom of their Maket 
Written upon them, 

4. lathe. contemplation of thy great works of the 
Heavens, thoſe goodly, beantiful, and numerousÞo 
dies fo full of Glory -and Light, Lever refleCted upa 
my felf with David's meditation, Lord what is Maths 
thou art minaful of him, or the Son of Man, that thowt 

gardeſt him |! tis true, Man in himſelf conſidered, wa 
SN ——_ fullof wonder, but compared with theſe good 
ly Creatures, he is but an inconſiderable thing. 1 learnt 
by thy Creatures.to be humble, and adore: thy conde- 
ſcenlion, that art pleaſed from Heaven, the dwelling 
place of thy Majeſty and Glory, to take care of m_ 
worm as Man, 'Sinful Man, 5-4 
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+ Creating and:Governing: the World, |. have earned: 
Saiſion-to. thy Will,; as being the. Will of the fame; 
waſt-Wiſe Geek that: by. his Wiſdom hath: Created, 
Governs! al things Aadtherafng af here _— 
vie; ; perfect + Wil: I have lear to depend uv L 
p Providence, who though I am, but a Worth, in 
mperiſon-of thy Heavenly works, yet I am an Ex- 
lene-and | Eminent Creature,. in compariſon of the 
ſarens andthe Graſs of the Fields ; yet thoſe he feeds, 
withe( he cloaths, and ſhall he not much more cloath 
ad feed me > Thus have in ſome meaſurelmproved 
ie Talents: of thy works, thereby to find and. trace vur 
wyMajeſty, thy Power, Wiſdom, and Greatneſs, and 


npomn Duty. 


7 Toxching thy more Special Providences toward 
x the Children of Men. 


1 As by the Works of Nature, I have learned what 
thou art,: and- ſomething of my Duty. thereupon to 
thee; ſo-by thy providence towards the. Children of 


Men;I have in ſome- meaſure learnedthe ſame, and a 


finther lefſon, viz. What thy Will'is;. for thou haſt nor 
kſtcky! (elf without: a witneſs thereof ro'a meer natur 
ml-Man; qbſerving thy- Providence-towards the Chil- 
enof Men. _ I have: obſerved ſome Men of eminent 
juſtice and Uprightneſs of Life, Purity and Sandtimoy 


09; Temperance and Sobriety, Mercy and-Geatleneſs, 


nes Forbearance, Bounty and Liberality.;, ang 
aveobſcrved themrobe very Happy Men, and bleſ- 
& in-what was:moſt deſired by them. It way bethey 
were-Rich and Grear z. but if they were not, , it was be» 
auſeRiches and Greatneſs was nat the thing they, moſt 
nlued, perchanceit might have been a burden to them 
whe ſuch; but I haye always obſeryed them to be 


S 4 Happy 
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Happy in what” they moſt deſired: and: valued q'chy 
had Sereniry and” Quietneſs' of Mind': If they "wes 
not Rich, yet they were viſibly Happy in 'their'Co/ 
rentedneſs; and if they were not Grear, yet rhiey way 
apparently [Honourable in the eſteem and value ofs 
thers ; nay, if they were under external Lofles," Craf: 
ſes, Reproaches, yet in the midft thereof, it was mf 
; apparent to all Men,they cnjoyed that which they'mue 
valued, a moſfcompoſed, chearful, patient, content 
- Soul; and rhjs hath been apparently- as viſible ro'al 
Spetators, as if they had injoyed a full Confluencee 
external Happineſs, and very many times, unleſs upon 
eminent and viſible reaſons, before the end of their 
days, they had fignal returns of Eternal Enjoyment, 
I have obſerved Men of notorious and wicked lives 
Traytors, -Murderers, Oppreſſors, Adulterers, Coye- 
nant-breakers, and other Villanies, ſecured by eminent 
power, policy, or ſecrecy ; yet by wonderful Proyi- 
dence that Power broken, that policy diſappointed, that 
ſecrecy diſcovered, and Eminent Judgments anſwers 
ble: to rheir eminent demerits, | have overtaken them 
I have ſeen and obſerved both in my ſelf and others, 
our Sins and Offences. ſo ſuitably and proportionably 
anſwered with Puniſhments, that though they ſeems 
be produced by ſtrange and moſt caſual conjunctures, 
yer ſo ezaCtly conformable to the nature, quality, and 
degree of the offence, that they carried in them the 
yery cffigies of theſins, and made irtlegible in the Pi- 
niſhment, 'fic ite mans, fic oragerebar, And from theſe 
obſervations I found that thoſe ſins were diſpleaſing 
ro thee; that-thou wert moſt Wiſe'to diſcover, and 
moft Juſt and Powerful to puniſh them ; and: did 
thereupon conclude, YVerily there is a Reward for thi 
Righteous 5 verily he is a God that Fudjeth in the Earth. 
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97+ 1111 8, Concerning 'my- Speech. 

with "y ; is F* Uo pub; = 

14 have always been careful that 1-offend not withmy 
weve z \my" Words have been Few, unleſs neceffity or 
id required more ſpeech than ordinary; my: 
fotds have | been: True, repreſentiog} things as \they 
were; [and fincere, bearing: conformity to.my heart 
ad mind ; my. words have- been ſeaſonable, ſuitable 
wthe- occaſion, and: ſeaſoned with grace and uſeful- 


ſhave eſteemed my Words, though tranſient and paſ- 
ing away, yet treaſured up in thy remembrance; for 
my Words, 1 ſhall be juſtified, by my words con- 
lemned ; and thereforel have refleCted often upoa my 
words; and when I have found any thing, through in- 
ahrertency, or paſſion hath paſſed from me,. I have en- 
favoured to reform it, and humbled my ſelf before 
thee for it. | 
Fhave eſteemed it the moſt - natural and excellent 
lie&of my Tongue, to ſer forth thy Glory, Goodneſs, 
foer, Wiſdom and Truth ; .to inſtruct. others as 1 
af opportunity in the knowledge of thee, in their du» 
qtorhee, to themſelves, and others; to reprove Vice 
ad/Sinz ro encourage Verrue and good Living ; | to 
mvince| Errors ; to maintain the Truth ; to call upon 


HABYETE HERE SEESERTIEOST 


the Yiy'Name, and by vocal Prayers to ſanttife my tongue, 
Pu- Rad to fix my thonghts to the duty about which I was ; 


bperſuade to Peace, and Charity, and Good Works ; 
din theſe Imployments I endeavoured to wind up my 
mgue to the higheſt degree of Elocution, that I was 
apable of. | | 

I have often contemplated thy wonderful Wiſdom 
nd Goodneſs to the Children of Men, in giving them 
.only Reaſon and Underſtanding, but that admira- 
faculty of Speech, whereby one Man might commu- 
e#: Ficate his mind, and thoughts, and wants, and deſires, 
| | and 
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and counſels, and affiftance to others, the great engi J 


of upholding of murual Society, and'withour whichay 
Reaſan and Underſtanding were impriſoned within or 
ſelves, and confuſion would:enſue, as once it didas the 
confuſion of tohgues; by the moſt! Wiſe Providencelas 
moſt excellent Ends. WY 

In! ſum, Ihave looked-upon this amongſt the many 
other" conveniences. I enjoy, as a treaſure committel 
tomy truſt for my Maſter's uſe. I have reg: 44 
ployedir conſcionably; ſeemly, and humbly, as thy git, 


not my own acqueſt. 
9g. Tonching my Time. of Life. 


Firſt, I have' duely conſidered what it is, and 
whatend thougaveſt itme; that it is bur a-ſhorttims 
and the minutes that are paſſed, and the opportunitits 
inthem, are irrevocably and: irrecoverably loſt, thatall 
the wealth of the World cannot redeem it ;: that the 
rime that is before me; is-uincertain: when I look ujion 
ani Hour-glafs, or/the' ſhadow of'a Dyal, I can gue 
that here is half an hour, or aquatrter,: or more, or kei 
to come, but I cannor gueſs: what proportion of time 
remains in'the Hour-glaſs of my life ; only I knowit 
is ſhort, bat I know nor how ſhort it is, whether a- year, 
or a week, or a day, or an hour, and yet upon this 
little uncertain portion of time, and thedue uſe of it, 
depends my Everlaſting Happinefs'or Miſery. It 1s my 
 Seeds-time, and if i'ſow not'my Seed here, it is-to0 
lare to think: of that Husbandry afrer' death;. and if | 
ſow, and ſow not good Seed,. my crop: will be theres 
after in that other World that immediately e: 
upon the ifſue of this ; and. I have-a'thouſand diver- 
fions that rob me of muchof this lirtle portion of time, 
and: yields me' no accompr-in-order to:my-great Coty 
eernment, when 1 caſt: out from the-accompt. of ny 


vme the unproficableneſs of my Childhood and __ 
| rhe 
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hours ſpent in ſleeping, cating, and drinking, re-- 

| moet ns remote y Ly 
themy-chere remains but a. ſmall. portionof a ſhort fe 
we concernmentsof Everlaſting umportancez. 8 great 
kuſineſsto be done, great difficulties and impediments 
iathe doing of'it;- and bur a little portion of times. of a 
fort and uncertain life to do it inz and; yer this life. of 
nine was by thee given, not to be trifled and ſquandred 

either in Sin or Idlene(s;; not: to gain Riches, 
on or Reputation 3 for when Sickneſs comes 
theſe» will appear: infipid and vain things; and/when 
Dearth: comes, they will be meerly uſeleſs: but it way 
frahigher end,v/z. A time to trade for the moſt yaly- 
able;Jewel of Erernal Happineſs; a time to ſow ſach 
S66d-as might; yield a Crop of Blefſedneſs in the next 
World 3a time to ſecure a title to an Everlaſting In- 
keneances ſuch atime, as if once loſt, the opportunity 
loſt for ever ;, loſt irrecoverably.; for the Night co- 
mithwherein no Man can work ; for therex« no work, nor 
kwice, nor knowledge, nor wiſdons inthe Grave whither thes 

Eccleſc 9. 10. 

4nd upon this conſideration of the greatendef my 
lie; the great. importance of the buſineſs that is to be 
(np; in/it 5 the brevity, and great uncertainty of this 
iſe, and the utter impoſſibility after Death, to redeem 
thericglect of the proper and important buſineſs of my 
lſe; 1 have endeavoured to husband this ſhore, uncer- 
gin, important Talent as well as 1 can. 
'T- By a careful Avoiding of Sinful Imployments, which 
wonce: do waſt; this precious Talent, and contract a 
firther debt upon me, tenders me in arrears for the time 
mſpent, and the guilt contracted. 
*2- By avoiding /dlexef, burning out my Candle to 
wurpoſe. 
-43- By avoiding Unneceſſary Conſumption of Time, by 
kegFeaſtings, Exceffive Sleep, Impertinenr Viſits, ſce: 
ny of Interludes, unneceſfary Recreations, ne" 
+ 897 -. | 
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and Impertinent Studies-and Inquiries, that many 
tained,' ſerve to no purpole. 

- 4- By: applying, direCting and ordiving: even "0 
dies of Humane Learning,” Hiſtories, Natural or Monl 
Philoſophy, Mathemaricks; Languages, Laws, toaney 
beyond themſelves, viz. thereby to inable me to under- 
ſtand, and obſerve thy excellent Wiſdomand Poweryyy 
maintain-and uphold thy cauſe againſt Atheiſm, Idols 
try, andErrors; to fit me for ſerving of thee and my 
Country, in the ſtation wherein live.-': : 

5. By exerciſing my elf in the'very buſineſs of w 
Calling, as an act of Dury and Obedience to thee; :aft; 
ing in it thoſe Vertues of Chriſtianity that might he 
honourable to thy Name, of good example to othehy, 
of improvement of Grace unto my ſelf';-uſing in itD- 
ligence without Anxiety ; dependance upon thee 'with- 
our .Preſiumptien-z Contentedneſs, Patience, Thank- 
fulneſs, Honeſty, Juſtice, -Uprightneſs, Plain-dealing, 
Liberality ; and by this means tranſlated my Secukr 
Imployment into anexerciſe of Chriſtian Duty, ſerving 
Thee whilſt I ſerved my ſelf, and converting that very 
Impleyment and the time ſpent therein, to the Uſe, 
Honour, and Advantage of my Lord and Maſter, the 
good example of-others, and the increaſe of my Spit 
| rual advantage, as well as my Temporal. 

6. By Religiouſly obſerving thoſe Times that hare 
been ſer apare to Religious Duties, eſpecially the Lards 
Day, not mingling with it ſecular thoughts or imploy- 
ments, but with much atrention, -trictneſs and care, 
\laying hold upon thoſe rimes and opportunities, and 
carefully applying them ſingly to the proper buſineſat 
the times. 

2. By dedicating and ſetting apart ſome portion of 
. my time to Prayer and Reading of thy Word, which 
have conſtantly and peremprorily obſerved, whatever 
_ occaſions, interpoſed, or importunity perſmaried the 
Contrary. 
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+ 8; By making the wagnum oporter,. the Great and 
Ovenhing necefſary, the choice and principel buſnet of 
#, -andthe great deſign of'it 5; andeſteeming that 
enrmoſt naturally, profitably, and ſuirably,'that 
was ſpent:in order'to it ; obſerving thy 'great Works 
of / Wiſdom and; Power; '' contemplating upon” thy 
Goodneſs and ; Excellency; hearing and reading thy 
Word ; | Calling upon thy Name; Crucifying my Cor- 
riptions 5 exerciſing thy- Graces, humbling my elf 
formy Sins; returning thanks for thy Mercics ;' ftu- 
dying the myſtery of God manifeſt in the Fleſh ; 'ftriving 
whring my: ſelf conformable 'ro my Partern, and to 
have him formed in. my Heart, and'his life in mine; 
Cucifying my. ſelf ro” the World; and the World to 
meg firting my ſelf for Death, Judgment and'Etcrni- 
y.'Theſe, and the like imployments I eſteemed the 
fower, the glory, the beſt of my ſpent time, becauſe 
thty-will- be carried over with advantage into the life 
1witomes and therefore this I reckoned my*buſineſs, 
ad accordingly. I'made it : other matters, that 'oply 
fed for the Meridian of this Life, I uſed eitherbarely 
ktneceſſiry of my preſent ſubſiſtence, or as a divertiſe= 
nent, and ſparingly, 'or in orderito thoſe great Ends. 
thoſe were the buſineſs, theſe only the parergaof my 
iſt,.. '2 | f 


*" | 7 | 
16,\Toxching thy Creatures, and the Uſe' of them; and 
' SST OUITR 


the Dominion over: them. | 


'T have eſteemed them as thine in-Propriety: thou 
kt committed unto me the: uſe, and a ſibordinare 
Dominion over: them; yer.I ever eſteemed my ſelf an 
kwwuntant-to Thee for them; :and therefore' I have 
Reeived them with Thankfulneſs unto Thee, the great 
ad-both of them and me: 'When the Earch'yiclded 
FA good Crop of Corn, or other Fruits ;'*'when 
mocks increaſed ;- when my [honeſt labours brought 
me 
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me in-a. plentiful or convenient. ſupply; T looked wp y 
"Thee as.the Giver, tothy Providenceiand Bleſſings; 
the Original of all -my increaſe ;--1-did not factign 
to' my: own [Nert, or Induſtry, or Prudence; but4e 
ceived all, as the gracious and bountiful returns 
liberal -Hand : I looked-upon: every grain of Coriithat 
I fowed as buried and-loft, unleſs rhy: power quickgel 
and: revived-it.; I eſteemed the beft produftion woiki 
have been bur ſtalk and ſtraw, unleſs thon hadfi increz 
ſed it ; | eſteemed my own hand and induſtry but impy 
rent,: unleſs thou hadft bleſſed it; for it is thy'bleſlin 
that:maketh Rich, : and-it is Thou: that giveſt powers 
get wealth, Prov. 10. 22. Dent. 8.18 | 
2, I eſteemed it my [Duty to make. a Return ofthiz 
my acknowledgment, by giving the tribute of myiy- 
creaſe in the maintenance of thy Miniſters, andthew 
lief of the Poor; and eſteemed the Praftice enjoynl 
to rhy-ancient Peaple of piving the Tenth of theirs 
creaſe, a ſufficient not 'only Warrant, 'but- Inftru&io 
to me under the:Goſpel, to-do the like.. | 
-: 3- I have not only looked upon thy Bleſſings md 
Bounty, in lending-me thy 'own Creatures for myuſe; 
bur-I have ſought unto Thee for a Bleſſing upon. them 
in--my- uſe of them. I did very well: obſerve, that 


A 4 
1S4% 
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there is by my ſin a Curſe in the very Creatures thatl YT 
receive, unleſs thy bleffing fetch it out z an emptineb WF 
in:rchem, \ unleſs rhy-goadneſs fill thera: chough'rhbou YEE 
ſhouldeſt give me-Quails and Manna from Heaven; ye 
without thy Bleſſing upon them, they would become Wy 


rottenneſs, and putrefaftion tome ; and ' therefote1 bi j 


ever begg'd thy Bleſſing upon thy Bleſſings, as well a FT” 


the Blefſings themſelves,and attribured rhe good I found G x | 


or was to expect in them, to the fame hand thargait Ken 


them. 


4 Ireceived and uſed thy Creatures as committed:t6 bn 

me -under a Truſt, and as a Steward. and Accomp-Wee 

tant for them ; 'and therefore 1 was: always _— *s 
£ —_; 
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gfe-rhem according to thoſe limits, and in iorder for - 
thaſcends, for which thou didft:commir' cthem-to me: 
#'With Temperance and Moderation ; I did not' uſe 
w:Creatures' to: Luxury and Exceſs, to make provi- 
wiorimy Lofts, with vain Glory or Oftentation, bur 
farithe convenient! ſupport of the Exigencies of 'my 
miure and condition; and if at any cime'thy Good- 
w6gid indulge me an uſe of them for defight, as well 
w neceffiry, 1 didit but rarely and warchfially, Tlooked 

eapon the Wine, when it gave" its <;olour'in the 
p, nor gave-my elf over, cither-ro exceſs.or curio- 
wan meats or drinks ; 1 checked my ſe If therein, us - 
ang in thy preſence, and ftil{ remembred-I had':thy 
Gwatures: under an accompt? and was ever careful to 
midi<xceſs or intemperance, becauſe e very exceſſive 
por Meat was in danger to leave'me ſomwhar in 
wy and -arrear 'to-my Lord. 2. With Merey and 
a on'to the Creatures themſelves;, which thoa 
kat put under my-/power and diſpoſal, When 1con- 
fdered the admirable powers'of Life and! Senſe; which 
I&w in the Birds and Beaſts, and that all the Men in 
t& World could not give the like Being ro any thing, 
wreſtore: that Life amd Senſe which: is onoe eaken 
wm them ; when I conſidered how innocently / ati 
kemlefly 'the 'Fowls and the Fiſh, and the Sheep' and 
ten; take» their Food, that: thou the'Lord'of all haſt 
Wen them; 1 have been apt to think thatiſurely:thou 
WR intend ' a more "innocent - kind - of Food «ro Mari, 
knfuchas muſt be'taken with ſuch-detriment'fo thoſe 
ing parc of thy Creation ; and although thy' wonder- 
Goodneſs . hath ſo much indulged ro Mankind, as 
vive upthe lives of theſe Creatures for the Food'of 
an by thy expreſs Commiſſion, yet I till do,' andiever 
Wrthink char there was a Zuftice due from Man,' even 
Wheſe ſenſible Creatures, that he ſhould rakethemſpa- 
wy, for Neccfſiry, and' not-for delight;' 'or if for 
might, yet not for Luxury: +{Þ have been apt WES 
þ that 
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that if-there--were-any more Liberal;uſe of Creatwy ; 
for Delight or:Variety;/is ſhould be! of Fruits, or uf Li 


buthowever: it be, :this very conſideration hath mad 
me very; ſparing and:careful,- not vainly or-fimert 
ouſly, or unneceſſanly, or prodigally: to rake. amy 
the life-of- thy. Creatures: for feaſting: and. exceſs;.;-Aj 
the -ycry ſame. conſideration hath-always' gone alay 


with me, in reference to the labowrs of bis Creatares, |; 
have everi thought that. there was-a. certain degree iſ un 
Juſtice due from Man to the Creatures, as.from Ma i} -: 


to Man, -and thar: anexceflive,. immoderate, unſcaly. 


able uſe /of the; Creatures labour, is-an Injuſtice:k }: 


which, he muſt accompt;; to. deny domefſtical Crat 


tures [their convenient Food ;- to expect: that labay fi 


from them, that.they are nor able; to perform ;-40:ul 
extremity. or. cruelty towards.them is-abreach- of eh 


'Truft; woder which,. the Dominion- of the ;-Creaturs mn 


was commirtted to us, and- a breach-of that Juſtice that 


is-:due-from Men; to them: and. therefore-I have Ras 
ways/elieemed-ir, as part of my Duty; and. it al ſg 


been; always my--pradctice: to. be merciful; co Beaſts; Bus 
Prov. 14-190... and upon the ſame account. I han Ban 
ever:efteemed it a breach of Truſt, and have accord Who 
ingly; declined any cruelty to any-of thy Creatures Min 
and ias much. as 1 might,: prevented ic in; others,: asa Wh 


tyranny;; inconſiſtent with the Truſt and Stewardſhy 
that! thou -haſt'-committed to me-....1 have abhortel 
thaſe ſports. thar conſiſt in-the torturing of the Crets 
tures:-and/if, eirher noxious Creatures-muſt be defirays 
ed, ior-Creatures for Food muſt be taken, it hath;beey 


my.practice to do it inthat manner, that may be with 


the leaſt torture or cruelty. to the Creature z and1 hi 
Rill, thought: it: an unlawful thing to deſtroy | 


Creatures for Recreation-ſake, that either were;nat Wklir 


hartful when they lived,;; or are not -profitable when 


they are killed ; ever remembring, that thou haſt gived *h 
; : us * 


[| 
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| SE a Domino! over 'thy Creatures; yer-ic is under a 
df Law w; Juſtice, Prudence and Moderation, otherwiſe 
ah thoi 1 become Tyrants not-Lords;: over thy Crea- 
as | res -and- therefore thoſe Things of this nature;-char 
other, have practiſed as 6 Reanonny L have ayoided as 


4t theſe Habits of Mind 4zd Knowledge has 1 have 
anda or acquired j. and nemely, 
(N16 bo: Learning of Nataral Capſey and. Effelts, and 
la Yo Arts hoy Sciences. 

7 Fob Of. / 
| ve aor eſteemed them the chiefeſt or beſt furni- 
eaf-my mind; but have accompted them but droſs 
geompariſon of the knowledge of thee and thy Chriſt, 
a:him Crucified:.: In the Acquiring of them, 1 have 

uys.obſerved 'this. care: 2. Thar I mighr nor too 


xs Saadigally. beſtow. my. time upon them, to the preju- 


i-of thac time and pains for the acquiring of more 
ent knowledg, and the greacer CONCETNMENTS of 
erlaſting- Happineſs. 


$; 8-4. {carried along with me in-all- my Rudies of hi 


"i , this great deſign of improving them;: and-the 
tp ledg -acquiredi by- them, to the, Honour: of. thy 
þ and the greater diſcovery of thy. Widdom, Pow- 
I-Truch, .and iſo: tranſlated. my fecular Learning 
n IMProvement of divine knowledg ; and had I 
d, and practiſed. that deſign jn.my acqueſts of 
ne: Learning, L had concluded my time miſ- :ſpenr ; 
ever- thought it unworthy of a Man-chac had 
ver ſting Soul, to furniſh it only with ſuch Learn- 
\y $cither would dye with his Body, .and ſo becomg. . 
for his everlaſting Stare, or thatinthe nextmo- 
tafrer death, would be attained withour labour or 
i. chis life; yer, this advantage. I made apid found 
ky Application to ſecular ſtudics, & 
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7. It infarged ny hablcuged _ mind: forig T 


uſeful inquiries. Ni 
'2.-1t carried aniup le: great mibaſing to the? 1 


and _ pa RT of ergy the Fivſt Cauſvefg 


things,” 

3. Ir kept-me from idleneſs and ruſt. p- 

4. It kept my thoughts, and life oftentimes, from 
temptations to-werk-imployments.” ! | 44 6h 

My Learning and knowtedge"did 'not heighten 
ophion of my elf, parts, or-abiliricy y bar the mow! 
knew, the more Humble | was. {6 

r. I found ir was thy Strength and Bleflng 
enabled me to it; that gave me underſtanding and 
largedit, Fdid look upon Ir as a Talenir lent 'm6,"i 
erury acquired by me. [IIB 

2; Themore Fknew, the more Knichy- my 

notange: I'found 'my felf convinced, 'that' rhe 
ai ignorance in' what'I thought T knew ; my: __ 
tedge was bur -imperfe@, and" defective; and | 
an-mfimte latirude'of 'things 'which'T knew not;/thi 
farther I waded into knowledge;' the e{6eper ſtill Tf6 
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RX; and it Was with ime, Juſt as'ir'is with u ents Ih 


thinks, thar'if he could' bur' come ro/ſtich'a Field, th hu 


ſhould beabletotonch the Hemiſphere of the Heave 


bir when he comes' thicher, he tinds-ir”as far” off ( the 
was before.  Thiis while my mitid purſued knowhed oe Yo 


1 found the obje&Rtili as far before Meas it was; "Not 
much farther, 'arnd' could no'more'artiin- the fſl 
exact knowledge 'of any-one StibjeRz"than'rh hifllet 
Wheel of a Chariot can overtake the'former | Vi n 
I'knew much of whatothers were 1gnorant; "yet ff 
found there was much more, *whereof 1 was" SHordl 
than whart'l knew,' even inthe compaſs of a" milo 
fined and inconfiderable ſubjett. And as my very kno 
fedge ranght me Humility in the ſenſeof my owt 

' norance, fo it taught me that'my Underſtanding 
ef finite and limited power, that rakes in things Þ 
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| pork fierle; and gradually. ''2/ Thar thy Wigdom 


| ablo” and oo finding! due; Thar 
| bai Tk am ne 


| ole life in the ru of ” ipoor bb 
would de fach a corfluence of Dabanewonde fab ad 
01 aſeole*Exhibirs in it; that it would fill leave muck 
A e\undiſcoveredtlian the moſt ſingular Wir ever yer 


' gioit taught me-alſo with the” Wiſe Man, to write 
tit and'Vexation upon all my' ſeeutar Knowledge 
9 Bl ad'Bearning; 'Ecclef. 1:14, That little that 1 know, 
Babyor atrained withourt' much Labour,' nor yer: free 
fed much Uncertainty; and che great'refiduxm which 
Mikow fot,  rendred: *thar I know" poor and mconſideras 
and therefore, 


| + pr 'gid moſt evidently conclude, *that the Happi- 

nh idPerfeion of ny Mtelletual Power, was not ro 

fo J'in' this 'kind off Knowledge 7 in a he ahingan 
pnſibly mingled” with Igriorancc: m' the thin 


ne; Wi ito know'z mingled' with a' Dif- fatisfaQtion itt 
|: her bof'the things know not ;' mingled” with z 
i in bps and reftfeſsneſ# when atrained 

I knew;''the'mofe IT knew: thatT knew nor 
he rnore F kriew; the-more impatient my 1 min&wa 4 
pywhat' i” kfiew'Hots; - my knowledge did ra 
Fidarge my y deſire of kriowi hee op eitz and 
i thof ! zxriterfhpera pre pert Ap rl pen 
able" of fatisf: it enjoyed, 
| I ot Ge was, or could 
OW && with" the 'things Iknew ; but the imnlarging 
f "« Wf Underſtanding with a peg Bur enlarge 
; wan Wamplifie the _— and - za to know ; fo 
p ), 8 - _-. that 

tle 
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- thar what | 7ob'g;retur inquiſition: ain Þ + 
Wiſdom, ; Cog Wer 28.. Ks: "The Ne laleh, pſi the 7 


.. andtheSea ſaith, dtiqwer ine y wg hp accountallay 


ſeycral Boxes-or kinds of Knowledge gave me,iwha il {4 
[. enquired for. ſatisfattion in;them,:; My. a 
cheice ſpeculations .in the Merephyſicks were of thatab i an 
ſtrat. and comprehenſive nature, that when ] . 

uſed..great Volumesof it, and-intended my i 


_ -fpit,; yet it was ſo Mercurial, .that 1 could hardlyhal 


. - itz and.yet ſo extenſive-and;[endlefs, that the mori iN 
SE es thought of.it, themore.I might. Natural Fh-l iv 

I (though it were more traCtable, becauſe py 
Aa, Treqter vicinity ro Scnce-and Experiment, yet) | 


OT fond full of uncertainty, much of it grounded upa 


\ Imaginary Syppaſitions, impoſſible to be experiments, 
the atter Philoſophers cenſuring-the former, andge- 

/ parting from. them,..and the latter deſpiſing/ and nej- 
ting both z the Subject as vaſt asithe viſible. or- tang- If wr 
ble Univerſe, and yer every individual ſo complicated, wy 
_ that if all, the, :reſt were omitted, any one hadimgre Bp 
lines concentred in it,; than were poſſible:for-any-me Wi 
Age. to ſift to the bottom yet, any- one loft;, = %s 


ractly ſcanned, . leaves all the. reſt uncertainandon % 


<tyral :- the very. diſquiſition.concerning any [he 
” the Brain, the Eye, the Nerves, ;.the Blood ab dt 
perplexed the.. moſt exa&t Scrutators,:; Thoſe;! 

 dry,. yet more demonſtrable concluſions in the- Mak iy 
>104g8 yer nos are endl ap praginares Ho pes 


| y pains, Men harem | 
ar the Gen 
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wy 
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4; That it is bur of Titrle U(e ; it is only" known thar 


why'be known: That which is of orditiary we &- © 
er in ArchireQure, ' meaſuring 'of Bodies, ' and' Sa © 


are but curious wo prangach in reſpect of uſe and FO 
plication. 


"n. Thar they ſerve only for the Meridias of Fthis Uſe 

ade al converſe ;' a ſeparated Soul, 'ora ſpiri- 
aliz'd Body will not be concerned in the uſe and 'im- 
loyment of them. 


wg - Bur admit they ſhould, yet doubrlefs 4 greater 
eaſure- of ſuch Knowledge will be* attained in one 
hour after our diſſolution, than the toilſam expenſe 
#an Age in this life would prodiice.”” And the like 
Wy be ſaid for Aftronemical dj quiftions. ' What a de 
es. 1s touching 'rhe motion or © coniiſtency” 
or Earth'z the quality'and habicablenefs of rhe 
jpnz che matter, quantity, and diſtatice of the Stars 
tfeveral poſitions, continuity,' contiguity, arid fno- 
dons of the Heavens, the various CAEILS of the Hea- 
ly Bodics in their Oppoſitions, 'ConjunAtions, Af- 
ts? When once the' Immortal 'Soul' hath” flown 
q Be ;h'the ſtories of the Heavens, in one moment al} 
Wewill-be known diſtindtly, clearly;' andevidentl 
1 kh Here are nothing bur conjeQures and opinic ns TR 
pi hg pe Senn bebop 5 "_ 
At So- theſe confideratiotis, 'I' concluded that 1 
; al Power, andthe 'exerciſe-of it'in' this Lil 
wew me for-a- more ſore and certain, 'oſcful, "ad; 

men 8s, ſuitable and becomin object, even to khyow 
they be'only true God, 'anitYejus Chriſt," whom thow hatt 
Jo. 17. 3. A Knowledge that is uſeful forthe'ac-. 
ging of Happineſs here = hereafter; a Knowledge 
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cies, Mechanicks, bifineſs of Acconors, and the _ ... 
6, "is foon attained, and by ordinary capacities, the 
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ones ny edge, that, cho ah fe Bill moveif rther, 
yer it fatisfies. un what is bo and-doth ſos 'I 
quiet in at more; a Browledge thar is of ſigh 
| in the. Wor| 1d- that is /t9,come, - as it. is To 
nowledge, that the more at,48-1mproved in thisLif 
the more itis improved in- that which is to come; 
_ of it here, is inlarged to a vaſt proportion 7 
Knowledge thar is.acquired,,even with-a con(qt, 
| X of ire to know, becauſe thy goodneſs pleaſeth2/jl 
ſuch ; a deſire, to inſtruct from.thy _ and there | 16-00 
teacheth like Thee. > 11137750 


” 


IZ+ 2. Crncerning Humane Prydencey And A UnrfSig "n 
> ery, ana Deptenicy's inthe managing efwhenicy i 


-F haye heen always careful to: mingle; Juſtice, jy 
Honeſty with my-Prudence.z.and..trave. always, ehee- 
med Prudenc Atted by Injuſtice and Falſity,the art 
teſt and mo! "deviliſh practice inthe: World; beeauſe 
jt proſtitutes thy. gift to the ſervice of Hell; ang-miti 
les a Beam of oy Divine; Excellence: with anextts- 
| of. the Devil s furniſhing, making aManſo much 
the worſe. by _ much. he is wiſer than others; 
always, chought- that Wiſdom;: which -in; a Trade(- 

, andin a Politician was mingled with Deceic,bal 
th and Injuſticez deſerved the ſame: name::ionlythe 
farcer. it ſo much-che worſe, becauſe it was ofitheore 
publick*and general,concernmentz yet, bechult bhare 
Tek At abſerved:;great;Employments,- cſpecially in: y 

fairs, are ſometimes under;great tempratioiisnl 

mingling, coo. much craft. with prudence,; and-then'to 
fe + its Policy z;1 have, as much'as may be-ayoided 

Ich temptations, and if 1. NR with _ T have 
Fi 8 ated Rrerbem- hotwoundt 8; L .t9! Mn 
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bare; always, pbſerved, ya bonoty, ad plain 
daling in «cantons, as a4. 4 gu Private,.is. 
he delt- cudence hm ICY» andcom- 
£y yl ns © OT Deer rnb RTE 

12+»; I6z,.for the Done An 
1 Pre 


I | deshine, and. thoy, art priey,.co.ch 6. Et 


UB WEOGS RR "SOS TPP ob mere = 


aneg:a0d the Simplicity of. the other ;. and as thon, the 
oroar- Moderator and; Obſerver = Men,, doſt diſpenſe 
and diſappointments accordingly, 

Humane; Prudence is, abuſed, Tf-mingled with 
ey and, Neceit, though the.cnd;bg neyer.ſo good 5 
{is.is much more, imbaſed,:if directed roa bad End, 
othe diſhonour of ;:thy Name, the oppreſſion of thy 
keople, the gerrupting, of thy;Worſhip.or. Truth, .or;ce 
ezecuce any. Injuſtice rowards, any. Perſog. , It bath 
leen/ my Care, .as.not to erre in the:manner, ſo exher 
che cad of the exerciſing of thy.Pravidence.. . Thaye 

eſteemed thy Prudence then belt employed ePIEa 
itwas exerciſed in the preſervation and t.of 
dy; Truch, .im\the. upholding of thy.faithful | rs, 
ntermining, diſcovering, and Clppointng the 

s of evil. and .treacherqus Men,. in delivering 
he-Opprefied, in righting the Injured, ; in; preveqtion 
o;Wars. and. Diſcords , . in, preſerving. the Publick 

and Tranquility of the, People where I. live, 1n 
Wo adviſing.of my Prince,,;and in all. thoſe Qff- 


(incumbent mpon me by thy Providence under eye 


wrclation. . .- | 
When my End was. moſt unqueſtionably good d, Lever | 


fable, -,. x. Becauſe, the, berrer; che End, wag,...the 
e.caſily.we are, cozened iata the-ule.of ill. Means 


bo took.moſt heed that the Means. were ſui 


wffect ic; .weare too apr ta diſpenſe. with ayrelyes 
"the pracice. of, what is ami(s,, in, order to the accqm- 
Piſhing of an End that is good; We. are apt, While 


#&h-great-jnteation of wing we gaze. upon. the End, 
T 4 not 
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rh ſolo ore ſalſe? by atrempr WY 

| fears than'by artempring boil 
bad Eid, i Means 5 "for bad Eres ares i 
able to" 
iomcciechy, asſuch, A enrAy Honour ; but every 
thing chat*is Good, hath ſomewhat 'of thee in it, thy" 
Name, and thy Nature, and thy Honour is writts that 
upon it; and the blemiſh' that is caſt upon it, is' in ul 
ſome meaſure caſt ppon thee; and the Evil and Sear 
dal, and Infamy and uglineſs that is in'rhe Means, 
caſt upon the End, and doth difparage and blemiſh 
It, and conſequently it difhonours thee: © To Rob'for 
Bornr-offeringsand to Lye for God, is a grearer difſer- 
vice tothy Majeſty, than to Rob for Rapw, or whe 
for advantage, . 

Whenſoever my Prudence was Succeſsful, auch 
attain a good End, I ever gave thy narnethe' Glory 
and'that n Sincerity. | I have knownſome Men, (ail 
ifa Man will obſerve his own Hearr, he will-find it thats 
alſo, unleſs ir be ſtriftly denied, ) rhat will give God 
the Glory of the ſucceſs of a good encerpriſe, bur yt 
with a kind of ſecrerinviration 6f ſomewhar of 
for themſelves, their priidence, conduct, and wi _ 
and will be glad.ro hear of it, and ſecrerly-angry-and 
difcontented if they miſsit; and mary times give God" 
the Glory, witha kind" of "Oftenration and vain Glory 
In "doing ſo: put lhavegiven chee theGlory, of nup- 
on'the account-of my very Judgment, thatitis duc, and. 
due-only to thee. 'I do know thitthat Prudence thit” 

I have,:comes from” thee ;'ahd 1-40 know4hat it 4s WW 
thy providential "ordering 'of occurrences: thar makby'iÞb 
aro Its | Terri and: - more'js' Qut- 

. Pf * hw Totes 48 unto 


the Good Steward. 2$3* 
ws ordering; d I , fitring,: tnmi + direQting- 
"_ { i= _ a ce than: perro 4 is-20) that: 
a ane: Counſel by which it is-aRed;.or ſeemsto be: 
my ih 5 the leaſt whereof, if notimarſballed -byi thy: 
; tk 1, yrould have-ſhartered” ——_ 'the- Coundel> 
b ind pieces: Thou giv vice 
yr ſecondeſt - it by thy- Providence ; chow: 
ey us as'we'do by our Children,:when' 
tolift up a heavy ſtaff, or wy andiwe tit 
them and'we again are too like thoſe Children: 
hi we move _—_ ney aw cours png 
gain of i it, | FROT 


"ang? : 


ſas TY, Concerniny the oifs of Elocution, 


lkave ever uſed thar gift with Hamiliey, ;not ;nhanda 
hyſeking applauſe to my ſelf, or owningitz-becauſs 
and Olſtenration in this gif would be ſecrerido-- 
gro-my ſelf, and Sacrilege to thee, robbingthee of 
Glory, and therefore ſignally vindicated A 
de of Her od, A: I2., 
ro Truths | never uſed the advantage ob: _ 
ſeurion; -eicher ro maintain a Falſhood, or. to abuſe 
mduliry into a fooliſh opinion or perſuaſion; 
EG Integrity z' 1 never uſed the: advantage of 
llqwence Or erorick, to deceive People,-or tocozen 
into a thing. ' My Heart always went along 
wi rn [my Tongue ; and if I uſed intention of Speech up. 
lay occaſion, it was upon an intention of conviction 
wa lf, of the tnith, 'neceſſity,: uſefulneſs, and fir- 
$ of what I 16: aded:- if my--Judgment was 
ul or uncertain, fo was my Speech. I never uſed 
tion' or. ſpecious Arguments to inviteany to that, 
1 -ih- my own + Judgment I. doiibred; on doubted: 
Wierhe rirycre firor ſeaſonable, all circumſtances cons; 


+ 'never uſed my Elocution to give-credit to: 
an 
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anriltcauſe;; i202) that. which dnbrend. 
ro;uſtific ths keen ar; 19 condemn the Ri 


roMmake-any. thing appear More: ſpecious or. oy a | ic 


than ivdeferiicd;: ;knever abongn my profeſſion ſhy 
clthescazcaſicatola;Man-to a9 5 wee Cu py 
ondtiqns,> ar aggriw ations to Make any 

bearer than itidef&frves, or. coukt juſtific bog moaſl 


Elaqution-orRhetoriek:in fucha way, J's 


rwroftitutemp 

eicrheldto boimet baſely mercenary,: and thavity 

belonti the-worthof a: Man; much more of a C 

ſo madocorWhemmhe caſe; was good, and fully: ſoap 
red to me, I thought then was that ſeaſon, .thar: 

uſe of that ability was my duty, and that it wasgire 


me for ſuch:aitime as ghat, and 1:ſpared nor thebeftai 


my ability in ſuch a ſeaſon; and indeed Elocutiog 


Rectorick:is a deadiand inſipid: piece, unleſs ita i 


Somz>and: wink :a heart: full ofthe ſenſe. and:enan- 


&ibhiof whattho tongue expreſſeth, and then, andun iſ 


vH then; Elooution hath its lifeand energy, 1 eſtecmed 


thoſericaſes: bes; deſerving my: Elocution ; and. itutheb 


I was warm and earneſt; the ſetting forth of thyG 
rx the-afſerting-of thy truth, theideteRtion and cg 
vidtion of Errors; the clearing of the Innocent; 
gravating of:Sins,Oppreſſions and:Deceics: and 
ELwas:careful that 1 did not exceed the bounds of 
or:due moderation, 'yet-I ever thought that theſe. wait 
the ſeaſons for which that Talent was given ma-eay 
cordingly: 1 popes! ic. 4:0 i 


-12 "a Touching my Body and. Bodily Endonmens 
0 ts mg and Bdadey.. 


-F.'In nm Fi looked: upowany: Body bat antk 
Inftrumenr, che: Yehicu/nmaltime, and:not fo mich 
given for its::0wn- ſake, as:to be an Engine: forthe 


pxcerciſe of my Soul; and'a Cottage, wherein it = 
habit 
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4, perfect it ſelf; ;and-; that 1 
eg 'rokeep it uſeful rar ndy” 
TENT inns fide, 'by overamuch pn 
y-0ver- itz 4-mighr not tire ic; foon-the atherdfides 
I pampering or pleaſingit, might notrmiake 
-cx gs though FRCEITOY farimore 
| * Fiz xe 7 
oy ; WAL ere Lat 
i conlered and found chat my brifpmatnehe 
r, of-, the; moſt dangeraus temptations! anti the 
weptacle.of he moſt dangerous Enemics to my Soul. 
Tingreateſty and moſt intimate, and -moſt-afkiduous 
lprations; for the moſt part madertheir applications 
Lmy-Body, and held correfpondence- with! the Luſts 
+ Indlinations. of my Fleſh' and Blood /'the Wine, 
wen it. gave.its colour in the Cup, and che+ploaſancs 
x; it: yariety and curiofity of : Meats, -beanrifut 
wflefhly-Allurements,. coſtly and:exceſſive' Apparet, 
Fecgenc and Honour, Wealth and Power, the Par- 
i"; of'all; Proviſions convenient for the fufficing 6f 
ky defires; opportunities of Revenging, ſence of In« _ 
5 Eaſe; Idleneſs and Delicacy; theſe,'tandbathou- 
# more made their applications and' addrefes. ro 
woſual and corporal Appetite,” the 'Motionis of my 
hed, the Conftitution or Complexion of my Body, 
Lui and Defires of my'Fleſh;;' or ratherrthis Luſt 
d and +hunted after chem, whereby :»my Body, 
rory was/given to be inſtrumental and- ſubſervient 
wo my Soul, 'was ready ftill ro caſt off the Yoak,''and 
1 ftyp for ir ſelf, and proſticute char noble parrrobeva 
- rant, a Bawd mnto ir, and bring her'to thar-Sepvi- 
© ale/and Vaſſalage, char-all her. Wir, Skill,” Activiry, 
ab Power, ' was' wholly taken up in contriving'and 
| ; proviſions, 'for the Fleth./. I 'fourid 'that 'rhe 
Taſial-and' Beaftly- pare, was ready ſtill ro'thruft. the 
vealy and ſicefteualpartour af het Throney and 
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p it, and to'invere che very order of Naty 
folEs - xthar both- the' parts of my"*Compe ieion why 
diſordered; and out"of their” Place, and toſty 

My'Body; which was giver to ſerve and obey;"h be 
the Empreſs, and commanded and 'corrupred' my $ 
imbaſed and enflaved ir'to laſt and- diforder;" 
my Soul, which was given to rule, became . 


miniſter and ſlave of my Body, and was tainted a | \þ | 


eniaſculared by rhe Erpireand Dominion of my Boi, 
and the: laſts and 'fteams” of Concupifcence ' that 


ariſcfrom ir ; and-1 conſidered rhar if the' buſineſsny by 


thuscarricd, my happineſs was only in this Life,” Win * 


Sicknets, 'or: Diſeaſes, or Death ſhould ſeize L.; 


Body,” 4: had'an immortal” Soul, that had” &t he 0 


time Wholly: in this World; and not only'f6,” but x 
imbaſed/and putrefied by theſe noiſomLuſts; and that 


the very contagion of my Body, was incorporated WH? 


diffuſed/through my" Saul, and could carry nothin 

with her bat Immortality: and Dn at 
Dehitement, ' and conſequently ' could”-Expett; " to! 

Eternity,” nothing but Vexation and" Diffati 


and''Everlaſting Confuſion. Upon all'theſe' conſis i 
rations,::I reſolved and-pradtiſed Severity 'over tht 


unruly: Beaft,' brought my Body'intoſubjeCtion, refij 
ſed ro/gratific her- intemperare defires,"-denied thei 
kept them-in'awe-and under difcipline; and becaie 
I found thar my fleſhly Lutts, grew pernlant, imperioys 
andiunruly'by variety, curiofity, and plenty of 'Meats, 
Drinks,:and by Eaſe and Tdleneſs, I:fabdued themby 


moderate;Dijet and Temperance, by hard" Labour'ad 


_ Diligence; tiltlhad reduced my Body to'thar ſtats {i 


order thar. became it,; that-ir'might- be 'in ſubjeftion YT 
and: notin dominion, might ſerve and not rule, 14 YY 
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nied farisfattionto an intemperaxe:Apperite,- a wanton: 
Eye, 2/vain With, -a worldly Defire. My Table was pa BY 
ring to my IE, my Cloths plain, my;Retinueand At. BY 


tendance 


b 
ny Ko « . ; _ 
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+ tends ut neceflary. - I chaſed away. myLuſtg:with 
ma 75 "04 temPpiz 107, -of the Preſence. of God, the :endof 
< I hriſt's: Sufferings, \ the certainty, yer 
, tho how after Death: and ade Rg 
Tf ments and: Deſires with rheſe ſerious and cleanſing 
| nor rations: and 1 peremptorily: refuſed: tougrarifie 
0 _ wings of an importunate,-inordinate, : ſenſual: ; 
Fa" [Iu and did reſolutely ler-them know, they ſhould 
= tot, might not expect any better dealingrotare, and 
nc was accordingly,” 
bn dy 1373404 2 - 
| Ifound by evident Gopal that itizsthe:greart- 
| difficulty that can be, for aMan:in a goon conditi- 
4 (.. ito-give himſelf leave to-think-ir may be: otherwile. 
+ © Tere 15 4 vanity: that accompanies Health, that wecan. 
wee perſwade- our: ſelves that. we ſhall everdeSick or- 
8 e:. wee. cannot put another. eftimate-of out" condie. 
Rim chan we do. ar preſent /injoy; "eſpecially: if. it} 
kpl leaſing and delightful. To wean'my ſelf fromithis: 
7 of mind, although:it hath pleaſed: thee:toi 
e.me a ſtrong and healthy: conſtitution, yetl-often; 
"*: 4 .my ſelf into the | imagination and | ſup 10f? 
wil | ” neſs, thoughts.off my/Mortality, abſtracted my {elf 
M” i my rrrh condition. of, Life and: Heakthy:;and! 
| me chended Sickne(s, Diſeaſes, old Age, lnfinmieg;: 
4D 22 thy and by this means-hroke 0 
mlidenc of. long Life, continued Health, and: 
p thoughts becoming a Sick, Infirm, or Dying 
afidered how my Accounts ſtood, if God th 
co call:me.away, how Icould alienate my mind 
|the-World: :what patience 1 had to heat-gain 
Wl meakneſs, and. ſickneſs. Jn: my -moſt intire/and! 
t-Healch, ;it was my care ſo to order my-Life and: 
| [8 as; if ;the next bour. might diſpoil- me-ofimy' 
&e.and Health. coo.; I did; nor;. durſt;not,: alloy:my: 
io any. conſiderate practice of any known: ſin, n5 


= bs % 
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proeraſtiaktion-of my. Repentance, /in a: Toleratigngffrld 
Paſſions; por; a ſuppofitiah ofa 86 Hdpht wt 
of 'amiaunthaken>Healthg; but - Rill caſti-y 
Wowlkdk Ido this, wear:the' firmneſs} of:my b 
rhe! ehved of:my:Life to>be broken off the: ncertege 

::figne:and: ftrogg: conſtitution, made: me:+ 
Prviid: or! Prefiniptuous but the-frequear. interyaky, 
6h6s-0of 7the thoughts: of dns a3. me hun 
and Warchful;: Oats 1797] EN | b. 


4. In reference to my Health, Lalways avoided th 
evo Exveams :: 1. b:never: made; 16 my Idol, i1. 
_ elinedcnor-the due:implayment :of: my: Body Ks 
Works of Charity or:Necefhity, ormy ordinary C 
out ofa vain fearoFiaurng:my+Heattty z/'for I 
ab myHeakh given me in:order-to tw inploynem 
and'as he is-over+cuttous that; wall :{nor: put 'on'h 
Clothy'(for-fear of wearing! them our, oF* uſp his thp 
ia/hisproper-employment, for fear! of hurting ity 


hegives buran "y aucountofa tiealchy'bady; that dajes 
noCieniploy it in an' employinent praper -for-him, "fo 
Rraredidocog hishealth. 1:2. never was vainly'pr4s 
digal of ic but'icarefully ind-duc manner.vopr 

Iiwould Qecline pr of infection,” if T\Hhiad(no: neeeſs 


ſavy Cabling tha hr me roi them i 


Rein EX —_ body 4tis 'to unneceſlyy 
ca 6 or Low, ang —_ 
INgþ: 2/57 5 OL 2 
blaodd. bot 7 book 2307 | E " 
bonſatooner Sri eagth, _ Frans yy acl Comfirnely 
of iBydy thy Bleſſing, = and' invitation to: Thankfuloeff 
Iteficemed ic'to:carry with 'it-a-ſecrer: admonitionity 
bbar: a:/ptoportionable Mind und Life, ito aicomely'v 
bamnddollyy and]: look'd uporva bihuriful countes 
nance; as a'juſt reprehenſion of a"deforinetf or u 


Late or:Diſpoſitign,- but I'never found"44fi4ie marrer 
Pride 
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as cud rotudT 89 ; 
i Gloty” 573. 'Beckuſe 16Þ' thy" Gif? wil 
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eſteemed* theſe a pEnen | 
ie Providence "and B ELM 
waltry ; * for” 3 jþfiviiinencalh 
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«Permiſſion might 
| © dexterity or induſtry ; a Thief, or a 
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- have "am ns my own pnCcNa ofcentimes,tmy 


| _ _ Induftrious, Sober, Watchful of op 
ws AN one gers.upjmn.the. World, the 
, they, nor L cool pol 
ereat tc ny cauſe but-thus, didſt 
Q == Wupon ly 6 Dag, 
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acinic Ar 6 wazonly anthis Life, - My'Wealth and Plen- 
w: th rather mdde-me: tors more::alous of my 
condition than ſecure init» Et.made-me ſtarchand-exs- 

e-my. condition the more ſtriftly and carefully, and 
8s pon the-e6ſulr; 1 found\my Sincerity; and Up- 
ets of Hearr, though I with all chankfulneſsac- 
edge'thy goodneſs in giving me Externals;:: yer 
_ dof thee that my portion: might-not: be in 
& only; that as: thou gaveſt- me Wealth; ſothou 
give andincreaſe thy Grace in my Heart ; that 
ugh I could wiſh the continuance of any External 
alicfges, as an opportunity to do. the more gobd;yer 
it were inconſiſtent with my everlaſtingintereft, my 
expettationin the life ro» come, -.I ſhould chuſe 
We hour the' former, rather than-loaſe the latter; 
mdlimade it my choice rather: to: be poor here, and 
neb-ins che hfe ro. come, than to. be rich here, and loſt 
_ ro come. | 
\ Glad upon the fame conſideration, 1 Judged my 
Fever the berrer Man, nor the better: Chriſtian, for 
ming: much of thefe Worldly advantages. 1 looked 
wapthem {as external: and adventitious :advantages, 
tarhad no ingrediencearall into. my:Soul, unleſs poſs 


| nr -worte.. Aiifound' a: Man' might be Rich 


able, :inrefpectof his birth or place, and yet 

|, a Glutton, Luxurious, Vainy, Imperious, Cove- 
% Proud, and in all probabiliry rhe more obnoxious 
withefe Diſtempers/by: his Wealth or Greatneſs: on 
heather fide a Man 'mighr be Poor and-Wite and Lear- 
ied; Saber, Humble,. and'poſlibly his poverty mighr in 
flexence.ro theſe Verruous Habits bean advantage. My 
Riches and Honour therefore never made me ſet: one 
gmn-of value rhe more upon my {elf, than if I had 
maichour' chem. 1 eſteemed irias;am Inftroment, 
Wein putineo a Wife, -Prudent; Faithful, and -_ 
u bera 
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beral hand; might be of! uiſe;;| bur gave no morey; 

to'tharinherent worth of the-Man, 'than the wy r 1 þ 

Saw-gives Skill to the Carpenter. 115g 

git ind: 

4.1 eſteemed all the Wealth and Honour that Ny 

bur intruſted to me by the Great Maſter of the Wy 

a Talent which thou committed'ſt ro me as thy Ste 

and: upon account ; and this confideratien caſed 

to judge and efteem of my Wealth, and diſpenſe he 

ſame-quite inanother way, than is ordinarily done, 


WET £0129 
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x. I did not eſteem my ſelf the Richer at all 
mulritude of Riches; I' eſteemed no more. given. 
than what was.in a-reaſonable manner proporrtionable 
ro my Neceſſities, tomy Charge and Dependance;'adlif @ 
ro the Station had im the World; all:the reft1 looked 
upon as nonEof mine, but my Maſters; it was: [4 
my burthen than. my poſſeſſion, the more 1 had, th he 
more was my Care, and the, greater the Charge buck 
had under 'my. Hands, and the more was my Solicitut 
ro be a Faithful Sceward of it, to the Honour and If 
of my Maſter; but my part was the leaft that 8 ble 
ir: Indeed Irejoyced in this, : that my Maſter eſteeme! $ þ 
me Wiſe and--Faithful, committing the Diſpenſationlyg 
rhereof ro my Truſt ; but 1 thought ir no more” minWyy 
than the Lord's Baily, or the Merchant's Caſh-koge "a 
thinks his Maſter's Rents or Money his, > Wit 


2. And therefore thought it would: be a breach « 
my Truſt ro confume or imbezil that Wealth in Excel 
ſive Superfluiries of Meat, Drink,.or Apparel, orinad is 
vancing my ſelf, or my poſterity to a maſſie or higWi'y 
Acquelſt. bl 

* ha 

3. But I employed that over-plus i in ſupport of ti... 

Miniſtry, in Relief of the Poor, in Redemption a. 
Captives 


the 'Gurd. Steward. 293 


datives,' in placing Children. to: Schoab and Appren- 

n bs | -nſerting. the. Poor on work; and:with ſubnuſſion 
x ety Wiſdom, Irhought char this latter was an equal, 

"foot a greater Charity than the incouragement of idle 

tha endifiolure Perſons by liberal ſupplies ; becauſe ir kept 

on; intheir way thac Wiſdom and Providence hath de- 

ard, ip for the Children of Men. 


And i in thoſe Imployment? of Men in their La- 
_ ar held this courſe : x. Toallow them compe- 
fp ant \Wages. 2. . Thar the greateſt expence ſhould 
Tall erather in the Labour than in the,Materials. 3. Thar 
@narure of the Work ſhould be ſuch. as might bring 
in a return of profit, rather than of Curiofity : be= 
200 wad the Proceed might be a Stock for farther Chari- 
WW#br-Publick Advantage, But rather. than the Poor 
nr and. want imployment and ſubfiſtence,: I thoughr/ir 
thwable to imploy them in ſuch Labours as-might 
- -them a Lawful Profit, though it yielded Me on- 
a Lawful. Contentment; as in Building, Planting, - 
 the' like Honeſt, though not altogether. profita- 
Kmeloymene in. all which my: principal Deſign 
'the-ſupport of others, and my own. contentation 
Was only-a concomirant of ir; and I thought ſuch an 
mine bu ofitable Contentmenr lawfully acquired, . when it 
ww atrained by che honeſt labour and convenient pro- 
bof thoſe that I imployed; F.. And by: this confide- 
ation, [ kept my Hearc from making my Wealth, ei- 
ch br my Confidence or my Treaſures; 1 kept a looſe 
ac'Stion rowards it ; if I had it, 1 eſteemed it as thy 
nadWlwfrars, an increaie of my account and care; if I loſt 
neEewichour my. own folly or faulr, I looked upon that 
kk as a diſcharge of (0; much of my Ac@ounts and 

T wee ;: 1 had the le(s ro anſwer for. 
ol 1cfteemed my Wealth : x. As uncertain to con- 
ine u 2 tinue 


tine With me, for-it hathite' wings, - and mightinls 
rs flight , | when & lixtle thought fir... 2: As thay 
which-I muſt: leave when F die, 3.' As not uſbfa}:af: 
rerDeath for any purpoſe wharfoever unto: me. 4.1 
that which makes me obnoxious to Envy and-Raping; 
while 1 live. .5<-As Unuſeful at all, /but whenit age. 
ing away, viz. In the Expence of it. | 6. As a greg 
temptation to Pride, Vanity, Inſolence and Luxury, 
And upon all theſe,” ad many more conſiderariong,] 
ever thought it:too low to ſet my: Heart upon'it,” and 
too weak 40/phoe my confidencein it, When I had 
it therefore, received it Thankfully, uſed it Soberly 
and Faithfully ; when I loft it, 1 loſt it patiently:and 
contentedly. 4 | - 3" 
2. In. as much as my wealth i» ſpecic, muſt be-lef 
when I die, and I could not poffibly carry that kuggage 
ito the other World; and if I could; it would Ki 
of uſe there, Iendeavoured-io to order and husbandir, 
that I might: receive it, though not in kind, yet by way 
of exchange:after Death, and becauſe TI found: int 
Word, Luk. 12.33. Matth. 6.20, 1 Tim. 6. 18, 19;thy 
be that giueth tothe Poar,: lendeth to the Lord, Prov; Wi 
7, and ke that: geurth to 4 Prophet, but a cup 'of tld 
water in the name of 4 Prophet, ſhould receive « Prophttt 
Kewgra, Matth. 10. 41. I have taken that courſe 
to difpoſe this unrighteous Mammon here, thar | might 
make the God-/of Heaven my Debtor, nat by Merit, 
but by Promiſe; and fo I have made over that great 
wealth, that thou didſt ſend me, unto theother World; 
and bleſſed be thy-condeſcenfion to thy Creatures, that 
when thou. makeſft us thy Debtors and Accountants in 
this World, by thy Talent of all kinds that thou de- 
Iivereſt us, thou art-pleaſed upon the performanceof 
our Duty in that Truſt, to make thy ſelf a Debtor 
ro: thy Creature by a promiſe of an Everlaſting Re- 


ward, 
: T6. Toxch- 
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oxrI6G Tevchiny wy Eminevce of Plaveir Fower- | 
fiſt hos #y' tins Worlds” #16 5s ny bn 2160 
HAR as 701 259 7 | 
4/41 never ſoughtor defired and. has ER] 
Reaſons: 1: Becauſe I eafily ſaw that it was rather a 
Burthen: »thantaiPrividege 3-45 made my<Chargt,. and 
the jend my. Comentment and: Roſt 
wb teftz i found; jenobgh:in it ro make me-- decline 
#\y-reptect of my-(lf, bur —_ thing that could 
anite Me £0: feek- or dehre it, 27; Thar Exretnal Gld- 
4and Splendor” thar nitendled i it; t<efibtemedas Vam 
and Frivolous: in; jt felf,- @ bait! ro'alhne vain and'm- 
gihſiderate perions: to affect and delight; mor waluable 
igough + ro. Invite: a confiderate Judgment wo defire or 
ldertake- ir. - Þ1efteemed thent as the Gitr that ob- 
Ma'bitter Pill,” and: 1 looked through this Urefs amd 
mntſide, and taffly faw' thatitcovered a rare; obnovious 
awDanger, Sobtottude, Gare, Tronblde;: Envy; : Diſ- 
arent, :Unqumetneſs;:'Tempeandn and Vexarionc” I 
wheemed. (i) ardondition,! which if therewere awy di- 
abrodd, they Wonld mfattibly t4e-4ranting and 
ng at it; and if/it found famy | 'xerruptions within, 
ather of Pride, Vain-Glory, Inſolence, Vindictiveneſs, 
whe like, it: world be ſave fo draw them but and 
ﬆt; ther to- work, ' which if they prorated; tit matic 
My Power and Gredtnefs not 'ofly inf Burtheng bur 
Sin z of theytprevailed hor, yer» it! required a/'moſt 
Atrebful, 'AMfiduvis, and Scrore Vightne 4abour gd | 
wfry to ſupprefs chem, 1 
WT * © 40131 1 
ie When I Unlornioh ali Place of Winive-veSehi- 
;Mence; inſt 4 looked to :rby call thereumca; to:be-ſiich 
Si-wight diſcevn 1o-be thy 'Call, 'motimy owri! Ambiri- 


M72; That heBlacewere fach)as might be anfire- 


ted-by. uitable Abilities: i8-ſome mcafiwe xo perform, 
&) u 3 3. That 


296 | 1 The Account-of 
3. That my end in it might not be the ſatisfation Blally 
any Pride, *Ambition, or Vanity in my ſelf, but to ſerve Bar" 


thy Providenee-and my 'Generation:honeſtly and faith: fljoh 


fully. In all which, my undertaking was not an ate 
my Choice, but of my Duty.” 1th 


kept my hearr humble, I value&nor-my lelf oneRuh NN 
-che- more for it; x; Becauſe 1 eaſily''found that thi 
baſe affeQion of Pride; which commonly is the Flythit Yume 
' haunts fich-imployments; would render me difhonoy- Wii! 


3. In'the Holding: or Exerciſing of theſe places;/1ul fy 


;rable tothy Majeſty; anddifferviceable' inthe imploy- Yu 
rent. 2 Becauſe I cafily ſaw :Great 'Places! war NY 


- lippery places,” the mark 'of Envy.:It- was: therefor WW 
always my care ſo to- behave my -ſeif. m it5:as I might BO 
be in'a capacity to leave; and foto leave" it; avtint 
when hadiefrir, I might have no Scars and Blemilhe WW 


rick upon-me. © E carried therefore 'the. fame even 
of temper in holding it, 'as 'might become.me if [ina 
withour it. ''3: I found envugh in'great Imployman, 
to make me ſenſible of the Danger, Troubles, and Cami 


of it; - enough to'make me - Humble, i bur not enoupud 
. £6:make me Proud and Haughty, - *- 47:09 Wi 


I I never made uſe of. my Power 'or Greatneſit "0 


ſerye my own Turns, either to- heap. up Riches, oro 


 oppreſs'my Neighbor, or to: Revenge: Injuries, a'vj® 


uphold or bolfter out Injuftice;/for 'though: ors 
thought me Great, 1 knew my ſelf to be ſtill: che fame ws 
and in all things, beſides: the due [execution ofmy* 
place, my deporrment was juft the ſame, as if Thilh 
- beer noſuch/Man : for: firſt, I knew that 1-was but thy 
Steward and Miniſter, and placed there to ſerve:theqy 
and thoſe Ends which thou qr in my preſny 
ment,” and not to:ſerve my 1c A 
or Corruptions,” And further, I very well and por bi 


f, thuch leſs my Paſſngg® 
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on of attyknew; that Place, and Honour, and Preferment, 
ſerve die 'Extrinſecal;and;have no ingredience into 
aith- Biheh : his yalue and eſtimate before, and under, and 


(of Bia his-Greatnebs, ;is-fill, che ſame in it (elf, as the 
1, Bconore chat now ſtands for. a penny, anon for ſix pence, 
3 Baofor ewelve pence, is ſtill the fame Counter, though . 
Li - i extrinſecal denomination be changed. 


thin NY improved, the. opportunity. of my Place, . Emi- 
thar y and. Greatneſs.ro. ſerye Thee and, my, Country. 
06-aiit, 4vich-/all; Vigilance, Diligence .and Fidelity : 
* | ot eſted, countenanced, and encouraged: thy . Wor-. 
y\ Name, Day,.. People ; I did faithfully execure 
fore Ml lallice: according to that Station I had; Reſcued that. 
J. 0p relſed from the Gruelcy, Malice, . and Infolence of 
; jr Opprefſors ; I cleared the Inngcent from unjuſt 
ie BGlomnies: and Reproaches ;- 1 ,was .inſtrymental .to 
ne6 File choſe imOffices, Places, and Imployments of truſt 
ver; " wb; conſequence, that werg. Honeſt, and. Faithful; TI 
60, em wed thoſe that were Diſhoneſt, Irreligiqus, Falle or 
as Bibi ;- 1 did .diſcountenance, and as they juſtly fell 
ugh ud n\ che Verge of the Law, I puniſhed Prophane, 
me Turt Nt, Arheiſtical, Licentions Perſons. My Great- 
= i 1 Was 4a ſhelrep to Vertue and Goodneſs, and: a ter- 
rofl to Vice and Hrreligion; I interpoſed ro cool the 
vo iro! 7.and. violence of others againſt goad Men, up- 
as | Fwiſtaks or flight, and inconſiderable differences: In - 
fl, I fo uſed my, place and Greatneſs, and carried 
uy (ic ;nall things, as ifall che while Lhad ſeen. thee, 
$ rear Maſter of, all the Families. in Heaven and 
ſtanding by me, I often conſulted my Inftrufti- 
k: by. written : Word, and the impartial Anſwers of * 
| Y Conſcience, and I firictly purſued it; and 'when1 
jad. my (elf at any time art a loſs, by reaſon of the 
nc culcy and: perplexity of emergencies, I did in an 
manner apply my ſelf unto Thee 'for AdyIce 


nd Direction. 
U 4 + H-& 
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27. Towebing wy \Repuriridn a »Ordditu1? TE 

ts bas 2gls7 21d : n&Ma 

7. 1 never affefted the'Repitration-ofbeitg Rirhj 

Great, Crafty,” P6licick;' 'btirTeffcermeammoh' adefer.) 

ved refuration © of Jultice; Honeſty; ivegrity; "_ 
and Piery. S 


4. 1 never <Huþhe/that 'Repurarien Was rhe thiy 
Senn to be oked' after "ir thEERRFRI of Vertiny 
53 that were'to-affett 'the ſubAlHldce for''the fa ofit 


ſh{aow, Wh kid been a kind dFleviry and inpoiny 
of Mitid; biff Vibbked ar Verrae arititheworth off 
asthar whi ih ras the firſt deſirable; I rg 


handſome And "ſel acceſſion "tt. zl 


FE ns, 'of Jattice' 46d Honeſty: p 1s 
'to Keep uncainted, -HpÞ6H Mele round; 
| i patarion would beUiths- 
| TR af jog Forge would” be 'an abuſe ou 
which tho had committed to me. 
bed weakning 6f 4h inftfitmietit which Ard. Hadit fit 
ihte my Hands, Roma ASD —_— 
oy be U6ne by thi. 
bart 53 "7 8 " 


w found both'i in my m_ 4nd dthers' a Gobi! \0 
Nh on, had theſe two great Hp anthjts #h4r5 +I 
relpect of the party” thar had it, rriws a Hand rhe 
ce! tiyer ro Vertue; "and did ft enfgthen the gce al 
Care of them thath 4 it,” t6 pre-efve tt, There 13A 6 
rain. honeſt 'worth and del) hr in Ke that adds ſoihe- 
what, to. the'tare and xealout of f go 6d tirifries' hare 
t6; loſe it. The Vale and Wo 


of Verttte, 4 ehvigh 
it 'far exceeds the yalue of FACRE Jufatiory rhft 
from.i:, yer is more Platdfick dnd'Spirittal, 
Hot always that ifpreſfioh uſbnins, as teſter = 
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vii; | Repurarion/hath;; apd, 1 always looked upon is-as no- 


of thy Wiſdom:in, Governing Menyz/in: 
aiding} 4 Kind of Extatnal Splendorand (Glory to, Gogd-: 


nh; nes and? Verfnejpirhich;might;be, and; 15s & IREANS ; 


aftrethe:others:as-the Shell; or .Husk to:preferve. 
aljernel;::2:- 6 ectpyof others, i becauſe ir, iB both! am. 


+; IN dutement: trek practice: of thac Vertue which-actends, 


ata gives a: Man a fairer opportunity-and frength: 
m&xerciſe:anyi.,mdrthy and good, Aﬀtions for; the gggd: 
ofechers:111:foMandfri delenyed Reputation. hath of=: 
antiches! an gpporturicy:toido: that; good which; ano-; 
qeiviwrants;} andiBidy;practifeirwich more ſEcurity;and: 
lucvefs.”.. */} g Yo 1&PM A * 14 #9} 61 PIE 
*{133 T1916 13 4 30 1 CD 3T6O( RU 275 MW} Dfi 
5. The(ei-Tewptat;wns: I always :found: attending @ 
far Reputation, and I ſtill watched and declined them 
#Ptfts; and-Cankers.| x. Pride and;Vain-glory ;.1 c- 
ſeemed this: asthat:ivhich woald fot and deface-nor 
dly:my :Soul; oat even that, yary-Repnration which4 
kd>acquired:: There/-is nothing: fooner andaecs Re 
wedtion,- than the Pride and Vain+glory' that -a Man 
init. 2. idleneſs and -Remiſsneſs, When aMan 

co think. rhat he hath fireh A iftock thereof, thas 
wemfy- now: fit ftill;:und with the: Rich Man inxhe 
Goſpel, pleate himſelfrthathe; hath enongh laid; up for. - 
many years; and! thorefore he at once ſtarves bath his 
ddneſs 'and-Repneation. : 3. A'diring ts; adventure 
port ſome very ill-aftion, npotta;fecrer and; decoirfidl 
mitidence in his Repuration, [thinking now!he:heth yer 
rec "fuch aiftockof 'Reputarior, that he may. with 
reoy and fafery, and ſucceſs; adventire upon-any 
thing in” confidence that his Reputation will-bear him 
ar 2A Manof great Repuratien thall-be fare;by 
thoſe in Power, to be put, upon ations-thatimayſerye 


1 


Turn ; this is the Devil's Skill; for if he carry: it out 


won the ſtrength of his Reputation, the Devil makes 
"LS the 


$27 WS Ie - 
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the very reſult of Virtze-and Worth the: i 
Injuſtice and Villany;''bar if he ror the Devi 
harh got his end upon him, in that:hehath blaftey, 8 
him, 'and' wounded thy ' Honour-:whicts fffers in: his 
diſ-repuration. F. A great Reputation, and the ſenſs 
of it, and delight in it,” iris apryo pur'a Man uponaiy; 
Shifts, though never ſo unhandſome ro ſupportir,/ 6 
makes a Man oftentimes over-timerous in'doing-that 
which is Good and/Tuſt, leaſt he ſhould ſuffer inchis 
Reputation with ſorne Party, whoſe concetnment may 
lie in- it.' 7. Itis/apt to make'a Man impatient of any 
theileaſt blemiſh. that'may. be cauſeteſly:caſtuponhim, 
and to ſink ynder it. 'A Man of a great Reputatian, 
and (who) ſets his heart upon it, 1s deſperately ſen- 
fable any thing that may'woundir.:. -Therefors, 

T1861 

oY Though I have loved my Reputation, and have 

been vigilant not-to loſe or impairitiby: my own de- 
fault or neglett; 'yet have looked upon it as a brite || 
thing, a'thing'thart the. Devil aims to hit-im a ſpecial I 
Manner ja thing that-is much in the power of a falk || + 

report, a-miſtake, a miſ-apprehenſion.to wound and If /* 
hare, notwithſtanding all my care, I am at the mercyof NF 
otliers, without God's wonderful' over-ruling:Provi- 
dence. ':And.as my Repuration' is\ the efteem thats I} 
thers have of me,fo-that Eſteem may be blemiſhed with: ÞÞ + 
one :my default. I have therefore always:.taken this IN 
Care,-not-to ſer.my Heart upon my Reputation.-;'1 
will uſe all Fidelity-and Honeſty, and takecare it ſhall NY 
fatbe loſt by 'any default .of 'mine 5: and ;if notwith- © * 
Randing all*this,, my Repuration be foiled by evil,.or } © 
envious Men or Angels, - I will patiently: bear-ir; and I} 
content my ſelf with. the Serenity .of::my own am 
ſcience, His murus agenens efto, 


—— 


| 7, When 
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9; When thy Honour, or the good of my 
ed, Ithen thoughbir "a 2 ſeafo 

= out my Reputation fortheadvantage cither, 

and to adt it, and: by, and upon it,. to the higheſt, in 

the uſe of alflawful-M eans; and.upoh fach —— 

the Counſel of Mordecai to 'H, her was my 

ment, Heſther ;F. ' *Who knoweth whether God hath | 

given theo. this Reputation and d Eſtcgin f for a a time 
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CHILDREN 


Children, 


Hen I laſt Lodged in this place, inny n 
Journey up to Londen, I ſent you front 
hence divers /nſtruc10ns concerning yr 


Speech, and how you ſhould manageit, Wy 
and required _ to take Copies of it, and to diref 0dr 
-JGur praftice according to it. I Forgot to enquired; 
you, whether you had taken Copies of it, but I hopeſſſ#wb 
you have; and I do again require you to be carefulinly 
obſerving thoſe and my former Direftions given to you,WM 
ſome in Writing, and many more by Word of mouth, Wa 
1 have been careful that #»y Example might be a viſible 
direction to you ; but if that hath been defedtive, Wa 
or. not fo full and clear a parrern-of- yorr imirarinh ion, 
eſpecially in reſpect of my different condition from Witt 
yours; yet Iam certain that thoſe Rules and: Diredtions, 
which haveart ſeveral times given you, both in Wri- 
ting, and by Word of mouth, have been ſound, and 
wholeſome, and feaſonable : and therefore 1 do expel 
that you ſhould remember and pradtiſe them: - 
thoug 


ho" Lord's" Dayi 393 
Jhoiphyou? young years cannot yet perchance ſbe the 
feaon -uſe of chem, ' yer afſure'your ſpives, 'rirne*: 
ence will:make you know'the*benefit' af chem. 
_ giventp young People, it fires with thent a8 it 
with young Children thatare rayght ro Read, *or 
pln gp Sehool-Boys that learn their Grammar rules | ; 
earn their Letrers, and then they learnto' ſpell 4 
Dbles ann and'then they learn co pur together ſeveral 
Syl ke to: makeupa word; or they learn ro decline 
Noun, or to form a Verb; and all this while, they 
Rand not to what end all this trouble is;' nor what 
it ieans But wherr they come to beable to read En- 
lj or to make a piece of- Latin, or to conftrue a 
"Author, then. they find all theſe Rudiments 
were very neceſſary, and ro good purpoſe; for by this 
wans they come to underfiand what others have 
_ and to know what they knew and wrote, 
prey improve their own, knowledge and under- 
wding: © Juſt ſo it is with young People, in re- 
' of | Counſel and Inftruction, when the Fas 
' or the Miniſter, or ſome wiſe and underftan- 
f : an doth ſometimes admonifh, ſometimes chide 
Freprove, ſomerimes inſtruct, they are apt to won- 
poly ſomuch ado, and what they mean, andit is 
bleſome and tedious, and ſeems impertinent; and 
F are ready to fay within themſelves, thar the time 
e better ſpent in Riding, or Hunting or Merri- 
or Gaming ; but when they come to riper years, 
ſs they begin to find that thoſe InlſtruCtions of the 
vent, or of excellent uſe ro-manage the Converſa- 
{and'to dircdt the Aftions, and to avoid Incon- 
tier es and Miſchiefs, and Miſcartiages, to which 
y are ſubjet-without the help of theſe Counſels. And 
wefore it hath been my Praftice to give youline upon 
n, and preceptupon precept, ro enable you to ficer 
FF order yourcourſe of life through an eyil and dan- 
= gerous 
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GI World ;/;and to. require you-to be frequent 
the Scriptures with due obſervation and-y 
which will make you wiſe for this lift cet 
that which is to- come. Nc 
..F am now come well to F. From whence Iw 
you my former Inſtructions, concerning your Wan (9 : 
and Speech ; and. I now intend to. write ſomethingyy 
you of another Subjet, viz. your Obſervation of til 
Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday ;- and this Id ih 
for theſe Reaſons. 7 |. 
x. Becauſe it hath pleaſed God to caſt; my laiGil 
thar I am to reſt at this place upon that Day, andthe * 
conſideration therefore of that duty, is proper fore 
and for you ; it/is Opus diei in die ſwo, the work fit-and hi 
proper for that Day. eith 
2.: Becauſe I have- by long and ſound E:xpering hcal 
found, that the due Obſervance of this Day, andoffſ®" 
the Duties of it, have been of ſingular comfort: andſſ-1 
adrantage to me z.and I doubr not bur it will proſe 
1o. to you. God Almighty is the Lord of our rms [1 
and lends it te us, andasitis but juſt we ſhould conf 
ſecrate this part of that time to-.him z-'.fo 1 hon [i 
found by a Strict and Diligent Obſervation, that aw 
due Obſervation of the Duty of this Day, hath eve i*® 
had joyned to it, a Blefſfing upon the. reſt-of my time; 
ang the Week that hath been ſo begun, hath bes fort 
blefſed and proſperous to me; and on the other pr bach 
when I have been negligent of the Duties -of -thaW® 
Day, the reſt of the Week hath been unſucceſsful andiiſ 
unhappy to my own ſecular Imployments ; the mu 
I could eaſily make an eſtimate of my ſucceſſesin my 
own ſecular Imployments the Week: following, by" 
the manner of my patling of this Day: and this Lw® 
not write lightly or inconſiderately, but upon 4 long 8 
and found Obſervation and Experience, 
3, Becauſe I find in the World much Looſenef, and 
Apoſtecy from this Ditty. People begin to be cold ” | 
cares” 


:\the\ Lord's: Day.” 305 
pin it, a themſelves Sports and Recrea- 


des f right adi Goular: imployments in it, without anyne- 
al} ceffiry, which is 2 fad ſpectacle, and an ill -prefage. 


{ s- me'therefore ( that am your Father). as 
meb'\as I may; to reſcue you from that ſin-which 


ny I & Hang of -others, and: the inclination, and 
kg | fiderarcneſs of youth is otherwiſe apt tolead'you 


LA 


tal therefore ſet down unto you particularly ( and 
noe-in generals only ) theſe things, x. What: is the 
ſeafon and Ground of your Obſervation of this Day, 
+ What things ought not to be done upon: this day, 


me hich poſſibly may be Lawful upon another Day;//$. 
ant} Mar things be done upon this Day. 4. What things are 


ether fic or neceffary to be done i in order to the. SanCti= 


$ | __ of this Day. 


7M Touching the firſt of theſe, wiz. The reaſon of the 
ſervation and Sanffication of this Day ; and the Rea- 


Y (nsarc theſe : 


x, It-is 4 moral Dxty, that ſince the Glorious God 
gies me my time, 1 ſhould confecrare and ſet-a-part 
te portion of that time in a ſpecial manner to his 
vice, 
And becaufe the Glorious God beſt knows, what 
a tion of time is fit to be peculiarly dedicated to his 


_ |: nice, thar ſo the Morality of that Time might be 


(ls 


nined unto ſome certainly, he hath by his ex- 
es Precept, given to his Ancient People, the Jews, L:- 


ated: one "da of ſeven, to be that ſpecial portion of 
me which he would have Pry dedicated tro his 


oo 
* 
hal 
by 
Fi) £ 
ng 
4nd 
znd 


vice and ſo to conclude, and... into it the Mora- 
yof that Duty. 

Ba This ſeventh portion of tim=, under the old 
given to the. Jews, was determined bythe Pre- 


cept and Command of God, 'in the 4th command, and 


likewiſe 


[44,7 


06 Diradtions o faclolping = 
libewiſt; by his ava Example; contwed. Fai; any 
day: fromthe 'Creatiangr:upoal: xrhieh/tho:Lord yg ; 
Mathis rocks bfCreatian-)! 3 & 25 clade Bs. ® 
x; 4.-Dir-aur Saviour: Girif,- whois; the: Son ofGel : 

fied: forever; ahdisLord'of the Sabhah; :M Math al: | 
x2; fulfilling the wark-of our Redemption: by:; by y oof 
farrtdion upon the: firſt day:iof rhe Week; aod/byjiull Ws 
Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt miraculouſly the frkt d Pu © 
the Week;;' and: = the: fecrer oAcſſage of : this | 
the zApofiſcs- and+ Pritnitive' Church, bath:trar 
the obſervation :of >th& Seventh; hee Fre 
0: the (Firſt day: of/the' Week;: which. 25; cir Ch 
Sabbath; : thar-as/our; Chriſtign; carer one 
:Sacrament of Gircumtitifions: a0d::as <dur: (Chey 
Paſcha,-'the Sicramenr.of che: Euchanid; co 
The Jewiſh, Paſſeover; ſo our Cbriſtian, abba 1 
Firſt day of 
Seventh:day.of theWeerk; and'rhar Mortdliry; w wich | i 
was by: Almighty. God;: "under tbar? Crean | ry *, 
fined ro the \Seventh day, is by the 5Examp » ap 
Eldiſt:and: his >Apobiles, - 26: us Getnrles, trrantfemed 
ro:#he: firſt day of the» Week, and,-chas whichim 
Have:been morally a. violatian of tlie moxality of 
Fourth Command under the Jewiſh Sabbathz; 
violation of the fame Fourth Command, / if. « 
upon {the Chriſtian [Sabbath : though: the Seidhy 
and: Severity  injoyntd 'co. the "Jews the;.not .; rop 
rherthe-famethar iis. now.required of Onion nd 
thus:yau have the Reafon of the Qbligation upon 
Ghrians, toobſerve the Firſt day ofthe Week, becauſe M3 
by anore than-a humane Irfticution,/the Moralir & Fa 4 
che-Fourth Command is:transferred co che Firſt day WK 
the Week, being our Chriſtian - Sabbath: and Ad | 
Fourth Commandment is not abrogated'z. butonly; 
day! changed, and the ITY of chat ou 
only ranlarcd, not annulled,”. 7 


IL 3, 


| \ the 94 Dax 164 
# "air Concerning the Second. It is certain that whee 
ful 40" be done jor another day,. is much . more un« 

What upon off '28 Exceſs and Intemperance, and the 
'finfi "ations. -. Bur further, there are 

2  thiog * chat ge 7 fry done! done .on another day, 
"Ty not law joy done upan this; and tnany 

bs that are "not only'fawful upon! another , day, but 


06 ft and decent, which /are yer, unfit to be: dofie upon 
Y 4: ' fay. Upoit other days we. may and 'muſt imploy oitr 


ei þ- gres in our fecular and ordigary Zallings ; we may ute 


y E is aid Recreations, "as" Bowling, Shooting, 
 Yunting ,'4 Avery other .Recreations;, we' ray ſtu 7 
he F- Learning * "Bur I hold theſe to be not only unkit ; 
al b ER to. Te uſed. upon this 'day', and therefore 

if Member _it. "Moderate walking tnay thus far be uſed, 

it enabler you to. the” more chearful and 
noo 'of the duties of this day ; and therefore 
by you to: walk ſoberly about half an hour after Did: 
' ydipeſt your Meat, that you be not drowſie, nor in- 
$8 £ =o ; 
of I} Upolec q in the Religious duties of the day. Merry, but 

Kf ieeilef: Ex: or talking about ſports of worldly buſineſs, 

75 Uuſed another Ay. buit not upon. this: Feaſtings 

de ſometimes ſeaſonably ,uſed'utpori other days, but are 

upon this day. Let Koehn ſack proviſion! be made 

Ik w Þ hls day, as tay be ary. for the Feeding of the 

| Lo wily, arid the Poor ; 'and therefore I hold that Curioſi- 

n Ng of Meats and ſuperfluous proviſions upon' this 

avoided, as being an unneceſſary breaking of 

-*3 | | ofthis day, and tnbeſceming the ſoleminity of it.” 

ls 3» Fhat things may be dent this day, is a Queſtioti of 

at Latitude; becduſe Circumſtances are many, that do 

h divetfific the ativts of ten, and many times render 

S lawfol or unlawful, according to thoſe varieties of 

farices. "Therefore 1 ſhall ſhortly ſer down thoſe 

Bars that do nor of themſelves direRly rend to the San- 

YL (7 Wcation of this day, that yet may, and ſornetime muſt be 

pot! this day. For there were thany things that were 
>» 


feictly 


| Dirgihn for "4-5 
fritly eryoyned to.the Jews. in their obſe 
Sabbath, which were Ceremonial, and concerned anly x 
tate, and do not oblige under the Gol 4.38 their de 
RIVA t upon this day Ve hs ted, to them, but nat 
us; and hs; more: dig fc arbear an ount i 
\Jand Fug wiul, which. i 'o es nat 96 i x for 
Wade Ba rh 
F {pt reproyes the Phot Li accounted 1 1t 2 dreagh 
Sabbath. to heal. the Sick, or to pluck rhe Far: & 
Corn SP. hr the nope nll .... Therefore, ©; 
>; Marks £5 blalute. Neceſſity ti 
Sons U xd's day. 
wy whichexnor be done before. 1 day, or att 
Seriang a As = ee thy ping of 
reach of -a_Sea ol; ping Y Houle, "Y upag 


flor Lag or. caſygalty is ready et 


that by =. ccident may. ona b 
my. Corn, or A ronkng ; Setting of a. (any 


Phyſick to remgve an incumbent, or imminent Diſc: ie of 
Pain; Milking of Cowes; Feeding of Catted; Thet 
cellry dreſſing of Mear for the Family, | 
inſtances of that kind. But yet therein, great warinelsand 
inregriry ruſt be uſed ;, * for otherwiſe ala ok 
of - Bagg will, rake the liberty to do what ed leak 
Therefore take. theſe Cautions rota els. 
7. That is not: # Maree 


led onthe Sarurdey, and eh y wall 
not juſtife bim in ſending two ſony Kg ho meat 
upon. the Lord's day. 

.. 2; That is not a Neceſſity, which may be forbora wo he 
done without any. abſolute ſtruftian-or los of the. thang 
untit the Marxow: If a rick of hay be. an fire, I may ew 
deavaur to quench ir on the Lord's Day : But if of Jora 
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Il 


_ 


x1 would bo 


fore in my 
ny prone: his rw, and reſt upon 
Meti make neceſhties many tirnes to. 
Eaſe 5nd Sloth and Fancies, when in truth 


Wt @ ci6tic, But the bulinels may be deferred without 


IT, "If we would d fad? more Faithful in our 


Lapon an cnpronems ; 


wt i; yet 2 dmoni hing thedi 


LSE 
require not Ee examination, or 
OI an b-day danger of greater 
ef. * SO © are 'not only permitted, CT commendable, 
© ones 'upon. this. jg if rhe buſineſs re- 
Fab, or may be pre, lll to morrow, then 
| | uch examinations and treaties 
My be day ; becauſe they W Loks 
D poooy portion of time of this 
9ne me cab 


oy ; Asfor | 5 2 Vl 9on hat pro or nec 
* c Fo ofe, uf FR the bar Co rzon P; * ba | Dos Sg 


; ſeldom produce 
gn is eſa: 


pA 


raat - 
ET, x 


tn 


310 DirefFons Ds Pong | d | 
and fitted your ſelf for the Solemniry of the day, Read tw 
Chapters i in the Bible, and then emnly to your Prix, 
Prayer, and defire of God his' BE to Cable 790.0 M | 
Qifie his Day :' and after your private Prayer, Read anoths 
Chapter, and let' yout Reading be with. Attention, Obſay 
vation, and Uncovered on your head.” 8 

3.' When you are in the Publick Warſbip and Seroig 
God, be Uncovered all the while of Reading, Praying, or 
Preaching, and if the weather by too cold wear a Sattin 


Cap. Fi 
Knee! u our knees fit Prayer.  S:and up at 
Redting of the Plalms, and at the firſt and Cooed % 
and the Epiſtle and Goſpel, the Hymns and Creeds.; 3 ſoyon 
ſhall avoid offence, and' give the ſame honour to'every 
- the Holy pence Aoop wee Bur ſtand not up -at reading "Ns 
if any, happen” to. be read. | 
| oe 00 pr the Sermon "atid be very attentive at your 
ers, and im your hearing, I commend Je Prong the $ 
mon, eſpecially till: you 33D or two and. 


S. ; 0 5 hy oY - Ib 
ELLE EE ES Se. > wan... 
4 - "a as HH ky 1 : 60> - I. yo "oe 


old, t : young ” 
ing ct Sermo! on fixeth them at et hem Mm © ah 
ive: $4" ; i - 
6. Hite Mine Tedd; nay if ins Pls or i 


ſons, ruth'to them in your Bible, arid ares eng, 
it willfaſten your attention, and: oem wan | 
7. Be very Arrentive- and Serious ar, Chure, ; 
= ing, nor Gazing about, nor Wi ering, ir 
"thoſe by you, ſomething of be Serinon that ;y6 
din writing. Bay's 
"8. Top the finging Plalms with tha relt of the Congr 
gation. 7 
"* 9: After png mqrng at Iiaoy OL | 
than upon this ou ma | 
5 iy *Afternoon's' Exerciſe, with as Slow Karo ps by 
neſs. | | I 
10. "Walk half an hour after et Gant 
"gt your: I then' $0 to your Cl unber and ;peruſe 
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© 21. 1f you are well be fure you g go & ChareÞ Morning 
nl ray and bethere before the Miniſter begin, and q 
ſap,cill he hath ended ; and all the while you are at Church, 4 
ary your ſelf-Gravely, Soberly, and Reverently, | 
#22. After Fetyngn, go up' to your Chamber and 
made Chapter in-theBible;' then examine what you have 
written, or recollect* "what you have heard ; ; and if the 
n be not repeated i in-your Father's Houſe, bur be re- 
in the Miniſter's Houſe, go to the Miniſter's Houſe 
whe reperitions of the Sermon. 

213. In all your Speeches or Actions of 7bis day, let there 
be no Lightneſs nor Vanity ; uſe no Running, or Leaping, 
or Playing, or Wreſtling ; uſe no Jeſting, or telling of 
| Tales or fooliſh Stories, no talk about worldly buſineſs; but 

kt your ations and ſpeech be ſich as the day is, ſeriousand 
| _oed, tending to learn: or inſtru in the great bufigeſs of 
i po wiedges of God, and his Will and your own 


o $5 FLSA; 
2 "Fine os 
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- 14. After Supper, and Prayers ended in my Family, eve- 
 W x7 one of you going to Bed, Kneel down upon your Knees 
| i and defire of God his Pardon for what you have done amiſs 
 B this Day, and his Blefling upon what you have heard, and 
| -6 acceptance of what you have endeavoured i in his, Ser- 
"2-15. Perform all this Chearfully ne Upijghtly, and Ho- 
neſtly.; and count it nota burden to you, for aflure your 
-felves you ſhall find'a Bleffing from God in Ms doing And 
remember it 5s your Father-that tells you fo, and thar 16 
tupand will nof deceive you; and (which is more that 4, 
t) remember that the Eternal God. hath promiſed, $5" " 
58. 1 3, 14-" If thou turn thy Foot from the Sabbath, from 
np Thy pleaſure on My-Holy Day, and call the Sabbath a delight”: 7 
3 the Holy of the Lord, honourable ; and ſhalt honour him, not doing i 
 *tby own Pays, 70r fmding thine own pleafare, nor Speaking thine | 
o" words ; then ſhalt thou delight thy ſeif in the Lord, and I 
| X 3 will © 
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Lmighty God, when he bad raisd the  Ciuifthus: 
Frame "IO 
Of Heaven and Earth, and furniſhed the ſame 
With works of equal wonder, framed then ; 
' Apiece of greater Excellence, call d Man: 43 
Gave him a comprehenſive Soul, that ſoar d ; 
Abvve the Creatares, and beheld his Lord; 
Inferib d him with his Image, and did fill 
The Compaſs of his Intelſeft and Will 
With Truth and Good ; gave him the Cuſtody 
his own Bliſs and Immortality. 
And juſtly now his Soveraign might demand 
Subjetion' and Obedience at his hand ; 
Were only' Being given, 'twere but right 
His Dept of Duty (hoxld be infinite - 
| But here was more, a ſuper-addet drefs 
- Life,' Perfettion, and Happineſs. 
: Tet this great King, for an Experiment 
bo Allzgiance, zs context 


 - Of Man's deſerv? 
= X 4 To 


4; 8 
Ts 


Poems upon 
To uſe an eafte Precept, ſuch as-flood - + thi 
Both with his Creatures Duty and his Good; * | 
Forbids one Fruit on pain of death, and gives: 
Freely the reſt, which he might eat aud live. *Maj 
But Man rebels, and for one taſt- doth chooſe +. 
His Life, his God, his Innocence to loſe. If 
And now death ſtricken like a wounded Deer, 
Striftly purſued by Guilt, & Shame and Fear, 
He ſeeks to loſe himſelf; from God he flies,  Whi 
And takes a Wilderneſs of Miſeries; _: Wh 
A Land of new Tranſereſſions, where bis Curſe 7 
1s cloſer bound, his Nature growing worſe. 
And whiles in this condition Mankind lay, 
A man ſhould think his injur d God ſhould ſay, 
There lies Accurſed Man, and let him lie * 
Tatangled in that Web of Miſery, 
Which his own Sin hath Spun; 1 muſt. be True 
And Fuſt, Unthankful Man, thou haſt thy due. | 
But 'twas not ſo. Though Man the Maſtery - ' + 
With his Creator's Power and Wil, dares try, ; 
And being over-match'd with Power, diſdains 
To ſeek a Pardon from his Soveraignz + \ Wh 
The Great and Glorious God, the Mighty King Wh. 
Of Heaven and Earth, deſpis'd by ſuch a thing: Wh 
As man, a Worm of his own ne breaks Wy 
The rales of Greatneſs, and his Creature ſeeks," 
His froward Creature; not in ſuch a way_ ] 
As once he gid in the cool of that day, 
Wherejn Man fiun'd, and bid; ſuch Majeſty 
Had been too great for Man's neceſſity: 
But the Eternal Sun of God, the Word, 
Ry which all things were made, the Mighty Lord, 
Ss | Aſſumes 
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*Siſames our Fleſh, and under that be laies, - © 
' Yd hides his Greatneſs, and thoſe 'Glorious 


© | Moby, which had-bees over bright,...'. © 
Bd 100" reſplendent for. poor Mortals fight; - 
fd wider this diſgniſe, the King of 'Kings 
i} Meſſage of his Father's Mercy brings; 
Wilts Mar's return ; (pays the Price -*. + 
Bf bis Tranſgreſion by the Sacrifice 
MW bis own Soul; and undertakes to cure 
Wheir Sin, their Peace and Pardon to procure; 
Wo cnguer Death for him; and more thay this, 
Wfertle: him in Everlaſting Bliſs. .. . 
bd now, 0 man, could this exceſs of Love, 
ly Thankfulneſs to ſuch a height Improve, 
ut it could fire thy Soul into one flame 
Love, to ouly him that bought the ſame 
"Wſach a rate, yet till it were too ſmall 
Wi recompence thy Saviour 's\Love withal 5 
e did he give thee Being from the duiF, 
ul for that only Being, 'twere but juſt _ 
ay thy utmoſt ſelf : But when once more 
Wh Being, and thy Bliſs he did reſtore 
Whſuch a means as this, it doth bereave 
"Wh Soul of hopes of recompence, and leaves 
By Soul inſolvent. Twice to him this day 
Wm ow/t thy ſelf, yet but One ſelf canſt pay. 


Il 


be Prince of Darkneſs, faſt wich | Wikou 
ar ffrff Parents firſt Apoitacy, _ 
A florbes opt _ 


, 


LE 


©ſurpt a prvnteacy on May, 

Revd thus' from his firſt Soveraige: 

And though by that Apoſtacy he ford; 

Under ths chyins of death his Faſſal boo) T Re 
| Tet to-ſerure his Empire, be #re'ſpreadl Ys 
The World with Darkneſs, @ thereby did bl 
His Captives as he pleaſed : Thus he bowyil I L 
His Rule uſurped near four thouſand yeary;" 'E 

Except ſome ſmall confin'd Plantation, \ "teal 
Within a" Family or Nation. We 
But mw fo put a period"to this Raig "Bis 
Of- this Ofarper, and reduce again on | : 
Man to his jwft fubjetion, is _— "pr 
That Man from this Subjeftion fhall be th he 1 
And this not by the abſoluts Command io 
Of an immediate Power, nor ſhall the Band vt 
Of Angels Glorious Hoſts ingaged be ie 
To reſcue man from this Captivity : A ik it C, 
=- who anunft means i»tends," "WM; 

ray moſt ſuitable unto this end. "0 
ain our more the Serpents, OT wu 
DA may of Innocence aud Life beguile; © vi [417 
By Man his head is cruſhed; the Lawful Lid" 
Unto his Creature, Man to bis Life <' 1 
A Virgins Son is Burn - T his Rifing Sun; '*" 
The Worlds inthralling darkneſs overrans ; "® 
A Child to us is Bore, whoſe Innocence, al I 
Oar Natures ſpot and ſtain doth purge and cleas FT f 
His Wounds, our Cure ; his Bonds, our Liketv 6h 
His Death becomes our Life, our Vittory. a | 
And this is he whoſe Birth we celebrate," "WW 
a from this Day our Happineſs do _ SY 


4 4 ; 
ES « 


bs 


ſaws: Jebold and wander. Thave' ws on R..-- : 
d to his Prince, and hin alone- © 4 
all cbe Bonds, which Duty, Gratitude, 
Þ could faſten; ſuch as might exclude + 


by of eftion;. yet this man 
| 4%, againſt br Sera | 
les; is apprehended; ſemend'd; caſt; - 
plac he maſt ; the final Sextonce paſt - | 
js 0 rewprſal. Lo! inthat Very 
ns tha Offender waits his re Blow z 
| ot Son, nro the Priſoner's nom,” 
| === a , dies, 
4 rait '$ puniſhment to 
Vl Caſe in Mine and Thine." By af the Bands | 
= Love wy ee we Saud" X 
to Almig ; 
oryy Allegiance when we nl nl role 
is Law in Adam» By that Liw 
were condemn d to die ; »o help we [aw, 
Wes Fhes did his Maj 
ner the- admirable Myſtery 
Wh Redemprionas the Eternal Sow 
te Eternal Gd deſcends ; becomes - 
wr our-ſake;-and in our Bead doth Fand, 
T: ercepteth from his Father's hand, 
Fflroke Fhar was our due, becomes the Price? 
hs and our Saifſes” | 
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| Perſon, onc 'l 

God in _his.Creatute did to 

That ftrangg Heſcent, mþon. 

a OR "Natur = Py & v; 
tread thoſe ſteps. of Birth' aud, Inf: 

Which —_— dl:t 


Y L's 24 oftery 
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If man had were: barws won Bw. 

Once fain and loft; had lain- Erennally .- 

@nder his juſt diſerved wiſery >" . 2 3 

But if thou wilt. thy Creature have "lat, 3 

Can noleſs rate e 2 Muſt the\great I, ol 

Of Heaven and Earth, to. compaſs ſuch an a 

So undeſery/ beneath himſelf deſeend 2:4 

And if he muſt, yet why ſo low >. the Son- W 

Of the tmmortal Ged; Man to backine > 

Had it. not been deſcent enough for bim,. "Wk 
| To take the Nature of a Seraphim? -- ie 
. Orif no other Frame.or Nature:can 0 ſer 5, 

Serve our Redeemer's work, but that of " 

Tet: wherefore muſt our Bleſſed Lord be ll 

" all thoſe weary eps , which Mori 


ML hare one by theſe Neps £2 Natute, 
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was. he not. as. faom-as born. Predlaimid 
ghty: ow dn gee and. nl thes operand 
"yr; th \ontiward:Elor arm 
_ att wa as 


mak Ye lm Gree? rrp kry Queſt ond bu, | 
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As heed But not "of 7.9 
__And fivee nie rone pre 7 
Love. Our = with greate fervonr, wor invites" 
'2 Our hanaes: "Nature morez'than twhen we ſees” 
$, Me yh» to be. Fe 
Pit, p42 us, be chooſeth to expreſs 
His Love Jo "highly tous; and to oe, Wo 
The whole\OEcovomy of Man's Redemption. 
With'fo much tenderneſs; fuch- condeſtenfin 
Such: _matcbleſs inſtarices: that did excel 
Example, never had a' parallel. 
Poor Wretched Man! waſt a loff, _ 
Diſtreſſed, worthleſs, fallen Creature, one 
....-: That hadft-rebeld againſt thy God;and: 
©: Under the Chains of FDearh thou ith not 
Nor. feel thy bondage, that did'ſt rather hn | 
Than ſeth a Pardes; Jet" bn this forlors 
EfFate. of thine; thy Snjur! a" Maker ſends" 
2 Sow t1'{cok and ſave thee: He deſanhs 
To ſave hts Rebel ; thoaghhe did riot need," 
= job uy Law, becomes d Main to bled 
And die for an that never. 
So much as axked hel os Io deliver - al 
Thy Soul from endleſs Death, dvd with hit tl 
akjeir —— fot thee: a 'Crowy, 
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4 Exrede amt, or that" ſo Kindly hirs 
q | Wal affeeitos ferings. BajSnone but he,” 
W. new, betauſe he made vir. hearts, cold ee 
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Die rc 93 zf," coulH'on franie 


[oth % Norge to win hb" fame. 
Me-thinks in this defign 7 cinnot Yell 
Whether the Wiſdom or the Love Lxvty” 
Both wonderful, and both may 'JuiFly aDys > 

# raiſe our Admiration anil our Love: © 
nil he "that thinks But of It, and yet caw > ©} 
oy bit deay- bought Love, hath Gre of Mai, 
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f For his. Reception - This great Potentare,”** 
Ard Prince "of Teva "and. Earth amt} ” 

” bjoks Naa 
We [oy aſſumes « our Nature; but conceals 

Dreeeay Luftre under Y bale 0 
Inids- of Lowlmeſs ' Firſt he takes 

tHhe  Angelick Nature, But he niakes || 
y Fleſb hit Mantle, iohere be orb infold 
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Without nc; 

Not fromsſome 4 rinceſs. L 
Of fans oe Fa ng 
And Poor, thaugh ns woe Virgen, adj wu, 
We ny) Je ds in ſome: reat £ourt to jj 
Were d pare eg Ems. dehand. 
For bis fc breath; "and int Jy | 
And in that In. 4. Stable; t her ms EL. \ 


This bleſt.E piphany.; z the | 
Ne better Eg teentertain her Lord. 


And now, if enly.on the Qiftory:  _ -. 1 : 
WWe:gaze,pe-Jook toa fhort, the Myttery ll 7; 

Gs fruitful « Erie. egan to teach... 7 
And be-at.once, \ phy e be ſpate 20. Fr ta. Preach, Þ 

It doth.c Try rhou dope 7 
Effatts: Lo greateſt pet produc FYWY F 
From t without al humane Grandeur, Yen D p 
Thou muſt Fabſeribe, the power is not of Men, i - 

But God. | Great mm do then ſpeak beſt 9 

- - Amighey God, mien Man they cu ſpent. | | 
+9344 Again, if gives Ln teas of mts 0 


Qf.Worldly Bomp, þ Sj ee mot be, I o- 
That Pageantry.:. the Lor who can "og ings. a 
Ard value-what is be beb,celid paſs at-by. 41 7 
JAdgain Thy Savionr's, @InfantPanterg ell Y 0 
What his Diſciple s' Duty is, how well... | 
Humihty. 4ecometh, thee, when he: <5 N rl 
The Prince of L, aud. Glory, choſe-1 the, | F 
Thus humble; he puton, an, fleſb, i.chides. t 
And checks,and [hames poor ook: MortalsPrigh I 
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L ſuitable returns ; and yet if ftill 

\ row exceed thy BUY as [ ure it will 
G\ Tet ſuch a Heart becomes a Sacrifice 
grceprer, f cat hy orher wan?3)apphtes. 


When the great Lamp of Heeuen, the Ge Chriſtrazs: 

- Y10u5 Sun, rs 

Had touch > Bis\Southern period, md Jens" 

" f To lene the Winter Tropith and'ro climb 

"| The Zodiacks'afcending Signs; that time ' 

* | The &rrghrer Sun of Righteouſneſs dithoboſe 

b His beams of Light and Glory 'to diſcloſe” - 
Tour ark Tower World; and by thoſe Rays 

\ | Tathuſe the'Parkneſs, ind\ 20: make 3t day: 

"Bl Ard eff the Glorious and Reſplendent Light 

4 © bis Eternal: Beam, might Be too' bright" 

" if For Morrals eyes to gaze upon; he ſhrouds 

And cloathes- his fiery pillar with the Cloud 

Of Humane Fleſb, that in that dreſs he- may 

cpa with Men's yn them with” the 


To Lite and Glory 'ſhew his Father's rind 
Concerning them, how Bountsfal and Kind 
His thoughts were to them; p. what the Y ming 
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F th his dear Blog, the Ti Yarh te bg reveal d 
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> Whenthe Almighty doth his firſtebors bri 
paniers. Tuto the World, Jebold how every thing 'S 
| Bs. x2. Doth ſtrive to bear him Witneſs, and proclaim 
| Yar x. ... That this was he on whoſe moſt healing Name, 
\ Man's Reſtitution lay; the Woman's Seed \. 
0 ' Promis d in Eden ; thus it was :Decree'd : 
To print an, Eminence upon that. Day, 
Within whoſe Womb: fo great concernment lay. 
And firſt-thoſe Prophecys that. ſeem'd to lie 
uker. 78. Ty a Jowg ſleepy. the: Day-ſpring, from on-high 
Sammons then up; to Bethle'm they are ſent; 
And there they read:their own accompliſhment; 
Genel. 12. 3, Here Abraham «finds his:Promis'd Seed ;'iv 
Jerem. 23. 5. The Nation's Bliſs was wrapt ; David his. Sis, 
Gen. 49. 16. And yet his. Lord; Jacob's dim aged eye --\ 
Jaem. 23-6: Beholds his wiſbed Shiloz Jeremy, : 
Ezck- 34- 23. 7 he Lord our Righteoufneſs; 'Ezechiel, I. 
Gb 7. 14 ' Z74s Kingly Shepherd ; lay, Immanuel, - -. 
paniel 9. 25.7 he Virgins Son; Wiſe Daniel, while be ſeeks, 
Fe finds within the compaſs of his-Weeks, 
Micah 5. 2. Meffiah's Birth, where Micha's Prophecy... 
Malzci 3, Before preciſely fixt it ; Malachy, -. \A 
' The laſt of all the ancient Prophets bere 
Of the New.Covenant;- finds the. Meſſenger. 
Theſe, and an Army more.of, Prophecys, - 
Like Stars of ſeveral magnitudes ariſe . 
From ſeveral periods, and then fix their ſtatin 
_.Cpnjoynd in one great Conſtellation, 
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9 quer Bethle'm'with that. Eaftern Star, - 

And joyntly ing We here fulfilled are. 

Hither:comes: alſo Moſes with a-train- > | 
;Types\and* Sacrifices, which. contain. 0 

ows of that. great Prophet he foretold;- | Deu.rs.1s. 

This day 'unvert>;their Pact-and' his, unfolds 

Their Myſteries ; and here with one conſent 

They, publiſh all; Lo ! "this was he we meant, | 

The Bleſſed Angels from the Heavens deſcend, 1 ** 

The Prince. of: Heavens. Birth-tey to attend ; 

And cloath d with Light and Gloty, they became 

The Heralds. thoſe glad tydings'to-proclaim 

Unto the watchful: Shepherds : forthwith they 

To Bethle'm, as direfted, baſk away, Dn 

And find as-they-were told, dud everywhere, 

What t hey had ſeen and hear d,;tbey do declare. 

And that the Heavens, as well us. Angels, may 

Contribute ſomewhat to. this ſolemn Day'; -.. 

A Star is born, that ne re befoie appear dg. - 

Whoſe conrſe ſo. miſely through the air is ſfleer d Mat. 2. 

Ts Bethle'm, that by it, as by'a thread, ..*. 

The Eaſtern Wiſe-men. thither juſt are lend ; 

And there-it makes a halt; and. ſo do they,  X*>547 

Ts Jacob's Star, while they. their hamage pay. 

When after Mary to the. Temple went, @.. | Len 25: 

Her, and her Maker's Firſt-born to preſent,\.. Ws 
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Thither by ſecret Providence are brought\.- 
| Simeon- aud Anna, that of-long. had ſought 


For Ifraels Conſolation ; there they ſee: >. 
The, hope they ſought, and. witneſs" this is Ye. 
id our. Lord no ſooner land among." + 


vs Mortals, bat immediately a throng 
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- Podragcwon? 
of ftrange-and wonderful Conjlmitures Jonem' | 
To this Divine Attraflive,' dvd Warm \" ba 
The unexpetting-World that he for whom 
The Werld was: we Pb iro the World's ab 


A thing exceeding Wonder, therefore\fit 11.1 Þ ; 
That Does Po ate? Und, =: its © _ - 
N '\ Nl 7e 
'Y Ix. & A B 
FA 
Reader, the 7itk of his: EN _ T f 
And what it doth' import,-doth bid. "thee ns 4 
Ant read, and inal, 97g that "Myſtery \ * ſt 
That Angels gaze apony Droimity oo 3 y 
Aſſuming Hunjine'\ Fleſh; Th Bretnal' Son | 1 
Of the-Eternal God; #9" Man become: >|, 
But why this ſtrange Aſſumption 2 or what al $i 
Equivalent could make him to Heſcend * 7 
So far beneath hint Ho," \and equblize * il þ 
The Miracle of ſuch an enrevpriſc: "EK *s | £ 


Tet ftay arid” hides - Btleſerord Love / 
To Man, to finful: Mir, aid only move ' 
This ſtoop from FIeaven to Earth ard'a8 to win | ; 
And reſcue left \andfallen Min from Sin, | 1 
And Guilt, and Death; tnd Fell; ant re-inſtal ] 
Him in that" Happineſs loſt by'h his Fall; © i 
And. greater, Everlaſtmaly to awell ; 
In Bleſſedneſs : So that Thos caſt not tell + | 4 
Which of the two the greater Wonder proves, ' || } 
Thy Savibur's Tncaruation or his Love. :'! 
But both conclude thou Hoſt notypve, but pay 
4 Debt, inthe Obſervance of this'Day. 
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«| When Great Events occur;or ory ſuch." © v 


Ar do concern our ſelves, w#%bink not much 
To print their Memories upon that'\Nay' ' 
'* | Tearly, wherein they happen, that. it may 
þ. Become a Living Hiſtory, and tell 
\ | Toatter Ages what long ſince beſel ; 
'* | At this great Day's Tnſcriptivn doth out-wie, 
'” | ard filenceth all other Hiſtories; + | 
| / bears the Wemory of that great :Day, 
Wherein, when all Mankind indloſed lay 
Under the Curſe of God,” th Bternal-Ward, 
| Dil-here aſſume our” Fleſhj and Natare's Lord 
% Subſertbd tos Nature's Laws, is Born and\Dyes 
” Þ 7oreſcue us, that were his Enemies. 
” | Immanuel's Birth, the Day-ſpring:from'on high, 
| Thouth glimmering, before in Prophecies, \ 
And ſwadled up in Types ſo many years, 
- | Now dawns, and like the Morning doth appear, 
| Anew whheard of Heſperus, a Star, 
This Rifing San to uſher, and prepare " © 
{ N Mens minds with-wonder, bs tofesd and ſent 
| into the Fat; the Wiſemen ſaw, and went" 
To Bethle'm, where their 7 ribate they do'pay*+ 
Unto the Prince of Peace, who though he' lay © 
| Meanly Inthroi a, yet Majeſty Divine. © . 
Through all thoſe-veils of Poverty did ſhine.” 
And now, as by the guidance of a Star, * 
The Eaſtern Wiſemen thus condutted are 
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Of Bliſs to Mar, an Heavenly Anthem jing, | 
ET 9 2 


To Jacob's'Star ; fo this great News is fext 
To meaner men, by means more eminent : 
The Birth of ſraeF's Shepherd yet unknown 
To fimple Shepherds by an AngeFs ſhown. ::_ 
And whiles the Shepherds watch their Shey, 
the Night + EE I 
To entertain. this. News, by Heaven's Light,” 
Ts chang'd to\day, and a Celeſtial Quire . . .- 
Of Heavenly Citizens, who no leſs admire 
The News than they, to whom they tel it, fing 
The happy Tydings of this new born King : 
Glory to God'on high, on the: Earth Peace 
To Men, their comfort and their hopes increaſe. 
' And ever-Bleſſed be thy glorious Name, . 
O thou Eternal, that contriv'd'ft this frame 
Of Wonder, and of Love, to ſend thy Son 
Partaker of our Nature to become, 
That thy loſt Creatures may become partakers 
By him of Light and Glory with their Make. 
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The Angels; whoſe pure Natures bad no (pit 
Of. Srm or Gualt and therefore needed not 
An expiation.;" yet when ſent they were, 
The: tidings of that Peace aud Joy tobear, U 
Which this Day dawn'd to Man; they fill the skies ÞÞ 1 
With Acclamations; Glory to God.on high, | 
Peace on the Earth, good Will to Man ; thus they | 7 
Rejoyce to ſee the ſpring of others. jay. +. 
And fhall the: Angels when the news they bring 
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4nd Mar Be filexr2 Mar, for whoſe only fakes, © 
- Wed Lord did Humane Natare bor by m 
dud ſtoopt below the Angels, to inſtal, 
And place Man in a ſtate Angelical-- _ . | 
Pear Lprd, our Hearts are narrow, let thy Love 
fill and inlarge their compaſs, and improve - 
Their due returns, that as thy Loves extent, - 
Did cauſe that range and wonderful deſcent 
of Hequen to Earth, ſo it again may raiſe 
(ur. Earth to Heaven, ogr hearts to. thee in 


praiſe. 
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Thegreat deſign, the Word becoming Man, Chiittmus: 
For Man's Redemption, laid ere the World begay 
h God's Decree, ſo cloſely was direfled - 
Through many Ages, that 'twas ſcarce ſuſpefted 
By the concerned World:: and when it, came 
To its accompliſhment, even then the ſame 
Comcealed the Cratch and Infancy, 

And Humane Nature hid the Deity. 

But though this lower world but little thought 

What Gueſt they bad, the News was quickly 
brought | | 

Unto the Court of Heaven, the. Angels take 

the A Alarm, and ſtreight their flight they 

 , make 
Unto.the drowfie Earth; the firſt they meet 
Were watching Shepherds ; theſe by night they 

{ B64t wt | 


With ow. "” OT, and to folemnine" \i! 
The Birth-tpy of their King they fill the Why 
With Songs 'F Praife. The Heavens' to nl 
_ ſhare: . | 
tn this Soltmnity, ai Tate a Star be f 7 
Into the'BafF,'to let the Wiſemen know" th 
The Prigce of Peace is bury, and['to bil 9 wal 
The w —_— that ſtation, where they might ""\ j 
Behold Ythatgreat and long: expetted foohr.  \\Iit 1 
Ant prong "World thus rod by Heitonj A 
egins W /; 
To take the Alarm, and it quickly rings 


With the Meſſiah's Birth; the Shepherds dries $/# 


To Bethle'm, fied the Angels tydings true ; 
And publifht"it + the'Witemen come ane 
T heir Gaides report ani 'condutt-true tobe." 


And ehey Procltim i :*then'come Kings; "of 


bran D, 
And pay Tribute to their Iofant King.” © y 
Thus the \Almighties Wiſdom'ſends a train" 
Of Wonders and Remarks to-entertain 
And wait upan"this greater Wonder ; Cropiit' 
The Bith-day of his Son with what renown 
The Worlt could contribute, and ſeems to'fit 
All Circumſtances, that they render it, 
As ſolemn,” fiqnal, memorable as 
The great importance of the buſmeſs was. 
7 our proud and narrow Hearts, 

| we 
Shall Faroe the Memory of that, bitch he 
Strove to make ſignal; while we think 4 Day © 
Tor 00.much to that Solemnity to pay. ns 
Xl. 


ay, 


1 ig! 
dy xm. 


{os CY F the "Meſſas Boys, and\ftaltn Dil © Day net | 
«is thought too mach exyenſiaeneſs to'pay « | 


ut emorial:2\Fha?l ax*Anniverſe 

wir des oftentation'to fehearſe- . - 

eb 79M Princes 'Birth-day, vr repeat 
iy v Bahr) eight, or Powder Pitts ofoangs "SED 
9 $4 Purim, or ſome perry" Fiftory,  ." 


with the" Viftars'loſs or 7 Aeffowy: ? 
in; /Þat "we' venture to exterminate, - 
dflarve at once'the"Memory aud. Date n 
fehrift Incarnate, wherein ſuth'a lore + | 
joy Mortals "lay, as nere\ before 
1 Bile Sunbebeld, a Treafaryof Bliſs ; 
oo. Be Birth-day of the World as well as his'2 
a; rateful Man 1! Ttwas for only thee, 
th wb for thy" Reſtitution, that he = ny 
1 wy foop to\mear thy raggs, choſe. a deſeont 

w himſelf and Angels, was content 
wo aſſume thy Nature, aud thereby 

paſſing love to thee"to \magnifie. | 
j cauſt thou thus requite it, to deface 
14 days inſcription of it, or to'raſe © 

Webs it bears, that future Ages may 
beer as well the Bleſſmg, as the' Day *' 

Dear Lord, when to thy Honour 1 dofign 

To yive 4 Day," 'twas what before was thine; - 
lit were '3t mine, I only pay'a debr- {4 
tid Remembrance oy this me 
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This Day by ———_— uſe defign 7 2 - : 


Por. 366%: Zo boar this great Memorial, avid remind."n Wi 


Porgetful- Mortals: of that: Benefit SO þ 
That was of greateſt conſequence; doth 21 

Find various: Entertainment's Some dedii « Un 
Its folemn Ule, as zf we'might confign * 


* A Purim or a Feaſt to-celebrate © + -_ 


Some Vittory, or to'\commemorate uf) 
Some Pringe's Birth-day; yet the wondrous hi 

Of Him that was the Priuce of Heaven CK 
Mar-kinds Dotiverer, muſt' neglefted be, * 
Without, a'Day'to bear its. Memory. . ' 1 \ 
Others there are that ſeem for to contend.” 
For its Obſervance ;; bighty. do pretend... 
Zo honour it, but *tis with Luxury, "xi. 
Riot, intemperance, and Vanity : 


To this Solemnit ,as if they thought + + \\\\(( 
Thoſe fins that flew our Lord, the only. train.) 
For his reception, or to entertain. 


_ * His Birth day. Thus they mock hin, i Jet C 


Hoſannah, X7/5 at once and. Crucifie. 

Others again with greater. Innocence,  \. 1\\' 
Obſerve ahis Feaſ?, and yet without the ſeat 
Of its true uſe, but only on the ſcore... ... - 


' Of what their. Anceſtors. did. do before'; 


| Then think thave fairly kept it Holy day, 
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bl 1h Solemn:Signs are wot avift. 

e ſuch'a Sg as: this; a 
WE: = dot and wiſe Creator, when bitubted. © 
"1 lad wp ſame; great deliverance, did. com- Ja. © @ - 


4 "GATE wr; and, Movanients, _— 
tniaad to ſenſe ſhould. ra the:inflraments'. © 

oo | | {-GREA their memery, that. ge. 

\ »1 be legrble to. Children and invite... 

«91 Neir ſearch intothe things they meant, whereby 

Mather with the Signs, the Memory . 

i Evidence of things of note might. reach 
Br ofter-times, and Fas as well as Teach. 
\Yſleſe great Examples ſeem to juſtifie 

7 6 "4 orbidden ſigns, to te(tifie 
Bow Faith and Foy. © But yet this is not al 
"Wikis Feaſt defrgns ; Gut it doth chieflyicall 
(Wor more - Son lanfal figns alone are dry 

e hid empty ſhelis of this Solemnity. 

Bike Merczes that:this Day diners, require 
4” ſerious attention to admire .. 
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PREFACE. 


Art of theſe things now publiſhed were in- 
tended to have been Printed and Publiſhed 
in the former Volume; but uot being ſo well 
Tranſcribed as I thought was neceſſary for 

the Preſs, being not in place to ſee it correfled my 
ſelf, and the Term being ſo wear, that they could net 
he made ready and Printed before that time, at the 
requeſt of the Bookſellers, who were loth to Joſe the 
opportunity of that Term for the Publication of that 
Volume, 1 was content to let them Publiſh that alone, 
as it is, without any wore : Fur au wit ding. Get 
ward intended thzs other Yalwae, adding thereauto 
ſave ether ſmall chings, more thay of firs mere in- 
tended, to make it @ jult Y,olume, wear the properts- 
.mof the former, provided i could te ſo timely fi- 
wiſhed, as that it might appear to be but a part of 
the former Treſpaſs,thaugh with a coatinuagdo, and 
wt a new preſumption again/t the watthy 4nthar - 
But when part of it had been ſp lug, detained in the 
hands of the Licenſers, that by reaſon thereof, aud 
of ſome other interventiaus, that could nat be, 1 was 
willing to appear to the World to be guilty of a ſe- 
and Treſpaſs againſt ſo excellent a perſon, eſpecially, 
- Z % having 
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having both craved and obtained bis pardon for tl 
former, and therefore wrote to the Bookſellers to d. 
fift from proceeding any farther therein till ſun 
fair occafien might offer..it ſelf. to do it, either mij 
the Author's expreſs conſent, or at leaſt without of 
fence to him, 4 
But it was not long. before I was much importunl 

by fome ſpecial friends of the Author's, to let thempy 
ceed, and among the reſt by a Perſon of Qu.lity, wh 
hath a very high reſpe& and eſteem both for him a 
"bis Writings, and to whom T am very much oblig, 
and befides, T perceive that the Author himſelf wa 
wery much importuned by ſome friends and perſon 
Quility for more of his Writings of this nature; thi 
which 1 did before foreſee would be one conſequent 
of the' publication of the former Volume; for althugh 
he hath written much of this nature, it having bees 
long: the employment of his Horz Sacre, yet hut 
ſearce any, even of his moſt intimate friends and ac 
quaintance, except my ſelf, and ſome of his own Famil), 
known ſo much. But by the advantage of thele in- 
portunities of other friends, I did the more eafi 
prevail with. him to give leave that the Bookſeller 
might go on with what they were about. And thu 
' the Reader comes to enjoy the benefit of this ſecond 
Polume. . | 
For the Treatiſes contained in it, there is one upm 
the ſame Subjeft with one of thoſe in the former Ve 
lume, that-is,. Of Afflictions, but ſuch (to ſay m 
more) as doubtleſs will not ſeem tedious to any. Pio 
per ſon, who hath already read the former. For his 
Meditations 'upon the Lord's Prayer, \7hey are ſo 
% excellent, 
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excelent, and ſo far beyond what T ani able to fay in < 
mimendation of them, that I ſhall leave it to the 
with ſence Fehe Reader; who, if he have any reliſh of fin- 
t of Wl core Religion, Frety, and Devotion, caunot but: be 

highly affeed with them, For thoſe ſhorter Me-, 
wel MY ditations 7 muſt acquaint the Reader that they were 
tn Wl anitten hen the Author was not only in his Journeys, A 
oh Wl but is ſuch Journeys, wherein he had eſs freedom. by. | 
aul Wl recfon of the Company, which was then with him, 
4, WM thar be did ordinarily take, when be. had. none but 
mu Wl Hs own Attendants about him; for 1 find in di-' 
wr Wl vers of them noted when and where they were writ- 
that Wl itn. And theſe T was the more willing ſhould be 
ence WW publiſhed in this Polumewith the others, becauſe, if 
wh W the importunities of friends, which have not, nor 
een MN vill be wanting, can poſſibly prevail with the Aus 
ath Wl thor to publiſh any more of this kind himſelf, I ſup- 
ar il ſed he would rather make choice of ſome of his 
wy, larger and more compleat Writings, than of theſe 
in. Il (whereof ſome were never finiſhed) which: yet I doubt 
fly Wl wt, but will be very acceptable and tel to the 
ers Ml Pious Reader ; but poſſibly otherwiſe might not have 
hus been publiſhed at all. And even from theſe ſhorter 
oud Wl Meditations the Reader may receive a double bene- 

Bf ft: the matter of them may be ſuch to him of it 
pou Wl elf; But befides they exhibit an excellent Example 
Vo  intheir Author, as of the conſtant pious aud vertums 
1m Wl Diſpoſitions of his mind in general, ſo in particalar of 
ous bis conſtant Care to imploy thoſe pretious portions of 
bis time, as he calls them, his Horz Sacrz, in ſuita- 
ble and profitable Meditations, from which he would © 
wt ſuffer himſelf to be wholly diverted, either by 

4 his 
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his Company , or any other of thoſe occurres 
ces, by which we are often too apt to excuſe w 
ſetves from the Duties and Exerciſes of Religion wu 
Piety. 

Let the Pious Reader pray for the prolongatim 
bis Life, and the Reſtitution of a competent meaſur 
of Health and Strength unto him; which if it plea 
God to grant, doubtleſs his Studies in Private nil 
be no leſs beneficial to Poſterity, than his Ations 
Publick have been to the preſent age, though the Ca 
ſequence of theſe will reach to Poſterity alſo. | 


crave the Reader's favour to pardon and correti tie 
miſtakes of the Printer. 


Being far diſtant from the Preſs, I muſt again 
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The ſeveral Treatiſes compriſed in this Second 
Volume are : 


N Inquiry touching Happineſs, page 1 ' 


Of the Chief End of Man, P. 1 
Upon Ecclef. XI. x. Remember thy Creator, &c. 
26 
Upon Pſalm LI. to. cor mundam crea, &c. G 33 
A Poem, . Þ- 44 
The Folly and Miſchief of Sin, P. 45 
Of Self Denial (#ot finiſhed) þ: 49 
Motives to Watchfulneſs, in reference to the Good 
and Evil Angels, p.58 
(fModeration of the Aﬀections, p.Gr 
0!Woridly Hope, and Expectation, Pp. 70 
Upon Zeb. XIII. 14. We have here no continu- 
ing City, þ. 76 
Of Contentedneſs and Patience, p. 82. 
0f Moderation of Anger, _— 
A Preparative againſt Aﬀlictions, p. 88. 


Of Submiſſion, Prayer, and Thanksgiving, p.' 130 
0t Prayer, and Thanksgiving, on Pſalm CXVT. 

I2. P.135 
Meditations -upon the Lord's Prayer. fp. 140 
A Paraphraſe upon the Lord's Prayer. p. 26: 
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INQUIRY 


HAPPINESS. 


Ny Man that compares the PerfeQtion of the 
Humane Nature, with that of the Animal Na- 
ture, will ealily find a far greater Exrellence in 
the former than in the latter : For, 1. 'The 

faculties of the former are more Sublime and Noble. 2. The 

very External Fabrick of the former much more Beautiful 
and fuller of Majeſty than the latter. 3. The latter ſeems 
to be in a very great meaſure ordained in a Subſerviency to 
the former :; Some for his food, ſome for Clothing, ſome for 

Uſe and Service, ſome for Delight. 4. All the inferiour 

Animals ſeem to be placed under the Diſcipline, Regiment, 

and Order of Mankind : fo that he brings them all, or the 

moſt of them, under his Order and Subjecion. " 

2. It is therefore Juſt and Reaſonable for us to think, 
that if the inferiour Animals have a kind . of Felicity or Hap. 
pineſs attending their being, - and ſuitable to ir, that much 
more Man, the nobler being, ſhould nor be deſtitute of any 
Happineſs attending his being, and ſuitable to it. 

3. But rather conſequently, that Man, . being the nobler 
Creature, ſhould not only have an Happineſs as well as In- 
feriour Animals, but he ſhould have it placed in ſome mork 
Noble and Excellent rank and kind than -that wherein the 

Brutes have their Happineſs placed. 


1. 
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| 4. It is plain that he Inferiour Animals have a Happineſi » 


they exceedingly defire, fo they do in a great meaſure Fn 
Pac. —— ſenf:ble Good, teoine he Cafe he 
. petite. | 
' Ting. to the Uſe and Convenience of their Faculties ; Organ; 
for their Senſe and Lacal metion, and for their Feeding, for 
their generation of their kind ; Every thing hath irs peculi 
ar Inf:ins and Connatural Artifces and Energies for the Ex. 
erciſes of their Organs. and Faculties for their Preſeryatigg 
and. Nouriſhment: Every thing hath @ pp! of Externg 
Objefts anfwering rhoſe Faculties, Deſires and Tfnges ; Mey 


poſe; Difference of Sexes in their ſeveral kinds anſwerin 


portion of Healch and Integrity of Nature, as goes along to 
that period of time allotted for their duration; and in default 
thereof they are for the moſt part furniſhed with Medici 
naturally provided for them, which they naturally bn 
uſe, fo that they ſ6em tro want nothing that is neceflary to. 
the Complement of a Senſible Feliciry. | 
It i: true, they are in great meaſure Sbjefed to the Domi- 
union of Mankind, which is ſometimes over ſeverely exerciſed, 
but then they have the Benefit of Supplies from them, Pro: 
tection under them, and, if they mect not with Mafters more 
unreaſonable than themſelves they find Muderation from 
Them. 'They are alſo expoſed to the Rapine one from another, 


V. Lattant, de 0. PTY of the greater : but yer they are com- 


Pific, Dei c. 2» 


Shifts to avoid their Adverſaries. But be 
yet they have certain Negative Advantages that conduce ve- 
ry much to their Happine, or at leaſt 

of what might abate it, and thereby render their fruition 
more free and perfe& and uninterrupted ; for inſtance, they 
ſeem to have no Anticipations or Fear of Death as a com- 
mon 


Felicity proportionate to their Nature and Fabrick ; which g 


Every thing hath Organs and Inſtruments anfine. 


per for their Nouriſhment ; Places proper for their Re. 


their Procreative Appetite: and moſt commonly ſuch a pro- 


the weaker Beaſts, Birds and Fiſhes, being commonly the- 
monly endued with Nimbleneſs, Artifices or 
theſe what Abatements of their Senſible Happineſs may be, 


remove very much . 
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An Inquiry touching Happineſs. Y. 
Fvil incident to their nature: They have rio Antici- 
ations of Dangers till they immediately preſent themſelves | 
unto them : They have no great ſenſe or apprehenſion of 
any thing better than what at preſent they enjoy: They 
are not under the Obligation of any Law, or under the 
enſe of any ſuch thing, and conſequently the Sincereneſs 
of what they enjoy, not interrupted by the ſtrokes of Con- 
fience under a ſenſe of Deviation from Duty, or Guilt. 
| 5. It is therefore plain, that if the Humane. Body have no 
+ or better Happineſs than what is accommodated on- 
WM to a Senſible Nature, they have no greater Happineſs 
- the Beaſts have, which is not reaſonably to he ſuppo- 
* I (4 fora nature fo far exceeding them. 
6. Farther yet, if Humane' Nature were not under a ca- 
'S I pacity of a greater Happineſs than what is terminated in 
® I Senſe, mankind were much more Unhappy than the baſeſk 
0 | kninal; And the more Excellent the Humane Nature is 
above the Beaſts, nay, the more excellent any one individu- 
F 4 of the Humane kind were above attother ; rhe more miſe. 
* I nble he were, and the more uncapable of being in any mea- 
0 BU wir happy: for the more Wiſe and Sagacious any man 
were, the more he muſt needs be ſenſible of Death, which 
" © faſe would fowre all the Happineſs of a fenlible Good ; the 
d more ſenſible he muſt needs be, not only of the ſhortneſs and 
' Þf rncertainty of ſenſible Enjoyments, but alſo of their Poor- 
* || 1$, Enprine, Inſufficiency, Dillatisfaftorines. Ir is cvi- 
g 


&nt, that a Fool ers a greater rate upon a Sen{ible Good 

than 2 Man truly Wiſe, and conſequently the Fool could 

te the only man capable of Happineſs: for it is moſt cer- 
" If tan, that according to the meaſure of the eftcem that any 
” {| na hath of any good he enjoys, ſach is the meaſure of his 
" If Happineſs in that enjoyment, ſince the bappineb is ſome- 
' I Nut that is 4ntrinſecal to the Senſe or Mind that enjoys it. 
A thing really Good can never make that Man Happy, - 
who is under a Senſe of Evil or Inconvenience by thar en-' 
ment, ſo long as be is under that ſenſe. Since there- 
yeit is prepoſterous and unreaſonable to ſuppoſe thar Mani, 


the 


4 An Inquiry touching Happineſs. 
the beſt of Terreſtrial Creatures, and Wiſe-men, the baſic 
men, ſhould be Excluded from at leaſt an equal degreyf: 
Happineſs)with the Beaſts that periſh; and ſince ir mf 
needs be- that a bare Senfible-Goad:can never communicys 
to a man an Equal degree of Happineſs with a Beaſt, not 
a Wiſe man an Equal degree of Happineſs with a Fool, | 
remains, there muſt needs in common reafon be ſome othe 
ſubject wherein the Happineſs of a Man, of a Wiſe nun- 
mult confiſt, that it is not barely Senſible Good + | 

7. All the good things of this Life, they are but Senſible 
Goods, and therefore they cannot be the true matter of that 
Happineſs which we may reaſonably think belongy tothe 
Reaſonable Nature as ſuch, ' the former will appear by ani 
duCtion of particulars, which I ſhall purſue in order, with 
the particular inſtances of their Inſuthciences 'to makety: 
a true Happineſs to the Reaſonable Nature as well asthat 
genera!, thar they are but Senſible Goods, and meerly ac. 

 commodated to a Senſible Life and Nature, 

1. Life it ſelf is not ſuch a ſufhcient conſtituent of Hap- 

' Pineſs: andthe inſtance is evident, becaule it is poſſible that 
Life it ſelf may be Miſerable : there may be Life where 
there is Sickneſs, Pain, Diſgrace, Poverty, and all thoſe Ex 
ternal Occurrences that may render life Grievous and Bur- 
then ſome. Life may indeed. be the Subject of Happineſs, 
when it hath all-thoſe contributions that concur ro make 
it ſuch; but Life alone, and as ſuch, cannot. be happinek, 
becauſe there may be a Miſerable Lite. 

2. Thoſe Fona Corforis or Compoſiti, the Goods of the' 
Body, are not ſufficient to make up a ſuitable Happineſs'ta 
the Reaſonable Nature; as Health, ftrengeh ; for the Beaſts 
themſelves enjoy this, and for the moſt parr, the Brutesen- 
Joy a greater meaſure of theſe than Mankind : and befides 

' ſtill, there is that which is like the Worm art the roct of 
the: Gourd, that- ſpoils the Happineſs thar mult ariſe 
from ir; viz. Mortality and Death which will certainly pull” 

' down this Tabernacle; and - Man hath an unintermitted 

Pre-apprehenſion of it, which fowres the very w___ - 

c 
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—__ Inquiry touching Happineſs. F5 


GI, And in this as hath been faid, the Beaſts that periſh 
havea Pre-heminence over Mankind ; for though both are 
Martal, yet the Beaſt is not under that Pre-apprehenſion of 
it that Nan inceſſantly hath, whereby this Fruition of that 
Jappineſs of Health is the more ſincere, and this conlidera- 
tion muſt. run through all thoſe other Contributions of Sen- 
{ible Goods, that hereafter follow. And as for Beaury, the 
Happineſs thereof as it is but fading and erapry, ſo the Fe- 
ity that it gives, is nor to the party that hath it, but to-0- 
thers, unto whom perchance it may be a delightful and a- 
miable SpeQtacle, bur not to hin that hath ir. . 

'3. There are a ſecondary fort of Bodily Goods, namely, 
Pleaſures of the ſenſes, as delightful Meats, Drinks, _Sights, 
Mubck, pleaſant Odors, and other Gratifications oFthe 


Senaltive Appetite; or Luſt, as the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 


Luſt of Revenge, the Luſt of Deſire, 8c. Theſe cannot 
make up a competent Happineſs to the Humane Nature. T. 
They are but Sen{ible Goods, common to the Beaſts as well + 
2 Men. 2. Though they may be competent to make up 
the Happines$ of the Sentible Nature, yet they are not fuch 
to Reaſonable Nature; becauſe they are ſtill accompanied 
vith a preſent concurring Senſe of Mortality, which imbit- 
ters their very Enjoyments, and rendays them infipid, if not 
buter, 3. The wiſer the Man is, the leſs he values them, 
and conſequently are at beſt a Happineſs to Fools, and ſuch 
s degenerate from the Nobleneſs of the Humane Nature 
into the degree of Bcaſts,byſetting an Over value upon them. 
Apain, 4. T hey are tranſient, and the Happineis of them 
s only befure theſe Enjoyments ; when they are enjoyed to 
atety, they loſe their Uſe and Value. 5. Theſe placen- 
teſenſus, eſpecially of the Senſual Appetite, are not for their 
onn fakes, but*in order to ſomething elſe, viz. To envice 
ad excite the Appetite in order to the Preſervation of the 
ndividual, or the ſpecies; and therefore cannot be in chem- 
klyes in Relation to a Reaſonable Nature any Happioels, 
lnce they terminate in ſomething elſe. | 
4 I hoſe Bone Foreme, as Wealth, Honour, Power, can- 
| not 
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6 An Inquiry touching Happineſs. _ 
not at all pretend to make up a Spices neſs for the Realiny Pr 
ble Ke! for though in truth we do nat find fo emineys 
ly, in rhe animal Natuye, any fych thing as Wealth ar Hy 
nour, bur only ſomewhat analog to it, as in Ants and Begg 
yer thele are of a far inferiour Nature to the Bong Cory 
whecher Health or Pleaſure; tor they are in their trye ll 
only in order to them. "The primary Corporal Good 
Health, and Converfation of the individual in his being : nex 
to that, and indeed in order to it, are the Refreſhments an! 
Supports 'by Eating and Drinking. Wealth again is Sub 
ſervient and in order to that, vz. to have a convenient Store 
and Proviſion for-the ſupply of the Exigences of Nature and 
preſerving the individual: what is more than Neceſlaty for 
that is Superfluous, Vain, and Unneceſſary, Power again 
is only Ceſireable to ſecure thoſe Praviſions from Rapine 
and Invaſion : fo that in truth theſe are fo far from my 
king up a'Happinefs, that they are only Proviſional andin 
Order to thoſe Goods of the Body, which are before 
ſhewn. incompotent to that End ; and without that reſpe& 
they are vain and impertinent things. Bur belides thi$there 
are certain Specifical Defects that accompany theſe Goods, 
that render them utterly uncapable of making up a Happi 
neſs to 'Mankind : 1. t is impoſſible they can be as large 

_ as the Humane Nature; 'becauſe unleſs there were ſome 
Poor, none could'be Rich; unleſs fome were Under, there 
could be none in Power ; if all were equal in Wealth and 
Power, there could be nofuch thing as Wealth or Power; 
and conſequently the ſuppoſition of Happineſs in thoſe who 
zre Rich or Powerful, would exclude. the greatelt part of 
Mankind from any ſhare in that which muſt make up their 
common. Happinels. 2. In the fruition of all Wealth, Ho- 
nour and Power, "beſides the common fate of Mortality, 
which imbirters their very Fnjoyment, there is annexed 
a certain peculiar Infelicity that renders them uncapable 
3» ot making up a "Happineſs : For, 1. They are the con- 
W mon mark of Coyerouſneſs, Envy, Ambition, and neceſſity, 
: Which moſt ordinarily reader Rich and Powerful, and _ 
: en 
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Y bs Beſides Finke Senfible Goode | 
forts gf Goods £hat wanklad = ſoetn t5 be two 
| + x0mgtenſemnd; pt Tp, 99rd which aro 
; ond. Re p ] Nay 3 theGood of Eſteem 
| a6 2 Eom/w ave the Beaſts are not 
& fur this camotar all-eake fomething analogal to 
mane Nature: 1. pair Ou dbobine. 23 to the 'Hu- 
ad-Exigemts: Lavdatur ® ages. wry Uſes 
'mhe party, burin thoſe ages _; | reſides not 
aqreateftecm with others and alow 2 Man'may have 
1t is of all others th eltcem of himſelf. 3. 
the: reaolt brivtie-and - unftab! 
thoſe that: perchance delerredy e pollethien : 
whe it: -a word or x it, may undefervedly 
port, Envy, Emulation, of — ethers, a'falſe Re- 
» miſanrerpretation of the Superior BUY COTE 
te-overturn -the greateſt, and on Vulpar, 'mny 
ation, and: render a Man a ce molt deferved 
ptible aa Haganes"=>" es = are Yeſpiſed-and contem- , 
| wms:his Happineſs a rg or eſteemed : he-that bor- 
the wind. 6k an'unftuble blaſt, inherics 
\-9. Bur yer'rher 
- of cofaperible EO pn onion ox anime which are 
A kinds, according: Win 8, which are of rwo 
cir Wh ferſtand rw/0-gyear Faculties in "Map, h 
mg-and Will : viz. {inowled is lin- 
Wes, and although theſe are:e panty. ard moral Vir- 
xed vely of 'true and found Religion) the dds, yet (exclu- 
ble that Happinels, which-we ma _— CC 
on be Nec 10th Humepe Nature 4a Thercors 
f Knowledge there are th [4 'Ferft, 'Therefore 
uy, | e Incompetences 1 mn 
| Gee to Our. Huppinels :- a} Our It, in refer - 
Knowledge 4s very tirtie 
and 
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'$ An Inquiry touching Happineſs. | 
- and narrow in __ of the'ObjeFt of it: What we know Þ © 
is the leaſt part of what we know not: Though we daily = ® 
converſe with things natural, even with the frame of our own | © 
bodies; we ſcarce know the nature or cauſe or motion of any * 8 ® 
one Nerve or Muſcle, 2. Even in thoſe things we think 
we know, our Knowledge is very Dark and Uncertain: 
and from theſe ariſeth, 4. That our increaſe in Knowledge. 
is our increaſe in Sorrow and Trouble: "Trouble to. attain 
that little Knowledge we have, and Sorrow in that ye ar- 
quire no more. 4 The whole Scheme of Knowledge we 
atrain for the moſt part ſerves only the Meridian of our ſhort,” 
unſtable, uncertain life: And what kind of Happineſs can 
that be, which while we are attaining, we cannot ſecure ty 
be of any long or certain continuance, and vaniſheth, or: 
proyes utterly unuſeful' when we die ? Of what uſe 'will 
then the knowledge of Municipal Laws, of - Hiſtory, of Na: 
tural Philoſophy, of Politicks, of Mathematicks, be in the 
next World, although our Souls ſurvive us? "3 
As to the 2. Namely Moral virtues; It is true, Ariſtotle, x," 


Ethicor. cap. 7. tells 'us that Happineſs, or Bleſſedneſs is 
the Exerciſe or Operation of the*Reaſonable Soul, -accor- 
ding to the beſt and moſt perfect Virtue, in vite perfeRta, in 
a perfe&t Life: But he tells not what that viea perfefa is, 
nor where to be found, and yet without it there is no 


Happineſs. | 
Bur. even this exerciſe. of . Virtue (though- much more 
noble than the bare habit of Vertue, which is but in order 
to Action or Exerciſe) if conſidered {ingly and apart, and 
abſtaCtively from the reward of it, is not enough to conſti-' 
tute a Happineſs ſuitable to the Humane Nature. 1. The 
Actions F Virtue for the mo part reſpect the good and” 
benefit of others more than of the party that exerciſeth 
them, as Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Charity, Liberality, For- 
titude; and principally {if not only) Religion, 'Tem 
rance, Patience, and Contentation, are thoſe Virtues that 
advantage the Party himſelf; the reſt moſt reſpeft the good 


ye others, 2. Wefindit too often true, that moſt good 
| men 
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ah have he the leaſt ſhare of the Se 
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of thieit very Virtues) 19; averty,, Want, 3: 


' =— ” Neglect, Io that their very. Vertues are occaſions 


fer kime =] $E56 {has Me "rayſt Ky abate the: 

xl feft ori of Life, which is a neceſſar ent.1nto | 
= - 2. Bu Bur if their Life be. not ps -ts grievous upo _ 

av of thefr, Virtves, yer. they are nox. bg | 

ped from many Calamities, . which render ey 4 i 

y, and oftentimes render hea.g gppapeble of of the ex- 
4 "thoſe Virtues, which mu Ne in their Happls 

k Y Þ Foc gig them, from hy ts of Liberality ; ; Neg- 

by great Men and Govetnours renders then. 

A: 5 vat able a9 $ of diltributive Juſtice;. Sickneſs 2nd tor- 
ring bodily Diſeaſes many. times, attack them, and ren- 

their lives miſerable, and many times, diſables even rheir . 

ey Intellectuals; and to theſe diſaſters they are ar lealt. e 

ally liable with others ;. and if all theſe Calamities were 
it, yetithere are two ſtates of life, which they muſt ne- 
ily go through, if they live, that in_a great meaſure 
raders them neceſlarily uncapable of thele actions of Vir- 
tis, namely, the Paſſions and Perturbations of Youth, and 
F decays and infirmities, of Old Age. 4, The hi heſt 

attainable by the” exerciſe of Virtue in the pa 

RE, is T'ra nquillity of mind ; and, indeed -t3s noble and 
Ef Kang ; but "as, the caſe . ſtands with us in this 
(without a farther, proſpect to a life xg,come,) even 

ih Fo, nt of Mind is 'not perfealy, attainable by, 

D "a: harh certain appendances to it, - that; abate that {1n- 

x & of Happineſs at 1s requireable 1 in it, to compleat, 

ineſs of the, H urmiane Natufe:, And; theſe .are, 

fin icip: ally rheſe'two: 't. The rieceſſity that. we are under, 

(cog hdering the weakneſs of our Nature) by gut daily Fail- | 
"gs  Frrors and Sins, to tufn aſide from 0 perfect Rule, 

E? rt; whereby weare under a kind of moral neceſſi- 

Fo Cy, or abatirig that Tratiquility of mind ; ſo that 
Is 7 ir If iriorally inpoſſible exther fully to attain bf 

wall At | conſtantly 
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detains men Captive "al the rol 3, he poll and in a pre 
metſure breaks 06b-vh Kb bs of mind, which i is than 
ſtiruten of 'rhis Happin gain, though Virtue, and 
Virtuous Ations he had their Elogia by excellent Phil 
ſopkers, Orators, Poets, and we gre told by them, A 
=_ oculis © OR; ur, It would appear the moſt beg 
6-in the et it bath þgd bur few Foe 
of the reft + { World; Ms poffibly = 
$=-5h colder entertainment, if the recompenſe of, Reward 
were not alſo; prapounded with it and, believed : Therefae 
there is and muſt' be fhmewhar, elſe beſides bare Plat onick 
Notions of Virtue and,naked orapolals a of it, that ks Ve, 
it'a conqueſt « over the fatisfaCtion of our Luſts and Ple 
eſpecially m the tithe of our Youth and Sreagth, and be. h 
fore old ape overtake'us. | 
And hence it is, that in all ages wiſe Rulers and Garer 
nours'bave annexed fenſible Rewards and Honours, and ſich 
things as have a lively and quick reliſh with them into the 
exerciſe of Virtue. A 
"And hence itis, that the moſt wile © 5od himſelf bath-not by 
propotinded Virthe and Goodneſs to the: Children: of Men 
- ly. as its '6wh arid only Reward, but hath alſo prone 
really and effeQually provided a Recompence of Re; 
wid" for it, thar Happineſs which' T have been all Hs 
while in queſt after, and hath made Virtue and | 
the way, the method to arrtain that Happineſs, which, is T6 
truth the end bir: © 
"Upon the Whale 1 mareer I therefore conclude, that the Hap 
pinefs of Mankind, is not to be found in this life, but i it 52 
flower that Grows't in the Garden, of Erernity,: ap dn 
. expected only in. its full complement and-fruxion in 
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"ts Inquiry touchini Happineſs. "1X 
j hich is 15 Thczeed after our bodily diffotation ; that although 
| Pe onfence,” Tranquility of mind, and the fenſe: of 
he favour of God, that we enjoy jn this Life, like the bun- 
3 of Grapes _ by the bs Spies pes Canaan , are _ 


er a hae 1els row in hes iophS, yer ty Quo 
the ever bleſſed God to all Eternity ; where there is a' vie 
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& WY prrfefta, a perfect life free from- Pain, from Sorfow, from 
od, 7; , from Fears, vit« perfeAa, a perfeCt life of Glory and 
oy Jumortaliry; butibF the reath of danper of Death, 'or the 
3. Y fob of that Happineſs, which we ſhall then enjoy in the pre- 
ful ce of the ever Glotious God, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs 
fe Y Joy; and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for evermore; 
4 ba 
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X OF THE i». _ 
- Chief End of Man, what it is; 


ANÞ.: 


The. means to attain. It. 
Theſis. re oxtf W 


_— 


The Chief End of Man, is to Glorifie God 
” and everlaſtingly to enjoy him. _ 


7 Hen we come to any reafonable” meaſine 
/ of underſtanding, the firſt queſtion we 
-- propound concerning the aCtions of our 

| ſelves or others, is to enquire concerni 
the End, why this or a is done : and the propounding of 
an end to what we do, is one thing that gives us Reaſona- 
VleCteatures a priviledge. abovethe Beaſts: And the wiſer 


we grow, the more. we efiquire after, and propound toour 


ſelves more excellent Ends, and of the more concernment. , 


The End which-moſt concerns us to enquire after, in the 
end of our Being, Why, or for What end we were made: 
for as that is the thing of the greateſt moment to us, ſo the 
ignorance or miltake therein is of the greateſt danger. 

+ New-teuching-tbis-End of Man-we-mult know. - 

3. That in all wiſe workers that att by deliberation 
choice, the appointment of the end of any work belongs to 


him that makes it. - 


EET 


2. In 
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Of the Chief End of Man. 17 
14; Tn as much therefore:as Mankind is in its Original the 


; |} wetkinanſhip of God, therefore ir belongs to. him to ap- 
4: es Gen of his own workmanſhip 3 3 and of him it muſt 


lk 4 4am iD as wing as God is the wieſt Saks and? in 
+ | gmuch'as Matikind'js x piece of excellerit workmanſhip : 

«becomes the Wiſdom of God,as to appoint Man to an end 
of tisown deſigning, fo to appoint him to an end anfwera- 
ble to the excellency of the Work, an end as much above 
dher Creatures, as Man exceeds thein't 1n *worth and excel- 


Mil certainly Man is oiflanied by God to'an End, and 
wanexcellent End, beyond the condition of other anferiour” 
I Creatures; for we ſee then all appointed for the uſe and” 
d fivice of Man, to feed and cloath and heal and delight: 


What therefore is common to the Beaſts as well as ; Man, 
annot be the End of Man. The Beaſts Fat, and Drink, 
#d Live and Propagate"their kind with as much delight, 
ad much more contentment than Man -' they are free from 
ares and from Fears, which Man is not; and though they 
die; fo doth Man allo ;.therefore to live, and eat, and drink, 
perpetuate their: kind, is too low an End for Man. 
kad if ſo, then much'more is it below him to make Wealth, 
#d Honour, and Power his end : For they are but in order 
his temporal life here, either to provide for it, or to ſe- 
areit : And, beſides thar, they cannor anſwer the deſires 
ad continuance of an Immortal Soul,which Man bears with 
lim: And hence'grows the Wearinefs, and Vexation, and 
lbquietneſs, and" Reftleſneſs of Man, in the' midit of all 
ealth, -and Hotiours, and Pleaſures : ' therefore there is 
bme other End, to which Man was appointed. Which is, 
#7. In reference to God, To glorifie him. 2. In reference 
to Man ; an everlaſting emjoyment of God. 

I, Ts glorifie God, , two things are. conliderable. 

* ' 1. What it is for Man to glorifie God. 

oy There is a Glorifying of God, common to alt rhe 

Aa} Works 


I.4 Of. the Chief. End of May: | 
Works of Gobin 2s much as they all, bear in them the it 
ble Roy 4 hates Os 
Thus the Sun and Heavens glorihe. Grad, Pſa. 19.2. They. 
' is a glorifying of Gal oO IE to Rn 

Creatures, Angels, and Men. nor} 28 10H ATE 

© I; In his Underſtanding; whereby he:{carns to know God 
19 his Word, and .in_ bis, Worl n 7: his. ower,”, Goodneks, 
Wildom, and 'Truth.;. and with, bs Heart: admires, and 
with his Tongue prailcth him; ..:.. - -; .; 4 
";.2...18 his Will: whereby: he ſubmits to him, Worſhips, 


} 


Fears him, and in the courſe of his like Obeys him ; where; 
by_be ackngwledgeth his Soveraignty, and; ſubmits to it 
Fel 50. 2.3. He. thag: offereth Praiſe glarifiegh, him, and w him 
that. ordereth bis. conuerſation ai will. I ſhew the Salvation 
o Ged. Bath theſe zre imperfecUy done here, bur ſhallky 
perfectly done in the life to come. | ph 
| 2. /ly the Glorifying of Gad is made the Chief End 
of. Man. n | £1 | 4 oe Ns 
I. It is the Chief End that God. propoſed in. all by 
Works of Creation. Prov. 16, 4- He. niade. all things for Hinp. 
felf ;_that is, his own Glory: In his Works of Preſervation 
and Providence, Pſal. 50. 15. Call upon me in the day of tra 
ble, 1 will deliver thee, and thau fhals glorifie, me. In his Works 
of Redemption, Epheſ. 1. 6. To the praiſe of the Glory. of by 
Grace, thereby he hath made us accepted” 3n. the beloved, in 
his Work of Sandification, Marth. 5.: 16. That men ſeeing 
Jour good Works, may gorifie your Father. which. zs in Heaven, 
2, It is but juſt n=. ſhould be the Chief End of, Man-1g 
gloritke God | becauſe it, is a molt reaſonable. Tributg-t9 
pay. to him, for all his Mercies and Goodneſs: From-bim 
we receive our Being, and all the Blefhngs of it, and. it 8 
but-juſt of God to require, and, for Man, to, pertorm,. tha 
due acknowledment of the Goodneſs, of that. God from 
whom he receives them, which is his Glorifying of God. 
2. To enjoy God for ever. | 


1. Two things are to be explained, 1, Fhat iis to 
enjoy God. 2. H/y this is part of the Chict End of, Man? 


1. To 
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Wiſdom, and Gqodnek, of Gy, i 
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Of vb Obref” Ent: ne E- - - 

Af To enjoy * God, 's either, _ Iri'vhis Be, which'is 
hve with! Gud!: affurance of Reconciliation wich 
| ut for then we Have::Pekee : with our ſelves; - Content: 
St ind Quietnefs"of Soul, Acceſs to'hims5"to'our Fa: 
ther for all we want, and Hope and Aſſurance of Evet}a- 
 Eife, which wilt make the Comforts of our [Life fafe, 
-AMiftions- rheteof caſte, "and the End and Diflo- 

i heteo Comfortable.” 2. 'Þs the life eo come, ' the full 
of fraition of the' Knowledge, Goodrieſs, Glory and 
Merit of 'God, according to the untermoſt meaſure and 
ty of our faculties, which in the Reſurreftion ſhall 

be great and capacious; and this is called the Beatifical 


ig) FH this is/part of the Chicf rid: 6f Man? Becauift. 
Ws is the Happities and Blefſediiefs of Mani to enjoy God; 
Wt $orb ing beſide can make him Happy'; which appears, 1. In 
ber  erijoyments, withotit'the enjoyment of God, there 
'#rbat deal of Vanity und Emprineſs, ' whether in Pleaſures, 
Profits, or worldly Advantages : Men expert great mat- 
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his 

im, a form! them, "bur after-2 lirdle enjoyment of them, they 
on | @Ewedry;/and find themſelves diſappointed, and that there 
"0h, ff Stor that comfort in rhe: that they expetted ; and then 
tha &l they travel to ſome other worldly enjoyment, and there 
| = they find = like. Tikk therefore cannot afford Man his 
ns 2. In; "ul hey enjoyment withour God; there is a great 
Fill) teal of Vexation and Trouble ; The Cares, "and Fears, and 
10 ows,:and Di s, that we. meet with in the 
0 ; ment, of them, doth outweigh all the Contentmegr 
Um Nay that we receive.in. them ;\ and therefore this Cate 
LY Happineſs. 


other enjayments- without God Pha their End and 
7 metimes we. over-live them ; \the Pleaſures and 
oh tenement of Youth, leave us when, we are old: And 
a 1e Mes we ſee our Riches, our Health, QUT. Earthly 
Cont taken by bur if not, yet when we die we 


- BE 


n? ja : = q Sel and yer our ſouls continue after Death'; and 


Aa our 


L 


16  - Ofch6.Chief Engiof, Mov. 
our Bodics and Souls continue after our-ReſurreCtionfoss: 
yer. The enjoyments therefore of this Life.canner be.on. 
FR neſs, which continues as long-as. we continue; 
e enjoyment. of the F avourg: Love, and Preſence o 
God for ever. 
Fae put bat GANT 6s The Gloxitying of God, ad 
jayment 'of him for ever, is.the. Happineſs and Blel. 
my of Man, the Chief End for which he was - made; 

wg is the Goodneſs and Bounty of God, that-he.dot 
not only  enjoyn Man his Duty.to Gloriti him, but-alf 
Joyns with it. Man's Happineſs to enjoy. him. for ever:,He 
that obſerves the former, ſhall be ſure-not.to mils of the lat: 
ter : In the ſame path and tra&t which leads us to Glaribe 
God, which. is our Duty, we are ſure to meet with: our-en- 
Joyment- of him,. | which is our everlaſting Happineſs; and 
Bleſſedneſs : And the buſineſs of the.trye Religion revealed 
in the Scripeures,. is. to lead.-us to. that Nuty, and to.that 
Happineſs which. is-the Chief End.of Map; . He that wang 
this, will be miſerable in the midſt of all worldly |Enjoy: | 
ments; and, he. that artains.this,.. his Comforts here: hal 
be Bleſſed, , his Croſles Sanciified,,; and, his Death-a,gag 
F'2Y him 1 into a mol Blefled ang Glorious and Everlalking 
PETS wy #446 199273 

| Gt, Theſis Wu ; %11 9710 Hitt Yau 
Fhe Scriptures of both Teſtaments are the onl * 

feit Rule for Man $ attaining; bis c bief' End.” 


_—_ 1s the end, whty Mais N.n mate hr HE 
-ought principally to attend and*look after ; bur to 
: % leeesy: the-End, ir is neceffary that ae 
of attaining thereof, be knoxn and uſed: And ” 
Almighty God, the maker of Man, iz he that ne mul 
deſign the End of his own Work;” fo likewiſe it belod $ to 
him alone to chuſe and oppolne and order rhe*  be- 
longing to that end; therefore,” as he is not wanting to us 
in appointing a a Fit and blefſed. End tb 5 Mankind, "7 cither 
it > i "x 
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Qf the. Chief. End of- Man. F7 
ning'in deſigning and diſcovering untd Mankind 
Means of attaining to that End: - | 
_ none racalled, a Rule;; a Hxed and ſetled; direfti- 
an, .ceaching and ſhewing us what is to be known, [and 
at\to. be done and avoided, in.order. to. that End.;Beaſts 
x.iatincts of Nature in their actions : But Man; that 
-indued with bigher faculties. andpordered to-a better-Knd, 
$46 be direfted to:that End by. a. Rule, given by that:God, 
rho hath appointed bis End. ThisRuletherefore that muſt 
guide Man,to his great End of this Creation, requires: | 
ot That. it. be.a Rule, given by, God, himſelf: - For. as he ap» 
paints the End of Mankind, ſo-he alone muſt appoitit the 
neansof artgining ir; .and therefor the diſcovery thereof 
t come from him... | | 
2. That ;it be-a Cerrain Rule, in ;reſpect of ho grow con- 
| that depends VPoB Ge: Man's raking Happi 


; 3. "Thar it bea fixed and Grked Rive ;; for Mankigd: i Bs 
 xt.co  ſtraggle. and wander, full; of vain Imaginations ; 
which, ; Were. not.the.Rule foxed and; ſtable, would, wvoreee 
xd diſorder i | | 

4: A plain and cafe Rule ; has it concerns al Mea, 
zwell the unlearned as weak, as- the wiſe and learned ; 
their contentment.1s- equal, and therefore the Rule; that 


nds to that. common te is fit- to be- DO 
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ths # " "That < God -hath given his own Word to bs this 
ule. 


"be That the. Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
Far Word. of God: : 

© 3. That thoſe Scriptures are the Rule, and the oaly 
0. V5 Rule, whereby Man may attain his Chief End. 

her ; 1, That God hath given us his own Word to be this. 
Rule, 


e'S 


x83 Of the'Ehief. Endl Man: 
Rals”='Andrhis;;as before appears; was HecdſThry, Vile 
DireCtion to our Chief Fnd ſhould comefrom God; "aaa 
- 27'The'Scriptutes of the Oidand New TP, art the 
Word of God'; TS ES Ws, gturfH 
©" Hbrot:ib to be" obſerved. 1. FP 4s eaſe” Nev ratel 
tre the Citibnital-Books of the *Ofd and; 
Srandeoy xtchirig the'Books commonly" called” Jy 
Thele'ﬆe writtet in ſeverdl Ages by holy Men infpirtdhy 
the Spirit! of God: 9 Ths"4. yY6. Some” Patts thereof! 
the Five Bbbks' of Ma gbove Three: thouſznd* tive 
dred/yearslince ;" & rhv of the New TiPannenr above One 
thouſand; fix hiiideed' years Tince?” And '4liobs) Golf 
hath ſm s'-moft ſeckf Eire of the tral Gr 
Mankind, hath by a wonderful Provider ieherto- pi 
ſerved thetn uncorrejptd" and harh @fderſed"thbm 'over 
Natibhs"iti their ſeveral CONagh that" ds* he 7 
Salvation concerned all Men, Þo the Meang of an i 
mighe: be likewiſe common to: all F 
21121 -#IÞy the Divine” Providevice hath ordered # td be 1 
TPFvning b. Ir is wwe, in the firſt Ages" of the'Wo 
the Time of Moſes, which was near Three” choufind' 
Inixfced years, the Will of God was for Put into bi 


bur was delivered over'by- word of 'nioith},' from Fi 
2£0d7Sar And this was the'direftion that: ME had to 
-and/$6'gbey God. - 7; Becauſe in-thoſe dhdefit* Age of 
World, Men lived long: For Adam the firſt Man, 
above T\ wenty years after Merhuſulem, rhe "eighth from 
"Aden. was born; arid'Merbuſalem, ' lived altnoſt” art ti 
dredafterSem was borit;”" and Sem lived #bove-fixty yeh 
after Iſaac was born. So that in theſe three” Fo 4tt 
Merbhſalem, and Sem; all the Truths of Gott ol 
Two thouſand years were preſerved and So_Y 
\2%Becauſe the feletChemrches of God wete preferyed 
Families, and were not National ; and fo the know 
of the'rrue God kept 1 in 4 "frtaller Cotapabs wn 


” > . / 1 - 
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Of thie Chief End of -Man.) * mg: 
+Þvt when:-- after the. Ages of Men; were ſhorter, - and- 
when the Church, of. God: grew;to be National,, a6-it was: 

the Fews' came out-of Egype,; then God himſelk wroge. 
ME Table of Stone,and Moſes wrate his Five Booksj: 
ad-theri from thar time forward, the-Sacred, Hiſtories and 
ies under» the Old Teſtament, ' and the Goſpel, and: 
aher. parts of che: New Teſtament, wel cvennuetedt to Wri- 
ugg. for theſe Reaſons principa pally. 3 147 
414; T hat they might be rhe beer preerved from being 
gw inhe bo he bet ſerved f beings 
| ey mi the better, pre on 
ko ed : for. that which is delivered /only'\ by wond-of: 
fR nn varied aad changod.in: the Geakdes: 
- That it might be the beier diſperſed od cotnmung- 
ged.to all Manokipd...\ And | this. vas done in the: O/d Te- 
, by Tranſlations of it into Greek, about twahuni 
led-years before Chriſt, .and .diſpering: xc /ihto:! 4 grear 
_mt World'; , And after Chril's tume, both the Ol 
| New Teſtarctre Tranſlated. into feyeral 'Languages; and 
difperſed over the World ;; wich: could not have beery 
|_—<p ay had it. not; been at faſt; in/Writingy 12d +2444 
þ/Fbus- the Wiſdom and Providence of God. providesifor 
k@Exigence of: alt 'times moſt+ wiſely: and Exicellenely: 
adi havin preſerved..part of this-pretious Jewel, :the Old 
_ mg & the moſbpart, within the Commonwealth of 
_ till it was broken, aboutithetime of —_ by 
W-Romars, bath now delivered both to: all Mankind, 


49-Ir is to be inquired, F/bat - 
hich the A 
Midence we have to prove theſe Which, th uber hach 


rl to be the Word of Gad. ſidered. - 

-omitting many others, we | 

akſt-upon theſe principally. - 

2; In the Writings of Men, eſpecially when ni 

feral Men at ſeveral times, their. Writings do: ſeldom 

+ Yinever agree, but differ and croſs one: another, . And 

But "= Fwogion | is, becauſe they are written by ſeveral Men, 
"81 who 
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5” 5 hy 


20 of the Chief End of Man. 
who are-all guided” by ſeveral Minds and-Judgments, "ſhy 
the-'Scriprures, though written by ſeveral 'Men-in an 
Ages,” many -unacquainted-with oneanothers Writ! 
they all coſe ant ſpeak the fame' Fruth ;-which is an as 
5 ogy har ir was*One and the fame Spire that did dis 

:22// Jt 1s not: «: poſſible: for any Man, wich Revelaicy 
from God, to foretel things-to come: '* Now theſe = Wei. 
tings. firecold | things] 4 moſt certainly came Pte in 
their ſeveral Seaſons, though many Genet ah 

ecy written; "therefore they- were written by oo 

tion from God. Wy for inſtance, - 'the Babylonian 
and-che Deliverance from it by Feremy;” the Perſi ax and On. 
cian Monarchy, by Daniel; the Birth and Death of 
the final Jefirntich of: Feruſalem, and diſperſion of the Favs; 
the converſion of-che Gentiles, by _— and the-reſt of te 


Pappas 


- 3. Fhe fa voantined in theſe holy Writings/ah | 


that of the greatelt {mporrance ; the Will of-God conddys 
ning Man, S diſcovery of the Creation of 'the World by 
God; :of aflurance ofthe Life to cone ;-'of the means 
Peace between God: and Man. Theſsi are things of the 

__ .concernmenr in-the World,: yer things which could 
| be diſcovered but by-God himſelf; and fach as'new 
any Writings of Men only, ' ever could diſcover, | or dut 
pretend/unto : The height, and-rarity, and excellence, and 
weight 'of the marter'of theſe Books do evidence, that they 
were the: Revelations of God to Man; -and- by his provi- 
dence committed to Writing, and delivered over ito Man- 
kind, as the Rule to attain their Chief End. 

"3. Asthe Rule to, attain our Chief End-muſt come Cold 
God ; and as the Scriptures of the Old and New: Teſtament 
are the Word of God; fo we ſay, Thar theſe' Scriptures are 
the: Rule and the wn Rule to attain our” Chief End. 
Good' Books of 'other Men, good:Education, good Ser- 
mons, the” determinations of the Church, are good hepsz 
þut there is no other Rule but this; Ir is by this Rule -” 
Gil mu 
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aft-ery: other Meng Books ,and Sermons, yea, the. very 
Chat cþ it ſelf... "Thus the Bereans tried;zhe Dottrine of 
& Apoſtles themſelves: by the Scriptures. which they then 
lad, and are. commended for it.: 48. 17:41. And Peter 


ers. the evidence, of the Scriptures before a voice 


Joy ben \2.. Pez. 1.18,.19. And;Chriſt himſelf 

criptures to juſlifie, himſelf and his Dodrine, Teh. 39 

Anc ml » Scriptures be the only Rule, . - 

4, Then not; a Natural Conſcience, eſpecially avithe 

ivy now ſtands: with Mankind-;. for that is many ,times 

gry ted and falſe principled, puts good for evil, and evil 

in.good: 1t.is,, and may be a great help, guide, and _ 

who "Hot a perfe& Rule. 

"2 Then not the Writings and "Tradiions of: Mens 

God that appoints the End, and Means, mult be the:diſco- 

er of the means. of our Salvation. :;: 

Wy Then nor, pretended Revelations;. thoſe may be Mens 

imaginations, or the Devil's deluſions; to prevent and-di£ 

ger» which, God hath ſet up this great and ſtanding Re- 

xktion: of his Scriptures. 

+4. Then, -not the Church, for that may err; pag it 
00 Way: to evidence it ſelf but by. the Scriptures which 

ens Foundation. . .. 

The. buſineG of Man's Salvation. is of that importance, 

ad-che Wiſdom:of God fo great, that. he will not com- 

wel weighty . a matter to ſuch uncertain Rules as theſe, 

4 hath thin ane of his own. making, the Holy __ 


uh Theſis I[[. © _ | 

4 WPrivcipal Subject of the Scriptures is what Man 
ts. to- believe: _—_— God, anid what duty God 

requires of Man.” 


3 iis the: principal Subject of the pO ns bi Boi. 
wuſe it.is of the greateſt importance and concernmenit, 
«12. 13. Let us hear the concluſion of the whole-matter;; 
FGod aud keep his Comundnency for this 33 the whale duty: 
| of 
\ 
\ 


% 
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of Mon. / Fear God; "Which canriot be without the ris. i 
of hit; wo'y keep his Commandments,” x which | 
his dury' of Obedience to him.” ''z. Becanfs Wk 

other Matters of the-Scriprures haye akind of deptndaith 
and connexion with this principal matter or ſub" 

=: Bur though'this be - the Principal Matter or ſbj&ty 
the Scriprires, yet they alſo contain” very. many oz 

zers, that do very mich concern us to 'Kitow and wing 

as'namely, What-we are to underſtand. concerning” 

ſelves, ''the | Stare of our Cteation,' 'the Fall' of Man; A 

Stare wherein "that Fall hath put/all Mankind,” the tinblts 

ef ourirecovery; the Immottallity of the Soul, the" 

rection, the different eſtate of the good and bed after death, 
the Hiſtory © of the' Church and Houſhold of God, from | 

haired of 'Mati, till ome thirty years after theſte b. 

ſarreftion of Chriſt, and divers other and'n . 

ters. to'be known both for our direQion, inſtruion, wn F 

And x d It Hh th 
as the Sctiptutes o principa y teach the L. 
ledge of God, and our duty, as the principal ek 
they do principally teach ir above other teachings or means 

It'is true, that"the very Light of Nature'doth Wa 

much of what is to be kriown coricerning God arid git 

duty-to him: As namely, that theres a God,” arid that 
there is but one" God, thar this-God is the firſt 

and alſo the preferver of all things; That he is Etertul, 
without beginning or end, Infinite;” Spiritual without 'mb 
ture, moſt Perfe&t; and therefore moſt Free, moſt Power: 
ful, moſt Holy, moſt Wiſe, moſt Juſt, moſt Borintiful WS 
and Merciful.. :And upon all theſe Grounds, the Lightof bs 

Nature teacheth, : that he is to be Honoured; to: be. Feared; IM 

to be Worſhipped, to be Obeyed. ... This. the: Apettlc 

ſhews us, Rom. 1. 20. For the inviſible things of him from 
tbe Creation of the World: are clearly ſeen, being. underſtood [He 
things 'that "are mide, even” his eternal Power and Godhead,” 
 chas they are without excuſe. And" this light of Narife's : 
this: Manifeftatiori of God, 1. By the” Works vf Creat 
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my OT, 2. :By. the. Working ofthe Conſeieriee; 
ll $4 R Pradivepal delivery oyer of ſome; -muths from Nin 
6; fl i6Mdeny Which by the ſtudy and pains of ſome wiſe 'Nen 
i Larger, raiſed. up by the Prendihincs of Gods have 
haperfeted anddelivered over-to jothers.': Jo 
2 we the . Prefemninevice of the: Seriptures inthe Tafruftion 
FMankind' in the Knowledgeraf God, and. oy i 
ol, appears partly in theſe con{iderations;; + 1 ii 514) 
4, The: Knowledge the. Scriptures given theſe: chic: 
+more. caſe Ito.be auainedg! betauyſer it. ſers down theſs 
 plainly,;/ that che moſt ordinary: capacity: winy un- 
and : Whereas the knowledge of itheſe:rhings yo 
Liohy 47 Nature, -i$ tnore dithcult, requires much; 
tons indultry, : 4nd attention, - deducing and diving 
F ro thing ; from another,'/and gang 4.7 ag 
wiedge 'by: much pains and Budy;: 
1 s Te knowledge of theſe ahings delivered by: the 
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je Light of —_ which-4s: arty are of mr 
Moral ce to be: known; ſo being-diſtovered byithe'Serip- * 

ws they: do- wonderfully. clear-and fativke rhe defeCts'of 

«.Light of Nature! As for inſtance: in both kinds; 'rhe 

he of Nature:diſcavers that there is-2 God; «but'the 

winner. ofhis Jubfiſtence. in > Three'Perſons, yer i Uniry' 

Eflence;.is only learned by 'the'Scriprures. The Light” 

rue diGovers;-.thavhe-is:the\firt Cauſe and' Preſer- 

the We allriiings; bur the manner howalt Things wer pro-: 
d, and when, is-only leamed by the Scriptnes. * "The" | 

" Natvre tells us; ithar this Godiis to be worlh 

xl obeyed ; but in what manner he is to be worlhix 
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abeyedy it diſcovers: not, or, | atleaſt, 'very darkly: {ih 
iprures.only ſhew''us dearly the mantier 'of his worlflig 
and the..certain Rule of our Obedience.” . The Lights 
Nature ſhews us, ; that there is a great defeCtion andy 
der iin-our Natures; : but whence it did-ariſe,” 'or how'it » 
to be helped,” the Scripture only-teacheth.' 'The Light 
Nature ſhews us: that-all Sin is an offence' againſt the Þy/ 
rity, Juſtice, and Will-of God , and'therefore deſerves hi 
anger ;and difpleafure;:: but how the/guilt 'of Sin maybe 
doneaway, and the favour of God again'procured, is tigt 
within the reach of the Light of Nature'to diſcover, bury 
only learned from the Scriptures. The Light of Natuje 
. teacherh, that ſurely there .is a Reward for the Rightecis, 
and'a Puniſhment of the obſtinate ſinner ; | þut how ; fl 
be inflicted, and when, and how Mankind: ſhall be putins 
tos capacity of receiving Rewards and Puniſhments / 
Reſurreion from the Dead, the Lighr of Nature diſcs 
vers not,- or at leaſt but darkly and diffidently, and confu- 
ſedly ; -the Light of the Scriptures only diſcovers all plain- 
ly,. clearly, and evidently. Theſe and divers other Truths 
are:diſcovered in the Scriptures, which the Light of Na 
ture, either 'not at; all, or if ar all, yer but darkly poin- 
teth at. "Ts | 1554 
3. The Light of: Nature is very” uncertain and eaſily 
corrupted, . cither by -Luſts, or Weakneſs, © or variety of 
Imaginations.' And. from hence: grew all the falſe Gods, 
falſe: Worſhips, and Idblatries, and Superſtitions among the 
Heathen, that 'were only: led by the':Light of Nature, 
changing the Truth-of God: into a lye,.-and/ changing the 
Glory af the  incortuptible: God into an Image ''rmade "like 
to acorruptible .Man:;::Rem:/1. 23+ 25s! Bur the Light of 
the: Scriptures: is. 'an: unchangeable, ' table," fixed Light, not 
adulrerated, nor to;be-catrupted ;; but though. Mens ima 
nations and. fancies |; be as unſtable-as the Waters, -: 
thereby corrupt: and pervert thenſelyes,3 pers the 
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$ of har 1-54 : 


r co-thierws 1 cat Powers, or Faculties rb ae 
"whar 4 5 to he believed, £5) 
ing God: 2. If otder 16 Ri 
Fequizes, ko be done. 


r, Bidy IT ? "Belle 


[ br he chat the Scriptures this fqn 


VE om. Jonapiny a 
por obo e is that » ite; {Sat cert ality wb Bip 
hy to be, o tiot to be  by'our Senftggor'] Reaſon, or Expe 


oF Opinion is'a "Ubbbrfu] uhcertalii perſoalivn, of mind that 
"4 thing is, or s Hot ; 3, yet not ithout, A mixture of 
bing of diſtruſt. 


3Belief is a certain perſuaſion of the Truth of any thin 
of-- another, - Now--4 


me, ( as needs it muſt be, becauſe Truth is an eſſential 
tribute of God) arid wE bs perſtaded ſurely, that theſe 
res are the Word of God, then of neceſſity we muſt 

eve whatſoever. Almighty God: inthe Scriptures roveals: 
& thisis:belief. So. that-the very. Gme. Truth that may 


£h known by;Regſon or Qbſervarin, .may bkewiſecbd.be- 


id as revealed. in the Word of God. Though, many 
i are to be believed, becauſe revealed in the Scriptures, 
hi th cannot be fully SonBimad by  Reaſon,. , 

ply It be partly eyident. to reaſon. Wat-God. chadexthe 

, Und 16 is the object of our ktiowledge, yer 5 

he Truth, as revealed in the Scriptures, 's 'to be, beliey- 

9b B he of our Faith. 11.3 Rs 

þ we ron that the be Worlds ; were fr Famed by t 

VWhar is, a do OE and fobſcribe Fg 
: the Scriptures, which ate [7 
4 dikover, it rw us, : ak, 


| Be iQ as Neal th "ELM be done, the duty of God re- 


fires of us, here is os difference between the performance of 


Bb dutiery” 
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«ow! pthy ' Greator in; cite Lao of thy K i " 
while «rhe! Evil Days - come wet, -imor 'the- 
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be rare chove dr, not as j f- gue 
{ogy were unſealb le at any-ti but | K 
of 'of our Youth 's more ſe x that Evil rims, 
or hook Bri Days, wherein ve a! Yo We hayes,no 
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Ja,! The. Dug x On to Romer On which.) 
Ng: 4; Fo, know.oun--Creatar,z, for-iwe-: 


not; ok. 

+ 400 ! often to:call.him.co. mind-;. 5»: 
pers | operands this. Duty”: is; to) kpow- our; Cregtet, 
$s.thay; vehigh, Aged.Devws, recommended ta his,zoung;; 
Saloneny 1. Chiony.2.3..9: 4ndi:ctou Solomon, mnt Son,; 

Kkn Kant. che Gyd of - zlp,Fatber. And, we haye Tiweexrelgnr 

die where the . Knowledge. of..God-is diſcovered. to: 
63 the! Buck oh his; Fears, the. Works. of. his Creatian avd.; 
Mavidence. the. Baok-of his, Hard, . iged..in, the) - 
Flo New Teſtament,, Wherein, he is,more.: 

ly: and.explicily, and plainly:diſcoyered; unto.us;, Theſe. 

Wa. are often-to:read; and, conſider. ' And. this-ig. the 
Rab, why Underturdag cad Ren nem un 


ud we! of God --and hereby we rn pig net his 
itengſs,, his Wiſdom,, his Powers boron his 
lice. _ his; Mercy; his All-lafficiency, ., his Soverajantys 
Providence, his Wills: his Purpoſe. concerning, Mankind, 

| Care of. chem, hjs,Beneheence towards.them,... Aud the, 
ge of chis Kernaedge, ig not barely: wt gh bur. it- is. 

| wikdge thats Qperative; . that: perfec + QUTI Nature;4, 


| har. conforms i, to the, lmage af: thar, rm thus. knows 


Mankind in, dye -Stateapd,Stqtion,z keeps: t 10, 


bjull, ſubardinazi unip;.the, God: we.thys know,, which; 
hour greare Perfedtion, This Knowledge muſt necelia- 


fly: -make.. us. love him, becauſe he is. Good,, Megciful, 
K untiful, | Benehicient;z . and therefore the #4 Mgn AE 


& t6;exprels hjc.by, that, Title of Crearor,, from whom we. 
Teerive. our. very, Bring. and-all.the good. that can. accoms. 
Tny-it:. T bis Knowledge: teacherh us ro. be: thankful unto, 
him; 25:047, greateſt Bencfator ; to depend upon him bes. 


of his. Power. and; Gogdnefs,; to. Fear, him, becauſe of 


| ele 
| ah Power and Juſtice ; ro obey him, becauſe of his Power, 
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Juſtice 
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Juſtice and Soveraignty.; to Gan INN him 1n Sinceriy,, 
becauſe of his Power; Juſtice, ad' Wiſdont” hn fam, thels. 
veral Attribites of Almiptity God ro ſttike upon the choloaſd 
-Parts,/dtid Facultics/and AﬀeCtions, and'T edenties' of ouy' 
Hearts \and Souls, and to/ rune thee itit6"Uhae Order and. 
Harmony" that is beſt: ſuitable to the petfeBiing' of our Ny. 
tare} and the placing of them in'a'Right and Juſt 
both ifFRelation to Almighty God, out ſelves, and others," 

2;*Fhe' ſecond part of oor Dary' is," To Remember ony' 
Creator 'thius known; which is t6'have the Senſe and Ex” 
' ereiſe of this Knowtedge always about us; to ſer A 
God always before our' eyes, frequently 1 ro think of land” 
th tmake our Application'to: him: For many 'there are that” 
may' have a” knowledge” of God, biit yet" the exerciſe'of 
that knowledge i is ſuſpended; ſornetitnies by Inadvertence' 
arid' Iiconliderateneſs, ſometimes by a wilful: Abdication 6f" 
the exerciſe-of that Kriowledge. And theſe are ſach as for.' 
ga'God, that have tor God in all r thei Thoughts, that fiy” 
to the” Almighty; Depart from us, © we deſire not the Know 
ledge CN TT 17,4 205" + 105.9 3 1100 v2 0 
©''The benefits of 61 Remembring' our NINO, are very prat: 
F. \Te-keeps' the Soul and Life in a Conſtant, and 'Firuc; an' 
Frame” As the' want: of-the Riiowleds "76 the 
want of the Renitinbrance of God,'is'the cauſe of that DE! 
_ and irreghlarity of our Minds" arid" Lives. * 2." Atd 
vently' the Veſt: Preventive of 'Sin, and Apoſtacy;'and* 
Bickſk iding' ron? God 4nd our Duty ts tint. 3; Jt kelfh 
the Mitid and Soulful of cohſtattt Peace and Trang | | 
becauſe ir maintains a"Conftant,* Humble; and comfortable 
Converſe of the Soul, with the Preſehce ind Favour of Gb; 
4.” It renders all conditions of Life comforrable, and full of 

# Contenttment, becauſe it: keeps the Soul in the preſence of 

- 50d, and Communicates unto it contintral Influxes of Con 

rentment and Comfort: ;' for wha can diſturb him, who by" 

the continual Renienibratice "of kis Creator, hath the cond 
fant Acquaintance with'this Fower,'Goodneſs,and All-ſaff- 
ciency”; 4 Thoogh! no Man hath groynid enough t to Le 
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Nip | ake them to Remember their Creator, 
WE 70. 33. A Man that keeps about him che Remert- 


" katie of his ping na n.a great n meakure the | ne; 


of that ſevere iſcipline. .6.,In ſhort this Remem- 
ance of our Creators an Antidote againſt the. Allurements 
«the World; the Temptation of Satan; the! deceitfulneſs 
"It renders the belt thingsr the. Vol can afford in- 
pliderable, in cdinpariſori of him, | "Whio1 T5 
es the worſt Fe Woarld can do, the little ; and cons 
ible ; ſo long as we Retniember our r Creator, i it makes 


Lives happy , qur-Deaths ecaſic, 5) pl carries us.to an Ever- 
Gor they ment of chat Creazots, whom: we kave: here re 


Ni tijunAon of the Duty "of feng 6 * Creator, is 
the more Importantly neceſſary. 3 =p I the, rea 
uence of the Renetir' we po irom tt, as before 
L "Tategard of the great Fog of Fa AN byes erath 
k the greateſt part be | gras lives rare. OC- 
one: byr the want of the rem nb of our rot or:; 
ley it is that we fail. 1h 6ur Duty? jk wo, org Enki 
{h regard of the man many Temptations? fan = 

EUs forget our Crezpor,; the os Ires.A EN AR 
dons, a) Preferments, and N viſe e,, and Buſineſs LI 

of Hem, whech 8 Fe in-; themſelves an 
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= with dong.and filth.z-with.cit xr Gn, "or, at "leg with 
agree Imperticent, 'T riffling”] Furniture, FE 
2. The Seaſow for this Duty, that;ishere:p Wo a 
mended, is, The days ef our Tauth : FOLTEDA 7s thaticom 
ones that Seaſon for this Duty are. principally th 
7. Becauſethis is the molt Accoprc: Time. "God, He 
wes pleaſed under” Fs 14 Law. & inticgate this, in 
- ſervation to. himſelf of the firſt frits,apd the fri Borg, 
and ſurely the hit * fruxs of our like dedicared:t 
bis remembrance, arcbeſt accepted 2 
2. Becayſe this Seaſon. is commonly phe "Toning befen 
good or Evil. . And if-in Youth we | orget our Creator, it i 
yery. great diffcylry/to. reſume opr Puly: . Commonly x te 
quires either \ ITY. dan Grace,qr: very firong Afli- 
ttion.to reclaim 2 Mano his Duty, whoſe Youth 
ſeaſoned with Fils il Principles, and the F orgerfulneſs k: God... 
Is 5% 'Beea uſe. | the £ Me. of- Y ook 1S- moſt Obnoxaous 71 far 
& God; We E 18 t Ihadvertency, and. Joconl: bderatenek, 
WE 6g: HER blenefs, Vanity, ove of Pleaſur s, £2. 
ſineſs to,þe corrupted in Youth; and therefore n | 
this ſeaſon is Jade) the Remembrance of our C reator jn our 
para Fe be; ME Ang t for a theſe pkg to. efjab 
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T1þol' Beclef? XIE x; 38: 
pri , imaginable'ro lay.inthis ſtock, before” 
the _ 2 fob will certainly: ſtand''us"itv $ ont -ſtoad" 
wk - is rhe preatelt Tenprodence intlie.: 
| Iewtd ev decrehenbeſine, which is ny to:be:dane,! 
wt ſeh  tice@wherein. it is "very" dilicule'to//be"ddgbs:' 
aleh i» is vhs” greateſÞ 'Prudenice, inthe World tazdo'thar-» 
woth, whichowelt be done in-Rick a'Raſorywhoreins.t ip may' 
wo fly - and fafbly/ done. | He' tat" lays. in; this! fore! of 
"Reviermbratice-of- hiz*Creators befbre-the Bvit Day-come, . 
vitttind: it of the Froateſt fe nl lorvice-t to: him/1 us that 


pi Day." 
now thofs Eoi Diys are many, and -all'of thers-befab 
dic; bur-fornie- of them will certainly befall all" Mankinds +. 
 vay.;-Aneyll day of Publick or Private Calamgeies, He har: 
hand had laid in this ſtack of Remembring his @rea- 
will be caſily:able to bear any Calamity wheni: 
but a Man, that hath not done this before-handg- with: 
J's very' unſcafonable time to begin to ſer(abour:it;)” when 
Fear; and Anguiſh,: and-Perplexity, and Storms, and Con- 
Fo are round about-him, and:take up alt bis Thoughts \. 
The evilday 'of Sichwufs+is an nfeaunable rimgar av 
a very difficalrtime, to begin ſach-a buſingfs, Wheis 
bg did Pain, and Diſorder, and-Uncalinefs;ſhallven: 
a dela '*parienc and fyl} of-trouble, and his Thoughts 
ir of Uilorder; ' and Dilcompoſure,”” and *Wapwartaci, 
tient wiltbe founs 3 Alc buſi \-T. pet vir crn 
Sjance' of aaijiiCreator, It is t51ue) 10 rimels utterlpcumac- 
 ceptable of God or this work, bur Goely ic -/beft:to 
- before this © evil d "coun, for they ir wil they: aicomto 
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ang; "The evil-Baycol wm dye, which: icaDibaſe 
| " burthen of it ſelf, roar yet is ever accom 
"{Sieknelles; Pains and! 'Diſcaſey2nd a Natural Bo andock, 
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fore ;not , ſo. ſeaſinable to begin:; the; underzaldag, of this, - 


work as the qmany, Youth, And: <5 pp Man, can. 4 rite 


nat; 


Romembring « 
— 
Ot :OUT, 
on. the-erher Fray har Man, chat. hath —_ the x time. 5 Win 
his Y.outh-and ſtrength in che remembrance. of his C - fe 
may: with-:comfort;and contentment, in his Old and fechle/ 
Age, refle&t upon his paſt life with Hezekiab, Rentembery 
Q2:ikords:I pray thee, that © have not failed to 'xempmber thee in 
the days of my Touth and Strength, and I pray. bee-atceps of the\. 
endeguonrs of my old decayed: Age, to preſerve, that [Remembrance 
of thes, -\@bich Tſo [early began, and | have. conſtantly. continugd,\- 
qud parden;the defefis,. 'thas the natural hop id ” ferenged and. 
A occaſioned in that Duty. 1:6 

os} Theevil day of Deach : when my Soul ſits hovering: 
upoTy my. lips and is. ready to take its flight. when. all thy 
Woarld;;cannot give my. Life any'certain truce for a dayy- 
or for-aiy hour, and Lam. underthie.cold embraces of Death, 
thetito begin to remember, my Creator: is a difficult and unj 
ſeaſorable:time : But'when 1-have begun, that-buſineſs jo. 
ly, :and' held: 6n the Remembrance of my; Creator, Jit will 
be a'Cordial, /even-againſt Death: it: ſ6f,. and will, carry my M1 
Soul into2the Preſence of that God; which: I have thus.re- oo 
cp ent eps - wry the: on: gf a: Joh. With ties. | 8 

y \ Wa 2tt2 K 
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'z: Remeriiber thy) Creator in the Foods aft Youh; 
$5cauſs thou knawe oat whether:thou Ghalt have any. other © 
Seaſtn! tavemember-hita.;.1 Dearh. may avertakethee, and - 
lay thee inthe! Landof F 2:thy Spring may. he 
thy'Auninin; and thy «x bud may-be then Mrojp ty. 
"ancaaitaiay afford t = 197 :bn et 243; 
\ iz Remember.,chy Creatot / 110; the day # qi pros 
becauſe is;8 time. AIRING negle& ny; 
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gs haonelb rr whether ever thou ſal be < 


ned; embe "thy. Greateran the pn of hy Youth thar- 
is Cregtor may remember thee, | in the-days of thy- Sick". 
< $Old: Age, and jin the Evil Nays. mn, 
& Remember. thy. -Creator in the' days of thy Yourk,: 
it fee thee in tho-Evil-Day.. NegleQted- 
18s clpecially frothchy God, [may juſtly provoke him 
ro lend thee more, Becauſe I ralled, and-3e refuſed, 1 
ba gl fagh 90 Calamity,. and —_— Jo Fear com 
[ F. 3 2.45 2.6 IRS + 
[rants y Creator inthe days of thy:Yourk, be-: 
will heal the Evil ob Evil days, 'when: they come, 


[urn thoſe days that are in themſelvesevil, toibe- 
days. of Eaſe and Comfort; it will heal the Evilof 
of Afflician,' of Sickneſs, of. Old'-Age, and: of 
b: Gf; and!make hae FM TO a. GEES 
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YA < His Prayer | imporss, or lk an-tinm tha Cork. 
+] deration of tbeſsthings: 1. Whas the-condition 

_of every; man's Heart is by Nature: It is a foul 

; and unclean Hearz. 2.Wherein confiſts this wie 

:: of Heart, . [3+ What. is the, ground 'or-cauſe-of 
Yor of the Heart; 4 Whence it/is ther: the 
izon of the Heart is changed + It is an AQ. hay 


y4: Of the Uiclebmeft\of dhe Hare, 


cleanſed, or wherein the cleanneſs of the Heart confiſlini 


+2: H-che/Heirt-mult be Crene® ade before iteck bes Bas 
clein-Heart; Cerrainly;:i before -it is thius now formed, Ma 
is an impure and woleen Hears And this that is hewinalulll th 
<<-is Frequently inthe Seriptres dey «ff sf 
+5: "The imagination of the "Thong bre of "the Heer WB 
is :only” Eootrepreuely* "Jer, 17 "1 of The Hears 7: «v0 Bl tn 
Aw? i: rhihny and: alſo. wVHke8, 36s cen) bra ME 
Mark. 5. 24." One of rhe Heare-preeved evil Thoughts) Wn th 
Ties, &c. And indeed all the E'vils that are-in'the-Welh I i 
ars/but evidences of the Impurity of the! Feave, than. i 
chan Fountain and Original ofthe. 5/7 += 1497 19m 
--C1Concernitig the ſecond; / wherein the Crelunifid 
the Hearrconfiſts The Heart! indeed the Coffs, orie 
hoes oft Powers of the: Soul: inthe foll:extevit's 
=; and therefote-rikes in not only the VW31l and Aﬀedtion, 
bur the UnderſtanJing and Conſcjence, and-acdollis 
hath irs Denomination' proper to thoſe ſeveral faculties, y 


a Wiſe Heart, a Fooliſh Heart, a Believing Heart, - an 
Dnbelieving Heart, an Hard Heart, a Soft i cart, =. c 
like. But anſwerable tothe propriety of the Epithere Clean 
or Unclean, ir principally concerns the Heart under the n- 
re of WY or :Deſfie, and the conſehjuerits that'a#eWhhr- 

on; and conſequently according to the propriety of 
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x Objſets; Hence is is that a Heart, that 
x __— and dean Objetts, it igfid n 
Fatt 1/66 Cie Ficart, and that which" fxeth'irs De 
I hut aft; *Thereforey before* we! tan deverviiie Whi 
$iUdcloun Fight 4,  neeePary -to know Whit 
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bw ond; bow it3s Cleanſed.. -. IF- 
wk, -2the. rendency -of the Dees «ta Hog 
4ach denominare an Ulcan He Heart. General: 
qharſoeyer is a rhing prokibired by. the = | 
4 : rt .an...Immundirre. yy ane 

tan 6-i0-it.; , Bur that is not Er Ange 
Winended:/ it.is more Large-aric Spacious: than 

i" pa Tom ben Bur there are. ow: ha he: | 
ſigure-or, Immoderare Prop jn-our 7 Rage es 
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Fran 6.0.5, when, inordinately 2d 
bi are: thaſe Uncleqn Ohjedts, the Deſires xp "04 £4 
{om nay \Unclean Heart ; but principally the > Lertery, the 

| Concupilence, called by the Sears 1. 

bs nent manner.: the Luſts of the Fleſh: 1: John-3. 56. by 
:-h its, that fight againſt cbe gd; I, yo 2, 11.; H/allung af 
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Of the Onleanieſs of the Heart, 
Tp Wb nd ah" row thoſe niahy T, coal | 
i &d the Fes from coming into "rhe Campor'ty 
ace till they were "Puttfied/as that of rofie, tot ach IM 
of Dext Bodies, unclean Hes, _ birt 4 
poſe 3ons 'of ' narutal Tommixions, Lev. xd 
+. T5." the. oncleantefs of natural Slit ons: Dis Gi 
14.” The waſhings of Aaron and bis Spns,'Exod. 30.10! 
All wine are bur Emblems of the Tmpurity'6f. the Heat: 
and of the freat Care'that is'to'be uſed ini the Keeping of 
Clean: 4rd the 'Reafon is Morally 'and' Ren Dive, 
Dett."27 14. For the Lind thy God wallerh EA, the mdf f the 
Exmnp, to deliver thee, and to "give ap' thine Ellemies before _— 
therefore ſhalt thy Camp be Woh that be ſee no Unclean th thing in. 
thee, and tiirn away from thee: The' Concluſion hot TY 4 
that! this Carnal Concupifcetice, the Laſt'of the Fleſh 
dominarein'the Heart, is that which principally and 'by wa j 
of Eninence, in _—_ T'of the ſubject'marrerbf it | 
nates an'Uhtictean F Bur'in as much'ay this Coe 
ſcenee hath whe i ity it, that is natural, and: conſeque 
is not imply of it felf Sin * ind Uncleannefſs';” therefore'i it] ; 
_ fea denomination of UncteanheF and Imr 
res, that here be fome Formiliries requiſite ro the 
denomitiation of 'this 'to be” Undlean' and Sinful, -Which &, 
when thoſtDefires are-nor in ſabjeQtion-to right Reaſot'; 
un it. being'sp roceed of the Inferiour Faculties, the ſen 
ppetite 3 ik the Timie 1s not in ſubordination'to thi 
Fre whith God hath" =Y the mote" Heavtnfy and Ne; 
+0 of the San! ; becomes cotiftifion* and i invert 1:4 
of” rhe? of Nite 3. 20d this is principal If* Diſcogered 
wWheh' theſe Defires try: @.. Eo ta rrh ene? $3 Unfcafotis 
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(Fir which. if it be fed with clean and ſweet mare; 
es el ds fives i cormforrable es bur if it ite fc | 
or rH om babe ade 

q fl 3 , A tit 

+ eenis in. this ſiered Fire, it” Fells nap f wy 

0 yo: Anger aiid indignation: 1Firſends up Malan- 
h - If nd Earthly futiles; it fills "the Souls wich black” ah 

; ahd diſco og Thoughts Fir ſend up, as molt. 
4 þ hog #.dbth, 'ſeriſual and'Hefhly Steerts, "it Blls the 
eEnſtat and wanton Thooghts. - 2. The! Weak- 
|S the Defe& of the Imperial” part'of the Sol,” the 
and Uriderſtanding, ” and this Defect is commonly 
W theſe two otcafions. 7: 'Fhe* Soul wants pk 
tn Judginent,” That theſe Defires are nor Aitto; be- 
lifed, but to be denied,” at” "leaff,' whet they. YI 
f c erate or Unſesſoqable. It'is * ordinarily our fofirmaic 
doe of things as they are ar” "tek "and arg, 
| ke Er phenyl ſlf plealing or difp caling, we accord- 

y entertain it, or” elſe it without any due pro 7 to 

3 event of Rare of Hings at a diſtance, either becaule 'we 'e 
[ite not, or Relieve it nor,or Regard it nor. ". A 
being folicited” to unwarranmable* or anſeaſonable car | 
o PPle: GE, hath nor a proſpeS that the end heroFWal 
(icterneſs or if he have ſuch'a prſpeCft, yethe befleves 
tyor; or if he da, yer if Ei: ngord 'preſe the nt 
uf a preſent Luſt, before the avoiding” of an Endleſs 
Wh,” it is no Wonder if he ſubmirto the folicitarioh of kis: , 
ſeal Appetite. 1. But if the Judgment be right; yer! i 
ESuperiour and more noble patr'of the -Soul | have nor 
| rig and Reſolution enough to hive the, Law.ro'the In- 
| but yields, and ſubmirs, 'and becomes baſs, the ſen" 
ib Appetite” pers the'throne and Een Reaſon, and 
nl 5 25 it E leak; ard this is cb the condition of. 
& Soul after a'fall : for the ſenſual? pbetts once a Vietor, 
igpome 5 imperlous, and Emalculates' And Captivates the ſu-. 
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thereby fins beyond. the. extent of a hare. FR 
the very Reaſon it. ll invents we 9 peg 
ww Proviſions for. keg: Lond any 
1c improves oughts. 
them, and ſo b > Perfelin of th Nom: 
Ce Pwr S os "oy i, an {Repeat 
or. fp oft the. So nes of be hs 
wafoicly worſt a ima, 
cularions of his Lu & $01 nk Cong v; 
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raych, oy is the neg, ka JT Set 
the, 7 2 exquiſite and unfatiable: and by, this. means k 
Heart hecomes Undlean,: a very Stews. FW eatonkan 
Knpurity,, a box full of. nothing, bat ſtigking.and unfygr 
Vapor ard. Steems, the very bnk and receptacle of albths 
re deſires of the Fleſh, where they, are cheriſhed,..and 
etertaiged, and ſublivared into Impurities; more exquilite, 
and yet more Glthy,, then ever the ſenſual Appetite could ar 
nee, op this i an.Unclean: Heart. Fre, 
Fr oþ Cnbderarions a Man may. eaily ſes bay 
Te wee, to, think there ſhould be a. 
Almighty. God, or his molt Holy 5 


TRy 


eupion berween 


wh tn fi thing-chas,we can gives 
ly thing in offectchat/he requires ofrus. pa ts ne 
oc FF 2. melt, Pure: Gqdz, his texrighylnn ys 
oat Wes canes pry Nec then judge; heherher fock-a 
= Impure,, unclean Heart is:a fut-dagpificete boaaſberadt 
4 =p 97.4; 65-yccepiacle! fot ſchaSpicit. :lechers- 
ports :6;6h a.Mgn, that hapes to have Codadauiiva 
by Go, to, have his, Heart in n.baver: Temper.) Again, 
mare han. ,robable 10. res: that 254 Bady fed 
s ' paplooes pn Anthollom Food, malt needs by:ach 
Liet-contrart fojulng ood poerwaions Eahnnty Sf 
{M4 an, Whi ftri&.a ConjunGzon with 2n Unicom 
Bake : Body; by - canzinyal, Converditiort withy: ad Sub« 
on to ſuch unclean and fleſhly. /Thawgpwss, receives w 
inQure and.an imabaſomngat by them:;; which if there were 
worker Hell, wt! pn make.# Milerable iis Separa-- 
of 2En-thele, ſpecs; 1. Upon: the Confideration: 
x xs jog up hath comacted' by; thoſe inapure; 
Canverlations, Ard, Which! is might have-avoided, | if it-lhudt 
Wife ; Body, exerciſad ng proper Empire over them. By" 
| Webhiapp gigkment. Which it bads.ia.the State of feparar)- 
m om the fulfilling and ſatisfying thoſe Rnlual Indlinazs.. 
"which. .it affoRed; here, and nowrarnieth with ir, bur 
nds utterly.difappointed of any AatisfeRion of them.” - '-- 
+W.:We conſider Hog, it. comes $0 paſs, that aiHeart, thus' 
wurnlly uaclean, is Cleanſed, which in,general. ibj2a 'Re-- 
| cur 4 of *the : Soul-to, its proper and ;native Sovenaigrity: 
ad Daminian over the Enſual Appetire;and 4hoſe Luiftarhar: 
ik from the-Conftitution of the Body, and'rbe Contexibac 
gthe Soubro-it, And, this Reſtitution. & anſwerable:to the 
op pravation-ox impotence; whereby -the. Soul 1s: Subjetad.) 
privated- :under whoſe Lalud which arc principally 


a following: > \4."Thel 
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of the 'Impotericy ' HEY 
—_—_ _ 


of thein ; 79 boca ek Y k 
marr ro in the” one; but it hath not” _ 
_ ure ot if Rn PAROLES wt 
fog unperfet, 'thar"the- Pleaſures of Sin' for BN 
| averciatie and! ſubdue it!'” For ithe Cue thei fol | 4 
of ahi\Bwo and Iampordney in the Judgment thete ought a ol 
ku A Genvittion that there'is' a Danger' and Tncomv 
hatniilbocrtainly artendthe Dominion'sf Luff over the! = 
anda [Benefit and: Advatitage that wil artend the Vi ory 
of the:Sovt overgheſe Liſts, "OH 
--7 And: bedauſ® there may. bean: Tntiareendenes wil 
former; and a Benefit #1 the latter; bur' yet not ſucks 
may;veth: Confiderable- apr... preponderare thi 
rentment- of ' I;uſty>[-which, is Þ.xor eſent' and ſenſible, ] thers 
ought; to be: © Convitioni of: uch'aw Ineofivenience nll 
_ and ſuch a Benefit inthe latter, '-as may moſt" 
F: andclearl epornderate the Cotitertitient and Ad 
cage: ofthe Grief iags of &'Luſt- 
. And becauſs;--rhough theſe loicerences and, 
ts be: never 1 great;+- yet if there be "but-a faint, 
= and \imperfe#: ConviQtion - of 'it,tit- will work bc | 
Jon rage og the ——_— or Rebellions Fi Lal F 
afenfble preſen metit, of what delights, will exfily 
te ocnadhe;.ch faint; afid i imporfen Convie jc 
* or:ſuſpicions rather, of whar is Future!” Tt'ts, neceſſary that 
ſach Convictions, ſhould' be Sound;' Deep, and Strong ©; 
otherwiſe” they: wilt:be bur'Sluggiſh''and'Languiſhing Of 
emu pe the:Rhetorick of Luſts; thiax-eild ek 
Delight's ' AR 


—_ . wo 
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d boedute./ chaagh the Conviſtivns are never 
if theyp>bei not Accompanied: with Coriſtancy; 
expiry -dremart Excitatioris, 2s: che 0 : 
<p Conftant and. perpetual Importnnicy Da 
Der [a-time orchid wake mc rg 
Lagainltia Soul habitually thus Convinced; rear) 
tary? thar:there be a Frequent Conſtant” Afting of that 
w upon the Soul, or. otherwiſe it may be PT; 1 
by iN eg Afiduous Importunitics of his Eufte>! 7 ini 
ay EO ; tbivgs beiag thus premited, is is neceflary'to: ſe 
56: vhs bs kind = ; Poa 4 maſt be that muſt-work ſacl a'Cot- 
it If pn of ſach-weight and evidence, that may"re(tifie the 
BY alnent in reference to this Conteft with-the ſenufal” Ap- 
*y 7 j7/and,adtuare fach a-Convition to: atrain its: due'ef- 
Ur | ; "Moral Philoſophy contains m 'ic excelletw Precepts and 
£ © iafbnings: to: the of the ſenſiual- Appetite tothe 
e/'of Reaſon; and to — Cleanſing of the Heart: 
is cannot 'attain-its-end ; for though i propotnd) Inca: 
altnces on: the one ide, 'and! Conveniinces onthe other, 
witiey have-great defefts that mako it IneffeQual:' The 
taps which 'ic  propoſeth are in themſelves of un 
veight to the Pleafure and\Content of fati the ſenſital 
[pponte;" vi. On the one fide Fame arid Glory, and'Re- 
'ottarion and Sereniey: of mind; on the other (ide, -che Baſe- 
Sf Luk in Comparifon of the excellency of Reaſon, 
Wviris'a thing! common to-us with the Beat; \atidiſtich 
tie: and therefore; though theſe be Gn; Notons, and fuch 
{tmay be weighty” with old Men; whoſe Laſts bave left 
Wa, --yet 'to young men, they import nothing. And 
therefore -the /Philoſopher well provides for 'it'by determi- 
King Than Fuvenh wow oft idonous auditor-- Morals 'Philoſophive 
ad conſequently-it-is-a kind of PhyGck, that may be you 
#thom- that- necd-ir--not, {-bur:'of no-uſe Gotham ' that 
Fant io:- for'the' truth is, the: Fatne-and the lnfamy are 
WM of | weight equipalenrito- Couniterpoiſe the ſatisfacon- = 
Wa Loft-inzrhotes that -are-Inclinable to Ulem. -z Ano». 
ir preat dofe@+in; che —_ es iy" —_ 
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| a Of the Uimcleannefs of the Heart "—_ 


is alfo common-to. Humane Laws; that though. they:ww i 
meets with -Infamy .in- the AQiaon,or-Reputationimy 
forbearing,--yet-at- | doth inevitable give: a difpenſatida 
Sin, if committed: with Secrecy ; / much -;.leſs doth tal Re 
Cleanſe the-Heart-from the love of Luſt, the delight:ink I yis 
the Contemplation of ic. We are therefore: to ſearch:\a, Up 
higher,. or more effeftua! Convittion than this, and thereſan, 
1. We muſt ſee-whether there be any thing: that propound 
fome thing that may over-balance the Advantage of Luft, o 
the love of it-in-the Heart. 2. A--means- of Convidtionsf 
the truth and-reallity of the thing ſ6- propounded. - -//- 
For. the former, It is apparent : that-the  Sacred:Satp 
tures, and: they alone, do furniſh ' us with ſuch. materigh; 
prohibiting not only the Acts of Luſt,. but alſo the yay 
-Motions and Inclinations to it; the Deſires: of the Heart,vf 
-it;3> 'the-love of, the Heart to.it; and this under painof the 
- diſpleaſure; of - God, - everlaſting Death: Hell-tre, onthe 
- _ one ſide; on the other fide, in cale of obedience: to this Com- 
-mand, |the Fayour: of God, Everlaſting Life, and Happi 
Pineſs: and in order to the diſcovering: whether our Heats 
[walk in Sincerity, according to the Command of God, af 
fares us that God beholds and obſerves the Motions, Delis, 
Inclinations, 'Thoughts, and Purpoſes;of our Hearts, and 
Will: then qne-day lay; them open, ##/hen: the (ecress of dl 
Heaits, ſtall bt-evealed. And theſe are things that-are:ef 
-ſuch a Nature-as preponderates all the good, that can: bein 
Luſt; furniſhed the Soul with Arguments againſt ir, as oy- 
ries Thunder-in-them. . 2. And that theſe may be. ele(t- 
..ually- allented to- by. the Soul, . withour which they Japon 
nothing to the-end-we. ſpeak of, -- there are theſe effedtual 
i. Means, which-/Almighty God affords us:+-Firſt, The ward 
: of God;which doth nat only contain Materials and Perfyw- 
» ons: far; the Cleanſing. of the Heart;j but alſo ahigh 
.oMeterials and; Perſwaſhons: it.is a Coanvancing and 2 Clew- 
::1pg:wor: Jo,.kg, 3-.; Te are clean rhrough the Ward, -_ 
@ = : an 


% . 


IS ry - 
| dren ram ; Secondly; A high, Crogruiy of th 
Wo God, - in relation to.2 future. life of: wg -_ 
en pdt the very. Sentiments. of Reaſon and 
jak; af Nature "Es: ah the. Senſe of which (A ce 
Rewards and Puniſhments carries with 3 it,. nog only a Cone 
viſion; of the; great 1Adyantage of a mn. Heart above an 

lckan -Heart, - but alſo. a: very. 'effeftual motive to the 
exmfing of. the Heart, greater and more. Viggrous . than all 
Arguments -of che:beft Philoſophers, ,-.Thirdly,, The 
Pawerkal -Spirir'of God; works up.in the, Soul an _affent unto | 
lens. 2nd - that of ſuch. a ſtrength as. is no leſs Convincing 
ha Ronce i ir ſelf, which is Faith : arid therefore Faith thus 
wrought, purifies the Heart, as well as the life. 3. And 
fora Conſtant an un-intermitted Application and reminding 
Fery woftheſe Truths, God is leafed to affilt us with the con- 
yo BY tinual affiſting Grace of his Spirit ang in and by the 
the Y Conſcience, which is in a great meaſure cleanſed, quickned, 
t& © and aftuated, which watcheth us and our very Thoughts 
Mt 
Pt 
ats 
al 


and Chides them, re-minding us of theſe great 'Truths, 
which we have received; and thereby actuating and ac> 
ting our Faith of theſe Truths, as often as the occalion of. 
ters/it ſelf, , 
5. And by. this means, 1. The IntelleQual Power of 
Soul is reſtored in” a" great mieaftre to ſts primitive Do- 
on, or at leaſt is qualified aright ini order to the exerci- 
7 _ 

2. The Will, wherein indeed the Empire of the Soul is 

pacpaly ſexted, is likewiſe reſtored to its Domination and 


x. Partly by theſe Impreſſions, which ate as before r6- 
eehved by the Underſtanding and the practical Determinath 
"on thereof: for ir is clearly preſenred now to her, that it 
kiſs Greatet Good to deny Luſt both: in the Pradtice and 
* of it, thanto Entertain itz And Condon the 


Ul moves towards the Greater Good, ing fo its 
a wrolight upon the Will : os The ſenſe 4 the Love | 
Ce 


and natural Incliddtion. 2. There is yet a further 
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if doth itiithediardy"werk upon the Will ah 
145 nf gr» ooinn wp that c_ 
Shyiorri" arid 'whith the flnks Saviour, upon th Jl 
dexiiient'of his 6wh Blood, to Grub: - 
is farcher work upon. the - 
of the Spirir'6f God; ſtrengthenis 
it ro its Liberty and Juſt 
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"| of Senſe and Far might 
Conduit thim in a Senſual Life; 9" 

They ſteer their courſe, aud;very rarely miſs 
Their > ppg Rule, nor yet rejeft 

Its Gutdantey/ 
But the C oor q/# Heron 

et unto Man beſt des the Li ht -" rw 


T He Grew Nt Lf £ fo Brite the light 
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logs, "4 #10 AC4h.401 7; 
ny is Appetite ents it iy 
7 winery \AMan:wrihappily. dbſerts: - 
F uw Muker's Jaſtitation,; ind perverts/ 

The entl-of: all bys Bouhy,” roſtitares 
js Redfoir wiito Taft; tyd Jo prlates'" 
"His porn his Ag, and his 1/8 : 

d Intefeft, that in the Throne Jhould fit 

| idackie, after. Luſt... and Jo 19/7 C 
Thebaſe Gommantds and. pleaſure of hen Walle,. 4 
und! thus the Humane 1Nature's great, Advance- 
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"11s Guilt, wBHe Fudgimment; 
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3. FT isa moſt Unprofiegble and Fooliſh thing ; \"The Can- 
rent that js in. it, is but Imaginary, and dicsjn the 
cxenpas of a Thought; The ExpeCation, of it's 
nothing bur Diſappointment,” and 'the Fruition of it peri 
ſheth in a moment. NENT 1) 
: It is _= infallible: Sced\ of 'Shame and Miſchief, 'whith, 
without it bein ted by \Repentance andthe 
of God, doth as. naturally, .,and.infallibly. grow. rey 
as Hemlock, and Henbane do from their proper -Seeds:.:1and 
though the nature of fome Sins is more ſpeedy, and vilible 
in prodicig By Fruit; yet moſt certainly, ſooner of 
ter, every Sin yields his Crop, even in this life, The bel 
Fruit it yields is Sorrow and' repentance, \ which thouphit 
be good in compariſon of their Fruit'enſuing, if omitted ; 
yet certainly, it is not- without much Trouble and. Diſcom- 
ure of Mijnd;.. and the Bitterneſs even. of Repentance it 
= —— Ha over-balanceth .the Contentment har the Sin 
3-.8in doth not only produce an Ungrateful Fruit, but 
there js alſo a certain Spight and 'Malignity '#n tbe Fruit it 
mm carrying -i0 it the very Pifture, Reſemblance and 
emorial 


in. the puniſhment ofdit, with the very Repetition of the 
"Guilt, a /ex talionis, EPO” 
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of the Sin for the moſt part, which dogs a Man 
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The. Folly\auid\ Miſchief 'of Sim." ay 
&gg/\ Jt Poiſons and. Invenomes all Condit;ons.: If a man be in . 
Proſperity, it: cicher -makes it an'occaſion 'of new. Sins to 
averor ſecure them that are. paſt 3: or.it ſowers and infeſts . 
the-very Stare {it ſelf, | with ſad-Pre-apprehen(ions of: the 
Fraſt-due ro his>Sin;z Or-haunts hitn in his Jollity, like as 
live ſeetvan Importunate Creditor, a:young Gallant, which 
flaſts /all his Comfort:and Contentment, : Ifa- Man, be in 
Adterfity; 'it adds Aﬀfiition to Affiiftion, The beſt Com- 
janion- of Affliction, is a clear Conſcience, but when a: 
Min hath-outward Troubles and a Miſ-giving guilty Soul, 
makes his Affliction black and. Deſperate... . . EE 
45, [It Diſcompoſerh: and- Diſorders, , and-unqualifies a Man 
fir \amy Good Duty," either to God or Man: I pray,. but I 
bring-along with -me- a ſence of Sin, that makes me Un- 
gfateful' to-my-ſelf, and.how can I expect to be acceptable 
wGod, the-Pure; and Holy God, who hates nothing bur 
$in?+1 beg Bleſſings, | but how can I.expect to receive.a 
Bleffing from him, whom [I bur lately prefumpruouſly  of- - 
kaded? - if -my-Son. or. Servant. hath offended me,:/ and 
 -ebmes:;to ask a benefit of me, I look. upon; it as a fawcy 
 Ficſumption, and can 1-expect to have: a better Entertain 
ment from my. Maker, than I think fit to allow my. fellow 
Creature ?'T he. truth is, there is no-Perition-comes ſeaſona- 
bly from a Man-under: the Guilt of Sin, - but Pardon, For- 
2givencſs, and Mercy. ,- | | 
»16-1 do a Good Work, the Sin, . that I ſtand guilty of, 
«makes rhe Comfort I rake in ir, or in other. commendations 
of is, Inſipid and Empty : my Heart :tells- me there-is a 
i$in-in'my Conſcience, that makes me aſhamed to own the 
' +Good that is in the Action, | 
2: 1f1 ſee a favilt. in another, that -my-place or Condition 
| {equires me to reprove, - (the ſenſe of ry own Gui.t- makes 
me" either backward to Reprove, or Condemn my. ſelf, 
while :1 am; Reproving another, - with. ſuch ; thoughts as 
«theſe: 1 am Reproving a Sin in another, where I ftand as Gusl- 
+91 inthe ſight of God as the perſon reprehended: 1f be knew my 4 
$in, bow juſtly might he throw my Reprehenfion mnto my own face, ES 
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a8: — The FO aid" Miſh if Sim" 
ahd if be know it not; yet the Goof Heaven, before-whoin it find, Yn's 
and the Conſcience which Tear "within me , make s'my, Reprehesi Yai 
fron of \another,; 1's Comdenacion vf my Jolf: 11 'T goraboutray. Nl + 
ARtiowof wy life; though/neverrſo'Honeſt,:Juſt,: and -law, 
fal,- yet my "miſgiving thoughts-make me -ciitier; uriaiing 
in #1, "or fill me with /pre:apprehenfions: of; miſchief or»dig 
 appointment'i® it ;10how:can'T\ expeCt-a bleffing from Gid, 
whom 1-baveloflended;' incany; bufinefs>Eunderrakedbi 
carty along with me'iw all:{80, the Ourſeithat the:Lonk 
threatned, "Dear: 2, 8.4.0. 'The:Lotd, ſhall end wpox vhie its 
ſig, Vexation, and Rebule in all that thou ſeeteft, chy'bands:wn 
fo; and verle 1:9! Thou ſpelt not prifper in'thy ways, anid vers 
3 4.'<'So: that' thou ſhalt "be 'mad for the'fight of thine" Her:mbich 
chow ſhalt ſee, ' ahdiverſe 6/7, In che Mortiing thou ſhale. 
Fould God 'it' were "Evening ; | and ' at Evening 'thou ſhats' ſay 
Would God it were Morning, for the fear of thine Heart wwbers 
#17 ſhalt fear, "and forthe fight of thine Eyes which thou ſaith 


EE. LESS | edt Vas = 4 #2 TORE. * 104: MH0þ 
L1:And:icertainly »all 'this'-prows from-the'Incongruity:and 
Diſlonaney, "that is between ſix, and the'retie right: conſtinurion 
vf the" Nature' of Man, ' that's thereby :made' ugnſeful forks 

per Operations; juſt'as a ſore, ' or-a:bone:out.. of Joynt 
ables rhe proper ſerviceableneſs of a' Limb; ior; as anax| 

-6as humour diforders the' Stomathy Livery ior 'Splecty//in 

its proper Office; or, as a Diſeaſe, or-itlidifpotitionof the 
: Body makes it ubſerviceable to'irs proper (Actions ; ſo dd the 
-Sins, and Defilements,' and Gail:,/ the refale of ir uponthe 
+ Soul, "difable ' it'in' its Works and Offices::-and' chis is the 
-evidence of ir Every thing: is then in" irs right Conſtitution 

when it js in that ſtate, that-the'Wiſe God'of Natureorde- 
-redit;z and fo far as'it'detlines from rhar' poſition or'ftate, 
To far forth it loſeth irg Ufefulneſs and'proper  Happinets; 
'and' therefore it is conſequently evident; that every» thing, || 
that -loſeth ' its' Uſefulne!s'ind © Happineſs, bag | 
Conſtitution that God Almighty 'meant for it ; und) ; 
fore, in as mach as apparently all Sin«dorh introduce Dj; 
arder and Irregularity, 'ir is plain” thar Mankind thereby is 

| in 
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condition than God at firſt made him, and in... 


at. A— = 


b- iS wr = In w apparent, That all Sin 5: 3 agamſt- 


= and a vidlatlon aud B f the Law and 


Me f Nat which is 6k - but the Station, 


| nt of. his/little LENOIR | 
therefore, as it happens; in. Goverment, _ the B 
ke fubordination-to. the! Intermediate. Magiſtra 


iare Magiſtrates. break; thedub 
preſently. there.inſues; ee nes 
Confuſion ; ſo when-the Body, Or br Faculties, that Are 


{nerviſed. in order /to/itsas the natural;Luſts and ioclinanons 
ofthe Bady' or my xeſulr much my it; a$;the. Paſhags, 
gevail upon the Judgment:or Reaſon,. Either by their Jyo- 
.te, or want. of due Vigilance and-Severity; in, WG 
| Adminiſtration, or if the Reaſon and Judgment. do.nep: 
<croſs-the Commands of G g'ole $f tho 
ireQions to-atfiſt .and. guide her in)ber ifhra- 


- oaroagh Sinzand prefeatly brings Cantuſton; and, Difor+ 


eryend Difompoſure-in the: who Man, and.makes. ha 
ooo for the Ends to-which 1 i Maryan ed. 


-'Of Self Denial.” 


on” *Kletlghiry” ach ſubſtiired'the Soul of My 
5 his Di ih CT 
rre to him, and < | 


t of the Sou 7 any his Body and thoſe AﬀeRtions/in ff 
Faris dent fo it; andthe Place, Condition, Rel; iN 
on; Abilities, Dojo es piit! into his hand vt Pho 


"iitics and Divip 
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3. The en 
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t ie oft ay 
n Hg of the $ | 
"Will; and Gb oF it ſell and the: mrs with it fra 4 
= and Fivine condition and- imployment. 1 
wk The breach'of that Truſt committed to the Soul cons 


Wore IT it' ro” his Maſters ry ener 
"worſe government 'and AMiſ-iniplayment 
"comimitted* ro" its Charge to the captors. i of the Sore 
 Trigh — Rf. - ; prin 
cart © Muſcgovernment 0 our- Provices conſiſts y 
in one'of theſe perticulars : 03x Either in ſton, wn and 
"Primary Defef6n" of the Soul it (Hf in its 
© Proceedings, whereby irStudieth, Pratiſeth, and RR 
. Originally and Primarily againſt its Principal; and _— i 
Deyillh: 
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ada: Of Self Denial. ; # $t 
Perdiſh y ors. Secondly, in the wane of reef = duo 
erinte over its Province, whereby the '$ubjetts, 
ich ſhould be under. its Rule and'Superintendenty, are 
not kept in cheir due SubjeZtion-neither to bs is Vice-perenc 
or to the _ Soyeraign ; but rebel, and by theit Rebellion 

hier. Wy caſt off their Vicegerent- and Soveraigri'to- 
,.or 7; Lqkbiche over the Vicegerent 'or Depu- 

ion 


#: he ge cat Enyines of ihii* Defeftion are the: Corrupe 
be ati viens of the ſenſual Appetite,” Luſts, and Paiſiens'sfthe 
tody, , and'eſpecially t thoſe, which ate'the'; 'Fayourites, 
p | moſt. powerful i in reſpect of rh&ir 'to the 
Fatural Inclinations and temper, or rather diſtemper of the 
Body; or thoſe Temprations, which the-World offers, eſpeci- 
Wy ſuch as are moſt incident to the Place, Station, Relation, 
Condition wherein we ſtand jj, the World. The former 
come under” the name of the'Thuſts of the Fleſh + the larrer 
qnder the narve'of the Luſts of the Eye, and-Pride of Life, 
77. Thoſe Lufts and Temptations are the inſtruments in-. 
he hand” of Satan, either by :Svlliciration to m—— 
wer tq bppoſe the Vicegerency of the Scul wer 

a /* | to bring it over by Allurements or Force, to & (Defochi- 
fo m him, and in both ways fight againſt the 

'& God, and canſequently 'his Glory ; and againſt the” Per- 


Eon of the Soul, and conſequently irs Happineſ * 


6 $. Thoſe Liſts are of great: "Power, wo have the be gre 


"earneſs to the Body, either .in' 1 reſpect 

Heclination, Condirion, or Stead an he pr. a 

| Danger to 'the Soul, and fight againlt it with dey Ad- 
"Jantage :. In a young Man, - or a''ſtrong ſinguine Com- 
Pexion, Luxury, Wantonnefs and Uncleannefs are-moſt or- 
"Unarily moft prevalent ; 1n' an old, or Melancholy Man, 


þ Cor onffiels ; In a middle Aged or Cholerick Man, Anger, 
© mbirioh, Violence ; To a Rich or Powerful Man, Oppreſ- 


, Diſdain, Pride : Tn a Poor Man, Dilcontent, Rapine. 


& J in id there is ſcarce any Man; but hath ſome Beloved- Luft or 
that he will be content toll all the reſt of his Luſls for 


the 
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it is. naw, become.:an uaintance. And laſtly ha 
#7-6n cauſeth « withdrawing. Pk es bob 
oa, - : » Bn eſt ng the Soul: | EY 


k abſcnting: q the'Squl. from ogy 
dbike, Hrepgth, ir. loſerh ts par gre? Fn, LEE | 
phigh; ovary. Man's. & [4 
On the part of, Laſts: Penna: more bold, a [OnIiY, 
-and.ad A than, 3t:was. before it "was cntertained: 
Wps-then more modeſt: and balbful, becauſe 1 if knew nat 
| beef cog entertained ; Hur now it. grows Confident 


10. When Luſt: 1hath,.; gotten the Via tory, in the $a 

& Either. makes. the. Soul,. which, is God! x. Vicegerent, | his his 
"lt, or. his /Priſoner,; enher the ;Soul becomes - ſervant 

. d/Vaſlal to. Sin, or. It beſt i it'is led away Caprive. TE ' 
1in;both, cales, God .s Acrhgpace, thie. Soul. Of fed, 

df Lal gets the Empire 29d Dondinion; ard. the, So 

| mia ons the tru ſt: with.God, .or not perfurn Ted 1 
 #iſhagld; 'The.Pyovince committed, to: his. OTE 


Of Self denial. ++ 
the Goreramencabuſed;, the Soveruign infuredy- amt 
hs v RoWent 3 ther becomens: Rebel or a beſt*a Reeus 
&b Te ownr define, 4 UJO 07 fan 91h T 
9; The Mens of Prevention: ofrhiddnverfionof” che Or 
Wield by" the great Soveraign-is;!'Birſty that:the Depury 
de mother” Wee þ hiſtrutions;' ford is: motipliced. 'irpthan 
Aovince lea ki Rules of Goverrimenc whicirhis $04 
lp hath delivered" hin Secondly,” That - he be-vergt 
Miletr over the fecrer” Confederacies;-' Motions, , and Ri- 
Ws of Euft" againſt thoſe InflruQtions; for-Luſt is buſe; 
" , Ae the Give andffudievand' warchert-all opper- 
Whkics of DefeCtion; © Thirdly, that he keep His! Aurhort 
wy fit Refolttion and Conrage for Taiſt, if it be wotthy 

Fthe of » SubjeR, it is'a/petuldnit'and)fawoy,;.but yer 
(viſh baſertlinded' Subject; aflivele countenance willmhake 
- and @ ſevere hand' over"it-will” make' it ſervile; 
ey; that' this ſeverity beheld over thoſe Lu 
5 ave of pretend: to' the preateſt intereſt in the Age, 
rt Diſpofition, Quality, © Station; or Condivicn 
| the Provitiee; For as they have the greateſt opportunities 
{tn -miſchief; ſorhep will ſooneſgrow'infolent! ©:(. - 
Though A Niobe and ved ſaperittendeney” over 
Hb vil reach'ir'to command; yer under a ſevere andirighd 
d tranment the moſt it will adventure 'pon, will be'to azk 
Uni on: and vpon'ſiich atdreſſesthe Duty of this Deputy 
to be ſs far from giving admiffion coir, that ir ought not 
fan, or' Treat, or hold Conference þ 4 _ 
Vii; bur 24Hy deny it: As a ſevere Deportmient's the'So 
f keep Luſt fron commanding; {o/i ir muſt check arid-difl 
Wiritetiarice ir itt” aking ; the holding” of conference” arid 
Gbire, ant'reaſoriitly with any Luft, is but'a preparatory to 
Kadini or,an® Gives bur” the more Conhdence;' Boldnefs; 
kiportunicy and trope of ſaeceſs tb/it. Everreaſonin with 
| WSerp jr wasthe firſt breach of Ber iniriveency : Ly 
be mi ly treated withall, but flatly denyed: This 4s 
| otra tine of Sef DemiaFwhich the New" Felt 
Ts. Ri fry: for thought i truth, our Lults'ars 
14 not 


Of Self Denial. | 
tiot--out ſelyes, yet thoſe that grow out of our.natural Conf, fl 
tution or Condition, are next to our ſelves, and; by. mif| 
we are apt to eſteem them, our Eyes, our Hands,qur Selvg,. 

13:/This kind. of dealing with Luſts and 'Temptatiy 
willin a little time diſ-acquaint the Soul with them'axl 
make-ithe Soul and; them ſtrangers one to another, Itize, 
ſily ſeen'thar thoſe things which a Man uſerh' himſelf ug 
fo:that they ſeem to, become another nature, yet ſome; 
Sr e's ſuetude from them do. evidence to hip 
-favem wvirturune Chat they are not ſo neceflary and. ugls 
view nimis facit - parable as he once thought. them: A Man 
uitjorien - Conſuetn- ' that hath accuſtomed himſelf to yan 
do tae meer wearing io that he.can ſearce ſpeak 
tur, Javenietur (/i- * ſentence withour an Oath, and whenþ 
cut Scriptara dicit) is told of it, profefſeth- he cannot 
Semita 7uſtitie le- '5f, yet let him reſolvedly break the. a 
44: 3+ BCT. EP. | tom: of it, he will not find that he gil 
| ſeth that unhappy Rhetorick in his.df 
courſe ; the like is eafily ſeen in Drinking, 'Gaming, Wan 
ronneſs; and thoſe other Sins that are precious and dearto 
a Mar in his cuſtom. and-uſe of them ; | by a little reſolute 
diſuſe. of them, he will foon find he doth not miſs them; 
he can calily ſpare them, and be without-them : nay, he 
finds-as great an- inconvenience and burdenſomneſs to reab 
fume-them, - as before to leave them, And _ beſides. the 
Reaſons before given, there is this more in ir, . that the, Vs 
lue and Contentment that is taken in, them, is by the great 
ExpeQtation and Contentment that the mind ſecks inthe 
pre-apprehenſions and Image that the mind makes to it felf 
of them : for the Contentment of the things themſelves bare- 
ly conſidered, and in themſelves,. is but. flat and empty; 
but-the Imagication drefleth them up beyond. themſelves, 
in their pre-apprehenGon and fruition: and fo the Va 
hue and, Contentment .of them is due; more 40. the Fancy 
and falſe Idea of rthe-mind, 'than to the things, thernſeves; 
and.therefore, . if once. the mind can be eſtranged from Con 
verling with the - thought. and Imagination 'of then the 
th ry 7 = RE ; y 
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which cou- 


ginations of them in- pleaſing and delightful repreſentations, 
-aad;then ina little while r are quite laid afide, and.nat 
milled, nor thought, of.; and. their own; natural worth, 
without that ſecret brooding of the. mind upon them, ..dath 
got with any ſtrength,  ſolicite or ſubdue the mind tothe 
Kings of them. - We are. in this kind like Children, * who 
hare gotten ſome toy. into their hands, that, it may be, 
map be hurttul, and they mightily-prize them, and ſer a 
"gfrat rate upon.them : but let them be taken, away, ina 
Me while they will not mi them,. but. be as merry and 
atented, as when they had then. +... Ra 
14. The Succeſs of this Uncourteous dealing with our Luſts 


nd Temprations, will much xl ro St, We 


DEE opt 45 


of the Duty. A Man is tempted to a Sin, igholds-confe- 
Fnce with it, and is inticed to treat with itand-to think of 
#,and it pleaſeth him ;. but it is a thouſand to one if it ſtay 
there ; \but unleſs ſome great diverſion by the Grace of God, - 
o ome\External reſtraint by ſhame or Puniſhment, prevear 
Aim, he commits the Sin ; and' fo Luſt, when it hath con- 
ceived, will bring forth; Sin, and Sin, 'when finiſhed, will 
bring forth ſhame and Death, or at the beſt ſhame and 
Sorrow. How will a Man reckon with himſelf 5; Far amr 
Tobe better for that Contentment that I took in this Sin ; the Con- 
enement is paſt, and that which it hath left me, is nothing elſe 
amt. niſ-giving Conſcience, a ſenſe of a diſpleaſed God, aſhamed 
| #hbring my mind in his preſence, a pre-apprebenſion gf ſame miſ- 
Uhiefcor inconvenzence to follow me, 4 deſpondency_of mind to draw 
. #7 £0 God:under it, and either a great deal of Sorrow and Vexa- 
| ng or: Afiition under it, or, which is the uſual gratification of 
| Satan after 'Sin committed, to put away the remembrance of a Sin 
iy 2ſt, 


_— YET Rec rem eLTesys +eED. 


F6 Of SeF-D us al) 
-tho committing” of anoher, till.ae pom 
ED hes s Minis deſperately given _ 
arid -ab bis Sis ineroaſe 


Gere is How: 'dorjed my-Luſt, or my" Ter 


tl 6 muy" bs the Sits bad been-paſty, and the co 
this F took". i; and I'bad been as well wiohout it ; bus, bi 


calf th11;- Þ havs: mi" Giiils cleaving 10- my: Sout;' no fling Ne « vY 


; 'Finſt, *Þ am 98 hell withous it, 66} Þ bades 6 þ- 


"Clnſeience, 1'difpondons nor Mif-gioing Mind, no Inerruptitny þ b 


iy Peace with God: or my-ſelf'; I enjoy my Innocence, my' Phy, 


[#19 HooeſF 10 God, with Comfort : nay, more- than all this, thay Wit 
"# ſerver Atveſtation- of the Spirit: of Godin my- Conſcience, thi 
' bave obeyed im, and have pleaſed bim,, and have rejefted:'ohy Wi 
Erving of bis Glbr; and'my Happineſs : I have 4 ſeovet advice 


' of ny: initereſÞ-anl Confidence in hin and e upon him 
akd Favour with him \, and Liberty and: | 20 bim, Which du 
Infinicely more than entre] the farifabdion of an impure, \and 
unprofitable, and vexing Luſt, which leaves no footſteps bebindi 
but Shame, dnd Sorrow, and Guile. 
"IF. As Reſohtion and Severity to a Mans ſelf is onef 
| -the beſt remedies againſt the flattery and deceit of Luft, þ 
there —_ da." ew aye that are ſabſervient to that Ref 
on Rn Avoiding of Idleneſi; for the Soul 
the reg Ik ea flarne, that, as' it were, feeds upon 
: that oyly ſubſtance of the'Body, which according to the ve. 
- Fious qualifications or temper” of the Body, gives it a'ti 


Aire; ſomewhat iike' it ſelf ; and unleſs the Soul be keptin 


#Qion it will dwell too much upon that tinCture that-it re 
 ceives\from: it; and 'be too-intent and pleaſed, or atleaſt, 
"tbo © much tainted, and” tranſported, and- delighted with 
thoſe fuliginons foul Vapors'thar- ariſe-from- the: Fleſhand 
rixtural conſtitetion. Keep it therefore buſied about ſom: 
"What" thar' 1s fitted. for- it, - that may diveer that intentlen 
nd Complacency in thoſe: fumes, - that the wer 216". 
"the Soul is apt-to take m'them, and-ſo ro NOIERY 

"ſported; or abuſed by them. Secondly, A frequent" and 
——_ Confiderurine of the” Proſbnee of "God "nd bis Holy 
' gels 


ik 
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tri hty bo re SpeRators of Conſtancy to Luke 154 7; ta, 
and his party, and delighted in it; 7 Cor. 4+ 9, 
hh Bof thy Apoſtacy, Britiſhneſs, and Baſeneſs of Mind, 
Wy adgri wed at it. If 4 good Man wert but acquainted with all 
its By dens and Motions of iny mind gipon the Advance of Luſt and 
Wt aguitions, is would make me aſhamed to offend in his ſight + 

Web more, if a Pure and Glorious Angel did in my view at« 
i” oy Wd, ſerve aid behold me; but when the Eternal God doth be- 
op Bhd nies bo hath given me this Command to deny my Lufts, and 
wb iold me the danger of yielding to them, that they bring forth 


* 
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wo ls, nd Death, - and Hell, offers his Grace to aſſiſt me, promi- 
ls BibRew ard to my Obedience and Cinſtanty ; how ſhall T then dare 
Vos Moafend ivith fo mich prefiimption 2 Thirdly, A frequent Confi- 
ws Miration of Chriſt's SatisfaCtiori, Sufferings, and Interceſſi- 
ns Raw Theſe Lofts that how ſolicit me to their obſervance, were 
dith Wk that Cracified ny Saviour; it was the end of his Paſſion 
and Redeem ines not only from the Guilt, but from the ſubjeftion to 
dis Wren > 5s he that beholds me; how ſhall I trample hit Blood 
miy foor ? If I proftitute my ſelf unto thein, how ſhall I deſpiſes 
of Rides much as in me lies, diſappoint hins in the very end of his 
6 Ekenation? How ſhall I ſhame his Goſpel before men, and as 
i. Web & itt me lier, put him #6 ſhame in the preſence of the F6- 
ul Wihr,! and all che Holy Angels, when they ſhall be witneſſes of Mity 
oh Wwerring 2 baſe Luſt before him? How can Texpett the Interceſſion 
a my Saviour for me at the right hand of Gidgoho beholds me thus 
in I awor2bily to ſerve a Luſt, though to my Danmation, rather than 
in W%9-my Redeemer to my Salvation Fourthly,” Frequent Cons 
& iteration of Death and Judgment. 4 baſe Luſt olitirs me 
t, Bidear: ſel I accept or detyit ? It may be this thay be the 
b Bf aftion of my Life, and poſſibly Death, that might kave been 
d ff fired, if 1 foal! deny nh:Luſt, - may be thy next event if Tobey 
xs © ©: and as Death leaves me, fo iwilludgment find me. Would I 
n Bf #canment char ſuch uh aft as this ſhould'be the Amen of my 
CB Ur" nd te tiny be, ſeal me up in eternal rejeftion? Would The 
« if iv2eht chat ry Soul ſhould be preſenth carried into the prifence 
| BN f Got; whder the laft aft of my Life, to'bis diſhiniour ? Org on 
W other fide; if egy" importundte Meſſenger C0 


f 
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and it ſhould pleaſe God to ſtrike me preſently after with Sicly 

or Death, would it not be 4 more comfortable entrance ita. " b Vo 

black Valley with a clear Conſcience, and an Imocent Heart, th 

could with Comfort {ay, 'as one Hezekiah did upon the lily aa b 
on, Iai. 38. 3. Remember, O Lord, I beſeech ve 

I hve walked-before thee in truth, ' and with a g a | ji "7 

Heart. Fifthly, A. due Conſideration of the Iue of thaſe filet 

tations of Luſt. If aſſented unto, the end of it is Death; F | wa 

will be bitterneſs in the end ; it cannot with all its pleakyulil £:- 

countervail that bitterneſs that will moſt certainly a Ms » Y Loa 

nor can it give any ſecurity againſt it. Suppoſe thou mi 1 

follicited to a thought or act of Injuſtice, Impurity, ab A 

temperance, if thou will needs be talking with the F 

tation, ask it; Yhether: it be not a Sin againſt that God, i 

&hoſe bands oy Soul is? and if it be, whether his Anger au 

Diſpleaſure be not a neceſſary conſequence of that Sin ? - and if 

be, may not be inflie the Iſſues of that wrath of his, when, ai 

in #has meaſure he pleaſeth? and if he may, what ſecurity 6 

chis Temptation. give againſt it > hath it an Arm of Onnipotime 

ro ſecure me againſt. the power of him, that is Ommpuey! 

end if it cannot, "what Compenſation or. amends can it maky me, 

ro-counteruail the Damage of his Wrath, or the very Danger of ti 

Cap the Pleaſure or Contentment of the Sin do it ? ali! th ; 

Plegſure will paſs away, in, it may be, a Life, a Day, «Ms 

ment ; but the Guilt and Torment continues #0 eng, 


a 
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i reference to the Good and Evil Angels 


'$ we ſee. Plants. Pt FYI ng when they come: to 
2 due. growth,... are Tragſplanted; into Orchards; 
and thoſe that are unuſeful are pulled: up and calt in 
to the Fire ; or. as we. ſee Bys.in 4 free School, fuch as are 
undiſciplinable, are. after ſome years.of probation ſent a 
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| ty reference to the Angels. 7g 
__ # Mechanical Imployments ; and thoſe that are Ingenious 


+ 0d Diligent are Tranfplanted to, the Univerſities; So' a- 
nong che Children of Men in this Life, thoſe that are Vicious 
FT jd tvcorrigible, are by Death rooted out..and caſt into a 


Q0n # 0p X WT bt 4 AVE, _ 
8 Sable Condition'; and thoſe that are Veſlels fic for Ma- 
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another Region,. 4 Garden o 


| 6d poſſibly by continuance of time, . they received Im- 
1:8 froyerhent and perfeCtion. here : So. in that other Region 
x x 0 fy add to their Degrees of PerfeCtion, . and are promoted 
Wy þ) ther Acceſſions, and Degrees, .and Stations of Happi- + 
04 #6and Glory, till they come to the State of Spirizs of juſt 
of Mn made porfett. | 1d Doty as | 
qua "Could we fee the inviſible Regiment of the World, by the 
Ti Kbordinate Government of Good and Evil Angels, as once 
jo 's ſeryant faw the Fiery Chariots and Horfmen in the 
nl * It, . it would give us another kind of repreſentation of 
P thi ; than now they appear to us. We, have juſt reaſon 
i believe that there ate infinite numbers of Spirits of both 


n 


Wh, that haven pallige to and fro, and Negotiations, 
vyell artong themſelves as among the Children of Men ; 
iff as Ravens, Kites, and other'kind of Unclean Birds, 
faynr"Carrion,” and as Vermjne haunt after PutrefaQtjon, 
8 are bufie about it; or as diſorderly, debauched Compa- 
jfonsand Ruffidns; eyerghaunt out, and hang upon a dil- 
ee and: fooliſh 'Fle Ell they "have ſacked our all his 
ance” and Wealth; : So the Ip e. and Corrupted Angels 
om flock” abotit a. Man given, oyer to Vice, till they 
re wholly corrnpred and purified his*Soul; and thoſe 
Good Men, whom they cannot*win over to them, they 
ohw; with as ttuch, Malice and Envy as they can poſl> 
; "and alktiough they cannot come within them, yet as 

BF far as they can, they raiſe up External Miſchiefs againſt 
' them, watch opportunities to inſnare or blemiſh them, 
J the Vigilancy of a better Guard, and their own 

PR and CircumſpeQion, do for the moſt part diſap- 
Point and prevent them. Belides the diſpleaſure of the 


Dd 2 great 


_ 


be 
4 
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Y' Fuſe, Towartly Planrs, are by Death Tranfſplanted i= | 
: f, Happineſs and Comfort. | 
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great God, there be ſome Conſiderations even in: reference 
theſe Good and Evil Angels, to make Good Men very W, atchfu, 
that they fall not into preſumptuous or foul Sins. — 
T. It cannot chuſe but be Griefto4 fl © 
Luk. Is. 10. Good Angels, to be preſent, and Spectatorsgf £3 
Math, 18. 10. the Enormities of thoſe, for whoſe Preſery, | 
tion they are imployed. 
2. It muſt in all probability work im them a nauceouf 
neſs, and retiring themſelves from fuch Offenders, at leaf 
till they have renewed and waſhed themſelves by Repen il + 
tance, and made their Peace with God in Chriſt: Fo, } 
there is no greater Antipathy than between rheſe Pure 
and Chaſt Spirits, and any Sin or Foulneſs. - | 
. 3. It cannot chuſe but be. a moſt grateful SpeRtacleto 

theſe Envious and Malignant Evil Spirits, who upon the 
diſcovery of ſuch a fall of a Good Man, call their lmpure 
Company together, and make paſtime about ſuch an @ 
ject, as Boys do about a Drunken Man,and upbraid the %, 
cred and Pure Angels. Look here is your Pious Man, your Pro. 
feſſor : Come (ee in what @ Condition be %, and what he s avou, 

.. It lays open ſuch a' Man to the Power and Malice 
of chaſe Envious Spirits; they have gotten him within ther I | 
Territories and Dominions ; - and unleſs God in- great Mer- Iſl | 
cy reſtrain them, . render, a Good Man obnoxious: to their 
Miſchief: And as the contagion and noyſomneſs of Sin 
drives away the Pure and Holy Spirits: fo it attracts, and 
draws. together thoſe Impure and Malignant Spirits, as the 
ſmell. of Carrion doth Birds and Beaſts of Prey. Ir co 
certis us therefore, to be very vigilant againſt all Sin, . and 
if through Indadvertence, Infirmity, or Temptation, we 
fall into it, to be diligent to make our Peace, and waſh our 
ſelves as ſoon as we can, in the Blood of Chriſt, -and Ws 
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petite from all Exceſs in Eating, Drinking, and thoſe other 

Inclinations that gratifie our Senſes. | b 
And certainly this becomes us not only as Chriſtians, but 
# Reaſonable Creatures; for the ſenſual Appetite, and 
thoſe inclinations rhax tend to the gratification of our Exter- 
nal ſenſes, gre in a great meaſure the ſame in Men and 
Brutes, and they are in the due order and uſe Good and 
Convenient for both : we cannot live without them. But 
Almighty God hath given ta Mankind a higher and a No- 
bler Nature ; namely, Underſtanding and Reaſon, which 
mn the Right poſture, and conſtitution of the Humane'Na- 
jure is 30 Govern, Guide, Moderate, and Order that Infe- 
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the Let your Moderation be known unto all Men. 

ure 

Y. Oderation, is that Grace of Vertue whereby a 
Ne Man governs his ſenfual Appetite,his Paſſions 
1 and AﬀeCtions, his Words and ACtions,from 
f, | all Exceſs and Exorbitancy. 

Xe I refers, 1. To the Senſual Appetite, 2. To the Paſ- 
r i fons of the Mind: 3. To Speech and Words; 4. To 
+ BE the Actions of our Life. 

r r. Moderation in the ſenſual Appetite: And this is proper- 
ly Temperance, which is a Prudent Reſtraint of our Ap- 
| 
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riour Faculty that is common to the Brutes, as well ys y 
Man. And that Man that keeps not this Regiment : WO 


Superintendency of his Nobler Faculty, degrades himf 
into the condition of a Brute, and indeed into fomewhy 
worſe, for even the InſtinCts of Brutes do for the moſt p 
regulate their ſenſual Appetite from Exceſs and Immodergi, 
on. But becauſe this belongs to thar diſtinct vertue of Tay 
perance, I forbear further Inſtances herein. 


2, Moderation of our Paſſioms and Afﬀefions ; And thek 


are hge: rincipally, 1 ed; namely,. Love, Hatred, « 
Anger, bi Grief5 Hope, Fear,” and other mixt or der. 
vative Paſſions, that ariſe in Man upon the preſentment gf 
their ſeveral Objects. | 

And although the Paſſions of the Mind, conſidered {unply in 
themſelves, are 4 pare of our Nature and not Evil ; but when 

duly regulated and ordered, are of excellent Uſe to us; 'e 
it they become -once unruly, miſplaced, or over-aQted, 
Jam, 4. 1 they occaſion the greateſt trouble in the world 

both to the perſons themſelves in whom they 
are, and to others. We may eaſily trace almoſt all the Sing 
and Enormities, and Diſtempers and Troubles, and Dior. 
ders, that. we obſerve in our ſelves or others, to the Immo- 
deration and Diſorder of the Paſſions. od 
And therefore the due Moderation of them is of great 
conſequence, both for the attaining of true Tranquility & 
Mind, of great Regularity in all we do or fay, and to the 

Common Peace, Order and Benefit of Mankind. 

* 'The Moderation therefore of all our Paſſions con/Pfts prin 
#ifally in theſe two things ; 1. That they be not miſplaced & 
ſet upori wrong Objects ; as,to Love that which we ſhould 
Love, but poſtibly Hate ; or, to Hate that which we ſhould 
Love; and fo for the reſt. 2. Thar being rightly placed 
in reſpect of their Objects, yet that they be nor intended of 
acted beyond that degree that may be juſtly allowed to 
thoſe ObjeCts : And this is properly Immoderation ; the 
former is mecrly Miſprifion, Error, Enormity,Folly. 


And 
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bf And therefore when we ſpeak of Moderation of our 
rink afions, it 15 mrended in relation of rhoſe things, about or 
ek yon which our Paffions may be lawfully uſed-or exerciſed, 
6thar they be kept within their juſt bounds and meaſures. 
And (ince all the Objects of our Paſkions are either ſorne- 
king that is Good or fo thought, as the Objes of our 
Love, Joy, Hope ; or ſomething that is'Evil, or ſo eſteemed, 
thet the Objects of our Hatred, or Anger, Sorrow, Fear ; the 
Tr: mu meaſure of theſe AﬀeRtions or Paſſions v'to be made ac- 
hot carding to the true meaſure of that Good, or that Evil that 
ops zthe preſent Object of my Paflion, ' If the Good or Evil 
he Great, it deſerves'a greater intenrion of that Paſkory or 
Aﬀettion that is imployed about them ; if it be bur lite, 
hemeafure of my Paſſion or AﬀeCtion ought not to excced 
it; if it doth, it: becomes Immoderate. 

*Ard hence ir is, that the ſame Paſſion or AﬀeCtion may 
be, and indeed ought: to be variouſly afted or imended 
Sout objeCts of the ſame Nature ; yet under different de- 
gue Good and Evil: 1 may at the ſame time have dif- 

Objects of my Love, different forts or kinds of Good, 
a6d of different Allays, fome more, ſome leſs Good, and my 
Love'may be extended ro them all at the fame time ; bur. , 
the degrees of my Love are diverlified according to the di- 
yerfiry of the deprees of Good that each Objett hath, all cir- 
eumſtances, adjuncts and conſequences being confidered: 
The like may be faid touching Evils, that are the Objects 
of my Hatred, Anger, Sorrow, or Fear, 

The Moderation therefore of Aﬀettions requires theſe 
things principally : 1. 4 Right Fudgment or Eſtimate of thins 
Good or Evil, according to their true natures or degrees ; ; 
for without this we ſhall not only miſtake in the degrees of 
Good or Evil, but cven in their very natures : we ſhall not 
only rake the Leffer Good or Evil for the Greater, or the 
Greater for the Leſs ; bur we. ſhall be apt to miſtake the 
things themſelves, and call Evil Good, and Good Evil. 

| Now itis certain that according to the Judgment that we 
huge tquching things Good or Evil, and their Values: and 
Dd 4 ; [Degrees 
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Degrees, accordingly are our Paſſions, and their Extents-and hath 


Tranſports meaſured out. If I Judge or Eſteem that -to'y 
truly Good, which indeed is not, I deliver over. ro it ny 
Aﬀection of Love, Joy or Hope: and if I Judge thatt 
be a Great and -Important-Good, which is but Small or. 
conſiderable ; yet according to the meaſure or proporti 

of ſuch Eſtimate, I meaſure out the degree of my Low, 
Jay or Delight in ſuch Good, A Child will ſet as great 4 
Rate, and conſequently allow as great a meaſure of hi 
Love .or Delight ta a Rattle, as a Boy doth to his Top and 
Scourge, or as a Man doth to a Daimond ; all ariſing from 
the variety of their Judgment, or Eſtimate of the value df 
the thing. And the like may be faid of Evils, and thei 
ſeveral Degrees, with relation to the Paſſions of Hatred, 
Sorrow, or Fear. 2. The ſecond thing required to Ms. 
deration, is a Prudent, ftaid deliberation, before the Paſſion 
he put into motion, that ſo the Judgmenr be conſulted, 
touching the nature of the ObjeCt ; firſt, whether it be 
Good or Evil ; and then what Degree of Good or Evili 
bath: for be the Judgment never ſo good, yet if Padſion run 
before it, and be precipitate upon the firſt and ſydden appre- 
heaſion of the thing propoſed, or objected, and fo anteven 
the uſe of Deliberation and the ripening of the Judgment, 
there muſt neceflarily, or at leaft ordinarily follow either 
Miſtake or Diſorder, or Immoderation in the Paſſion of 
what kind foeyer; and then the Mind is diſturbed, and put 


into diſorder ſuddently ; tis difficult then to make a right 


Judgment, or at leaſt, it comes too late, and many time 
after the Miſchief is dane by the baſty and precipitate Pak, 
fion, eicher without or at leaſt within the Mind ; thus trans 
ſported with Paſſion of any kind | 

And therefore the General Rule for Moderation of all 
kind of Paſſions, is, reſolutely to preſcribe to a Mans felf this 
Law ; That hefore he any way gives leave to his Paſſion, 
he will pauſe and conſider a while, touching the Object pre; 
ſented, what it is, whether Good or Eyil ; and it either, then 
What Degree or Value it bears. And when ance a oy 
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| thus peremptorily reſolved to-grve himſelf this Law 
- j 7a little while inured himſelt to the practice of it, 
he will find it caſte and familiar. 
+ This will better appear in the ſeveral inſtances of the ſeve- 
dffe8ions or Paſſions of the Mird ; principally in-theſe of 
[ave and Hatred,or Anger,Joy and Sorrow, Hope and Fear. 
4, The- Afﬀetion of Love, is the principal and Governing 
Aﬀeftion of  the- Mind, and the Root of all other Paſſions : 
For whatſoever I love, renders that hateful and —_— 
which either prevents me from it or deprives me of it; and fo 
occaſions the Paſſions of Hatred or Anger: whatſoever Llove, 
makes me joyful or delighted in the Enjoyment of it, or Sor- 
w#ful in the loſs or deprivation of it,and fo produceth Joy and 
Sorrow : whatſoever 1 love, I hope for, if abſent, or 1 fear the 
lob or deprivation of it ; and fo produceth Hope and Fear. 
+ The Qbje& of this AﬀeCtion is ſomething that is Good, 
«fo-apprehended : The greater that Good is, the Greater 
ythe Love of it; Therefore the chiefeſt Good draws out 
the chiefeſt Lave; and an Infinite Good and Unmeaſurable 
and Boundleſs Love: and ſince Almighty God is the chiefeſt 
and Infinite Good, there cannot be any Immaderation orExceſs 
of Love to him : and therefore this Moderation of our Aﬀe- 
Aion of Love, hath no place in relation to my Love of God, 
for | cannot love him too much. But this Moderation of 
this Aection principally reſpeCts the good things of thi World; 
# Wealth, Honour, Power, Reputation, Relations, Friends, 
Health of Body, Pleaſures, and External Contentments, Re- * 
creations,Good Cloaths, Equipage, and State, and ſuch like. 
- Theſe Good things of this life, have in themſelves a juſt 
meaſure of Good, and therefore according to that :meaſure 
of Goad that is in them, they deſerve a proportionable mea- 
fure of our Loye; for External Bleſſings are really Bleſſings. 
. And among the ſeveral Good things of this World, there 
are ſeveral Ranks aud Degrees of Gond ; ſome are Good, ſome 
are Better ; and accofdingly, the proportion or meaſure. of 
Love that I lend to them, is to be moderated, and diſtribu- 
(5d, and expreiled, according ta the different Degrees and 
=” 0 IO Ranks 


EEFS4 Er 


eat EE. = of 3 _© S &ASeSERER 


66+ Of the: Moderation 


Ranks of Good that we find in them, or the relation they! 
bear! to:me;- for” inſtance,” 1 may Love my Wealth, by fl 
fince Wealth is but a uſeful Inſtrument direfted to othy' 


ends, as to ſupport my Life, my Health, my Relations, 1 


am to love it leſs than theſe, | becauſe theſe are more val 


ble; and\ my Wealthis only deſirable or good to theſe Ends 
and ſubordinate to theſe Utes. 
Moderation of Aﬀection of Love in relation to Externai) 
confifts therefore principally in theſe things ; | 
-'t. That we have a juſt eftimare of the Good that isin 


the thing that we ſer our Love upon, and that we do not 
over-value them, or expeCt that good to be in them, that 


really is not; we muſt look upon them as they are; it may 
be they” are ſuch as have not a perfe&t ſincere good in them 
but mixture of Evil ; or fuch as have not a ſtable or perms- 
nent Good in them, but are mutable or mortal, or ſuch a; 
have a Good in them, proportionate only to our preſent 
Condition; and when our condition is altered, the Good 
that is jn- them vaniſheth: And if they be ſuch, we mult 
eſteem them as fuch, and love them as ſuch; and ſuch for 
the moſt part are all Worldly things, Health, Wealth; 
Friends, Relations, nay our very Lives. | 

2. That we look upon all the Good that is in the World, 
as derived from the' Goodneſs of God, and infinitely below that 
. Good-that is in him: and therefore all ourLove to them muſt 
be ſubordinate to that Love that we owe to God, and miſt 
: be controuled by ir, and in all competitions muſt give place 
unto'1t. Suppoſe t have great Wealth, or many Relationg 
I may, nay, inreaſon I ought to bear fome Love to them; 
but [muſt rememember ir is but a derivative and ſubordinate 
Good, - and therefore I muſt: Love them with this reſerve 
and qualitication, that if God pleaſe to call for them, 1 mull 
quietly part with them ; for as I have them under that con- 
dition, fo the Love I owe to God, the ſupreme Good, et 
gageth- me to ſubmit to his Will, and to obey it; forifl 
Love him beſt, 1 muſt be pleaſed with what his Will is plea 
ſed; for Ljudge him the beſt Good, and therefore ws 
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ty beſt Will 3 and the Good Pleaſure of his Will maſthe 
theRule of My Subjeftion, otherwiſe his Loye hath hot 


the prehemunence. 3, 
_: That we make a right, 4 due Compariſon between Good 


Fot s 


A, tings of ſeveral kinds, and give that the preference in otr 


md this concerns and principally diſcovers it {elf in the-Com-' 
paitjon of ſeveral good things, and -of our affeCtions-re 
them. "The Merchant Loves his Goods well, but in a 
Storm, to Save his Life, is content to throw his Goods over 
beard. And the exerciſe of Wiſdom.in this kind, prinei- 
willy conſiſts in the due weighing the ſeveral valueg of 
Good. things of ſeveral natures, and ranging of them in 
their ſeveral Ranks; and alſo in the diligent conſideration 
ethe ſeveral Circumſtances, that accompany ſeveral thiigs; 
for many times ſome good things that are in themſelves pre- 
feable before others, receive an abatement and allay by 
arcumſtances; and others lels preferable, receive an advance 
by the circumſtances that attend them. - 1 . Therefore tou- 
ching the Different Ranks of things themſelves, in matters 
ofmy own-private concerament, I am to prefer my Soul 
and the Goodthereof, before all my External advantages ; 
fo wpbat ſhall a Man give in Exchange for his Soul? Tam to 
=> the Good of my Health, before the Good of my 
fealth. Again, in things relating to my ſelf and others, 
lam to prefer the ſafety of the State wherein I live before 
my Wealth, yea, and before my own fafety ; becauſe I am 
fre when rhe whole is in danger, I muſt needs be in danger, 
and many more; 1 am to prefer a great Good that may ac+ 
cue to many, before a Smaller Good; 'nay, poſkbly an 
Equal Good that may accrue to my ſelf; nay, Lam to pre- 
fer an apparent greater Good to any perſon than a ſmall 
and inconliderable Good ro my ſelf. - But above all I amto 
prefer the Honour and Glory of God, before my own Ho- 
our Reputation, Eſtate, Contentment, or Life it ſelf; be- 
cauſe he is the Greateſt Good, and moſt to be Loved, an4 
the Love to his Honour is but the reſult of my: Love to him. 
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Again,in things relating to others; I am to prefer a Gra: 0... 
ter Good that may accrue to ane, before a ſmaller Goody! Welt 


another ; The Good of one Neighbour's Sout before the 
Good of another's Eſtate, where the one, butznot beth, 
are juſtly in my power; I may prefer an Equal Good toz 
Relation, before an Equal Good to a Stranger, where the 
concernment or condition of both are Equal ; becauſe I haye 
Juſt reaſon, to love a Relation before a Stranger. Again, 
2- As there are different Ranks of Good, fo different Cp. 
eumſtances make one Good preferable before another ; If] 
ſee two Men in danger, and I can but relieve one of then, 
both being equal to me, I am to prefer the relief of hin 
whoſe danger is greater, and more eminent, before tho 
" relief of him whoſe danger is leſs, or more remote; and 
herein Prudence and Integrity of Heart muſt be the diredtor 
of my Love, and of the Emanations of it, always provided 
o_ nothing unjuſt or diſhoneſt be mingled with what 
4+ That as among Goods of different Sizes, or Degree, 
] am to prefer the Beſt; ſo among Good things, thatat 
leaſt ſem equal, I do prefer che moſt Laſting and Durable; 
for Laſtingneſs and Durableneſs is a ſpecial part of the Good: 
neſs of any thing ; nay, oftentimes a Good, that in its 
ſent degree or extent is greater; yet if it be leſs Durabl, 
1s not ſo Valuable as a leſs but more laſting Good; as the 
greater Wealth, that muſt be ſpent in 2 year, 1s truly le 
Valuable than a finaller portion that laſts two years. 

5. That we obſerve that General Rule before given ; name- 
ly, That we never giye our AﬀeCtion of Love leavetomn 
put alone without Judgment and Conſideration going be- 
fore it, and going along with it: That we ſuffer not our 
Paſſions to deal out their own meaſures, but our Judgment 
and Deliberation : That we always keep this Aﬀection ef 
pecially under Diſcipline and Government, and ſuffer it not | 
to run away from us, as an unruly Beaſt without a Chain; 
for it is certain, the dye Goyerament of this AﬀeRtion Go 
yerns all the relk, 

And 
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And now if we look abroad into the World, or indeed 
Iheftriftly and impartially obſerve our ſelves, we ſhall ea- 
I obſerve a marvellous want of Moderation of this AﬀeCti- 
a. For, not to mention the mifplacing of this Aﬀection, 
yon what we ſhould really hate, we may ſee a great Irre- 
glarity in the Meaftre and Orde of Exerting this AﬀeCti- 
a about things that we may int their 'n » #nd kind 
bye; we falk indeed of toving of God above all, and ofthe 
geat value we ſet upon our Souls and everlaſting life, and 
ov&{EDenial, and againſt loving of the World, and how 
nin and contemptible.a thing the World is'; 'but for the 
y ny are but” Words and Speculations ; when we 
ame to Practice and Life, there a/ pra nothing, or very 
lite, that anſwers theſe Notions, and Speculations : little of 
tat Moderation that thoſe Notions import. We love the 
" the Wealth,the Honoursthe Bleaſures the Profirgof 
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- 
all our Souls ;-we make it out principal buſineſs ts 
tain and enjoy it, ;| we account it our- greateſt Calamity 
yhen we are croſſed or diſappointed in it. One Man ſets 
s.#hole heart upon his - Greatneſs, 'another / upon *þ 
Nealth, another upon his Pleaſure and Recreations, ano! 
pon his Preferment, another upon. the Favour of Gr 
koother ypon the Applauſe of his'Learning or Ele. 
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; Ti very: evident 'to-every Maris experience, "OY 
Expv@ation of Good,is the grext' Wheel, or mths 
cight;-tharmoves yore Walt _—_ and'ih 
je man ; 
Cur VR 6 adventures in Hope 3 {nd the Stole Hike 
i> Hope ;- arid the 'Souldier fights in Hop, ; ard fo'fordl 
Ehirbane Adtions, - And'thas i malt ne /be; for in 
av Expettmion' there '*re theſe pg 
b14 Sore" Bad that «Mari hath in" propel, which ig 
rigs Coniplactiiey/ and Suitableneſs tothe mind; 2s to/be 
ue nary on, $oks gee ot eſe ttt 
thoondinary: Pri of ordinary Mer; Bi tie ate: 
a:nwbler Conditioa,a9t6 be cverlafiitighy ; Sc Bit 
the+nobler andchigher Finds, I mnt 62.25 
—d,rDhar! hv als ain ghode an” Ef! Poptie ul z 
$6 23519319 NU} M07 1? EP; 
3- That there be alſo-a Meow 5fo 0{R4i7910434 thiks 
cing to the attaining of that End ; and ep Hope or Ez 
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-+7 | pectation of that End is the Spirit 'of Life-rhat puts a'nian 

">| pon the uſe and Exerciſe of runs means, ries aries 

>>|} it; For tlie moſt part rhe Complacency that'is taken' in the | 
/ Þ Exerciſe of the Means to the attaining:of the End/propoſed; 

$ ar all rimes equal, and: moſt times exceeds the:Compla- 

tency that is taken-in emjoymentof the End, when/attained; 
fi-the reaſon: hereafter given':.. For the: End is prefent” in 

ation in the moſt ample and:Comprehenſive Image or 

kdea thereof that can be: And this's that which quickens 

and drives on Action with inten{venefs proportionable' 15 

that meaſure of Worth and Value: that the 'Soul putsuposs 

fe End thus proſpeted. And: therefore: he that hach' a 

geat and high'ExpeQation and: Value: of the End::pros 

, aCts with Vigour and-Induſtry ;he that fers but @ 

\ BB by Price or Valuation upon the End,- ava bulme bur lits 
d te preponderating the Trouble and Induſtry to attain ig. is 
eld in his proſecution: of it : But if the Labour and Indu- 

fry: that i. required in the uſe of that means, - appearto- 
equal the Good that is attained: ir-::the | End; the! whole 
Aion is for. the moſi:deſerted 51s hie that ſets/a great Value 
wor: Wealth or Honour, ſpares: nv:pains to atraiivit z7i& 
kethat fers but low yalue upon-ity:i8sflar-and lazy in his 
proſecution of-it 3-and hethar looks uporrit as not counters. 

waling the pains:macquiring it, fits ftilland isidle in it. 

#Forthe moſt-part, the Good: 'Things' of this Wotld. are 
jxeſented to: Men in-ExpeGtationp> wot only in theirbeſt! 
&&;” bur in atv Elevared Valueabove what is in.truthviee 
| hem; and this is therefore: ſo. upona double Regſom:'. | 511 
3 The wiſe. Providence of i:God' permining} ity-arid! 
av for this excellent End,” to: keep /Men is Adtion:and bin: 
Motion ; which is of ſingular uſefor: Mankind: ' For ifche: 

tingeexciting the ordinary AGianzoF-Liſe tid appear:wits| 
mogreater 'aw/:Elevarion' then-potſibly-they: do: really and! 
Kirmfically:brar; the moſt part of Mankind” woutdilti Rilt> 


and:do nothing;:{- This very fallacy; that” Men/par wpou! 
temſelves in;over-expeCting, is Spur rb:Aftionand.iori= 
qag/which/in- moſt; Men - would ''be:whwlly -imermiged;; 
38 ; 


unleſs 
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=. Mankind being indied with a Fancy or In 


roy thar bath not only a power of ſeparating the Goodaf | 


every: thing from the Evil that may poſſibly accompany 
whar it 'expets, bur dlſo of ſtuffing Glling the Good 
with great Imaginary Advances, it doth {to pleaſe and 


rife ir ſelf) cxerciſe- both theſe delightful Deceirs. If-i | 


finds 'any Good 'in what it expeCts, it doth upo n choit 
thruſt away and remove all that Evil that is- Ts at 
nexed to it; that fo it nay riot be vexed with the pre: 

of it : and 'it\multiplies, and augments, a” 
adyanceth and magnifieth'that Good that it hach left, that 
fo he may with the greater delight expe&t what he, by this 
phantaſie, hath wrought himſett up to & belief that he ſhall 
ebjoy. 

. The iniſery hd | unhappineſs that falls upein Mankind, from thi 
advance of the Hope and ExpeRation of Warldy End, is obſer 
ble in-one of theſe Events thereof. 

n It may be there 'is an meter trufiration of the whads 
thing deſigned and aimed at, and ſo his ExpeQation is like 

the dream of the hungry Man ' in the Pros 

Iai. 2: 8. phet, that dreamed he: had eaten, and I 
awakes and behold he is hung 

--2./ ]f he attain the End he expected; be k Weatdy & 

Honour, > Pleaſure, or the like z yer many times there dub 

attend. It, fome ſignal Miſchief or Evil that he had not before 

the patience to think of, -that doth rerider the whole ex 

JHywent to be utterly/a thing miſchievous, and worſe thai 

diſappointment. And indeed the things of the World 


are genetally of ſuch a:confiſtency, that a: vety little evil: 


ito it, will ſowet and {make it 1in A want of 4 
line 6 tof Ground for a Garden, een f the fruitions 
of a m bur inſipid to Ahab; and a want of Mordrrai's 
= will diſreliſh alPthe Honout of the great Courticr 

:/The truth is, the Mind ih 
nate; and it falls out; that a ſinall croſs of 


to their of hn 
Expectation. | þ2 4 
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Put yer farther ſuppoſe we, rhar the thing projefted, 
pamined/ withour any- mixture of miſchief attending it ; 
here is arinſeparable- unhappineſs that doth attehd the 
oft per nent-of the worldly advantage pro+ 
Her Red ;-it is always leſs than it was expeRted. 
The Expectationfarrered ir ſelf with much more than whar 
nds; ahd'a' Man doth infallibly- find that: his Mitd'and 
Flattafie had drefied up and adorned:the image and-Phan- 
af of what was projected, much finer and goedlier than 
kfindsir;when he attains it. A Manprojedting Happineſs 
@ Honour, Wealth, Friends; Applauſe, Pleafure, or any 
aker Earthly'thing, is much like a Builder, that hath much 
more Content ini his Contrivance'and ExpeQtation of the 
Jauy, Comelineſs, Uſefulneſs, Contentment,” and' other 
Complacency of his Building, than when'ir is finiſhed';” and 
when he hath done all, 'nay though'exquiſitely ſuitable ro 
ks Mind;yer his Contentment vanitherh in'the fruition, and 
the Contentmenr,  as- it falls ſhort of the ExpeCtationy - fo 
for the moſt part it dies and vaniſh&th with the enjoyment. 
Take therefore this Counſel: Firſt, In all thy Deſigns 
of Temporal Advantages, keep thy ExpeRations and Hopes 
kin, cog them with Suſpicions, and: Abaterhents, and Al- 
kys ; otherwiſe thy Expectations will cheat thee; and not + 
anly fo, but render that Good that thou ſhalt attain + (tven 
pon honeſt deſxgns)-inſipid and flat; becanſelefs than what 
thou expetteſt ; whereas a low ExpeRtation gives a relith;to 
'#low enjoyment. Secondly, Ser nor: thy. heart upon an tar= = = * 
nf proſecurton of \ Temporal Advantages ;-. For, if they'do-not . ® 7 
wex thee by Diſappomrment, or ſome. Thorn or Galt that * 
:dothiadhere-to thEm,- yer it is 'T'en to' One they will chear 
:thee3 appear+ more- glorious at a diſtance and in Expecta- 
ition;/than-nearer hand, and in Fruicion; They are trimmed 
bp with Report and Expectation ;- buy in realliry, - and'mn 
"themſelves; are like the-Apples of 'Scd:m, bcautitul ro the 
wn © Fe Eye, 


ever any ; Man had; t6: take a Fall nate of nana 7 


in its- choiceſt'Enjoyments, by reaſon i! : bf | 


Peace, and Power, and:Intereſt,; almoſt\with.all the Pri. fl hut 


ces and: Potentates that theh reigned.- cfle;hed a. jy fe 
maent and Underſtarding-of ne things in-Nayure; 

with exquiſite :Skall and/Reliſh, ſearch into;; and. attaujil 
that was externally Good and Defrablein this W orld-;nd 
beſides all this;-: he:rhade it - his chief buſineſs to fearchidit 
What was that. Good for: the Sons of Meny under ther: 
and: this he did. neither. brotiſhly, as:led-thereunto- by{. 
ſuglity, nor ſaperficialy, or barely by ſpeculation ; thit fe 
-aade ft his bulineſs not. only ſtrictly ro: enquire inoithy 
-his Reaſon and Judgment, but alſo, really to experimental 


try . the matter-he,' thus ſought after :: And having wib If 


ied _ obſervation dlimbed,'as it were, tothe 

top. of all 'Worldly-Felicity and: Ejyoyment; 'and beholding 

[the reſt of Mankind, as: well as they» were able, reaching 

and, chenberinſy, « asit ws, towards this precipice of Walk 

ly. argon 

wy \ 5 n—— Dummonte potitus 
Speer nilloners dura ad faftigia tier Hams. 


F ron: this high. Dfountain he beſpeaks Mankind in & 
: aiieal Book: of-Ecclefiaſtes, as it were-in this manner:'7: 
©C baldren of Meng I ſee ye: are full of great ExpeRations of andity 
. H/orldly.Contentments.; and: you take much pains for the acqueſtnf 
1Shemt:; ' Liften a: aphile. what I ſhall ſay-to-you;; T have had vaſe 
: Opparrimities of a Full diſcovery of the beſt that this World tan 
-:affard; Wealth, © Honour, Pleaſures. of all:ſorts: and kinds, and 

ſuch Opportunities as 'none of you ever had or:can expe ro mike 
. the ike diſcovery ; and"'I have denied my ſelf nothing that thit 
World can afford to give me Content, and the moſt exquiſite Taftt 
and —_ of them; - and I have now arrived to the yery Faſtigi- 
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Op World Hope and 7 Rao 5 
| Fi 1, the be very higheſt point of ors Mountain of Pleaſure a and <4 of 


HT indeed as great Co onrentation as you do,but now I Feve 0 tf 

1H over WY, G4. them all ta bel but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 
have not been only ds iſappointed in what I expefied from them, 
+ bs / ad thereof I have reaped nothing but Sarrow, Anxzety, 
= : Jour do therdfars © Forerve Jour ſelves- m all che pains you 


Yb PPor 12 knew of this* WA Give over theſe 7 at buſie, 

W oth pro-ſutts of youts';' and rake ont bur this concluding Lef- 
im maine, which Fhaot learned by infllible Experience, Fear 
HG "Me = his Commandments, for this isthe whole 
y'ot Mai. 
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: 7+. 378 
For here have we no continaing City, but we. "1 


one to come. bas 


Have m my. courſe of Life, had: as many Stations. and 
places of Habitation as moſt Men... I have been 
in| almoſt | continual Motion; and although of gll 

Earthly things Lhave the moſt deſired Reſt, Retired. - 

neſs, *and a hxed private Station ; yet the various Char 
that I have ſeen and found, the Publick Imployments, that 
without my ſeeking, and againſt my Inclination have been 
put upon me, and many other Interventions, as well Pri 
vate as Publick, have made the former part of this Tex 
true to me in the Letter, that I have had no inuing 
City, or place of Habitation. When I had deſigned unto 
-my ſelf a ferrted-Manfionin one place,” and had” firtedftto 
my convenience and repoſe, I have been preſently conſtrai- 
ned by my neceſſary imployments to leave it and repair to. 
another: And when again.I had thoughts to find reps 
there, and had again fitted it to my convenience ; yer 
other neceſſary occurrences have diverted me from it; and 
thus by ſeveral viciſhtudes , my dwellings have been like 
ſo many Innsto a Traveller ; though of ſome 1 Cofitie 
nuance, yet almoſt of equal inſtability and viciffitudes. This; 
| unſettledneſs of Station, though troubleſome, yer hath given. 
me. a good and prafical Moral; namely, I muſt not 
\" expect my Reſt in this lower World, but muſt make it as 
| the place of my Journey and Pilgrimage, not of my Repole 
| and Relt, but mult look further for that Happineſs. And 
truly when I conſider that it hath been the Wiſdom of God 
Almighty to exerciſe thoſe Worthies, which he left as Pat-, 
terns 


% 


Heb. XII. 14 77 
«tothe reft of - Mankind; with this.kind of Diſcipline 
nahis World, | have reaſon not to. complain of it as a Dif- 
keuky» 'or an Inconvenience, but to.be thankful to him for 
{196,40 ruin. and Document, . to put, me in remem- 
» of a better Home,; and to incire me to/make a due 
covifzon Noſe it, » even thar Everlaftin ing Kel which, he hath 
provided ided for them that love him; and by pouring me.thus 
from Veſſel to, Veſſel, ra; keep me; from yok: my ſelf;tog 
upon this World below. . Bur the: +,.did we 
ler ebis V/orld as becomes us, even as. | Viſe Men,.:we / 
may .cably find, ,' without | the help of ;any ſuch particular | 
1 line of this: Nature, - That this World: below, ,, nei | 
ther was/intended, nor indeed can be. a place of Reſt, - bur 
my a kind of Laboratory to fit and prepare the Sculant 
eChildren of Men, fora better and. more abiding State; 
;$chool to exerciſe and train us up into; habits; of Patience | 
ad Obedience, till we are fitted to another Station; a.linle | 
arrow N urſery,wherein we may be dreſſed and pruned, till 
znſplanted into a better Paradiſe. The continual 'T 
ad-Diſcompoſures, and Sicknefles, and Wetkoelopaed, Ca- 
amities thar attend our Lives, the ſhortneſs, and continued 
Vexation/ occurring in them; and finally, peas EX 
imples of Death and Morrali of all Ages,' Sexes, Con- 
tions of Mankind, are a ſufficient inſtruftion to convince 
albnable Men, that have. the Serioufnels and Patience 
conſider and obſerve, That we have no abiding Ciry 
= And on the other (ide, if we will- give our ſelves 
hit he leifure to conſider and obſerve * the great Wiſdam 
Almighty God, that orders every thing in the World 
tends ſuitable and: proportionable ; the excellence of the 
wa q jad Mind of Man ; the great Advances and Improve» 
ner Nature is capable z ys the admirable means - the 
Merciful and Wile Gel bath aftorded unto Mankind, by 
hy Fg of Nature and Provident, . by his Word and 
lalkruRtions, to enable him for a nobler Life,. than this 
World below can yield; will eaſily confeſs, that there, is 
gh Srate, another City to come, . Which becomes every 
Ee3 Good, 
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Good, and W ie,” atd' Confſidethte” Nin 'to Toole: eirwghs 
\ fit. himſelf for, © And' yet kt”s Nithr 166k 1 op the pe 
| Tity of Mankind with a&ie and vetE! eration," 
, | will RET to "be like 4 c6mpaiy of mad or' diſtery 
 \ People. "The gehettlity of the W6ild iitke it theis 
| buſineſs to prov Fox's Reſt und" app in this ou 

to rake” theſ® vain achuelts of Wealth, and Honotr.' 

Preferments,:' and utes of this World, thetr's gireat'"F 

Hot only. *BURACG* the "Flappineſs; > atid,” which" Yi 

Sher depris bf renfie;to eftechithis thi only Wiſdom; ind 
to eſtech. — Ra Popriligg for Etethity, the F Fg 
few weak,mblincholy; fanciful Met Whereas it is in wat 
and in" due" or It 67 moſt- Sidetitly appear, that"tlp 

Men hat We troft ſcdulbus'an'd Fflicitotis rouching the 

caining: CREE Reſt} arethe only true 'Wik 
| Meri, TG be acknowledged” by-thofe that row 

deſpiſe them?” VWJR"'S: 2 "FU Fooks accounted his  hife Mu 
wee, "on 36 36 be went lon.” How 15 he nuthbred hin 

the CRalrop' FUR 1d bi; Lot i# dnionly the'Suinits 3 
-* WhenT' edirie 1 my ; Thave'this conlideration preſet 

iy 6bttirs to" me" "Fay" Lodging be God and' Fajr; the 

Furfiture ſpletidid, the' Attend4fick 'preat,' the Proviſion 

vddd arid” well-ordered;' yer] feng! conſider this * is pt 

theplce of my Reft;liuſt leave it to mhorrow, and thee 

Rafe ſer tigt wp pon it.” And'again; If my link: 

oe ifirmerit mean; ty Lodging detaydl, 

Tag prefert! ly' End for Paitord Oat pnes, and Mal ns, 

ur ME Wea ee bur'l Content my lf with it,” It ; 

mk r with the fnaGnyenlences, betd betduſe” I obs 3 wil £8 
be'biit for a night,"and' to morroW*IThalt be”; F, alt 
pn 


IT 
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fbly 'come'to*my* Fome, whert F Natl be beirtr 
enced." And although*the irthR'46, that 'rhis World is it 
ather thar-opr Mn'tgentertain hs it our Jonrney'to' anothe 
Fife =" and gr Tay it is many” times very ſhort, yel, 
lorigeſt: ſtay here'in eompatiſor 6P EYertiit A infdey f 

ſhorr'than' f nights]adging ar #n Jhn! 6 'tonip on tb the 
longeſt Life hete; yernrs a vorideftal thing ro 6bfefve tow 


much 
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craig (awe we arc'taken--up+with the concerns of thisour-Inn; 
chi) bars ir \'we-keep abour ir ; what pains-and coſt we ime 


Yoke: B dacin its: how (much: of: our time» is Jaid-out:upon -it5 as: 
mt Bf were our only home. If our Lot caſt us upon z hand- 
_ ime{Lodging(a3-ir were) andir! furniſhed with Wealth, or 
os; f Goryy or Honour; how * we pride our ſelves init? . how: 
i gu? we look-uporrour ſelves?- how happy we think' our 


fs | tw? whar care we have to make it more: Rich, Glorious, 
ite ad/Splendid-? And on the other {Gde;iFf our Lot caſt us 
6 i open a4owery mmeaner Station ; if we' are Poor, or-Sickly; 
one Ces 4 pry" what'a.deal doit) 
ad Piſcontent, -and 'Unquietneſs appears ? Nay, though 
Modi and Goiamene in this Inn' of the- World 
W-ptetcy well;' and will ſerve till we take our Joruney'; 
gt-if ix; be not fo Fine, and Splendid, and Rich, and Comely 
@abihers ; if aur Meat be enough to ſuthce Nature; ifour 
Cloaths enough to protect us from Cold, if our Houfe:good 
og! to keep oft:the-Stoxms, and/defend us from Injuries; 
yeviE rheſe be: not ſo good as ſuch a: Mans, or ſuch a 
Kdghbours, - not ſo: good as my Anceſtors or Relations ; 
hard! What' 2 / deal' of Unquieteb, and« Complaining, 
md Envy,- and Impatience, and Turbulency of mind: there 
$inMen ! What Deſigns,and Frauds,and Plots,and:Undet- 
mitings, and- undue Means, Men take: to advance their 
{#9 condition,and to'depreſs others?” andall this while ne- 
werconlider that which: would cafily-cure the extravagance, 
well of one hand; as of the-other; | Namely, *7%s :s noe 
ity home, 5t is but my Inn, if it be Beautiful, Splendid, Conve- 
"Ment 5 if my condition in it be Wealthy, | Honourable, Proſpetous, 
Twill noe ſer my heart upon it, nor think any better of my ſelf for 
"x85 nor for up my. Reft'in it:: It is but my Int, I'muſt leave it, 
ht may be to-morrow. ' On: the other fide, if it be but Poor, Fea: 

pfiray Jpnoble, "Low, i] will content mYy'folf, it is but my Inn,” it 
rf "04 Jerve for niy paſſage, I ſhall, it'may- beg leave'it tomorrow, 
- and\then if I have taken-that' dne care that becomes "mie its my 
\ *2p8oifion- fer my" Erernal State, T ant. certain "the eaſ&"avill be 

Sd me; - however my Inn be Poor, ' Mean, Tneanventent, 
dec i Ee 4 Troubleſome, 
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Þonulieſome, it £5 but for 4 night, my; home 'teull be better 
have learned, that 1 have here no abiding; City; - but I foekaw 
zo:come. | The behefits of the conſideration gf this Texgy 
PE WOzk NaRg oe 
2, It will: teach a Man a very low eſtcom of this profoy 
World, and never to. ſet the heart. upon: it: ile chouſy 
thy heart upon that which 4: not ? It is not-an/ abiding Ciy 


; ; 

- Either like the old feigned inchanted Caſtles, it will vanih 
and'come to little whiie we think we have faſt hald of #; 
pr elſe we muſt leave ir, we know not how foon.:: {4 
full-of trouble; and vexation whea we. enjoy it; and:vew 
unſtable anduncertain is our ſtay in/it;\::2., :Bur let it|byg 

' goodas it will, or can be, yet this Text, te{ls of... a Giy 
thats better. worth our thoughts, . an abiding City, a-Ciy 
that.cannot be ſhaken, | where there areinq 'Troubles, $9 
'Thorns, no Cares, :no.-Fears; but Righteouſneſs, and Eye, 
laſting Peace and Reſt. 1 1 at 
-*/2..: Conſequently it will teach us co ſeek thas which is my 
of value firſt. and moſt, and make that our greateſt Endeavour 
which 1s our-greateſt Cancernment ;- namely, to ſeek that 
City. that-is to'come, ..Peace with God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Hope of Eternal'/Life. Ir is true, while-we are in/thi 
City: that continues _not- (this Inferiour World) God Al 
mighty--requires a diſs care for Externals, : and Induſtry.in 
our 'Imployments, : and Diligence in our Callings: It. is-part 
of that ſeryice. we owe to God, - to: our Families, - to-our| 
Relations, to our-Selyes;; and being done in-Contemplatian | 
of. his Command,  it.jz an aft of Obedience and Religious 
Duty-to him: Burt: this: Conſideration. will add thisBenekt | 
even unt» our-Qrdinary\Imployments in qur.Calling, it wil 
be fure to bring a Bletding upon ir. Seat. forſt the Kingdom of 
God, aud the Righteouſneſs thereof, and all theſe things ſhall be 
added unto 304, +. It: ſhall be given in as.,an advantage and 
aver-meafure. .. 2, It,will add: great "Ghearfulneſs,. ro the 
Implayments af - your Calling, .+and- to. thoſe warldly, Im- 
ployments that are requil:te for your ſupport.and ſubbiftence: 
when..you ſhall reſign up your endeavours. thercip.tp the 


£9 
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rent and Pleaſure of Almighty Gad.: 3:16 will remove. all. 
chav  negarious: Sollicicoyhels and Anxiety from you, when you 
tas | fall have ſuch; Copliderations as theſe ; Almighty God (2.58 
4 41 Þ owe) both placed men im this World," as in 4. paſſage #0 4narbers 
Profs iN ad veguares of ne an Honeſt Imployment for any ſupport and ſub- 
wh BN ence ;- 07 offe bath lent me'a reaſenable liberal portron , | whereby 
Gi; Imar comfortably fubſift without much pains or labour ;, 1: will uſe 
andh f Sober ly, Chearfully, Thankfully : If be bleſs me with Hnareaſe a 
fs; greater Plenty, 1 will increaſe my Humility, Sobriety, and Thank- 


fukeſs ; but if it be not his pleaſure to bleſs me with Plenty and 
kareaſe, his ll be done ; I have enough in that Thave; there 
itanother more abiding City, wherein I ſhall have ſupplies without 
War, or Feats, or Cares. 
24. This Conſideration wiil give abundance of Quiet- 
oſs, Patience, Tranguillity of Mind in all conditions. Am in 
this World Poor, or Deſpiſed, or Diſgraced, or in Sickneſs, 
Pain ; yet this Text gives me two great ſupports under 
& 1. It will be but ſhort; this lower World, the Region 
oftheſe Troubles and Storms, is no-continuing, no abiding 
or: and conſequently the "Troubles and Storms of this In- 
nour City are not abiding or long. 2. After this flicting, 
emiſhing City that thus paſſeth away , this ſour life which 
# but the Region of Death, there ſucceeds another City 
that endureth for ever, a City not made with hands, Eter- 
ml in the Heavens, a State of Everlaſting Bleſledneſs, 
here are neither Cares, nor 'Tears, nor Fears, nor Po+ 
rerty, nar Sorrow, nor Want, nor Reproach : I will there- 
fore: with all Patience, Chearfulneſs, and Contentednefs, 
Sear whatſoever God pleaſeth to exerciſe me withall in this 
life; for I well know that my light Aﬀflictions, which are 
but for a moment, ſhall be attended with a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 

; Theſe Conliderations will ſeem but dry and empty, to 
Men that do not deeply;and confiderately weigh matters; 
Ordinarily young heads think them, art leaſt, unſeaſonable 

| fortheir youth; but-they muſt know, that Sickneſs and 
Death will overtake the youngeſt in time, and that _ uN- 
| eceive 
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dteve'People,” ahd® render 'the- beſt: appea 

Warld;/cither Bitter, or-ar leaſt infipid,” 4 with 

pleaſant Reliſhr;"and'then-the Hopes and Ex | 
this City-to cone; wilt be:more of valueto 'us nary + wy 
Conveniencey and Delights this! lower World can- aff 4 
Ker ustherefore in'our Health make-'it our buſmeſs to = | 
our” Intereſt init; and; it will be eur Coanbort ab | 
oe! in "fe and" Death. | 
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\Onintentednefs and Patience-differ in this;j-' that 
"the ObjeR of the farmier is ariy condition; whe- 
ther it be Good; 'Bad,\6r indifferctit;;" the-Ob- 
YA je -oF the latter; is amy preſent or incuitbjene 
Hil - Bur though they differ” in/ the Latinide Gt Dvtenr af 
their Object, yet they both ariſe from the ſame Principle; 
which, if rightly qualified, ylves'both. Soa$ 5 

'' The Medire and Original of 'all Palfions's Love) "and 
the ObjeX of Love; is, thar which ® really or apparently 
Good, "If our Love be right, it regulates all our Paſſions-: 
For Diſcontent or" Impatience”arifeth from the: abſenve' of 
ſomewhat that we love and' value ; and according. tothe 
meaſure' of gut lpve' to rhe thing we want, ſach! is "the 
ore of our Diſcpntent or Impatietice under: the want 


C 


: He that ſets bzs love upon that, which the more hb loves, the 
More be exjogs, 53 ſure to qooid the danger of Diſcontent” 6r thpa- 
nene ; becauſe he cannot want thar which he loves t "arid 
mn love ſomerhing elſe, that-may be loſt, yet under 
ls, 198 h&'i8for obhoxious to thugh Irapatierice or Diſcon- 


» 


"fect, becauſe He is fre to rergin that which he moſt" villues 


and aff62s, ' which will' anſwer- and fapply leflcr- Wuints 
with a great Advantage: 'The' greateft -bent and! portion 
of tis Joye is laid out in what he is ſure to enjoy, and . is 
LATE 2 1 IT t,t ut 
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but a ſmall portion of love that is left for the thing hg; 
| nnd of, and conſequently his diſcontent but likely 
"with the fruition of a more valuable Good.” 
pn ſets his love upon the Creature, or any reſult a; 4 Lay | 
as Honour, Wealth, Reputation, Power, hr. aind | 
. ds,..carinot poſtiblyiavgid 'Diſcontent;"or Imp 
' they-are' murable uncertain , unſatisfaNory 
ſubject to Cafualties ; and according to the ct te i ky 
love to them, is the meaſure of his Diſcontent and Impaj 


lob of them, , or difa tment in them. 
iy he ſas hi isJoye Go, p kn Neg 
t 


f Al 


&_ he is, of hifi. In 'othefthing the gr 
danger of diſappointment, and conſequently of impatienc, 
| is when. he loves them.beſt; but the more. love-we bear 
y Gad, the more love he Terurns: tous, and.communicates | 
Promo the- _ bor to Us. — we are ceriaw 


dre 
E: 


Lepore the Soul, 2 Compen- 
ofs, and the diſcontent th 
may ariſe upon it... - 

2; Becauſe the Heart is farisfied that. theſs loſſes come 
from the hand of him. whom. .he loves, ;of whoſe Truth, 
Wiſdom, Love and Goodnels.] he hath a ance; and 
fore: will. be. delivered, out .in meafure,. upon, nat 
Grounds, .. and for excellent Ends, .. He. ſends an. In- 
ſtruQion;'along with his Rod; and. the; Sr wy L, 
wellin the Rod of God as bis vealf,,,, .. be. 
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bs Becauſe: the Love of God, taking up the mz ” 
pee fren h of the S6ull, leaves but a gentle and 

d Aon to the thin 9%, and wr. 
| of nt eaſie parting 1 or" being, i 

” pa 49 great tumult and beder” that is made in the 
Jad upon Loſſes, Crofles,; og Diſcontents, is not fo much 
ſonthe Incrinfical Value of the things themſelves,but from 
thar'Þ pur -ipok therid ; ere og ore to 
an no + tha the deſervegthe D Diſcontent ; Impa- 
inc#in*theSloſs wobld be very liccle. Our eſt love, 
when it is placed upon God, is placed where it ſhould be; 
af the mind's rhen'in its right fame and temper, and dif- 


Fx] 


Trouble;tharariſerh upon thei Eoſs or Diſappointment, 
out according to their” true value, 'a agreeable to 
juſt meaſure of Reaſon and' Prudence : But when-our 
bne'ls out of his place, it becomes Immoderate'and Difor- 
dy; and _— the Diſcontents thatariſe uporrDiF- 
\ woke itfthe things we — love, become 
Ininoderare, Fxorbitant Diecments, Impatience, and Per- 
arbation of Mind. 
24.” Our Love to God brings' vs to a free Reſignation of 
ar Will to His: For we therefore love him, becauſe 'we 
andude bim'moſt "Wiſe, moſt Bountiful, moſt Merciful, 
molt Juſt;- moſt Perfeft ; and therefore muſt of neceſſity 


 onelade' that his Will is 'the beſt Wil, and fit to be the 


mafere and'rule of ours, and-not ours of his: And in as 
mbch'as we conclude that no Loſs or Croſs befalls us with- 
atthis Will, we do likewiſe conclude that it is' moſt fit 
vibe born&-and becauſs he never wills any thing, but 
on\moſt 'Wiſe and: Juſt Reaſons, we conclude that ſorely 
there are ſach Reaſons in this Diſpenſition ; and we fludy, 
roots and try whether we can ſpell out thoſe Reaſons 
A! 0 F 


_ "S: Wo 


MoprrarionF 


"OF 


a Ip my Creator every final] provocation 
my Fellow-Creature put. me-into pation ? 

/-./2+- Dhe- conſideration; of. che Unreqſmnablenſs of thei 
Nemper an reſpeR of my ſelf + Jt puts nae-into' a- Perturbation 
Fir makes. me unuſeful for = p, ae others, , whileahe 

emper is - upon. .me :.., It: br ſeth, 

thay hes, and/makes meuunkit magna wa 
Conſticution:of Body till the ſtorm be. over:: joan) 
others, my-Impotency: of, Mind, and. is more; 
obſerved by others, than ir can be by my-ſelt; me 
my. Adverſary, when. by: my Paſhen I improve; his lojuy 
beyond' the. value of it, and injure, and torment, and: dinns 
fie my ſelf more by ry own Perturbation, than he cathy 
theinjury he doth: Ir evidenceth a Prevalence of my more 
inferiour and ſenſual part, common to me with the ors 


— 


ſem. Reaſonable and more. Noble: part. - 'Sometimes 
/a"Perſonated Anger, managed with Judginenty'is 
/ "dey eſfceially.in Perſons tis Authotity ; but fich 
V2. iadbger>is/ but a painted-fire, andwithoutiNerturbation : 
; 1 ria Abger :upon Injuties-received, ' or pap 
g's Lebapiaaach them, is always: without any end at 
uo eicher mtended of effetidd {'':Nay; "it 35 an 
t tothe attaining of any[Goad-erid :' betauſe:iic 
the Judgment, and tranſports: Men. i into incdn{iderate | 
Geflures, Words;:iand Aﬀtions: 7 0 | 
{ y:Conſideration- i r4pe& of pehers ; [even of the, yoby: 
widas provoking, It: may be; there are-Inſtrumems, "per- 
ned by God as:hisInftruments, cither-co, corre; or.thy 
me-Peradventure God! harh” bidden Shomei curſe Daoid be 
4 wool violent againit the [nſtrumentyeft peradventute thou 
þ TO the principal-Agent.. Again, many Men'are 
pitiful conſtitution; thatgtheir 2njurics ariſe. fremrwis- 
e of Mind in them: - Shall be angry with them 
Jatauſethey want : that; underſtanding they. ſhould have? 
dndeqer it is very firange to ſee the wekknek. and: folly of 
armature in this Paton, -that- it. will break into:a: Pertur- 
dation. even'' with: Children, Drunken \Mcn; Mad-met, 
Traſts;) yea, very: dumb things: - Witneſs .our:anger-with 
Grds:and Dice,” when their Chances pleaſe us nor ; which | 
fiews the Unreaſonableneſs and Frenzy' ob this Paſſion: - 
+2." There -be- ſome: Ekpedicnts: I, even, whey 
thecoccalion is offered, —_ bY 
ar Carry: always a Jealoukie over thy Pai 3onys and;ia 
in& Watch uponir. Take up'thisperemptory Reſolurien 
and-Practice, | I vi not be angry, -though anupccuſion 'be \admi- 
WH. And-ler the return upon that Reſolution -be- the 
Arba& after the Provocarion given: For if a Mamncan 
aur bring himſelf to this paſs, that he-rake not fire upon the 
Alt offer,/ the Paffion will cool: A Man calls rhen his;Rea- 
'lot about him, - and debates with himſelf : I: zhere-vanſ®'T 
Phabld-be angry ? Or, is there any. good End' attainable by itY Ot 
Fs be, what is the juſt medium, or- fize, 'or meaſure of Anget 
proportionable 
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proportionable to that end? And theſe Confiderations Tiilbeel "Ig; 
(the firſt-on-ſer of Paſſion, and then ir ſeldom'prevails;-gylx7: 
tithe rſt Wave thar carries'on the Perturbation t/h bu 
:end, which if it be broken at the firſt [Serenity 'of Mii 5 
:preſerved with much Contentation; and ſenſe of advanagy + 
/- 2 Take up this Reſolution, - never to'give thy kif lapll...: 
:to be angry, till thou ſecft he juſt Dimentions of the Provdigt I. 
tics: Fitlt; Learn whether there be any ſuch thing wif = 
or no: For many tines we ſhall find that-a falſe repory'@ fl ©. 
a miſ-conception in the Mind, ſets up.the Image of an +. 
Jury,” and preſently -the Paſſion, ſwells upon: it 3 when, i} | 
may be, upon a'due examination; there.1s no ſuch thing 
all... Secondly, Admit there be an'iajtry; | yet learnwhs 
the Circumſtances of it are :. For till that be -known, though 
thou: haſt a-mind;to be angry, thou'knoweſt-not what 
Portion. or: Meafſure.of Anger to allow;; rill :theu know 
the: Meaſure of 'the -injury done. / It |\may: be it /isnat þ 
great; or it may-be it was done by: miſtake; it may:bei iſ 
was done uporr ſome-provocation given by:thee, or athaf 
TD utiderſtood; and then it is not ſo:malicious: and it myhe 
the Man:is coming'to make thee amends, 'of to ask theepw. if ©. 
don: This will give leiſure to thy Reiſon;:tothy Gracej ſl _ 
comein.; and: will-break the firſt ſhock, which the cholerik = & 
blood gives to the Heart, which raiſeth the combuſtion;/and 
then a Thouſand to One it comes to nothing, and eitherd 
preſently, or languiſheth below the name of a Paſſion. - - 
' -3- In caſe of Provecation to Anger by Yards, conhdtr 
this; that there is hothing ſo much gratifies an ill Tongue, 
as when it finds an angry hearer: rior nothing ſo much di 
appaints aftd vexeth it .as, Calmneſs and Unpe C1: 
It1s the moſt exquiſite and innocent: Reyenge in the World 
to: return gentle | words,: or none at: all, to ill Langyiage. 
Buton the. other {ide,: Anger and Perturbation doth notot- 
ly produce what thy adverſary defires, but alſo purs a Di 
cempoſedneſs and Impoteace upon'thee,: that thou becomelt 
Unable to keep ſilence, or to ſpeak” with. that reaſon anda 
vantage thou-ſhouldeſt. 4 4% 


» EeSTRTEE@ESTS TT FEARS FESSSAISST 


BOAKATIVE 


: 


F P 
ot 4 oof 
= ho #1 = 4 
0h 
. - 
OTIS. 
&a 
NP cbs 
4 4 by 
<4 ” . 


TEE 


ons for our Deportment under them; 4 
pou oli D. eller on? of them. ARE... 


ky ; Foy ic < FO” fol that ado poi =S 


N-o92a7- in a geaperets 
Change. ang 


The feaſts of this 


: wy 


ILL; 


the 


gs# A Preparative againſt Aflidtions. 
a Man can bring himſelf under a ſuppoſition he ad Wk 
dition. may. or. A [ 
3. When that ſuppolition is received. -or admitted, et p =, 
being but notional and imaginary, hath not the like ſirens gh a il 
of impreſſion upon the Mind, as that which is velit 
Knſible,7and/fo itf60n afferh ray and hath got ſiftnol 
enough” to hold obit foffany rime yo ch& Mind, ria 
2 due preparation and temper in the Mind for a chang 
3. The preſent Condition, when\'it is grateful to rye 
we are. be the moſt part willing, to to embrace, 
the moſt of it; 'wejhave {not patignce H3= 6 ty 
Abatement to our preſent. Fruition, Sf; (he [4 5a 
fad Conſiderations with i it, as that. it fe change. 
the Mind begins to pur ir elf uÞdn thoughts of a £ 
of a beloyed Candition, ſuch *Replies as theſe do 
flieet with i it; FPhbat : ? ſhall The djit = Z lee 9 he's, 
when I am well 3'Ve | Poor, when "I Fu in = 
when I am in Glory ? make my elf? maſera 5) le I am hap 
ge will be' time eriongh- to "take and bears, that Lot hn 4 
canes, * ' and not" Die, ' or "bean Sithnefs, "Poverty, anal 
by Anticiphitn #2 Sik tale the 'benefir and ſivcerneft” of 

n f5; nd ajbt fours or abate'it by. the privapr 
f a Chonge ;* "gf 5 happens; it with cnne befire 48's weldh 
will thirefore thith''atbitrle\ of it as I may before-himd, iu 
mths" that preſent By iu lordleſs Conteinplirion; which T would 
langly, be freed from, if it "ſkould at all attack me. Theſe! "add 
fuch* Bike Conſiderations: do make Men rather pre ; 
the evil diy" than*put themſeves andeythe ſuppoſition @ it 
pa +: The SEG thar ariſe; eoSoths CANE of Men 

Hh" Sloerſeneſ? From Biking of « 70 
Condfron for a worls, e” very ply: ded * elit 

irhes in apr ous Condition eaſterh i (lf in wot 
1ppo! lation; doth ordinarily 'uſs bit 

it" 'Condition” a_pivily ; moderately', watchfully;'"bit 

other” ile this" incogſtatiey' of s Change" tak 
Mick reofnppriguy'knd confident in thetr Eſtate, volap 


Atom ape Aﬀlitions: of 
qn.that ſhould. allay: kh = 
SM rg Rich,,or.in an 
ous 0 er De oe pe ub bl, nnd 
e400 bop teu LB aa arp 
itFelh,. Shonerhen 8 


or it may be Kin 4 atay ;, Drehs ? "whaz wil then Te 
us Jnmoderation 2. Carry "it along. mith. me 1 blog 2s far t 

awe of. yay -\Cantiition will 20t bear it; and if, with. the 
(i fi ,9up, Contpripny, I do, as I mu, Put off theſe. Fullics 
TP me.in thi, that which FS"2 my. Exceſs, my Sin, 

ey be my. Shame, my Sorrom, and Vexation.. .. 2; fs 

quent. pre-apprehenſian of TAR us Changes F 

the Mind .to.a-right uſe of the ia Condition; ;1 
ira! ly. fitsa Man with ſuch. a [Temper . or Spizit, as 
eames his changed Condition: doth his Change require 
Parienc eto bear. it,. Contentedneſs. under, 4t, Preparedneſs 
we it, he, hath learned this i in.the Theory, . and bath them 
ad; up. ready, to.be put in: ure if ocealian call for them: if 
heye. be no, occaſion to, practiſe them, hey are. no. bur- 
ben ;, but Fa there: be, he hath put him if to School xo 
1 Hon, by. Premeditation before it.comes, and is ready 
dexerciſe thoſe Virtues when i it comes. | But-on the other 
; .2 Mari. that being, in a condition of, Proſperity, never 
Furs hint under x fad Thaughts of. a Change e of, his 
ſent Happineſs, if ſuch a Change. befalls him, he'is At 
Wits end;. he is ſurpriſed, and gverwhelmed With, it ; 
eknows:not how to bear it, but. falls i intq Impatience, or 
.vety. Soul:dies within him ; he-is taken. before he is pre- 
qaced, .and note of. thoſe Diſpolitians, : or, rather , Niſtem- 
$85. of Mind; har. were bred. up upon his former Condi- 
Sol. will ar all. ſerve the preſent, but rg diftradt, and dif 
ate, and perplex  him;-as his former Pride, Haughtineſ 
l fd, (Qreaineſs of... Spirit, 5 TPErarenes, Lag 3 . 
5h Y 


parat Pe djantt AMiTions 


A fo ah being at all ferviceable"and ufthiy 
ith, that they are as nl OY oy Hazes "and Furks wy Wy 
Trent him; and the ience;' and Conte 
dels; and Ty and Calmieſs of 'Spirit, whigh 
of "abſolute necelfiry for his preſeht Chaiige, he & 
how to attain 'or uſe.” Tis a miſcrable, lane Fr ery 
| ed Improvidenee,” for k- Man then t6'be Farning 

ifrues, when the prefent'neceffity calls for the uſe the 
43t-1s like a ThicFv who i is: W learn to read' When he bh 
pray bis Clergy. | 

It" is A ford” "% Wot nſeful- id ofa Cotirſs ts 
Men *in Profferity* to take "up 'the frequent Conteniplatias's 
"heir Change: gn 'when' rhe rrue'Profeifion'of theGf 
*pel in this Kingdom: 'was under Perfecution,” was uſe0th 
*pat-his Finger 'nto'the 'Candle'to iniire hindfelf the bank 
"ro kmdergo Martyrdom, which he at Jength” ſuffered, 
-Gbly with more Reſolution and Patience, than (if he %h 
'ojnted that Experiment. And ſorely this pradtice wry 
"tience would be with more Eaſe, 'and,no lefs Advanitage;t 
*2n the time of our external Happineſs we did ſorneritnes,an! 
"oftentimes, take" up ſuch ſerious: Contetnplations as thi, 
"bolts reference to Death, 'and other exrernil' AMitions; 
"T'an now alive* and: well, but 'T camer but” know char Yam 
"mortal and muſt die,and Thy own Reaſengand every day's Experience 
rel me, that my frme & very uncertain und caſnats a fmalD;- 
"femper" or Diforder in any little Vein or Artery, @ little Cold;'s 
"Jattle Meat undigeſted, may caſt me into'a ; mortal Difeaſe ; - a Crum 
* $oug afece, 4 contagious Air, the Fall of a Stone" on me," or of me 
K-75 Stonte, "may ſuddenly" rake away my life. "There are ſnob 

& Cafttalties that may be mortal to me," that it 1 no 
* "time F-ſhindd" die,” bit it that T live. | Wbtt if it ſhould ple 
bo, by ary Diſe aſe or Accident, born Ul call rhe- to avediane 
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Thoughts 
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houghts As Sek. "often and feriouf] entreated, would 
iten a Nag's Death, but would much amend 


Fo 37 w 

ws: fs 2-43 and keep the Soul in” right Order 

er, « am now 7 Health and Strength, Free 
Pans; a if: I am. not cut off by « an wntimely & 

muſt ex} TY Diſeaſe. and Pains will lay. bold of me ;, 

oth 4 ; Tae Fever, or languiſhing 'Conſianption, 'or Fo 

a'D Died s 2a) Take the nights long, « and the days the. 
lace v Dies, al WY I eat. wr drink, infipid, every 
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ag flyer or Arigil to the common” ock. of that Dif- 
s, fot $o ich T mutt | Golfer.” jow am I furniſhed | with Patience. to 
ion 3 Can T amend it "wy "Jelf.. that Frowg” dreſs, Unquizt- 


alt Me pate "and Imp Hence that I Behold © im others in the 
by 6c ? "Pdieve it, Sickneſs is not the'btteft time either 
:Virtue, or*to make our Peace with God: it ls a 
"at Difterp "and Diſcompoſedneſs :” thoſe mult be 
len Han iled before-Sicknels comes, or. it will be 
| very difficult | to do it alter. Again, I'am Tom 
E ip 042 A ealth ; but Riches many 1 t1rmes make- ehem- 
L og. and mt away ;, 4 Thief, ar 4 Robber, 4 Plunder, 
# Stqueſtration, 4 Falſe Information, or a- falſe ( 
of Times, or Caſualties of Firs or Yar, Oppreſſin 01 from 
— xt "of Tumule. from. thoſe | Leneath, the. Chaldean or the p 
_ ade ah, F Word or Aftion mi. underſtood: miſ- . apprebended, or 
'Þ imeerpreted, and a thouſand Contingences, may take away 7 
* Wealth ; fo that 'T may ſtand' and ſee. my Servants. afrivg 
4"; "my Childre utterly unprovided. or, my felf m. Extremi- 
64 God Wa : ſo that 1, that have! rel; zeved Thouſands, "miſt be 
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" f ments; but are-ſent; for ligher.ends; yet ir is molt. cerpyn, 
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wider AMiion'it RIF. -1f thou haft net'a'P, Heir + DHS 
yabecardfulin thy Proſperity thou Jae} he 
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weeient- to top and anticipate the" malig ity of ie” fromi 
mingling with thy Affliction : Before Afflictions come, 'be 
fire thou break. of +hy' Sinby Repentance. Every Sifi leavesa 
ind &f Poiſon in the Soul and there ir many times lies raked 
ip UlFatt evit day comes;and then it begins to work fomepur- © 
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and.in neither thou canſ}-take any Comtfort,.. If thou ſo 
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Wo: 4 LS bog tha bath Pe He poke 8 Maya, 
y.; t ath. in end:can 
Mu Bp 43 ade ew he hath under his greateſt Nw 
the Le ee orb and ExpeCtation, of a Deliverance. 
.6/ But yer. cher, \Gain , Aſſurance, of thy Peace with Gol 
; @.Chift, and cnſeguel of Hy furnry Hoppineh:; and be free. 


nſed to extream nd onde 64x porboa Iam" bechins 
we better than" Vagabond upon” the. Barth, for "the" i 
caig of Brea or at "beſt"am "eiven tots" berdeft ending 
ſordid imploymenes that canbe- confiftent” with lihefty for yi 
Plies of Neceſſaries, and and if by chance my own ſweae or other Ohh 
rity fopph me toidiy;” I'canmee imagine-what ſhift #0: make fi "ty 
marrow; and if this were'a condition to which Thad. bronheri 
in which I-bad been bred; uſe might have made it #nff. and fam 
baz it is not ſo; Tam fallen into this lot tornditivin from a plentis 
fill and liberat:condition, "wherein I had" my Table: crowned with 
plenty; and at”I wanted-not Charity t6 "employ wy Plenty," fi 
Jereow Plenty to ſupply my Charity: Again; Twas in the pres 
tion aud *Efteem among 'Men that may be; burn! 
1: Halen wnder che ſaddeft, the baſeft Sear and Oblogin, ini 
y «h; ani Ipputation” that can be, "and 1 this without E] 
-: My Enemies: triumph” over me *witt Seorns, | Deriſuih 
ed Exprobrarin my Former Friends beſtow ipor Me a ſear 
PIFPIY: that is more bitter than the upbt; 5" of 7 Be 
wies'; the abjeRts quid tre s of the People A how 
| and: the Calumnits'” am - which i; wha pp yen a ner, 
that none dares be my Advocate, ' Vir" the filens Tiftimony- 
ogon Conſcience and Innocence. Again,” under. all theſe preſſures it 
had been foine allgy if Fwere but a Cirhzen of 'the Fyorld; that 
had but WO liberty to fuſue the Place of my ſerine, and 208: 
ys 


_ | Packs ap 2inff — To7 
uit hott Huſpten WL dias corey off che World; but in 
; ty eden from me, at Tas 
ba ae, Ninking confines of @ 
of Light, peu Hel or 

J, than flch as halts ny I 

rs aid Ph, and the mo, ere 
"nid only under reins of « lat 


[ N. edneſ3, and" Cold, and continual 
| itions"s 'Warle ro follow, _ if worſe: 
mdz be: Again, Lrvgh and painful, arid tarmenting Di 
"5 tþbri my 'Bodh, *o part of my Body free from pazn, 
« Wate. affords wie ' eaſe, no Cordial gives me comfort ; my 
oh ſbort avid þ pariful , and oven loathſome' unto my ſelf; my 
Mafines wid bs tbeary with exfeBtation of a Deliverance; my 
Wt faite; atid not able t ſupport its weak, ond languiſhing mi 
og [uh Frome” ne and not able +6 receive or digeſt the muſt. 
nf meat my exhauſted, coiſumed Bi Body ſtanding in need of 
Wy, and py uhable to receive it ;, my Intrails parcht and 
6hi # with buthing beat, which is "nevercbbleſt che more increaſed 
Pobat which ſhould alli it ; my Limbs av Fonts, and Atteries 
ti aid racket with rermenting Con lions ; my Sleep pos if or 
wire rroibleſorne, that if I were avaked, 70 Pore, n0 place af: 
Wing me eaſe br "map the Adrning wiſh it were Nig, 
od; gay oo Jong for the Morniz DEG Bot gp 
eaf "hs riſe, and then SOL I canhot bear it, 
F; luſt  peſemts lie dvwn, importunately longing for thu or that 
tat jt hen T have. it, loarhing the very ſight of it: h jo 
be hols maſs of ny Blood corrupret, and. ny whole Body a 
if pirefattion, et and corruprion, loarhlome to my ſel - 
ibert, 8 very Cartaft bound to 4 loving Sdul, tired with her bur 
en bxquifiely Jenfible of it, unable either to bear it or dbboner 
ber ſel 'of 2. Theſe be forte of thoſe fad attendants that ac- 
cotnpatty this conditioth, and jt may be all thoſe Calargities 
fal x than at once;, ropether with the lols. of Friends, or 
 RAations; a5 iti the ciiſe of Job ; 2nd, then what re- 
'to detonate £ ng + perfectly miſerable, [i Sy 


108 "4 yy cut 
calamities. of this, World can do. it.? B 7 any. ar 
all. of thoſe Preſſures 1. Br C [36 und and aff 
rance, _relt upon my. Ope 0 ep ity, the 
thouſand more External miſeries wil .not.c he 
but calie: When I can upon ſoon: | 
Fiences prattically entertain. my ſelf 


* with ſuch thoughtzy 
theſe. 1: is true, I am & miſerable in E: xternals. as the fp 
make me, but in the midſt of all my pak Loſſes and. 
.ty, I have in my proſpett a Kingdom, prepared for mes that canny 
be ſhaken, a Treaſure in Heaven above. the .. lice "and So . o 
Men and Devils, and after a few days "ſpent .i in my, foor.. File Tm 
mage through this World, I ſhall as ſurely «poſſe fs i 5 its as if 1 
already aftually aoofle] in it; and as this Hope doth Way 
ſharpneſs of my paſſage, ſo in my arrival, to my Happineſs, mj 

ſent ſuffering will make my future reſt mote welcome, why Imp 
of Light and Comfort, that thi Hope . dares into. my Soul, wil hr 
lighten my darkeſt Night here, ant walk along - with me to mm Jo 
naan, when Hope ſpall be ſwallowed up in Viſion, and Fruition., 
.the midſt of all the Storms and Reproaches, and. Vits lefymngs ti batt | 
FPorld beaps upon me,. I enjoy the C omfor table. Preſence. and ti 7+ 
wour of God 'in my Soul, and bn Suffrage, . and. Atteſtation, . 

a Area of my Innocence, which doth ag, more emu 


ATT EEE 


os I the midſt of my 6 Jig and ke R. Gokag 1 Fo 
that comoerſe, which the ſtrifeſt guard, the ſtrongeſt Bars camet 
exclude: . T haze the Preſence and Converſation of my | Savor 3 =, 
Chriſt, and his bleſſed and Sacred Spirit, which doth cure an 4 
heal - the noiſonmeſs, and ſupply the retiredneſs of my clieſt & 
Nraints ; and thu company makes my Priſon a Temple,  whereznl 
can with his Bleſſed Apoſtle, with a Chearful Heart, magh: ife 4 m 
God ; my Soul and Minds at liberty and free in deſpight of C Gates 
of Braſs and Bars. of Iron. I the. midſt. of all my Pains and 
Sickneſs (A and the tedious declination of 7; Body fo its PEA ao 
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ea into the Company 'of Saints "and Ah 
Fry Nin bickneſs; "Ho? Sorrow, nor Pain, nar 
[gt "T, Fat meer-with boſe Friends and Relations 
"IT, 6 Fre"int the Ge ng hope." 'T look upon theſe 
7 "Pains, "avid Hebvieſs, « 7, ati atid Vedkntfe,” as the Harbingers | 
We di ao which all pit an end'to them, and begin my 
joe? ; and berei upon T bear thein nit oly with Patience, but 
We, (the greater” their Violence #5, © the [boner they will finiſh 


h , buſunefs,” akd” red |, away thu mortal 'corrapted Carcaſs from 


, ortal Sou) und 'tven in the Trſtant of my difſolution' can, © 
liths che of my Faith ſcorn the bleſſed Angels ready to tranſport 


| my Goul, cleanſed by the*Blhod of Chriſt, - into the joys of Heaven, 


an my bleſſed Redeenict Planding "off che other fide, as it were, "of 
this dead Lake, ready to receive me; "and 'Irad'me into thoſe Hea- 


genly Manſions of Ret and Happineſs; which" be went before to pre- 


pare for me. This Hope and Aſftrance, as it makes the beſt 


things of this World,” in their beſt appearance and dreſs, but 
+ rings -and* =_ & nothing” $6 it makes the worſt 

ps that the World &' Mortality cart inflict or faffer, light 
and-eaſy; For theſe: light Afflitions"which are but for a moment, 
purk for u afar more ' exceeding and” eternal weight of Glory : 
phile we look, nov at the things which are ſeen;' bir as the things 
which are not ſeen: For the things that are ſeen are Temporal, but 


the things whith are not ſeen are Eternal. '2Cor: 4.17, 18. 


Theſe be ſonig' of thoſe Preparations that will admirably - 
ft-and'prepare' us'to'rnect' with *AfMiAians; and in them 
theſe-rwo things are to be remembred.'  ' 

- Firſt, That we do nor only' content our ſelves with No- 
tions! and bare” Speculations of theſe things, but"thar we 
ef aftieally digeſt them into our Hearts and Reſolutions, 

they be'but (notional only, "AMiftions, when they 
come, will-eafily -rend and defeat theſe Notions. '' I have 
n many! Mer that have had'very excellent 'Notiotis 
of this kind;-and- could diſcourſs'excellently'c of them'; nay, 
could urge them very effeftually/upon 6thers,": but When 


_ anylittle Crofs hath overtaken thein, - ne have beeti-quite 


pd ba all Patietice and Comfort,” and as much to'ſeek hows 
Gg3 ra 
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to entertain it, a5 thoſe. that had. never. known any. ſack; 


ances and Realprings ta ſypport the Mind is Aﬀittiog 
Platarch de Aniree Traugaili ave, tclls.us, That he ther hath, 
learned the Nature obrhe Soul, and chinks 06. by. Dank 
it ſhall attain a Fay or ar leaſt nat..a worſe. candiany, 
hath a great freedgm trom fear of Death, and: no fenall wig. 
rica to. attain Tranquility of.mind.in his-life, And many 
73s. Re ns ble er En 
y Tux. Put when the Jaffer came. 4048; exquilite appre.. 
henhon. of bis danger.froms 4n:þaw, his Philoſophical Nails: 
ons and Contemplatians were too weak-to bear-up his mind; 
2gainft thoſe Fears ;: and therefore in a; Epiltle;: 
Lib 1.0. to Atiquy he writes to him 40.this effedt : Ifrhey. 
bave any thing to congfyrs wes gather it_us and, Write f wot dub; 
of Learngng or Books; (far I have theſe hero with-we.) Sed nab 
cio quamodo imbecillior eſt 'medicina quam morhus : But þ: 
know, not bew it comes to paſs, the Phyſick 4s tan weak; far \thix 
Difeaſe:, And Fob, | though a Wiſe; and 'Exparienced Man, " 
and bore up pretty, well in his Afictions,, yer his Friend! 
Eliphas tells. him, and that aruly, Fob. 4..- 8:5, Behold thoy baft: 
mfprifted many; undehou hat ſtrengrhned che weak Bundy; but 
mam it. 3s\ come \upon thee, | than frinteſss fo, Men: nay: havd\ 
excellent 'Thearies to lyppart in Aﬀfition, - and. can apply: 
them. ro. others in; thar; coditjon, whb Canis doxtgriy! 
and adyanrage ;. yer when, the caſe comes. g6.be! their awa 
their Spirits lank wnder them becauſe; thaſe' Theories many; 
tines, Hate: in the Underſtandiog, hut, a5engt digalics 
deeply and practically in.the Heart, \--; to ons [1 


ap, Whatever. you dog! gin sbjv Habie: and Fiingen 
of Ming,  Attuate,. and Exerciſe. -your Faiths: thike:even 
| your 


2 een "ws. x11 
7 fock: | Sour RE Wk per} Paact ani, AMMHS FaRd the” 
| &r oe 6h = oa M ty, ind SE ulertns 


4! SN 


Y. 
Wis Ls 
. "Ini We 


| hu Fe EY but ; Pept bs 7a Ain. 
cernin! olit A 8 ARE 
a the be ; NOIDA Ah} tn, 
7 ao $7: 2d Kd 4 Cal ;# 
your Aids. aſati, aid Diuty, toe 30 4 TIP frat 
nd temper of Motletation ; for Ni Dogon 
when it arh lalh gl ly Beth 
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a Mii, wiltprobably” 
ple rn 6+ by PR = 
reals, and Aildrier'the Sol,” and fltic to 


Then Trtimioderate Atiftr; vr Miieyiedy, 
| nr Sorrow, vr Fear Me out, rt" Mien ther 
: e ley able'to bear far the Fitiire, Yhd odly  thnits 
Fs El ed that Inimoderation and Diftethper ar firſt; &. 
ther in, Thoughts,or Words, and Attions, chit the  ar6 Bt 
xy for after, and 1 draw upon cheriſefves a Uouble trouble. 
Firſt 20 jepenit of their folly and irtinoletitibni and theh'to 
Tit themſelves for ſuffering; it throws tidre prdins of Sin in- 
Ne a (99) makes it Heavier,, wid nal 
beriwile ir wauld be : "Atd after ju; 
"Exorbltahcy of Palſian upon the Huſt in- 
& Oka, a Mair hath niuch ato to bring hink- 
d right. tid due retniper. "This Was 5b; ale, bin 
uy of his AMidtioh he flicfour Hits mote [ihpati- 
11 order, thi | all rhe Yelt of "the" rite ; - " there- 
G=;: bg atid fe t on keep thy: mind in tetnper, and 
| Gg 4 check 
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reurt 
; irdly, ; Make Needy, an In Zh as thon 
7 own Nate, Es Fr the += his Fl nay 
be; Lee mi ſearch [4nd _ try. our ways, . 18. the Yoice of eve 
ition; and commonly every. Affittion, upon any pe 
"Jon, ,that lies under any Sin unrepented. of, and. not for 
ken, ſoon. leads the Conſcience to point our that. Sin; 
indeed moſt Afitions in ſuch a. caſe carry upon-chem the 
very, Inſcription. of the Sin, | and bear ſome, Analogy or. Pe 
portion 1 with it. Adonibezek;s Crucky, and David's $ Adul 
_ IV», Were, as it were, written in the puniſhments they fi 
| qo ,.and; might calily bring then. to their remem iT 
790k 
If thou ſuffereſt in thy Eſtate, conlider ; whether Ell er. [ X 
FIN: World] inels, and | Coveroulnch, 59 1. OF Con | 
| Fay in thy. Wealth, Went not, bt Ef ore; If oy 1 
1 nas: et Ho 
LE iy wes L Ep et. by hn, y lt 
[v0 NIgh ,Hpon Hy ot bh rolles.” 
BE 02 OY oy, 


F1 6 y, if pci arch ho fel by Heatt nf 
o Brake vlear; look uport this AMidtion'as 4 D on ter 
Ap and with all Humility ſubmit” 6 'bi. band: and 
i that the moſt-Wiſke God" ſents "iz; for molt” wiſe 
blight og ſeſt nor- any Enorrmity in thy IF thir 
r deferye it} It maybe ir. is to exerciſe thy Parlefice, 
with, thy Papettnce upon Hhith': Tr mar Wa 
© chat fore Tetpptation | is like to' meet with” 
ne Corruy on is growing in thee, that thoudoſFnot j 
"and'he ſends this Mcllenger to"divert the one, and 
yeht the" other-:-ftudy to improve this 'AMiRion, to 
| Wo - and here thy ſpecial dury'i is Patience td 
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TN carfſf-of thy Sufferin 's for Rightcouſheſs 
ing a *good Conſcience, : 'for the honour of 
"Ap Mig to 'the rect , and that this } Is fr 


Y, Bur © tay be, upon this "OY thou I 


> "that 

Ty wh aling It 

B Jett are Ye, F Men per cute y0n fo 

rouſneſs fake. * ' Suffering! for', gr under \Nacch. $5130. 

' coriimitted, requires thy Repentahce and Humiliari- 

on, for it is 4Judg ment": Suffering withoat any, Sin before- 

"Hgrially* uiring ir, a þ thy Patience ant Vigt 

Ente; iris an Afﬀtiction ; bur ſtffering for the Telinoty 

WH Good Conſcience, requires thy "Roping ir't is.4 Per- 

Feadoh:" But beware thy Heart deceive thee Tor”, and 
BY thee believe thou f fuffereſt for'a' Good" "Conſcience, 

90> when 
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#þt FELL i bns: bo: Wo hes 


Ia = | Arr ans; rh, 


z Wers:: Let bim alone, it uy be the Lord 4 of Mb com 
Aon Carſe. | It may be «oy on s-: 
Malice and t, and: 4t may be thou. po p/ ng ok pt 
_ Ons oh Affliction everi from the hand of Gala 
&& be nat Vandicative :agaiaſt the laiteument ; the ob Wea; 
Gods Errand, . though he veat. his own, Malice: nt 
God's ; Mellage, and leave the Revenge, to.him that, = y 
reſerved i a t0 himſelf. as. his own Prerogarive ;. an and, it mou 
be, be will bura the Zoo! when ke oh, done with.s, Mibou 
Nether ſtorm at tdi prvyap: i may be thou: *t and 
deſerved it, though thou thee it.;,or chou halt.my, i"; 
give leave to thy great Soveraiga to deal wich his Crean 
45 he pleaſerh, and put thy mouth.iothedyR,;.... ...- 
'E19 ly, Receive, it. Thankfulp,, as wells: Ha 1} bes 
Know, that it 6s. ſeat. from the moſt-Wile and Merl off 
God ; whar he doth, he doth upon malt excelleat Graz 6 WH 
ao Realons, I may. be.it.is PreroungF Phylgk, 4 aguint Yip 
fo Mes feos be it is; fo Improve Wa 
ended, ad gn an. evidence, tha Yo 

: |; it maybe it.is 0 way! 

.thee from, the ms ic any be-ir is to, fix and qualike the 


for 2. greater Bleſſing, and. to give _thee. a. capacity 4 i 


ccive and bear ſuch a Beneht, which, without the Prepts 
Tat100 


& he 4 Gadzand: wuſt his Tidve; be ae *Fe' I 
ak SOIEIOT vet WII anything 
TIT "Thanks, th6u im: 
| the Snake of : Beroney Lent eas an” 
; we it Falts; and'bo/ Thankful ty/hit ar "all 4dvanttives. 
2 | of Wormmwood would notbERHkchd] ts > From 
[Ss or , birdhdt his" Love'and dl 
Ds ing] The! tough 
atſte'che one or- hook Kg. 

pp tend x14 bw LOT: 
bh Sons, thou”hafſt reaſon 6: ba ped for" it 
zeFrait:of thine own Plant, the thine own” 
"02 doe: rho living Main plas? Mer tp 
n of bg 8? "'Fhou' baſt-procured ito tliy wee 
Xt Fantonte to-beky ih6:ifſuc of thin6 owin'way.” 2; Bear it” | 
"} Fain fieach pos waight juſtly have been worſe; 'arid/tnore ſevere 5 
| accet ſomewhat thac another- enjoys , "Bur baſt not 
4 iow \Gmewhat that another wants ? thou haſt loſt a Gonſj- 
ind ae 6f:1bj: Kidd," But that" chow #15t Smitwhat” 
a7 ar, if hou haſt loſb alt, Haſt thou" nor (HL thy 
ith, and thy: Limbs,” that way ſapply thy Neceffities' 
Whine Labours?: thou haſt loſt-thy Limbs , or thy 
walk; Bur-doſb thou: not enjoy: thy" Senſes,and thy Un- 
Sagging / and Reafon ? thouthalt loft thy Repuration', 
Bike) and Efteery in the World ;- Bur Fat rhbu' hot 
FS lnwpricy and Uprightneſs, the: Witneſs, and Sercity , f- 
» Ya Peace of thine wn Conſcience? the halt folt many 
EX $y tear Relations, \But halt 'rhou nor ſome left Þ thou 
Eyiliced with Sickneſs ind Pain, But haſt thou not' ſen 
Naw rhat have lad more' acute, -and' leſs ftrenoth''to bear” 
+ en, and” los hopes to: be delivered! from them, - and 1efs 
EF to-ſupport them ?' bur,' ſiippole ” thou! haſt loft al 
thy 


| FUE. -Aqd would't thou cxchangs. this He 
| werura of all thy; :Fomporal/Comforts-and 2 
elicyc.it,. That: Mans,condicion cahoot be-ekquilitely 
ble, where. there. Sy SY * 17, 
3 ;Hops'.8 £ QUE= 
= can afford,: or iafl2; 'A-; Hope,.that is ſc 


wo; Eravieg, by how mark. che-greater thi Þ 
| nn whegthou doifb:deferve;the' 1k "PN fon 
thay bak reaſog: ito; be»Parient,. if thbu.doilt 'enjajilly bu, 
thing; the Interragation'of- the! Prophtt is pathetical::i ml %: 
Fa the living Man complain;#: 4 Man for:vbe Puniſhment $ kb 
Sin2, Where there is:4ife, there is. Hope ; and, for' ul ON 
Mag; to complain.while.he'is yet living, carries with itt 
Conyidtion.: of the-Lnreaſonablench. of-; his Complaint a 
caxle. he .injoys frmaewhar Jthat | yet." he; deſerved .to i 
3--; Rear it! ; patienslgg- becauſe !;r 4 (bn/t ſore 3 thou Kr \ | 
never.ſo ſharp, z.may-be,chat the, farte.Gad- that 
or permitted. ; at, is-at"this jo(tanc reſolving; to rurn thy:.Gp'N 
wvity; to give thee-Beauty. for Aſhes 2 And:iwhat an uy. 
mly thing will thy Impatience:be? :How. 
will: the remembrance of it be to thy Soul 
thy condition? How 'much wile thou; poo oi 
thy. return of the undecency of thy .carcigge-under. rnd 
fiction: ? I amperſwaded there was: nothing,.more-ſowel | 
74s returning - Proſperity, than the, remembrance afild i 
| Eg Mrmying and:lmpatience under the. vilitiog bind 
God. n » fuppole thy; Aﬀliction, wait,upy 
xy -ull thy un olution,.. yet it. 1s thut'a Night, butt 5 
Hour. of Afflichion. +; Lhis/Night, and this Hour, will 6d Þ - 
to. thy. Life,;/ and this life of ,chine. is: bara Span y/aal |} * 


the Day wick: dawn, and the.Sun:will ariſe, candidly 
i£ion;,will yaniſh and neyer, retura [again,. /4;:Beiedb 
patiently, Becauſe. thy  Pgtience-will ſhorten-cby Afition The 
PA and ;lmprovement:of-.thy- Parience- 4s; one po 
[3 b 
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6 4 'Sherp beſos Shrarers 45 dum; fo bt opored* 


a Tito awe paring Jos 
bis: Wilt:t6 his-Father,” Novwy #8 
ACRE AR 9 Pad 
was- 2 
ſor ep/Peadkice, 1/71 Bavy''i phtiorly, "Bb-ieus” 
Mae nan 4oma)-aregh emboli 
hk ome a care flomann and=rhis- 
aldbration enough ev rucor thee 4: an Tavis 
"Ok 1 heiigiths; Diſpenfiion of: God who is bifenier” 
a an Goode; »- ore-i0 is-)moſt'certain,” 


Yo mt ew cud: br eye 
Srelariog: of's inſt Tenders Packer thine” hart> the verF® 
walk Mercy, "Goodnoliy. an Liove-tonusy cite his" 

' Childywhhetr | 


ig J tal be-in* A 4: 

its 9 abfohuce: Lord," hit hath wor: wrrveveth 
vitvg tharkis' bony; VINGS- x fffierent” 

$i thowowelt wr infinite bjectivns hit,” foie 


d : 2h bom: dp. abas fiemeth, hingead. . Arg. 
ry grout get ger Gob's AﬀliQions are: fan th 
Inn 

Our as: T4319,” out; of 
Sore by then he learned ir, ; agd.abborred_-h 


Mev, Exams Hah Feat, re rue me, Ng; key 
him never theleſs find. of his H/calth or Hemour,-or ſame otber Jig 
fing3 1b #vitl- give. loave to Evil, Men, :bv,Evil Angels (8 ont 
the: caſe: of: w19. ſervant. Job): wo {pol biin | of Wealth, and anh: 
biz j1t0-Difgrate 3, and'T will: obſerve, (ys <arriage-and deportmty; 
_—_ rm ct T. har ape 4t will ke yer. 1 will may, 
0p! conſpicuous both yo! Himſelf, "Ag Angels: 
hy. Deportment be: nat c anſwerable ps Frafafian, if, fry 
axainft my Providenep, : ar. uſe untrorely Meanecto, free -bimligh. | 
groje Joparient andiDiſardgtly jnder is, I,will make his folhons NN * 
ſieuauts; end ſend more and ſharper Vilipations. yneo him, fillaki Nl | 
fre of Afftitions hnth, bronght. him ta bis. due $emper of Patights 
Eumnility,.. Submiſies 10997 Will, Dependanee upota ny Powey, uh 
Reftion,ta my Sovereignty : But if gn chew fie 1,fee him Jngh, 
ble:himelf. under. my hand,” Submit 44 py FE; Fufrifit 1h 
Sufferings,, Patient under chem, and Waiting 9, time ta be-dplp 
vered from: them, 1 will. exhibit. bim before Men and re it 
« Pattern of Patitnees.. and, I will make hink. as: Signal, is a 
lever my brute Remiogy is he Rateence. ...,Sup z 
coul $7 bene fo 8; Deron and ſee | 
gors of thy : Deportment, bow would{t thol, wn 


—— 


af 4 Bepiracie ap Aﬀlifkions. tzr 
hl compoſe thy ſelf with. all Patience, and, Contentedneſs, 
h þ 7 meſs, and Reſignation: of thy elf under the moſt 
+ Affliction 2 And how litle wouldſt thou dare in 
þ.s Preſence to. diſcover, er ſo much. as-.entertain any 
g. or... Imparienr Thought? Afure thy . ſelf, 

+ thor caſt riot with a bodily eye behold this "Grat | 

- a4 Woarld. bctiolding thee, While thou; att. in this 
ol ene of Affliction, yer: he bcholds.and obſeryes thee, and 
| | a mation; of thy Soul ; and- the. Glorious , Angels, 
theweh they . cannot look / into-. | the ſecret | retirements 


| Et: by. Thoughts: yer; they. behold: thy.extern 
nt, and are grieved, {ry cs gy rj 


&-H, onour. of. Sir and thy Lord, and ate glad to: behold 
IDeportmene fuirablero the Ends and Gloty of their Lord « 
| Nas the Evil Angels, . which, writate; and provoke thee to 
rs pat ce, are pleaſed.and gratified it they effe&..it, , and 
kemed 'and vexed if they. are inted in. it. | Pe- 
rei, ina ignal and emninenc degree of Proſperity or Ad- 
- ery, thou art like a Mar upoii,a HageR ſpectacle expoſed 
lathe view of, God,. Men, and Angels, and Deyils ; let 
ty carriage therefore be ſuch, asiif thou did(t fs viſbly be- 
hold thy SpeCtators, .; as they - a do ſee m. w. 
" thus thou art to. bear thy adlicion pate 
findeavout to.uſe r proficabh ; arid belides thoſe 
ka fe .mentioned, add to them theſe inſuing.. . a Sear by 
th im to have a juſticſtimate of the World. Aiftion pulls of 
to fine! gay Cloths from the World, by which in. og 
My ir” deceives us, and. renders it; as. it 1a Vain, Empty, 
[ez ſes World / Gr From, that, Dt ns 
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122 A+. Prepatative agninfÞ-AfﬀliGivns.. 


but when «Mr the advantage of AifiiQtons Gay ts” 


<his' Principle into his' Jlidgment, commvnily it abides, af 
moderares the love-oFthe* World, noewithſtanding __ 


. arti of rhe Comforts Hd advantages of theWorld. 21 
| 1 


up thy beart” ina" ependa ce 14p0N God's Power and Al-farhe 
ency to deliver" thee fron Aﬀfisttion, or to ſitpport” thee nndas 
and _abditr by ObſefVation' dad Pipe ehtR; Got chis'Thy 
pendarice int thy” Judginent, and Choice. It is moſt 
wain;/that almoſt -every "Man, as lobg as he can haveay 
thing to lay hold of belides will make that his Dependaji 
The-Sick' Man will/depend/ upon Ris Phyſictart; the Tay 
poverifhed'Man upon H DT ne EE; but wh 
there” is' nothing "el{&to «reſt upoh,”theh Mien will to that 
Prayers, with t 1 Marthicry in the Stori''; but this being 
bir at AR of Neceifity'45'# riſerh upon Necellity, oo 
niſheth with it ; 'When'the Neceſſity is over; and other 
| Peridances'come to Hind, We are apttothrow- off our"De 
petidance upon God? *Labbur therefore for an Experimen 
tal and Judicious Defiendaice upon God? Sothetimes in AF 
fictions. We begin t6'WAin it; but' the beſÞwiy is ro begin 
to entertain' ſuch”? Dependince before-wetare driven'to i, 
andthen*theNecetty>of our Afﬀliftions will faſten an 
mmprovet; thar-ir will ck with'us after: 4. By thy Affifh 
ons learn tvvoalne alitfinirov thy Hope und Afſiirince of Everliſt 
ag Eift:* And, indeed"thyNecelfity” now doth' ina fpethl 
ner drive theeto and it is a great End of God's ſends 
6 AV;tiohs hatin tity drive us off from the'claſpingr 
Spratt World,” aid thereby carty* ris/ over to the ia! 
BAY our Etna Condition.” Thy Wealth is gore! 
a thy, Honor arid *Repiititron is' ſunk 'M4blaſted, 'and 
thy Fri ds haveForlzken'ther, and thy "Body: is mould 
rig to duſt androttenfiefs,%nd/thy Soul fits hovering upon 
thy 'Lipsready to take her flight, and all thy hold of this 
_ prefenit'Ufe is lecken and-gone, fo that thou haft nothing 


a {54 


riqw to lodge and faftenthy Hopes upon, but the Promiſes 
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of Fverfafting:Lif;"&hy- intereſt in Chrit;" the Hope of 
Tip ai.nbw; Fever, the things will be we: 


|, .4 Preparative azainf? Affittions. 123 
"FF ame to thee. God hath ſcattered and. broken all, other 
| Confdencies ; improve this Unum Magnum, this one thing 
xctary, that alone doth ſtand by thee, when all things 
i forfake thee, and will acccompany thee in and through | 
feath it ſelf; and fx in thy Heart ſuch 3a value upun this 

that hath been thy only Comfort, when all others forſake 
thee,. as not to. let go the valuation of it, though thy 
 - tin Proſperity ſhould return unto thee. | 
+ Eleventhly, air God's leaſure for thy Deliverance out of Af 
Hon, and »ſe no Unlawful Means to be delivered from it. | Ute 
baſe. or unworthy Compliances. with the World, either 
by difhmulation or flattery, or violence, or falſity, to. ex- 
meate thy ſelf ; for char will either intangle thee worle, or 
leaſt add Guilt to thy Sufferings. And above all, avoid 
ar accurſed temptation of ridding thy ſelf from thy 'Trou- 
$ by putting an: Eid to thy own life ; for thereby thou doſt 
.once rwo great \Evils; an Evil of extream Folly and \Mad- 
wþ to exchange a, Temporal Inconvenience by running the 
hazard of an Eternal Miſery ; for the very fame Impati- 
ace and Perturbation and Anxiety of Soul, that puts thee 
pon ſuch an accurſed Reſolution, goes with thee into the 
other World with a great Improvement, of it, and makes 
by Soul in its Separation. inftinitely--more vexed and tor- 
mented than it was before in the Body ; and an Evil of 
hellion againſt God, who hath ſent thee theſe AﬀiiCtions, 
ind hath made it thy Province, and thy 'Task , . and thy 
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124 A Preparative againft Aflidtions. 
neſs in his time, which is always the beſt time to deliver ther 
from them, and his Bounty to reward thee for thy Patients 
and obedient bearing of them. | W 
Twelfthly, Take this for a moſt "certain expedient roy 
prevented from many Affictions, and ro be delivered fro 
them : Medd!e as little with the World, and the Honour, Plize, 
an Advantages of them; as you can ; and extricate thy ſelf from 
them as much, and as ſoon as thou canſt. . Although'th, 
Divine Wiſdom and Providence governs the W orld'fhh 
molt infallible and unerring nike” Nt in the External 
miniſtration of it it ſeems to be full of confaſion and une. 
tainty : When I have ſeen a Lorrery with a goodly {hoy 
of fine Plate, and a\great many perſons parting with certai 
Money for an uncertain Lot,and though poſhbly one or tw, 
may gain a fair Prize, yet a Hundred for one drawing ng 
thing but blariks, and when they have opened their Pape 
vexing and tormenting themſelves with their Loſs and Di 
appointment ; Or, when | have ſeen at Chriſtmas-time a fey 
Apples thrown among a Roem full of Boys, and one 
ſcrambling, and another catching, fome gerring nothing 
bur a fall, or bruite, or a broken Shin, or a broken Lind, 
and anorher getting it may be two or three, and thoſe that 
miſs, falling upon him that hath gotten, fo the Compan 
fall rogether by the Ears: Or, when | have ſeen a Matc 
at Foor-ball, one while one getting the Ball, and then another 
kicking up his heels and getting it from him,and then another 
doing 'the-like by him. Theſe give me a kind of Ree 
blance of the World, wherein, though by the help of Civil 
Government, - there are certain Rules pur 'to- the Game, 
yet they are not 'always kept; and when they are, yetiti 
not without a-mixture of irremediable Deceir and Violence, 
though it be of 2 finer ſort. | 
K now my Child ſhould run among this Company, ant 
in the ſcuffle ſhould receive-a Knock, 'or a fall; or a bruile, 
or be tembled in the dirr, and then ſhould come running to 
me, and complain of his Uſage, | my Anfiver would be'to 
him, What made” you there > What made you in ſuch bot 


' -flerows 
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A Preparative againft Aflictions. 1:5 
ferous and unruly Company 2 If you mingle with ſuch 
Company, you mult be contented to ſhare-in-the prejudice, 
18d-to take your Lot; -it.is the Play, if you diſlike wich 
your ſucceſs, come no more among them. And indeed, 
this is in a great meaſure the caſe of 1 many of the true Chil- 
ten of God, they ſee fine gay things in the World, | as 
Wealth, and Honour, and Place, and External Advanta- 
es ſeattered among the Children of Men, and gotten by 
ri for them, and ſometimes are apt to flatter them- 
ves into the purſuit of them, with a pretence that if they 
could come by their ſhare of them, they would do more 
Good with them than thoſe do that get them ; or, ar leaſt, 
they think it as lawful, and as fit for them'to have them 
g0thers ; and rhereupon thruſt themſelves 'into the Crowd, 
and ſcramble for them, . or. are, at leaſt, *cozened into af- 
fectarion of them ; and poſhbly they are rolled and tumbled 
Into the dirt in their undertakings, and, it may be, miſs 
of them when ' they have all done : But ſuppoſe they gain 
them, then they think they may keep them and yer keep 
ther Conſcience and Integrity and Religion too; and mas 
ny times in that indeavour they loſe ſornewhat of their _In- 


tegrity, and then God viſits them with ſome Loſs or Re- 


proach ; or in caſe they ſtand to their Integrity, and will 
not part with it, but will make a ſcruple of things that 
others dqwn with, then commonly they are expoſed and. 
pillaged, and loſe all that they have thus gotten, and 


the Evil oge, and Evil Men tell them, Nay, Sir, ifyou 


rome into our ground, if you gvill hold the World, pray be conten- 
ted to hold it upon our terms, and as we dp, or elſe leave ut ; 
it is part of the zame. And then the Man complains of his 
Affliction, and his hard Ufage in the World, and that he 
ſuffers for keeping a Good Canſcience, and-if he would 
have done as the reſt of the Warld do, it had been better 
with him. But Sir, what made you in that Company 2 What 
made you to be tampering with great Places and Preferments ? 
Do not you know, that if you will be dealing qud traffiquing with 


yheſe kind of matters, you muſt take them upon thoſe conditions 
| EE 


h 2 the 


126 A Preparative againſt Afſlictions, 
the Warld doth uſually afford them 2 Do not .you know thay þ 
meddling with them, you liſt your Jelf .w a manner under th 
Wurld's command, put your ſelf. into that Corporation? 4a 
therefore if you' are minded to hold theſe Temporal Advanta, 
yu muſt obſerve the Orders of your Commander, and ſo hazard uy 
Conſcience and Peace with God ? And if you will not ol-ſerve_th 
Orders of your Commander, you muſt be contented to be ſubjet}.y 
the Diſcipline, and Frowns, and Scorns, and Rejeftion; of th 
Forld, for you cannot ſerve God and Mammon, Therefore} 
thou wouldeſt prevent or. avoid, very many Afflidtiag, 
mingle as little as 'is poſſible, with. the concerns ' of the 
World, efpecially in great Places; and if rhrough ing, 
vertency of importynity, thou art drawn into the. ſcuffle and 
intanglements of the World, get out as foon as thou canſt 
fafely, 2nd fairly, and honeſtly : For it is a Thouſand 
otie, bur, firſt or laſt, thou ſhalt otherwiſe hazard thy 
Conſcience, or receive ſome ſcratches and worldly prejudice, 
which are, in truth, rather the Iſſues of thy Folly, and 
Inconfiderate Adventure, than true AfMlittion. | 

Put for medling with Places of Magiſtracy Henour or Public 
Imployment, T would not have it thought that it is my in- 
rentian that Good Men, lawfully called, and duly qualk 
fied, ſhould morofely or frowardly wholly reject their due 
call unto them. 'The World cannot be kept in order withs 


out Magiſtracy: and Good Men, if otherwiſe fitted for it, 


and duly called unto it, are likely ro Adminiſter it beſt for 
the Publick Good of Mankind : and it were an unreafona 
ble thing for them. to expe rhe benefits of Magiltracy 
and Government from others, when under ſuch circumſtan; 
ces they wilfully decline the communion of the like advan: 
tage to others : and therefore the wiſeſt Kingdoms, States 
and Politicians have impoſed a neceſſity upon Men of ho, 
neſty and abilities to take upon them Publick Imployments; 


Ariſtot. 2. Politicorum, although he condemns Ambition af. 


- ter Magiſtracy, [that Men ſhould be incouraged or per: 
mitted to ſtand or ſolicit for places] Nemo enim Magiſtratum 
peter, miſi Honoris ſis affeftator, atque pleraque eorum que homines 
| mjuſte 


: 
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| Fug 1418 erm? per Ambitionem & Avaritittth' commit runtur : yet 
MY as. Oporter nin @ wolentem & iow wolentem ad Migiſtratuns 


, | . 
"> 4ii Wranere, ft diinils fit ro Magiſtraru.” "That therefore Which 1 
is, 2. Thit Men that love their owt Peace and 
= Takgtillity ſhou'd nor ſeek great Imployments. +: "THitt 
0 BY Fey are offered; ' they do, as far 45 conſiſts with mode: 
= 7 and Juty to their Superiours and Country, decline-ahd 
a word” them "13. "Phar If 'upon ſuch an account they are 
vet Sfhited to underrake” them, yer they be ſure thar be. 
" re they undertake them; they have ſlifficient abilities to. 
al ferform them.” 4. 1F "by the Cominiand 'of the Soyeraigti 
| = Power, they are required to underigo thetn; and are able 
anſ #d"fr' for the Imployment, they:do'tiot either frowatdly 
e #wigrateful refoſe' them: For, 1. Herein they art but 
ly Pale; ir is an adt of their Submiſſion and Duty, /tivt of 
', 
nd 
l- 


tier Choice. 2. Being "thus called 'to'it,” if they meer 
with afy rubs in their way, they have'no reaſon to blame 
theraſlves, ſo long as they obſerve-rheir Duty in the ex- 
{> thereof: "The Pritice that injoyngd:thent to this Pros 
mM" to be their ſipport in it. "'F.' Readily and Chear- 
; falty ro entertain a difmliion from it When it pleaſeththe 
" & Pinteto call them from it, or when'by *tealort of diſabling 
occurrences they may fairly attain ſuch diſftilſion. 
"8 © I. And thus I have done with f6me of thoſe principal 
| B Confiderations touching our Deportmenit under Aﬀiftions; 
nw'cortcerning rhe frame and temper of Soul under our 
Deltoerance from them. M COMM at 
7. Accept of thy deliverance with all Thankfiineſs ts God; 
ind" Hiimility ih thy fl." "Attribute it Wholly to his'Good- 
neſs ahd Mercy; Think not that thou art"delivered becauſe 
of thy Worth or "Defert; ' for any 6he"firt thar ever thou 
comnilſtreſt would detain' thee everlaftingly under” the ſeve- 
reſt AMiftion:* Thinktior'thy AMittion hath expiated thy* 
Detnerit, and rhat thou'owelt thy. Deliverance to the ſatis” 
faton that is rnade* by thy ſaffering 4 for moſt certainly” 
the greateſt AMittion under Heaver cannot fatishe tor the 
[it Tranſpreſſim ;” nothirig bur the: Bload"6f the Sort of + 
Hh 4* God 


123 A Preparatiue againft Afﬀtiftions. 
God can counteryail the weight of the. leaſt: Sin apzint had bo 
God: Think not that thy Deliverance. is due to thy \ 
F riends, or Intereſt; for though God be pleaſed fe bs 
the intervention of Means, yet he adminiftred that Mey 
and "bleſſed that Means, and made it effeftual,; or worm | 
wiſe it would have been but a flat ang unprobtable Mean 
As God ſends AffiRtions to evidence his Power, and Wi 
dom, . and Sqveraignty, fo he ſends Deliverance to 
his Goodneſs and. Bounty : and the Tribute that he mol 
P juſtly expects for the ſame, is but cabe and reaſonable: cg || bin; 
. 21pon me im the day of un Pg and I grill deliver thee, and thy tons 
[ale glorifie me,. Flal. 50. 15+ the 
4 
yiou 


. 2. Forget not the time of thy Trouble, ard the promiſes and in, 
gagements that thou didſt then make. We obſerved in the bs 
ginning of this Diſcourſe the difficulty of pre-apprehenlan I 
of Adverhity before it comes; and truly. it is almoſt as hard I win 
to think of Adverſity when it is paſt,; we pleaſe our. ſelvg the 
with what we enjoy, and never reflett upon what is paſl, i te 
uvleſs it be to heighten and advance our preſent enjoyments I Ke 
and if we do chance to think upon the ſerious reſolutions we kn 
then entertained, 'we look upon, them as the weax reſult ſi 
of our Infirmity, uſeful indeed for that time, but now anti 
quated and grown unſeafonable. þ 
' 3- Not only call ro mind thy Fromiſcs, but call them» || D 
mind with « Reſolution to obſerve and Ferſorm them, 1n ſuch & t 
poſtulations as theſe: - Alaſs / the ti3ne was. when I was undn NN ! 
great Afflitiens, it may be of a painful and deſperate fi chyeſy 1 
and then I reſolved, if God mould reſt ore'my health, 1 would walk 
more ftiriftly with bim; T would pray morg. frequently, and mag, Nl * 
conſtantly, and more fervently than fermer ly; I gould be more | 
diligent t0 make even my Accounts with bim, to make /urem NN ' 
Calling and Elefion, for which Ifo;md the time of my Sickneſ 
&as very unſe aſougble; I world redeewi, my precious Time, and 
valae rboſe Minutes of Life, that Ge [ral lend me, at a dec: 
rer rate than formerly ; , I would negle& ng! opportunity of doing 
Good to others, or improving my Everlaſting Peace; how precious 
Shen as one heur of repoſe and qreierneſss and freedom from ey 
F 


# 


A. Preparative againſt. Afſlitions. 129 
how much ſhould I then have valued it ? and how induſtriouſty 
WI w_ have improved it in the great concerns of my Ever» 
g ine Soul ? God bath now heard my Prayers, reſtored my Health, 
i that precious Opportunity into my bands of performing my 
Jaws and Promiſes, which. I then made in the ſadneſs of my Soul, 
od [ſhal | I deal falſly in my Covenant, diſa <ppointing my God that 
hah delivered me? No, Twilt up and be doing ;\ I will perform 
b a my Vatrs to bim : nay, the ſenſe of the I and Condeſcen- 
malt Þ tir of Gad 20/217 requeſts ſhall mcreaſe my Ingagemonts before 
: Cl hin; As be / h added Mercy to me, ſo I all add new Obligae 
| thy tm #9 1729 felt of better Obedience, and farther Duties than 
d 1th 
bs 
Gon 
rd 


the ſenſe of my Miſery could ſuggeſt unto me, ar draw from me. 
4 Be very watchful over thy ſelf, and remember thy Sa- 
niour's Counſel, Go away and Sin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
befall thee : AE ih a ſpecial manner recolle& and call to 
mind thoſe Sins that did moſt trauble and diſquiet thee in 
Ir the time of thy Adverlity; renew thy Repentance for 
them, and -take a ſpecial care to avoid Relapſes into them; 
Remember the miſchiefs they then did-thee, and let them 
know they ſhall do thee no more: be moſt ſevere and 
ſtrict againſt them. 
5. Make a frequent. Tiſe of thy Deliverance as a ſingular Pre- 
ſroative againſt the Power of thy Temptatzons and Corruptions. 
Deliverance carries in the very apprehenſion of it theſe two 
tings 1. A ſuppaſition of a former Miſery or Vikation : 
reſent injoyment of a freedom from that Milery. 
Therefore if if any Corruption or Temptation unto Sin,follicit 
thee, improve th's con{iceration to this, or the like effect : 7 
pes lately under the; Rack, under the Rod, x der extream Want, 
Impriſonment, Diſgrace, Loſſes, Sickneſs, Sorrows, Fears, and an 
imminent expettarion of the worſt of Evils ; and though theſe 
were ſore and ſl: arp Affii&tions, yet the ys 7 of my former Sins, 
and the importunate reſtleſmeſs of that Guilt, that was contrafied 
fi rom them, mere more bitter and tormenting than all the reſt of 
a o ferings ; z tt was that which was the ſting and venom of all 

iftions ; and it hath pleaſed Almighty God to accept of my 
Fair and to remove my Affiictions, and to give me Beauty 


for 
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"Mercy make thee muſt jealouſly and paſſionately careful to ky 


= 4 


tho A Preparative againſt AljHions. 
for Lyon Jhall The fo very a fool as by commuting of axgf# thi 
Sin td run the hazard of another plunge, another ſcourge * wg 
in alt probability mat be mach more ſevere than the formg, J en” 
eaſe it would be the Iue not only of Sin, but of Preſumption; a\0W® 
commitred againſt the experience that I have bad of the bitte 
of Sin ; and with what face or hope could I exptR. any Poſſbily me 
of Delroerancc from a ſecond Relapſe mto Miſery, oecaſicned hj KY 
Defperare a preſumpruous relapſe into Sin ?. But ſuppoſe it nu” 
?ible, that notwithſtanding my yielding to this Tem Pratim, 1 
zmight eſcape the Vengeance, yet can The ſo falſe, ſo ungriteh 
zo that God, that bath delivered me from my Sufferings and fm 
my Fears, as to reeompence his Love and Mercy, and God 
zoith 'a preſumpruous Apoſticy from him ? ſhall T thus requitt hi 
Mercy, and Goodneſs, that heard me in my Anguiſh and Sad 
of Soul, in my Extremity and Miſery, and ſo beard me. "ag 
« 


hath delivered me out of all my Tro:bles and Miſeries? Certaii 

if either common Prudence, 6r common Ingenuity belt 
in a Man, the-ſenſe of a former Calarmity, and the ſehſe* 
ſo great'a Mercy, will make a Man abhor the leaſt ſubgilſ 
on to that Tempration that may at once hazard the cont 
nuance of his preſent Comfort, and cannot be enteral 
without the Preſumptuous RejeCtion of him,that thus mer 
fully Tent Deliverance. | | 


6. Let the remembrance. of thy Miſer y, and rhy prelak 


% 


thy Intereſt, and (if it be not too bold a word) «hy Friend 
with God. Remember he was thy ſupport in thy Aflicitng, 
and he was thy Deliverer out of thy Afiction : let Gra- 
titude bind thee to it, as he was thy BenefaCtor ; and let 
Prudence bind thee to ir, thau knoweft not how foor. theu 
mayſt have the ſame neceſſity again, and where cant thou 
find” fuch a friend? The truth is, when we are in cxtre- 
mity, and, have no whirher elſe to fly, O then we run to 
God, and we pray unto him, and promiſe him fair : but 
when' once our turn is ſerved, and we have gotten our 
ends, and think our ſelves out of Gunſhot, we are Jike 
Mariners after a Storm, and God hears no more of us: 


but 
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A Preparative againſt Afſiidtions, 13% 
wt.this is, as extream-Ingratitude, fo, extream 'Folly. : Oh 
xp thy God thy Friend ! for maſt certain ic is, thou wile 
bay occaſion ta uſe him again, and thou knoweſt nothow 
jp; beep thine -jatereſt in bim, and efirange not. rhy ſelf 

an him. in_ thy -Recovery, whom: thou canit not be with- 
ja. thy Afﬀliions. - - 

7. As I would-have thee recolle& what were ook things 


OP hy life paſt, that moſt. troubled thee inthy Afflition, 
that (. thou- may 'ſt -ayoid- them, z Jo rb9r:k mhat '2hings' of 


pficer, or expence. of time im thy ith fuft was ' moſt Acceprits 
te. and. Comfortable to thee in thy: Affiiftion, that ſo thou may” {4 
miſe chem after thy reſtirution,}. Conſider,: whether /in - 
ty. Affliction thou. didſt remember thy-paſt Recreations, 
by. Merriments, thy ng thy 'Luſt, thy. Honours , 
thy Greatneſs, with any Comfort or Contentment, or whe- 
ther the remembrance of the Hours | thou haſt formerly 
ent in Prayer, Reading the Scriptures, Hearing Sermons; 
Relieving the Paor, Vibtting the Sick, Relieving the Op- 
refſed, - Harbouring the Perſecuted Members of Ciriſt , 
” thee, more contentment. | And:1:dare appeal to any: 
Man's 'Experience, under Heaven, that 'when the former 

fat of TranſaRions' of | our Lives were either extreamly 
bitter, or at beſt very-inſpid, to his remembrance, yet the 
remembrance of theſe of the latter-ſart-were moſt Comfor- 
table and . Contenting, Thou art now recovered, it- 1s 
rue, but as ſure as thou ſhalt die, fo: ſure thou ſhalr paſs' 
through new Afliitions, though it: may nor be of the 
lime-kind, yer of ſome kind: let it be thy care, after God' 
bach. chus delivered thee from thy former Afiction, tolay 
waſtock of Good Works againſt another Evil Day; "fuch 
Cordials will lie warm-at thy Heart, even when the cold 
pangs of Death ir {elf {ball be ready 'to invade ſeize upon + 
t, and the Comfort of them ſhall paſs into the ther 
World with thee. 

8. Though the Portion of thy Life, before thy AMiti- 
on, and under ir, were very well ſpent ; yet remember, 
that the Mercy of God, in thy Deliverance, doth call up- 


ON 


x32 AA Preparative againſt Afﬀiitions, 
on thee for 4 farther degree of Goodneſs end PerfeRion ha . FB 
thon hadit b=fore-: Tt calls for more Humility, and 6 wel 
Thankfulnefs, and:'more Heavenly-Mindednefs, and ih 
Charity,'and more Devotion, and more Self-denial = | bs 
more” SanCtity, and more Jealoulie for the Honour of Gl. 
For, 1. On God's part, Thou hadſt more "nga nent 
2nd' Obligations pur upon thee than before : ow is 
creaſe. of Mercy calls for 2n increaſe of Duty. - 4. 
thy awn -part , thy Experiences are greater ; thou ball. 
_ paſt through the School of AMiQions, and that is a faſa 
wherein God opens the Ear to Diſcipline ; the Rad hakſif * 
2 Voite, and/a Leflon- to Teach ;/and thou haſt pal ] 
the 
hit 
uf 


through the Experience" of God's Goodneſs » Tender 
3nd -Faithfyjneſs/in thy Deliverance, and that tutors the 
ro tore Dependence upon him, Thankfulneſs ro-him, a 
Love-of him. -and thele AﬀeCtions-carry ' out the Hay 
t2 Duty and Obedience: 

9. Beware that after Deliverance from AMiQions, tha 
be nor ſecure ; think not with Agag,' Surely the bitterneſs 
Death paſt ; that now:thou .hait | eſcaped this brane, th of 
fafe;-and the danger /paſt; till be Warchful , and fl; 
upan thy Guard. _ r. F IEau halt Sins -and Cor i 
within thee, that-if thou art not watchful, may ſui : 
thee, and raiſe new ſtorms. - 2, Thou haſt Ron tr" ol i 

| 
} 
| 


vigilant Enemies without thee, Evil Men, and Evil Angth 
that envy thee: the more, becauſe thou haſt eſcaped. 3. 
long as thou liveft:in the World, thy condition 1s uneer- 
rain, and unſtable in Externals; and, though one Wavet 
paſt, another may follow : And, it there were nothin 
elſe 'ro'make thee Warchful, yet be fure the hour of Sick 
nels, and the hour of Death will overtake thee, and thi 
is an hour of Afﬀfition, which thou muit _ prep: 
for, lealt ir take thee. unawares. 


— Qs Q_ > 


—————— i... 


O F 
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: Pra yer and Thankggrung. | 


E that freely ſubmits not to the Divine Diſpoſitics 
- and Providence, gains nothing by his Contuma- 
6] cy ; for ſubmit he muſt, whether he will or no. 
"But he gains this Lofs and Diſadvantage thereby, char 
thoſe! Providences, that are not according to his deſire, gal 
kin more by the Unquietneſs and Impatience of his Mind 
under them. | | 
"He that with an entire freeneſs of Soul ſubmits to the Di- 
nite Providences, gains thereby theſe Advantages ; namely, 
1, That certainly, fuch a reſolved willing ſubmiſſion, 'ne- 
yer makes the. Providences the_.more harſh, or. ſevere. 
2. That commonly they ' are eveg in themſelves more gen- 
tle and ealie, becaufe the Man, needs not a ſeverity_ to 
bring bim to a right temper of Mind.; namely, due fub- 
Kon to the Divine Will. 9. But. be the Providences 
never fo harſh and hard, they fit more eafie upon a quiet, 
patient, reigning Soul. Pk 
& Man never tofeth by Prayer for, if the thing be grane- 
2d, it makes the. Bleffing both the ſweeter and- the ſafer, be- 
ing the humble Viftory and Acqueſt of his Pre 7 Ki it 
k ul; for ke 


$ the Mat the” Better, the more, Thank 
looks'upon it as a Gift, and not a Charice. the more De-. 
ol Upon God, and the readier upon. all occaſions to. 

Fypon him, who 'honoured ,the Prayer. of his Seryang, 
Clean Oe 
wi _ ELIE & k 45s * {*s : "And 
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oe 


Re And- if it be-Demied, yet he loſeth not; for, it nay lf" 
the- thing he Asketh, might bave done bim harm; 4 W 


been his prejudice. Again, though he be not gratifie i 
the thing he defired, a Thoufand to one but he is graipf. 
ed with what was fitter or better; But , if nor, yet tel 
Man, receives infllibly this Benefit : by being Detied, 
he:{s made the Better, the more Humble and Patiebt. 
to be content, that Almighty God ſhould be Maſter of 
own Bounty, and not ta be commanded by our Prayey 
Or , at- leaſt; ir diſtovers- umto him the Diſtemper of 
Heart; if he be not contented to be denied, his Heart 
Proud, and his Prayers Hypocritical : he ſeemed to P 
brit indeed” meant to Command, not to Pray for viak 
defired,, which makes him thus Impaticnt of a denial, 
Senſe of Miſery, Want, or Danger, when we find noo 
means of Remedy, . or Prevention, doth carry us to Pre, 
ani& *Tovocation” opon God. The Sailors did this in the 
Storm. But commonly, though Deliverance follows eve 
upon our very, Prayers, we rarely, With that: ſeriouſheſs ad 
Inrention of Mind, return. unto God. the Praiſe and Acktow- 
tedgiment of his Goodneſs. | Of. the Ten Lepers thy 
wete cleanſed, we Tead only of One that returned T hank 
for thie Benefit,; and; commonly we either forget the Bene: 
fir and' our Benefattor, hen our” turn 'is ſerved; and are 
content ro- attribute our Deliverance to- Chance, to Meany 
of to any thing, rather than to the Goodneſs of God. he 
the Reaſe ns may be theſe. 1. The: Pride and Naughtj 
of 6ur Hearts, that are unwilling to own our Dependence, 
__ God, when, we think we ſtand got in. need of him: 
2: Necelbty, and Fear, ,and the incumbent ſenſe of my 
are more prefiing and urgent ; and,'by @ kind of force, of 
renfitties drive us-to Pray, when \ We cannof os. find 
Eh dents IE. When the Necelſit 7 and F ig Frog Ins 
UT e of Evil is xemoved, it;js: on!) ja true Ju pment, 
ak te Grateful Temper of Jil Heats, that Fu engz 
us"to bande Thanks for the Mercy received, which'is 
Unarby y more flat, and lefs aRive, than Evils felt of fk 
Natits! 
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aud Thankggiving, Ty 
ray fatiral Necetfity promprs a Man to Prayer oftentimies, bur 
hs is Graticde and Thankfuinek, + 3a 
ora, "Re, char m' his Neceſfiry Prays for Help, and obratas it; 
way * - ey were the Fruit barely of his Exigence; is. {&- 
L, th n Thankful; and, if he be nor Thankful, it is an Evi- 
it dy Wenes, that his Prayers did not move from a Heart ſincere; 
of i nd ervely Principled with a Dependance upon God, and 
aye Hebic of Duritulnes to him, But, iF he be Thankful 
of b kr the Mercy Received, it is an'Eyidence, that not onely 
t'wy hs Gratitude, but his Prayers ſprang from the fame Princt= 
ps We; mamely, 2 Good and ſincere Heart, Principled with 
L Kine Habit of *Grace, Picty, Dependance upon God, 


incerity, and a Right Temper of the Soul that prompts 
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nd Obedience to him, 
the "'Fhere is ati admirable Oeconomy of the Divine Goodneſs and 
gon, to bring bi Creature Man both to his Duty and Happi- 
#: many times he invites us to come to him by Perfwa- 
is and Monitions, and*/ecree Morions, and when we--neg- 
that Voice, he oftentimes ſends upon us-Troubles;and 
lictions, and Dangers :. and this he dorh by 2 kind of Mo- 
| Force, to malty'us he to him, by Prayer, for help/and 
wetand deliverarice.  ' | 
«Add it ſeldonn miflcrh{ irs effect, if there be but any Wil 
le Common Inſtin?t implanted' generally: in the 
mane Nature. -* When we know -not which | way to 
un, Wwe then; Rie'to. God, becauſe all o- 291 7 
tl ways are-moft commonly obſtructed / 2 Chron. 200-1, 
al” hetlped” up, andthis paſſage onely | $7 
kir'open to an eſcape ! Ir their Aﬀti&ion thſea 8, 38. 
i gill ſcek me, early. Almighty God BE ut 944, 
ug bf us, 4.4 wile Artiſt, tharhath'a purpoſe to' rien a 
mam towards ſohie deſigned place, flops all other epreſt 
eb tar which hes his deſign; Or, as 4 Father; that 8 
ang to bring; an Exiravaganit Son to His: Duty anff he: 
nance, obſtruts all Supplies,” but Tuch as may Brad: 
rom bimmſelf,” So oftentimes God* Almighty doth foie? 
bodize his Afictions, that all” ways of BNA are obſtrud- 
* -< e&d, 


£ 
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x36 Of Submiſſion, Payer, E 
ed, but fuch as may lead a Man to him. . It. is true, ql 
times-iti ſuch caſes we will, be ſhifting and trying ae 
venue to get out at; but, when; we find every palin 
d up: with Thorns , but tha onely which lea & nf 
bim, our Stomachs come down, and we are glad to Wl: 
relief in that way, where we find onely it can be had, ; F 44_# 
Fonas his. Mariners, in the Storm, we try all Expert 
and Artifices to fave 'our ſelves, throw out our And: 
take down the Sails; ply the Pump, throw. over the Galli. 
to lighten the Veſſel ; and when all will nor doy aſs 
begin to call upot God, Lord, ſave us, we periſh. x4 
Bur yer the Method of the Divine Goodneſs te 
not. here, but brings us a flep forward : He is ofteh 
ciouſly pleaſed to grant the Deliverance we pray | 
ler_us ſee that we call not upon bis Name in vain, ; F 
incourage us to depend upon him to draw near unto| 
to. inake him our Confidence as well as our Fear: þ 
though ſometimes he defers our Deliverance, yet he & 
ir, partly to give unto our ſelves an Experiment 0 
own Sincerity and Paticnce, partly to, diſcipline and ty ty 
us to Conltancy and Patient waiting upon tum; p G: i 
carry us on to more Importunity and Contini nog. 
Prayer ; and by this means our Souls ate made the ] xt 
by drawing nearer-and nearer ta him, that 4s the Fay 
rairi of Light atid Goodneſs ; for, the Repetition ot hy 
ers reQtihes the Soul, brings i it ncarer_to God, lays I 4 
hold upon his Strength and Goodneſs, as the. ſinking Na 
draws himſelf nearer to the ſhore by the, repeated po "1 
_ bold upon that Cord, that is from thence thrown, CY | 
fave hin. ; we. 
_ Neither doth he reſt here ; : for, the. Deliverance he tends Ml i 
is.not barely ſent to deliver us from the Aftition or . "1 | 
per, nor. barely r6 gratifie dur Ptayers, bur to. bring un 
NEarer. to God, BY to. make us active Inſtruments : # 9.00 
Clay, to that God, that haththus delivered. u.;.w hey 
ance ave. are drawn nearet to the F ountain of our F 


FF: ves, and Almighty” God receives and a Kg the great 
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> in ld Glory 2nd ND ak that be 

Frm | Arid this wartziied,”" mA 
1%; rf Nacural” Ifftinct;”Figenbity, and" Im- 
WY endency;"hs'? rkyleall ie, oF 2Good Nature's 

Weby;'t inleſs #Vaif" be Fobl;or heth'pur off the coms 
| (Rudiments of Humanity, he is carried out to Thank? 
gs and an endeavour of Complacency to 
thats his Benefator; which, as it-is-the-molt ratio. 
wemmſequence imaginable-;-fo 1t-is 2-Prineiple-ſ0--rivered 
or very Conſtirution of Humanity it ſelf, that even 
; © ut any antecedent ratiocination, or rational Diſcourſe, 
4 dot _ , and at firſt view, and antecedently, an- 
+ 44, A diſey of the Mind: We ar _ 

Fudy'rg be comgþlacentlis, him thi þYoth be good 


mY: be k Fart ny uſing of icks & Argume y A kit 


6 ul Inſtin or Sympathy.. . 
þ + By a kind of Stipulation ; 'of Bargain made by Al- 


God with þis, is, ppor Creature, to have this Tribute 
$9 tude 7p. 87%, uh (Aﬀettion from, his Creature, 


| Tribute and Return of his DE and Beneh- 
nee, Pſal. FO, I5..Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I 
| pl deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me. And this Retri- 
FE bitioh, as it is moſt. admirably: ; or and Con-na- 
d (i \'tay right conſtitution of the Humane Nature , ſo 
YO Poable” ind” the moft* Noble, and 
the moſt Fafie,. avil'ithe molt: Beneficial Retribution in 
tie'World to bin that makes it. For firſt, Whereas the 
Ceature in his Prayer ſeeks, and in the returns thereof , 
v bins ſomerhing trot God, in his Gratitude ani Glorif- 
(on'or G od he peffortiis that; which his*Maker gracious- 
FI bots; as'a retrr thiade' td him froth His'Creature.” Se- 
Y ol "* BY this means\hEattains” the Two' great'Ends of 
bn g ; namely, -be Glorifying of- God, and the Improves 
#4 bs” own Pel}6iry+ "fot Gratitude and Thanktulneſs 
bs 'the:Soul rg a ndittr' approach to Gd; if-ir'be-poÞs 
b thin his very.P "Prayers doe 3 becauſe it 'ws--the preats 
| þ ; fn 0 tori of Love: anc Benefcence i in the-Soul unto Ges 
4" "4 fy "Cf 
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"H ER EF -are he peot Duzies cat we re , 
xo 4 which bh are. never -out. of ſeaſon ; 


Praptr. is _ 2 HI in: \chis life, bacauſe* 'we "- 
ſtand in need; of it; we Neolways want. Protvngs 58h 
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HappineG in 8 Wake 
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oats Pray for the continuance of the Happlneſs we enjoy , 
ubich not fo fixed and ſtable, but that it may leave us : 

ad # my proſperity, T ſcall never 'be moved ; Thou hidadeſt 
Dna fare, and 1104 troubled. We are never out of the 
4} Bach of the Divine Providence, either to Relieve or Af 
+82 us; and therefore we are under a continual Neceffity 
hf Prayer, cither, to Relieve and Supply us, at leaſt, to 
m_Miteferve and uphold us. 
ok WM Thankgining 15 likewiſe always ſeaſonable, becauſe we are 
ne Moerer withour ſomerhing thar we receive from the Divine 
',;; W6oadnefs, thar deſerves and requires our Thankfulnefs. Te 
ity be we watir Wealth ; yer, Have we not Health ? 

af ve want both, yer, Have we not Life? if we. want 
%8 Temporal Blefings, yer, Have we not Eternal Everlaſting 
A efings? If we have any thing thar is comfortable to, or 
+ Mouyenient for us, we have it from the Goodneſs and Bounz 
yd God. And though we have not all we would, yer 
We have whar we deferve not, and what we prize and 
nalte; and therefore while we have any thing, we have 
oalion of Thankſgiving to our great BenefaCtor. 
But yet it ſeems, though both thoſe Duties be highly 
Ro [1 and neceflary, yet Thanksggiving bath a kind of prefes 
oe cren above Prayer it ſelf, in theſe Conſiderations eſpecis 


>» 
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1:' The Duty of Thankſgiving ſeems to be 2 more Per- 

wer Duty, even than Prayer it ſelf, and of a greater ex- 
matand durablenefs. - The Blefled Angels, and the Saints 

hat are, or ſhall be ſetled and. fixed in a ſtate of full and 
ichangeableneſs Happineſs, that etyoy whatſoever they 
mdelire, and therefore have no reaſon to Pray for more; 
becauſe they cannot enjoy more than they do ; yet have an 
werlaſting occaſion of Thankſgiving for that Happineſs 

bey everlaſtingly enjoy ; And as this is their Everlaſting 

ey cabon', fo it is and ſhall be their Everlaſting bulineſs un- 
it @ all Ererniry,/to Praiſe and Gloritie God. And as the 
ſeams of the Divine Goodneſs. ſhall everlaſtingly ſhine up- 
«them, fo there will be an Everlaſting Reflection, as' it 


to 112 were, 
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were, of the fame Goodneſs in the neceſſary. and uncefſylll. 
returns of Praiſe and Thankſgiving by them... Yb 
2... The Duty of Thankſgiving ſcems to be a Duy iy 
a more noble Nature, than even Prayer it ſelf, becauſe ia yl 
ſiwers more oppolitely and cloſely the noble/# end in the Wards. 
namely, the Glory of God, which certainly /is a more. yl 
mate and noble End, than even the very good of the Gy they 
ture. It is true, Almighty God receives no acceſſion tal he | 
Happineſs and Perfe&tion by all the Honour and Praiſe ll 
Thankſgiving that all the Creatures in the World can fy 
him, yer the Glory of his Majeſty is the chief ultimate 
why he made all things, Rev. 4. 11. Thou art worthy 
receive Glory, and Honour, and Power ; for thou haſt Created d 
things, and for thy Pleaſure they were. and are Created, hs 
true, the proximate immediate reaſon-of the Creation d 
all things, was, that the Redundant Goodneſs of Amigh 
God might be communicated unto Being, derived fromhy 
by Creation : Bur the, ultimate and more. univerſal Fl 
was, that by this Communication of the Diyine Goodnd 
unto ſomething without himſelf, the Glory, and Honoy, 
and Praiſe thereof might return unto himfelf, who one 
can be the adequate End of himſelf,of all he doth. Thanks 
giving therefore and Praiſe anſwers-the greateſt and mul 
noble End in the World: If I want, and Pray for wh 
1 want, my immediate End therein is my own Good, and 
yet that End is too narrow, If I propound not tom 
ſelf ro Praiſe and Glorihe the Bounty of that God whi 
anſwers my Prayer. | 5 
3- Again, whereas all the Irrational and Inanimat MW | 
Creatures in the World do paſſively praiſe Almighty Goo 
in that they bear every one of them the Inſcription of ul 
Viſdom, Goodneſs, Power. The Keaſonable and Inzelleft 
al Natures of Men and Angels have that noble Advance, that 
they can and may Afively ard Intenticnally Glorike and 
Praiſe the Goodneſs of God: and it is indeed the noble 
Harmony that they can make , when they ſummon all ther 


Underſtanding, Will, Aﬀections, all that is within them, 
Q 
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neſlull, Of Prayer and Thankſgiving. I4I 
- 116 Praiſe thar God, ro whom they owe their being and 
tf efts: And the Wiſe and Glorious God doth therefore 
eoimunicate the Senfible, Experimental, Eminent Intly- 
es of his Mercy, Goodnefs and Bounty unto the Rea- 
WE mable and Intellectual Narures of Men and Angels, that 
Why might rouch' and ſtrike upon thoſe noble ſtrings of 
ul the Heart and Mlind, and AﬀeCtions, that they may there- 
uo pon return the Harmony of Thankſgiving, and Praiſe to 
te great Lord of the World: And ſurely rhe nature of 
Who, in it's true ſtate and temper, is as, naturally and 
Qually, moved to the returning of Thankſgiving to 
God for Mercies received, as a well tuned Lute, or other 
laſkrument, doth give an Harmonious ſound upon the 
touches of a <kilful Arriſt. And moſt. certainly that nature 
& frangely cur of Tune and Order, ' that upon Mercies 
keeeived makes. not a ſweet return of Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe, This therefore, as it is the nobleſt, fo it is. the moſt. 
fatural produRtion of the Reaſonable ' Nature, the fulleſt of 
Conpruity to right diſpoſition of its Faculties. 
®Almighty God fends upon the Children of Men Bene- 
its, Bleffings, Deliverance, Favours: And the fruit thar 
hedoth (and rhat molt juſtly) expett, is a Crop of Praile, 
Glory, Honour and Thankſgiving, Call upon me in the day 
if Trouble, and I will Deliver thee, and thou ſhale Glorifie me. 
And it'is a barren, degenerate, ſtupid Heart, that yields 
hot 'fucch fruit of ſuch' a Semination. So thar Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving is Con-natural to our very Faculties, the 
iribate that the Rarional Nature, - naturally pays. to the 
Divine Being, ' as his Penefator, the 'very Fruit that the 
greit ord of the Harveſt expets for all his Goodneſs and 


ety? 

. Wi this Thankſpiving'is zbe very End of prayer : 
hd-as the Emrd is: more noble than the 'means conducible 
to'the'Find, ſo rherefcre'is the Duty;the buſineſs of Thanks- 
hg n it ſelf,” though equally neceſſary, yer more 'nq- 
ie that Prayer i elf, OE TOME | 
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li 3 I want , 


14% Of Prayer and Thank(gjving, 

1 want ſomething that, I would delire Almighty God ofcua 
give me, and I;cherefore Pray ; my: Merciful Lord. any or 
me my defire, and. gives me what I Pray for, and then. 
fore gives it, and. gives: it upon my Prayer to-him, thalf465 
x ehcs his Mercy and. Goodneſs may be. more Evdafh7% 
unto me, and that thereupon I may Praiſe, and Glonſr77 
and give Thanks unto. him. | v 


And' if. with the Nine Lepers in the Goſpel, I rec 
the Benefit 1 ask, and do not with, the Tenth give Gln + 
ro God for the Benefit I receive, I diſappoint both tl +4 
Giver, for what he deſigned in the Gift, and difappaw 116: 


my very Prayers in that which is | their juſt and prope i 14 
End | 3 


And. hence it is, that our Bleſſed Lord in that abſolye WW 1" 
form of Prayer, which he hath taught us, promiſethte MW +, 
firſt and greateſt Petition of the Hallowing or Gloritying Wu 
of the Name of God, and. the firſt, the great, there iſ 
want Petition, that is, to influence all the reſt that folloy, MW 4 
eſpecially thoſe that are for the ſupplies of our own wants, Il ,,; 

5. Whereas in Prayer we ask that we may receine lh - # 
from God, Almighty God hath been pleaſed to Honour and i © 
Dignihe our Duty-of 'Thankſgiving, with ſo. much conde. © - 
ſcenſion of his Majeſty, that he receives, or at leaſt interpren Wl \.: 
rt 4s_a Receipt from bu poor-Creature. . . It is true, our Praiſa I * 
add. nathing to. his PerfeAion and ſelf-ſufficiency ; Nay I + 
our very Thankſgiving and Praiſe is but a ;gift 'thathy I 
gives to-himſelf.; He, gives us a Being that: may. be Caps Iſl | 
ble to. Praiſe him, . gives us Hearts and Aﬀetions that nay il - 
be willing to Praile him, gives us. Grace , that may enable 
us to Praiſe him, ,, gives us Benefits that may Excite usto 
Praiſe him, gives us Dire&tions how to Praiſe him, gives 
us Laws, Commands, :Promiſes, Engouragements,to Praiſe 
him: So thar in truth our:very Thankſgivings and Prailes 

to . him. are but his own work, and. yet;ſuch is his Good: 
neſs, that he takes. ;and accepts and Rewards our Praiſe 
and Thankfgivings, as if they were our,own Actions. And 
whereas in Prayer we reccive from him, in Thankſgiving 

he 
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- this manner therefore py ye, Our 
"father, &c, ; a1 


D Y the Sin of Aden, .and the Corruption and Qb- 
1 :Jiquity chat thereupon entred. into the humane 
-nature, Mankind had contracted & three-fold'Myſ- 

LiF chief. 1. Guilt,” that needed an -expiation. 1. 
AMlindnzf, that needed an Illumination ;,/ 3, Parwerſoneſs and 
Sobel, that needed Power and Victory to.fubdue it.: Jh 
thefulneſs of -rime God ſens bss Sen into: the Warld with 
dogling, for all: theſe Diſcaſes, | ' 
b3.\He. ſent: his Son» eo: in_w denies and our: Prieſt: ant 
-notonly:ſo- in his-own; Perſon, bur. by deriyation; ynto. thole 
thar believe on him, he hath imprinted fo ge them"anil 
communicated unto them a: participat Ris.0WA effice, 
-znd hath: made them. :Kings and: P'® 

1. by making an Atonement for thean with bis Farher 
, Ii 4 whereby 


T44 Meditations upon tht Lords'Prayed. 
whereby they *are.accepted; Fol! 16. 126, 27:1ſpin 
unto you" Fowl pray. the Father > for youu'for the. Patheri himky 
loveth you ; not to exclude the Contiruance and- 
of .his Intercefion, but to intimate the fulneſs of our Rey 
ciliation, that having made us of 'his houſhold, 
2. 19. We may have acceſs to the Maſter and Fatherd 
the Family, Epbeſe 2238. for through bim-we have 
tngo the Fagher. 4. By ſenging hi own Spirir to 3nft 
and warm, and & our Spirits to come into his by a4 
for through him we; :have acceſs by, one- Spirit, Epheſ. 2.. 1, 
teaching what to ask, and enabling us to ask, as we ſhould 
Rom.8.2.6. For we know not what we ſhould pray for as we __ 

2. As heyade thin 2 Sacrihce-for -our Guilr,ſo' he ſent 
him 29.be' a; Lily ofer. our darkneſsy; Jabhi x. 5. the World 
was all in darkriefs and Error ; the moſt Exact Sublimas 
Wits inſcribed. their Altar Ta the Unknown God. "They. war 
ignorant of things to be known, and of things to be done 
The Son of God rhat came outioÞ the/Bolom of his Father, 
and knew all his Mind, received a Commiſſion q himw 
4oftrutt Mankind in the way. to: Life, . Feb. 17- 8 Wh 
given unto them the Words which thou gaveſt me. Joh. 2 
He whom God hath ſent ſpeaketh the Words bf God. Marth af 
27. No man knoweth the will of the Father ar the only ae 
= zo whom" the Sou revealeth' it; | 4 

4; Asche: came with light to: inſtruct. us, fo be oh 


yotth Power to 'conquer 'us : Thy : people ſtall be willing in the 


do of thy paieer i2and-to conquer. for us. Death anll t 
» The Buſmeſsthar we are to conlider reſpecieth orincip 
t the firſt and'Tecond part of his Mediation, iz In bring. 
the Will and Mind - of God: tous, ':to teach us/what 
wk which concerns his Prophetf-al Office: -"And-again, 
tnviek formed de(ires.in us according to that: Will of. God, 
To preſent them Unta his Facing 1 WORk's concerns his Prieſt 
iy Office! 30971. © 
After this manner Pray : Tuoke: Þ'1 15 VL. . One of bir Dis 
tes ſaid unto. him, Iord, teath'us ta pray. 'And Nb a gs ye 
Pro 1, &6. "7 bes: yay we may-learn, a 
4! I. 1nhat 
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Fn phy Chit doth. noe exclude other -Prazexs ;i:Fhedti- 
RY Eben of 6s. excludes wo all oter Prayers, OnrSp- 
Geary | jour "hinklk,- and. thoſe, that. were, acquainted . with; his 
ein and; Practice, uſed variety. of Prayers, .according. tp 


F 
# 


3 


ork Occaſions, (differing from. this form,; and; there- 
the; Apoſtle commands,, Epheſ:, 6+. 18... Prayiug\ always 
aith all. Prayers. and. Supplications. Prayers formed. for every 
pecalion. - And hat Spirit, that. maketh interceſſion; 'fer.us 


ith .graans. that, cannct be: uttered,;. is. not confined to 
any particular form, not to vary from it. 


_— L. 
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ould, | 2; 2. Though thou .art -not: reſtrained to this form only, 
ph, | yet-in all thy, Prayers. pray. after, this. manner, -, There; is 
fn  fomewhar in this, Prayer, that, mult be. ingredient to.all; thy 
orld 

mate __ Be fare thou. haſt Pl Conmpillc on, a From for 
vere I [har thou prayeſt ;, defire thoſe things, +hat are warrantable by 
one | the; Will of: God reyealed.in.; his, Word, Chriſt, was ac- 


her, quainted with the Mind of God, and; gives us a, Pattern.v0 
nw | [thoſe .things,, which .are,, warrantable. Ak... Fax; thy 
we Good, but ask nor: for thy Luſt, James. 2... 
24 | © 2- Though) the. things thau, akeſt -be. warrantable. bo 
i, | .agrecable to, the revealed. Will of God,i yer-in rheuparticuls- 
md i  nip3of chy: aefires refer thy fell and ſubmit, unto, the will, of 
4 :God:... becauſe thou. art nor. wile enough' to know, what is 
mn | -fit-for thee in js ticular, Eſpecially in, the. meaſurez-zime, 
tbe. | -20d. manner” p theching thop askeſt; ; The Son of Gad 
; inp. raught 1 us to pray-for the fulfilling of "6; Wall gi;God. 
re. the. fupply of...our.. own. Wants.; and. in his, pwn 
p | Prayer inthe Garden, Marzh, 26. Nevertheleſs. not-1 46/11 
a | an bur a5 #04. wile. W hatfoever, thou, defireſt;yer.canfinenot 
, | God. Thou halt be ſure thy Prayer-ſhall not. loſe his 
| fruit; though,the, thing deGred. ſeem.not. tg be granted: .The 
. Cup did nor.paſs from--our Sayiour,. though: he. asked. ir, 
Ach; 26..39.; Yet, he, was heard in. that he feared, Heb. 7. 
+3. As much as-thou- cant lee: thy Prajer be @.:teg/onghle 
; ' ih a work, of thy Spirit. and;Underſtanding, -1 .Cor.a:4- 
v1-5- Not 9ply;. ot thy Lips and «Tongue; for thou-haſt;:20 
” do 


} Wokdy ts & ib tp pars 
boned Fleart ke as well-as thy Totigue,” Andthis 
-oneof:the Reaſons of our Saviour's Triditing this Prayer 
this ſhorr-and'pirhy Form, to condettm' the” vanity" of th 
Gentiks, 'who hadconfidence- in' their” vain” repetitionsf 
"words, without the” interrion and' application of the beth 

Marth. 6. '8. ; 
ig, 'Here we ſec Ehiiſt, (his Wiſdom of tlie Father; dv 
livers out &' Form: of Prayer, framed' with a" great deabif 
Wiſdom,-: containing very! much/-matter*in #few worts: 
Learn that, though thou art nor to put confidence in hid: 
ed Devotions,” not”"to' make” thy Prayers 'the-work of t 
Invention'sr Wit, "but bf thy Heart and'Soul; yet le 
Reverence and Awe 'thou 'beareſt to hin; - before whom 
than” comeſt in thy:Pra ers,” the ſeriouſneſs of the bufinek 
about *which thou' poelt, put thee it! nid to Prepare th 
Self and a Soul, amd WO awale by thele Conſiderations ro 
humble frame of Spirit; to'a fore-cafting 'of thy! defires; to 
«n- humble approach to the preſence of Gag 'to' all beſerth 
? ing; Reverence'both in thy words and geſturs. "The Heat, 
ifs true, ©thould be” in a continual frame of Prayer, "an 
-#lmoſt” every Occurrence of our Life requires a liftin wy 
of the Heart to God'in P:ayer , or ih *Thankſpivini 
Lwhich cannot be fo'ordered with prepararion ; but {olemy 
'Prayer, though i in private, requires a juſt preparation” '« 
"the Heart, and a'performance of -it with the whole 
tribution of the whole Soul, ' and ſtrength, and under 
| ding! atid affettion.'”' 
+ 12.” Phough thou'drt not bound to uſe no wither Fort, 
- yer uſe this frequent] , Upon theſe Confiderations + . 
© acItis the Command of thy'Lord and hp ent Therth 
ſomewhat of Commatid*in 'theſe words, "-He, that com 
"mans * 'to:pray' after this manner, nieant 'not "that this 
"Prayer Fhould | be forgotten. "Phat which was made-a 
patterh 
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ner... to. thy, other Prayers was not. intended to, be. 
ling only .to be:lagked upon, and.not to. be uied. | They 
peſt.ule ocher. Prayers. to. give ſcape ta thy, Spiric, but 
—_ rh... : 4; 1-4 + - Vi 
"2..Jt_is' 2; great means .of ftrengthning the Heart in Projer. 
ken 1 ſhall. confder.1.am. now. uling-that. very Prayer 
thick the Son of God,.. when he was. in the fleſh, at. the 
x eft of his Diſciples, gave unto them, not only . as2 


ings that I -might. hope to be granted, the Son of. God 
auld ever have. raught rs to. a ther. ©O. Lond, 
©x.5s . true, :|.can ſee. nothing .in..my ſelf, why I, ſhould 
{expett that thou ſhouldſt hear me; my Sins are xenew- 
ed.cvery day, . and | begged pardon bur yeſterday, ..and 
*1 have ſinned againſt thee the fame. Sia this day: Bur 
*ret thy. Son, - that knows all. thy Will, : that would ne- 
*yer-have put-me to beg that. which were unkr for me.to 
*ak,. or thee to grant, he it is that-raught ;me to beg. my 
* daily .bread of thee, and. 2s often.in the fame Prayer tp 
"beg thy forgiveneſs : . I will not, learn. hereby to. preſume 
*n.offending,'. but yet I will learn. tobe confident, in.thy 
Merc qt gpomt " 4498 
3: _ 4 ' Comprehenſive Prayer, ; and therefore bt to be 
lupplemental. unto thine, own Prayers. _ Thy .preſent wants 


or fears or delires-carry thy Spirit in; thy own [Prayers ,ea- 


galy and vehemently . in purſuir of thoſe. thy wants,. fears, 
artleſires ; becauſe they are things preſently incumbent upon 
this, and-in thy.:view.; and;by.that means thou doſt many 
ines in. thy. Prayers overſhoot many matters, that are 
of-mmare cancernment, -ir-may be, for thee to axk ; as in 


448 Meditations upon the Lord's Prayer. 
Glary of God, thy preſervation from future inconvatk 
cies; that are. riot yet in thy view ;' atid this Prayer paths 
wp thy Omitfions, <calls hone rhy Spirit unto that” frank 
and temper of Heart that is hr, viz. Submiſſion to 
Will and Glory "of God, in the Firſt Petition'of this Pray, 
Furniſherh, in a ſhort Compendiam, to Pray over hr oh 
thou haſt before Agked, and to pray for that which beſis 
thou haſt omicred,” tk hw 1718 
'. 4. As it-is a Comprehenſive Prayer , and contains mud 
fo it is a Compentlions' Prayer , and contains much in link 
The Wife and* Merciful God knows the frailty of ay 
VWature, and therefore hath fitted us; according to our nar. 
rowneſs, with abridgment ; he knows the ſhortneſs of ar 
Memory”, and therefore he gave his Will, under the Ol 
Law, in Ten 'Wotds. "Chriſt, he gave us another abtidy. 
ment of that CO Love God arid thy Neighbour, God 
alfo knows the Weakneſs of our Spirits, and therefore” he 
'gives* us a ſhort” Prayer, that in the'uſmg of it our Spiri 
Tray bear up, and the Fire laſt rill the Prayer ended. 'h 
i true, when we have a continuing fenſe of Evil felt; 
feared upon 'us, our” Spirits are able* to'hold'our a Prayer 
Þng Mm warmth'ind hear: But when'the matters of 'our 
'delites are not fo'apparent to our ſenſe, our Spirits are'ap 
wW'gtow' cold'before we' come at the'end of "it. Here: 
hore." Prayer, farnſſh'd in all things ft to be asked ;"and 
fach 'as thy Spirit'may go along with *t6 the end , without 
being tired.” Ir i& true) that a Man ſhalt uſually tind'mere 
intention of Spirit in his own Prayers, than in this. 'Blek 
God that thou haſt this intention *of'Spiritin thy owh Pray- 
'ers, and negleX thent nor, but pray for pardon that” thou 
wantelſt ir in this, .and' ſtrive to amentHHr/ £9! 
Now, the great Cauſe of ' the wifrofitdMWe''Uſe even of. thi 
'Prayer,and divers other (Qrdinances;grows/from this, That 
people uſe them 'withotit a (diſtin and deep confiderdtion 
"of the things contaited' infthern: +» The” Sun in' the Firms 
"Hlent is the preatet Worder.ih'the World; and of infinite 
- mote conlideration than the appearance of a new Star or 


Comet; 


's in Heaven, and thou upon Earth ; it teacheth thee thy 
diſtance, and it is fit thou ſhould'ſt throughly | digeſt that 
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& auch our Prayers, as the Conſequence and Signs of our 


ifs 9 


prehenſions of his goodneſs, that may. draw, us: to. him,zn 
i he is our Father ; and with apprehenſions of . bis 
Greatneſs , that may make us conſider our diſtance, and 
come before him with Reverence in, that. he iz, in Heaven, 
Eccleſ. 5. 2. Be not raſh with thy Mouth, aud let | not thing 
heart be haſty to utter any thing before God ; for God is mn Hea- 
ven, and thou upon Earth, therefore let thy words be ferw. 


apprehenſion before thou ask, that thy asking may be with 
Reverence. External Reyerence, of is ſ4If, is Jinconſidera« 


» Take 
a” 's: MG : 5 
ad. cannot be with. 
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hath 


eſence of the God of Heaven. When God beholds the 
ipheſt things in.nature, the Heavens, he humbles himſelf, 
he'deſcends below his own Excellency, Pal. 113. 6. And 
if "thou art a*Suitor to this great King, it is fit thou ſhould: 
at come unto the Throne'of his Majeſty, and not expe 
that be ſhould come to thy Cottage to be importuned, tho' 
yer he doth this alſo-i0'his great Mercy. and Condeſcenſy 
on'; yet its not fir for thee to expeCt it : Again, thy lift. 
Ing op of thy heart to'him 'is thy, Advantage; the nearer 
thou draweſt to his Glory and "Preſence, fo it is to be with 
an humble and dean heart, the more thou wilt partake of 
js Bounty and Goednelſs ; the fitter thy heart will be to 
have Communion with 'him. "The Holy -and Gloriouy 
Angels and' Souls departed, partake more of his fulneſs and 
tertetion than Man doth,; becauſe by the purity of theif” 
natitre they *bave. 4 nearer approach tothe Fountain of 
Good than'Man hath ;' and the 'negzer or farther off the 
Spitit 
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ation, | pf prey 

y. $ ear Ns Hi |-and t'M athiefs'© - 
orarts bn Wi Ya,” "2." That We may Be 
raboorrn ol ed ee = 


| "_ I _ the. rom of Man was nearer xo ” 
N in 'he Cat erg wig unto in this in his 
wr ſy Pe, "rliciigh we khive'a Bip Prieſt Lie _ 
ly beats & "Natrtics before"6ar Father, Avid 
ir bs aviny rime ſeafohible for" x" "Min wo wihd = 
þ bear in 'the prcareſt neatriels/to' God; thar ie "*can th 
bs, when Ve a) es before. kim'in "Praiſes 'for [tie rhitihs 


c Short ve Fr pe Vie Wy hems 
gled with a rows Fire, and "thy Sal may 'be IT 
the dit conſideration 'of 'what: thou arc about, and 


to thou' ar to deal withal, | 
Touching the Particular in this Preamble. 


| " Our Father. T wothings are Hetblei conſiderable #7; Kok 
God is fad to. be our Father : '2. What PFrattic or 'Tern- 
pe ro heart and ſpirit this bleſſed relation and'conception 
of x 6h A WEDUAT, ought ro raiſe in us, R_ when 
Fs to the rien Srv God hath the” Appellation or Relat 


ora a Father privipally i theſe veſpets.* - "i 
I, By 


5 Cn pay if be Lord's s. Pra "Mm hn F 
| Ln ArCraeer Conn things a : 


now, O 7: þ oh 
Pater. M Jal. : 2; 1 
created us? he EN 
: ap pax. the Son = 
A more. : RL to. ths.5s 


WW. 
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And ih 
R$ | 


wo PO m_ ta 
» owna gfe 
xecial. Paternity towards thoſe that Pepe moſt need of him, 
- L 65- 5. A Father yo. the Father leſi. or by, an 4n! 
ent Contra& : thus: he was a Father in a more near R | 
tion..to. the. ewiſh People, who as a Chil d is called | by 
Name of hus. Father ſo, they did as it were, bear his. N 
Jer:. . 14-9. He are called h. thy Names. leave | Ws 7 rot. | 
6. 3: 16. Doubtleſs thou art, our "Father though am leg 
2007 ant. af 4 a5;3..and accordingly he gee. bmw elf towa 
thera, 1 in all the care j-4 i tenderneſs of a "Father, 
32-11; 45.4 Eagle, Buteereth over ber Tourg, & Vc, i Hof I, 
1. Yhen Iſrael was a Child I loved him, "and c 
Rom. 9. 4. 9 Son; out of Egypt. But theſe Relations are yt 
«£00 large; ;3nd {pacious. Ts 
3: By Adeprion in Chriſt. Which Relarton'ts we, wrought, 
bran Eternal Stipulation between the Father and he Son; 
tho n WAS. to ke FR OOPS by. Me Fro 
Conceptign, and. to. as 2 public FO an ediate 
between: _ Father: and. lapled Xlan, ar d.ap inted thi 
as. madly as ſhould by true. Faith lay. hg old” ped the 
ſhould be a :kind.ob . Union: wrou bt PI Chile and 
that Believer, and i6-thax Union 1 the F; «cher r loolg upon nal 
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Þ bead fe os or undert 
EE Contract, thus be is, 
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| Me ——_— the: I F-- 
unges, Fl ue whic > was.in- the Believef 2s imputed to. Chriſt, and: 
Mn hdr which was in Chriſt, as.:imputed .to the Believer; 
ho Sin\dnd Guilr in the Believer. \itis laid on-Chriſt, 
{tie bears? alli Toiquiries, 1/5 36: Ts thete Righteoufiiels 
Criſt ?-che- Believer hath that Righteouſneſs, The' Righs. 
o ore "hich "is: of God: by Faith. *1s Clip the - Firlt born 
God? 'P/al;:B9:'2.5, 2.6. "Though: we cannot partake 
{his Primogeniture, yet we'"partake of his ; Sonſhip.. 
bY. 1%. As many 4s received him, 10 them" be gave” power 
kevne che Sons” of God.: John 201 [x7. I aſcend inte my; 
lr, - and to 36ur:: Father, to .my 'Gadz:: and'to your Gedl, 
L. 5. That we might receive the Adoption of Sons,” And 
of this. Union we ' partake; of the; inheritance of. 
Sans, Fome-Heirs with Chriſt, Gal: 44-7. Of the Spirit of 
Jon," Gal. 4- 6. -4nd becauſe ye are Sani, Godhaeh ſent forth 
th Spirit of hivi Sons into your hearts, 8ci.And by virtue of 
&Filiation we: have the Privil&ges' of: Sans ;* Acceſs; bitb) 
Mid tir - the Farber, Epheſ. 2<:1:9:))Care and: tenderhels. 
tour Father over us, Marth. 6.9/2; For. your Heavenly "Fas 
& Incoth. char he hav need of al-rheſe things: Audience: 
wm him, Johri 1:6: 2:6; At thar'i day; 2; foall &h in any, 
Navve, (CE. © Fori2be- Father himſelf loveth you. Now. this A ApF- 
Wario and? Relation of a Father in the: farſt Entrange: i in 
| -- ayers catries up our hearts unto theſe Oufideravienns>: 
i 
3 That weſhoutd by al nies labinr wide fe choad 
kin to God, 'vix. that he-ſhould be our Father; for why: 
towre call hinsfo unleſghe be foro us? arid-that. we ſhould: 
dot'be contented barely. with. the' Relation-unto/ himi.as we 
n&Met ; ' for ſo: were even the:4rbenians; who. inſcribed, 
dir” Altar, To 26 Untnown Godz this Oft-pring; afts. bz 
48. nor with Reldtioti ariling olit of an external' Profeſſi» 
o-and Covenant; but with that neareſt Relatioti of Paters 
diey, ariſing by our Union with Chriſt. -.. 

2. And conſequeritly;rhar all-our Applications i to God int 
"0 niuſt' be in, and through Cri for throngh/bim-1s: 
- — wrought.; "and _ is 4 Relation:of Nearnels ad 
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Unioa)which is the greateſt Nearnefs.Dpheſ.-211 3;/Bu wp f 
i» Chr Feſiu, $0, who ſanietimer' wei )afact "off; "672 matey 
[the: llaad of 'Chrift; and 19. of the” Hayfheld: of Gods: wir * 
nion-unco God grows by our Uniont6-Chrift; who iq 
widh/the' Father, John # 7.2.3. 0.5n-chrrn;" and: chis Þn' an | 6 
that thiy may be thigde perfeRt in one; and this .is the meating il 
or inhis- \Fobnl 1 6.2.6, Thraugh'bim we lan 
aniaccels tothe Father &pheſi 2. 28. no 7 35, 
2. We learn arith'arbat. Mffeftions we ſhould come to hit 

in our Prayers. * And theſe atiſe cither from. the conlidets 
tion of our duty, a&Children; or fram-the canſideratiadigl 
that which we are to-cxpect-from him, asa Father, Thy 
of-the firſt | part are principally theſe'; Love, Revereac 
Submiſfion, and Thankfulnefs, 1) F. 
+. Love #o'God; Phe very name-of a Farher importyn 
it-{elf- a refhation/ of benefit, and conſequently. of Lows 
Godis the: Father of thy-Beirig, as thou' art a. Man, iakd 
of thy" continual preſervation.z and if there were no\mar 
than this in this: comprehenſive name. of-the Father, ity 
eti6ugh' to take up the. whole ſtock and compaſs. of thy 
Ewe. ''The- Motien.from not being to being, -is.an.aþ- 
nite. Motion, atd.an «& of infinite Goodneſs.2s well and 
infinite Power, ' and deſerves and :challengeth! the utrermibl 
extearoF thy Love, as a juſt debt-unco it; {© that chow lf 
ſcarce a reſidue of a love left within the compaſs of thy 
ucreemoſt power, -which-thou- oweſt not to'rthis great Lowe 
of thy Lord in giving thee.a Being ; | and if this coraman 
Goodneſs of thy Lord requireth and deſerveth all thy Low 
whim as. the Father of thy nature, what Love doſt thoy 
dwe:him as. he is pleaſed-.to.be thy Father in a nearer rek- 
tion ,: to be'thy Father in Chriſt ? and thar after thou hudk 
reected him and-wert Loſt? and if thy'debt'of Love, thit 
thou oweſt. to him as the Father of thy Nature, be mois 
large than the Comprehenſion of thy- Power, how, /« 
with what wilt thou. pay that further debt of Love, which 
hou" oweſt to him for that undeſerved, unſought'for, 
peradded relation of thy Father by Adoption? when he 
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wha av Son to-dic: fox thee, / an enenty,, that thot 
I iphteſt receive the Adoption of a Son? Thus is. 4 love 


tt " fletb not only: thy Retribution, 'but alſo thy Know- 
lilge-!- Bebold, wher matiner of Love: the Father hath, beſtom- 
Mg. tity : thas ive ſhould! be called the Simi of God, : 1: John 
31. And the-Love of God.to us, as.t is the meritorious 
Queof our Love: © him, iis thar. which excites and 
out Love to:himy'>: John 4- 19. ##-Jove bim, | becauſe 
alt bncd us... And according to ity meaſure, we have of 
aporeheaGon-of the:Love of God tous, accotdingly is 
Ge meatiee of our Love-tochim again; This theretore is 
he affefion- chat."the name of: Father calls,our, «wi. 
ſhe ibreaſet: affeian: of our Love; in thut he hath giv en - 
bes Commitfion ito call-him Father, and. Ghriſt is not: oy 
indto-call:us Brethren,, Heb. 2. 2 1. 1: 1 
avi Retarince5| and :thists but a Conſtquent of the former. 
Love caſtiqur.fear;; 2 John 4.1 8. But it is. the: Mo- 
/of- Reverencej Hleb.-1 2.9... He havs\ bad Fichers of 
#6; which: carefled ui,  ang,we grove thim| reverente, &c. 
Mal:: 0:6: 1f 3--btt 4 Barker, Frohere 115.) ray honour 0: were 
Smo/no! other. diſtatice of. nature berween- thy. God-and 
a but. the. 9 memes relation obeeFarkety Hon 


clo Bubdniſſion: nmr Conſider thy Cd 15 to 
= which carries 'with it aicuagei of Authority, 
ally conſideribjg-tie is:4/ Father of Wiſdom, thar know- 
Wrhat is-firteſt for. thee, and! a Father of Mercies; tht 
enti ; more. merciful. $0-thee in drojing thee What 
tees thanh&colild)be:in granting & ::1t is/thy duty 
wk what thou wameſi;becaute dg Fake ; butuct 

ds{teic- him whar he ſhotld 
ot Thankfulneſe, i for vill Tan becauſe 
TL > 


EY Ko © Meditations 4 Jyos the Lord's bs Pragdh - 
he is the Author of thy: Being, ſo hes the roman || bh 


"Es And asthe: Name of « Father crties upward tink 2D 
fodljons of Love, Fear, | Submithon and. 'T'han 
:wards God, fo irbrings down thoſe-Apprebenſins of Gate 
-are; ſuitable to the buſineſs about which we arc; ©: |: x " 
-.1, From the- conſideration that God- epmp 
placed in the Entrance of this Prayer,/ "we have. Inorg. 
.ment' to make our-acceſs 'unto hin with an humble dad 
: When we-confider the Glory,.: and the :Majeſty anda 
Purity of the'Grear::and Infmite God, in wo Goh the 
'Heavens are not-.clean, nor the Stars _—_— Fob'x 5.''5zþt 
25,25. that chargeth his Angels!with folly;: and'in: hisÞhs, 
-ſence: the Cherubims cover their faces : How ſhould Duf 
and Aſhes, Man that is a Worth, under the-appreheha 
-of: his - Majeſty and Glory, -. ever: thirik:that-this Gloria 
God ſhould liſten untoy. or entertam his Perſon or his: Proj. 
ers 2\'When: David conſidered: 1but-of the .Sun and:Moam 
arid Stars, which are hurt the works. of his hands, be\found 
-a-great diſproportion us:and. thern. -. hat. is. 
' thati chou ſhonldeſt be mindful 'of kim ?Pfal; 8. 4: ' Much: 
-between. us:and'itheir and -our (Creator; the Son bf Gol 
—_—_— that knew: his Father's: Will,---and thoughtshe 
reth towards:ns,-i preſents hin co-us in the brink:ofox 
yers/ under: the Zxpreſſiow of a Father, that wig, 
-vitelus, * before +he © pate abun) wt the appreheniea 
\his being:in Heaven,'."chat might e us: = 
conception of the:'Love:and- DR a Father; bebe 
conception of his:Majeſty.and Glory. And is he thy Father! 
why ſhouldeſt:thow-hov- uporr'all NY 
-whither-: ſhould: a\/Child- go iwith»boldneſs, of - not 
Father? and to :fuch'a : Father: a$ heis pleaſed to! 
hitnſelf unto; Avicth more. ceriderneſs: and: cencleves thy 
ties: within the bowels of ainaturaloFarher?: Ifa..1 4.9.15, 
Canis Homan, whole: affettions/ate: moſt ardent and wmpor- 
tunate, forger 4 Child, a piece of her! felf,; -ber ſucking Chill, 
Y hom ſhe nb RCA "15 Bici obligation of you 
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at Care, chat: ſhe ſpould not. have compaſſiong; when her na» 
we-Love is heightned'by. a . pitiful occurrence, of che:Son-. 

tle Hank, the perieRion: of her;coneeption ?. es ſhe: may 
wet, et; 1 will-not: forget thee,:: ſaith;aht. Lord, Hol: 1.1; 8. 
kh ſpall 1 give: thee up, Ephraim ? bow. ſhall I-deliver thets," 
hagh?: how ſhall d-make-+hee as Admah 2 bog ſball-T:ſer'thee- 
Zeboim 2: 19y Hea#t is:turned: within; me; my; repentings | are. 3 
hnded cogether.:; 1 rnll 108. execute the. flerceneſs:of mine\ auger 5 
fd 9m God. and not Many Hyſ. 11." 3.iT yaught Ephraim-4o:. 
uh tedding. bir bx tbe. hand. 'Ephraimg like'a weak Child was» 
to fumble and ape every..occaſion,. and. like a: 
me Child -apt-40:ſnarch; away his hand from him. that: 
dhim; yet:che; Aﬀecion of a:Father. is- not. loſt bythe: 

neſs or frowardneſs. of a Child,: Deut,:342..6,2:1; Do 

i thus requite:tbe Lord, Q fooliſh. People; arid rrauniſe ? | 5aiat: be 
dy Ruther that houghe thee ? ; As. an: Beagle Sirreth up her neſt: and: 
futtererb aver ber-Joung, freadeth, ehrodd her wings, \taketh them: 
ad beareth them 018 her. wings, ſo: the: Lord, glone did lead hims. 
lad: all theſe,. and: a: world of the: like: Expreſſions. inthe 
Iok:of God, to.unveil.the love. of Gog;ro his: Creatures, 
and thereby, to.draw...out. an. awekul. loye to; him, ;and-an: 
kuwble boldneſs; to.. make.an approach.ugta himg; Heb. 4+ 
16:;:Lee 215 pherefore-come boldly unto the Thraky: of Grace'z and. 
jp bleſs, our Redeemer,.who by the price;of his Blaod hath 
chaſed this free liberty'of acceſs unth God:as: our Fathery 
3-12, bs, whom me; have boldneſt and acceſs; mith sonfidened> 
a as be hath purchaſed acceſs for ws,;.fa when; notwith- 
fading that we are:feaxtul, and backwhrd,:antl 4ſhamgd 
wane, is: pleaſed inthe virtue.of-.bis own, Mediation; to 
d. berween. the Glory and Brightneſs of the Father and 
Ws POO Creatures,..and; to ſhew; ns mor Afchis} Goodnels 
md Mercy than of;his Glory ; . and $0,-receive.ietur;deſites; 
to-bring both they; and. us into. the preſepeecafhhia Far 
Be,,and our. Father, ol an ngD 1911162 9 - 12H 
« $5.45. this: Exproffion.. leads usiaintarGod; ard giveius 
els, fo it gives us aſſurance of Succeſs in our Petitions; T bi 
Feayer 36. 1sfaide;igcT de waylereby 
eÞ = in 


158 Meditations apou the" Ford's: 098 
in-an Abridgment ;agk'wharſoever'is neceſſary | 
or that to: come; bur the Name'6f-a" Fagher as a compiy, | Ne 
henfive Name; the-Petitions that 'thou in king ri | 
Petitions, and the- Promiſe is yet more large, John 16.43, | 
Wiharſoever ye" ſhall\av'hv Father , in ryy Name he will pid f th 
you. Marth." 7. 74\Ask, "avd it ſhall be given you: ' But here ff W 
the Foundatzon;: 'thy application is to thy Father: 'Mank: Bl 
7. 11. If ye being #oil' fnow* how 60 give ved rhings to your"Ohi : 
dren, how much nave 'ſÞ4ll your Father which #'in Heaven gs 
good things to then #had ashbim ? 
or expect framthy-Natufal Farhely | 
more, 'may"{thou'expett; from'thy' THewres Father:''Þy 
tience;- ro: bear: with thy infirmities-ahd failings, Pſa) 
Flay pu a pity''thy uſoritng, Pfat. r04/ Hh, 
Jake: Jaltice,” to averige thy i 
juries; nary te 109: oh Protection, 46 defend thee from 
danger; Vigilancy and-Caze, to finppart'rhee againſt Tei. 
prations; Mercy, to-pardon thy baok-flidings;” Fer. 3: 
Skill x0+ rumbed-ar 52 Foc: a 'Tenderneſs, 'to- gevepychy wok 
pap ron > ES 6 and\Bumiry;" | ] 
to'reward thy” fake peeforinittes '2DuR? 14. 34. 
nat litele flock, it 14-rhy Fathers good will 1d Jivs' 5ou 6 Kinjh 
And this Conſideration of God. a3"dvr Father, whin nt 
come before -him"in Prayer, a5 it -reach6th ws our-d "6 
x doth moſt naturally teach ' us the three firſt Petitions 
defire the Glory: of his Name, the Increaſe of the 
tation of his Kingdom ' ahd: Power, the full fubmidfidei 
to," and defire of "the fulfilling of Mis will. "An" 
relatioriſooks downward upon Oy '{6/it-eonchudes the th bg 
kf Petitions.  Frotty whom ſhouldeſt thou! deſire or-ev 
aver ts forgive they Conveniencies'to- ſapply thee" 
Fe to preſetve-and deliver thee from Evil,” 
nya Father? and as: from this appellation” of 4? 
ther we gather Confidence in hi; love, ſo the iext: q 
emion'gr deſcription 6 xhis Father, "me \gither *Confidente i 
his Pompey. 33 140 I pools. * 3 14 Of _ 
© DbuWure bv took or e Heaven Fathabihiegs, 5:5 


OY ditations bpon the Tarts Prayer . 159 


4 f # end 2. "I Wh inence of his "Glo and Power. The 
of [ploy of Eres and” rlorious Ar 


i ; Farr pores If the 
ceatnels - . Pfal. 1. I For oy Gol bs 
s the L6PY "Lal b; bath Jore #34 Ty ſeth: © 
Throne of his Mijelty, Phlay r1.'. 
| "Heaveh is\ my  Ehront, Eh 

ood. 1 4s '&: Extol bjm' that 55 th the ed 
w. Dept, 3.3. >6, wþo. rideth upen the inten fr ay befp 
be Athy upon the hy. y. 1 Kin . Heiyen th 

ng Page, Which though it GA the att lis plot 
rot the circumſcription, of his P bf AX 7 

40d the Heaven of Heavens, an thee'P 

Fr above the Heavens. NY Fr 


Gent > So 
| Eart ehac 
fence is 1n A = 
wres, wt Tots ' his reſerſte is a 
Fen, Infinite and E encaal lory is ; 
Fa from this attribution we | 79. Re) 
il, Our ur Duty in. Prayer. © As. 2 Cliifffin Thould' 26h 
hore hi his Converſation in\Heaveh, Front, whence he 
hs. Saviour, Phil, 3. :2O. ſo 1 in «f pecial mfnner' Ge: ben'h he 
gomes to. God in Prayer, Hence Prayer! i; called a dial 
.to God, Heh. 1o. 22. lifting - up the Heart wntd 
20d Know Fog Ro thou do? ; orat leaſt, ſhould; 
| yer] FB thy, Heart up into ek before the TH 
he Infinue. Maxſy : ; Which imports or "inforceth's = 
ques wa YW«385 
Ap; #hy "4b at "be. mw led with thy Pi ajers, Yor Wire % 
| Fa Way . 4 draw. Mo Gac \ bur 'by bringiti ng t r by 
wit Int. . us | preſence. He in Sobiit, and withe Wer 
in Spirit ; thy Body is here upon che Earth; and 
KK 4 thy 


* Meer vor, the. Lord's om 
7 wards: vaniſh before- they. are Ling. far from, the 
.canſt not -get | before the preſerice” Fort Pray; | 
Heaven but 1 ages Spirit and 'Soul ; "and ui iy 
Prayer be the drawing near of thy Spirit to him, 
re is. 2 Provocation, and. not a es unprofink 
| for thee, and unaccepted and © th 
God ; it dies, and is rotten inthe -£ 
pp to thy. Father, > VR ſain 1 i9.in Heaven. | o 
_ 2. Let thy Spirit a pure $) Irit, and by Yerba 
Prayers; for = hath any. thin e's ww g 
with Heaven, a place of Purity I idle? N None! 
the, pure in Spirit can ſee Ged, Mart. 5. $. and "none th 
pure. hands are fie to be lifted up to him, 1 Tim. 23 
Pfal.- 2.4. 4- and that thy Spirit may be pure, and' fit 
come up info this High and Holy Place 02 6k ro 
munion with the Hdy and. Glorious God, get th Ipir 
and Soul, and 'Conience waſhed by the" Blood bo 
and thy Prayers mingled with the” Incenſe / of 
Rev. 8. 3. and labour to 2 ge an Inberenr Holineſs, a| ap 
and 2 fanCtified Heart, and from that will thy wer 
thy ' Converſation, and thy Services. and' ty, "Satrifices 
|. are ;but the Emgnations and Fi Ks of Xu He 
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Fn | 
"The Ten, Des her aw, when hey th vers to. ale "nex 
Unto ( God 4 an their Adminiſtrations, were, to be waſhed and 
glean; ff rom their. Fu and. external Iris; lt 'abd1 
© Was not ſuffered .to come into e” Taberna 

hu w wha i 1 chat t to the. eproſic and Impuriry of ter 
that very. part of thee thar only can have'an Trhmiediate 
$*ls to God ? and. what, Communion can there be" beiw 
boy God. apd ay 'unboly” Bd, ? Phat. 66.18: If 4 
Iniquity in my 'Bearr, God "will n6t bear >ie. Conſt 
Forrehare that. thy, ome ft A uato ue He the dwel by 
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_ Meditations upen the Lord s ; Prayer. I6; x 
| ole of his Majeſty and of his Glory, and Holineſs be- 
Gates fach an Habitarion, P/al. 94. 5. Bit 'who thien is" 
Is dich communion ? What is Man" that he'fhould be clean? 

'l fond be which 55 - born of a Vonan, that he ſhould bt righteous 7 
MA bo purterh no truſt in his Saints, ea the Heavens art'nte 
4 " his fight, how much more abominable and filthy Fi "Mo. 
1 ” idrinkech iniquity like water ? Job 15. 14s 15, wy. 
iv for this, thy Saviour hath given thee an 
fſecaketh 'away* the iniquity of rhy "Holy things; and nid: 
gs hy Sacrifices with his one incenſe, '#nd covers 
Wpirities with his own righteouſheſs,” ind; if for /all-this 
$-ſenſe of thy. own vileneſs cover thy Heart with ſhame, 
#d+the burden of thy Sins and Corruptions k s thy 

winder, that it cannot with that clearneſs-and'cor derice 
bok up unto Heaven, but, with the Publican- in the ( 
ſand afar off, and ſearce canſt ask for any 'thirig; bur-whar 
&# ſenſe of Guile inforceth, YJixz. Merty'to pardon thee; 
j#fach is the Goodneſs of God' in Chriſt'to thy low and 
mbled Soul, that though thou | haſt- ſcarce confidetice 

wogh to draw nigh-unto God, yet ' he- hath compatfion 
eough to- draw nigh'unto thee, Pfal 34. 18. The Lord'js 
pb #6 them! that arc of 4 broken Heart. | And though thy 

Soul can ſcarce get up into Heaven, into-the preſence 
| Creator, yet he will bring down Heaven _—_ 
Gout, Tfaiah F7. 15. Thus faith the High and Lofty One t 
Whuhizerh Erernity, whoſe Name is Holy, T dwell. in the bigh and 
LF Place, with him allo that' is of a contrite and humble ſpirie 
Wrevive the ſpirit f che bumble, and to revive the heart v the 
elitrite ones. 
4$0g,- -Lee' thy Prager: be full of Reverence "with the whole 
Man: foray thou'comeſt /to 2 Father, ' and” in that: re- 
| 'thou® oweſt him Reverence, ſothau comeſt 'to'a 

Heavenly Father , | the"' great + Lord and: Judge 'of 'all 
4 1 Pet. 1. 17. And if ye" call on the Father, why, 
FreſpeRt of perſons, *judgerh according - ta every Maris works, 

\ the time of Jour ſojotning here 4d fear. ''And/as' a Father, 

ſich a Father calle for thy Reverence, 6 eſpecially. when 
thoy 
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bn nt Srncomnt t this great ror King ; ” 
© 4 DrONE, 1 \ PLACE Y- an __ | vi 
Latirude ws 5 in ab oe RNS wo 
:& NOUghts, With £ ky ” 
ons of the Glory. and. Majeſty of the.Lord, dy 4h 
thou comeſt, and that thou  mayſt conſider the: Infinzed Mid 
Rancethat i is between thee and the Lord of Heaven ; 
$55; 9+; Far 45 4he | Heaven. is. higher than the _ 
40. Theagbre than zoaur. Thaughts,. and ny ways than you bb 
upen: this, conſideration to Admire and M rf 
5 and Mercy. of this. greaz King, that is; nl 
admit poor Gn Gofal Worms to come into his preſence; a 
g:for. our Lives, and for our Souls, with a promik.t Wi 
rey and. Accepration. their 
WS 4 thy Prayers þe full of Intention ; Thoy dou - 
t, bring up thy Soul into. Heaven, into the yp 
ſence, of the Great-and Glorious God ; and what ſhoyll 
;:wandring Thought;, thy Earthly buſineſ do. there? 
leave. them. at the Foot of the Hill, when thou aſceadel 
int. the Mount of God. Conlider the perſon, to: whap 
hou comet, exattly. views and obſerves the frame, 
ion, and Workings, and motyons of thy Twp 
and Delres, and whether they go along with thy W 
or. with thy External Deportment; and. if they do. not 
much 'of thy prayer:is -not only Joft, but a. mockery, and 
abuſe of thy Maker. And . as the Confideration. of te 
perfor. to. wham. thou makelt . thy. addrely, lo the pla 
where thou comeſt doth not ſuit with thoſe impertinet and 
vain diverfions. . Therefore when thou prayeſt' da, \ir cate 
[iy + adviſedly.'and with the whats new of ah 
Soul. : Beoleſ.. 54/24 Be not raſh with thy Mouth, audi 
\not thy Heart ugzer any thing haſtily before God, for God, «1h 
Heaven '\gud thou upon. Earth. 1d) 
_./. -4»:;As-this Expredion.teacheth us our duty towards Gol 
- Prayer, ſu irteacheth.us whar o.expeft from. him, ., + 
ik. Henee learn-ehe 4bſering Eye of Gody that is acqua 
"with all thy wants, and with all thy Defies. It Fw 


— Maliation #pow the\Lort's Projer. x63 
ur pee made of his betigg in Heayeh, 'F4 
£93 {\ Thit Clouds art 2 covering | # him chat he ſeeth mo, 
þ in thy Circuit of Hedven, "No, bur Pi IE 
Let kerb &'x: Heaven, he beboldeth all the Sotyg 
b diſtance of un Nag is 116 
mM Fo NY 4; hearing; in,” 'They 
TLET his Glory} ASM + places ate 
his preſence; bur eſpecially be # nigh to them that call 
20 NA Bit cal upon him in Truth, Plalm 14/5;"18. 
bor pn a be of abroken Heart, Plat '34- 18. is rotnjd 
os People, Pfilm 12.5. 2. is nigh unts them tf all the 
os bim'for,. Dev. 4 7- will bow down bis Ear to begt, 
£24 will ow- don the Heavens and come doh for 
q 2h Pſalis 18. '9. So that thy Prayers have t16 
at diftance'to go, for all places' are Heayen whete 
end"he is jn all placts, eſpecially where rw or three” 
herd cogether in his Name to call upon him. - 
4 \ Hence learnthe All-ſufficient and Almighty Power of God, 
7 TIF. 3: Or God 4 in Heaven, be hath done twhatſoe- 
| aſed.”". As the relation of a Parher catrieth 
i@ fulneſs of Love, co be vilng to gran thy Mx 5s 
nabſts, fo the Conſideration diaeYis is a Heaven 
Whcth with it a fulnefs' of Power to grant rig Theſe 
derations of the Love and Power of Gad bear tip. on 
re 1n Prayer, as once Aaron and Hur did Myſes's Hands, 
(17, 12,', And therefore” they are bath plated: FA 
= Porch of this Prayer, like 'the . Pillars of Fachin and 
We aber Tem ple, 1 Kings 7. = oe 0 a] Anitþ 
W 1th Hear in thy Prayer to God. 
is: "As oF eontideration of Heavenly, or which "6 tm 
Raven carries thy Heart 'to confidence if his Poy Hh 
itciency to grant thy Petitions, io ic improves th 
| Wh "in his Infinate Tengerneſs and Goodneſs. 'When iu 
Felt to yl Father” of thy fleſh, thy Earthly Fa 
' At "and carries With it, much Love had 
-ompa þ if th been obſerved ; but though he be o 
$1612 "ye he: 7 2n Earthly Father ; and as his" your 
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264 Meditations upon-the Lord's Rrayer, | 


and Syfficiencies are narrow and ag 7/1 Wo Kal WW py 
tothe Extent. of thy . wangs and bis Aoty S144 
and mingled with OT 
6 of Foo Temper or op: 
f her Womb, IGzab. 4 AE 
ie are Woman may Us E aw 1'C a th 
> ro provoke their, own Chil ks 
6. 4. But were. thers not mixtures, of ers. in 
Aion of Parents, ;yet their Aﬀectigns | are pil 
kich is our Condition, that in one day we ſhould out-{ 
that. ſtack of Patience. to bear, and Mercy to forging 
ahe- moſt tender, Earthly. Father ever had, or could þ 
ble of... We ſtand in need every day,of the infinite bay 
of a | yenly F ather, .to bear and pardon 3 and-:ri recemen 
as of infinite Power to ſupply and ſuppart us, I/aiab: 55, 
Lee the icked forſake his ways, and t Drreghrens | 
Thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, ard. be \wil 
Mere. and, to our God, for he will abundantly Pa dins 
"Thou bes re not your Thaughts, nor your Ways My ways, [ait 
Jad: for 4s the Heavens gre higher thay.the, Earth, ſa an. 
ov igher than Your w4y;,: and my Th bes than our 
Hal; 13..9. 0b Iſrael, .thou haſt thro, thy felf,; We. 
M6164 thy help, I will noe. repurn co deſtray * 
Ged and not Man, Hoſea-11. 9... As Hrs | 
Rid,, Were all the Compaſſions, and Bowels, .and Þ, 
Fg a Ferngts 1 in the Ware combin bo in = ary 
ms are grown. to that hei thy oper 
_ xfoion,. thar all _thar Hg Br too weak, 
jw and all that Compaſſion to9, limal t9 FE wa | 
haſt out-{inned all the Compaſs. and Ex 
ence ;, but Iam God, and not V p A 
ugh for all this to bear. with thee, A a Tirg 
antly, to pardon. thee. . Fex. 3. 12,. Return thou | | 
| 7 | Tirasl, faith be. Lord, and ] will not; cauſe myng,, | 
407 1, upon. Mis far Tam ns ciful, dat He Lard,,. ang | 
Anger for ever 51 Only acknowledge thme iniquity. 
na tranſerefled . ag the Lord, th ig "The | 


$44 


# 


Girona chroagh all his Around, 4 

Ja Mercy to pardon; than in his Power:us 

11 Neb. 2.41.7, 28. 21d now I beſeech aber," der 

| of my [-Lord be great, cactording <rabou ba ſputen, 
Fe ntl oping md of grew Mg. 
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ia Now 1 come o he dept thefine." 


bt Js 
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——ERORGTY PETS T ©. Ex i 08 2 it he: 


F Helbwed be-zby Nome: Wherein ſhall be conddered;”7 
+: What we: are to underſtand: by the Name of :God. 
iy. What weare to underſtand by AE Pagers 

= .'The Ways of God and bis judginents 
to ays. 6 an 

punſearchable, and paſt findingiout, Rem.'1 7; 33. and 
hs Ways -are ſuch, how irifinitely |. unſearchable 'is bb 
tc and'Nature? the Angels that'are by God'endued 
© an «Underſtanding more receptive / of this light than 
xs;-dobehold his Face, Marz.1:8; 10. Bur: FIT" 
res too-bright for. their pure Eyes, ©. 
i too. wide) for. thoſe perfeCt Intelligences to  compre- 
bad: -bur Mortal Man cannot behold: his Face, Exod. q 4. 
26. 1 Thow-canſt mot ſee my Face. for .no Man can ſee:me,'"\und 
je... But-yerſuch :is his Mercy "and: Condeſcention'to bis 
teature, that he:communicates ſo much of the knowh 
| If: unto\ us, as is convenient for us,  and' ſufficient 
wi-bring-us: to; &:more perfett Vifion of him when-our 
Sul ſhall-be [endued with an, Angelical capacity ro-foe 
In, -Mate:.5. 8. 1. Bleſſed are the pure” in © Heart :/ for #hiy 
ful-fer”God;::» And the means. whereby we know: him;' is 
the Manifeftation-of his Name unto us, Fobw 17; 6::T 
bow: Menifted eby Neme unto the Men which chon-gaveft a 
The:Name of: the/Lord therefore 5mporrs theſe rwo; chings.” 
2c; That which he:hath been” pleaſed ro manifeſt 'unts 
win his Word concerning himſelf, his Efſence and Artri- 


bites, 

v2. That Glory and Honour, | which, As 2 bani from 
the Sun, har ies tharrhavifoftarion. Wi 

7 I, Touching 


+ bes Fou the Riel; Gottuth, 
fie yoveeges Namcdor Expretfions,: very 
have ſons conceptions \concerbingbim and .chough;y 
[0 hag given to. Godin the Sariprure, «44 3 pa ky | 7 
N yet-he bath choſen ſome expreſfiovs which heh 
in a ſpecial manner called his Name, as being of a 2M * | 
ſpecial uſe to us,: wid therefore are:to have a-greater | 
{109 upon us; ſometime to fignife his Abſolute and} "y pa «5 
padenb being. Etod. 3.13. . And Moſes jaid wato God, oi 
T cid do ithe- Children of 'Iiracl, and ſhall ſay unzo i thend that 
op Baker bub fre nes ou nd te fla i q 
twhat ui his Name ? tohat ſhall I ſay unto then ? » . 
ante Maſks, 7 AM THAT\6 4M./ Thai ſpat: tim ſp an bop þ 
Fu M;hatb ſeri: me. Sometimes to-fignate|che' + 
hi Authority, IG. 442.8. I: am the Lord; that: my 
and my Glory ivill Ittot grot to another.' Sometithes | 2 ad 
his Power, Jer. 2.0.-26:” «The Lord of Hoſts:is. Juis:Nume: _— F 
times to. {ignific the :Itimenſity of his Majeſty, Exod:Guy 
T apptared unto. Abrahani, Ifaac and Jatob,, by che ;Nane- of 6 
Aimighty; but by my Nemd Jehovah way T not kpaien unes\ this 
Plal:-8 3: 18: Thou! whoſe Name 5s Jehovah... Dewt. 2 Sql 
That thou mayeſt fedr this Gloriout and Featful © Name, the lad 
Shy (God. Sometimes ro lagnihe | bis Purity, \Exod: [44-46 
bot mame 55 Fealeius: Plak 93. 3- hoſe Name. its | 
sboye all; when God himſelf was pleaſedy:at: theirequey 
of: his. Creature, ro make his Goodnefsto paſs before hin 
atd.to proclaim his Name, - conſiſting} of-atl the/ingredia 
necellary for our knowledge and: viſe. "Excl .346/7;mh 
Lordi, the: Lord God," Merciful and Gratsou; Longs/uffering wil 
Abundant :in Goodneſi and Truth, Keeping metiy - far rhovſand 
Forgiving iniquity, Trangreſſion and ſin, arid that will by tho. ment 
| Clear the gmilty,' &6(c. And this was the\Namecthar: bow: 
viour cathe to comment upon,ſhewirig His Merey an pa 
ing us, ad his Juſtice .in-puniſhing' our Sis, Ma oy 
his Truth in fulblling the brit Goſpel preached in Paradify 
The ſeed of the Woman ſhall break, the Serpent'1 bend.  Andthy 
Nare of God he manifeſted to Es us. at 


' Meditotions apet the Lord'r Prayer. t67 

O Tere ith, # name of ofthe Lord is taken for-that; Glay endddgs 

s gil that is d dais iEfſence,Atrribuges andtW ors; whe 

myllaleio of bi bas own Berkedlion: 1 Hokath Hehath. prothimcdrhugd> 
AS Merciful and Gradious, and his works of: Merz: 

© bad tab x this part-of his Name :- Iajafs, 4.85; 0%: 3 xcothr 

2 Wa " BS will defer mine anger ©: fir bun ſouds/j awe 

7 "| d2 and I will. not" give my Glangocinetiots> He pros 

po Wah his Strength and: Power; andthe wotke:.of bis 

we reflcd Glory vpon: chat park o6 hiydiame: Fere-a/ 

ſn Name '# greas| wes: rs 20.>69>cb+ bt ſet 

in Egypt, SG. ng thee's. Neme ao dt thirdiy 

1 proclaimed ' that;; he! is-lotig-huflering ;1 and ;the 

a of his: Patience towards-out/backlidings and{nobal 

afle& Glory ,upan-thar part'of hls Namp::. ib: Pial. 206; 

everebelgs be fived, ohio for li Navin" r foe 4 abit beonight 

ibis mighty! pownr ;enin; | the ;df | ks. Patiende-to 

i (hear chem, as: well: as: of his! \? 10; tdeliver thei, 

dthus; Plal. 4.8: tocrording. cooky:Nemay1 ſom: thy pray 

ty ad! the:Earch : that-izyiall, the works gh Gods! and bit. di6 

_ pnfitioris carry an; ifnpretiion of the (Glory and /Eruthaef 

CE be Atrribure of: bis Name, Pfalm-1-3.4 2; 7 will proif: che 

Mau fr thy loving Kindneſs and tly Trath,, far rhou haſt mage» 

TVord above all thy Name: that 15; thyi word, 

thy Name-to'be:Merciful, Bounniful, Andall 

EET Government in the World doth Juſtitze: che 

of -that word of thide, '+and doth arreſt itz everypert 

ning back! to ſome Arribute :of that Namneiof 

$ Glory, and: a jult ſuffrage; uato tha wrath _ 


- Hallawed, or Sanfiified, br Name. 
| \ This Jpipores theſe thidgs? "= 


+; ; Thar all the' Warks of God, and the. Afions a6d De- 
wnvences of the World, may bear upon rhetn, and in theing 
an'1 on of the Glory of God, of his Power, Maje- 

by Widom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Thar: they may have 
#h Bos upon 


In ny int 
-and-Order ;-and-the Excelien 


Nor did ſpeak the-PerfeRtion of the Workinan 54 i E 


Sinof Men and- Angedhronght — 


oe prom for ol oy ſake: And though intharcurſe, ane 
ather the 


In of Sin, there;is (till GE 
Juſtice: of:God ir puniſhing, and of his:Wiſdom in ny 


En che yet much. 0 the beauty of the workst 
is: taken from them: by! that [diſorder that Pro 
them; When we'pray" therefore thai 

rep oe God'may be hallowed; we deſire that, as mh 
2s-may" ſtand with his will, Ee ia 
the impretfion of his _ they may: have a conkp 
mity, not only-to his bur ro by good pleaſureyalm i 
in-all things\the Wiſdom,” and Goodneſs, and Powetd 
God' may be conſpicuous; that-he'would: in Chriſt tals 
our 'thar diſorder: and curſe, that by: Sin' defaced theiCin 
nie; that all things may-in the higheſt meaſure be reſtoml 
eo their primitive: perfection ';-'that'all, the occurrenced 
the: World, -and*all the aftions of Men: and Angels,.may 
carry in them rhe moſt eminent inſcription of his Preſency 
Wiſdom and'Goodnefs, and may be-direfed with'the'bul 
advantage to his'Glory. Our love'to God makes thay 
which he wills,” 'to be our wills; and: as he wills his ow 
Glory, '1o it makes us to deſire his Glory z/ and though'ws 
areto leave the particular manifeſtation thereof to his.Wi 
dom, yet it -muſt be our chief defire \that all things 
in the higheſt meaſure, move to his Honour, and bear th 
Inſcription of it. - And this is that praiſe that David calls ke 
from all Creatures, Pſalm 148. 150. 

 2.'In as muchas God hath indued «Reaſonable Creature 
wich Underſtanding and Capacity, to diſcover the Wildum 
and Goodneſs of God in his Creatures and Works, wem 
to-deſire that the "Works of God may not only a—— 
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ations "HE bobs __ Ry m6 ; 
aſh cl ecret impreſſion of his' Power, Wiſdont 
oy Actrburs bur that” ir may. be” made evident, 
+ and- manifeſted to the underſtandings ' of 

id Ange and that they'may diſcern it, and be con» 
my "Palm 9. 16: that the' Lord may be knswnby 


s oe womient'that he' executes, Pſalm 64: 9. And-all Men 


_ deelare the- works of God for they ſhall wiſely con- 


| ng ws 7 " Phalm 58: 1 1.'S" that a Man ſhall ſay; verily 


Fudgerb'in' the Earth, Pfali111. 2. That as 
is works -ny grear;ſo-they may be ſotight out; that as all 
works of God-contain an objeftive glory "of God in 
Fs that 'the fame: may be ſeen and obſerved by thoſe 
his Creation, Men and Angels, that have a'capa« 
 receive/it 5 and for thar purpoſe that objeQive Glos 
# God i is put into' all creatures, and this capacity or re- 
is placed in Intellectual Creatures,- that they -may 
ny diſcern” the Glory of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs 
ad Fruth, and all other his Attributes in the Creatures, 
»q- And in as much as he hath magnified bis Ford above 
dis Name, Pſa/m 138. 2, That is, he hath evinced the 
mit of his Word, and every partthereof in all the courſe 
$his Providence and: Works, "that Men and Angels may 
Ikern;and underſtand the fulfilling and making good of 
WWord.' The Sun: ſhining ' upon 'a- Glaſs doth cauſe a 
aeftion" of his beams, but many may not ſee it, either 
leeauſe they are'blind and carinot ſee it,” or they look ano- 
ther way, -or ſtand inſuch'a-polition- that they do not ſee 
#>ard fo it -is with the \Works'of God; When I pray 
tht'his Name be hallowed, I pray "that God would-be 
; © pexſed- ro. open the "Eyes of. Mew by- his Spirit; ''to put 
them-in' ſuch: a:frame and pobtion, 'thar: they may diſcern 
the':Power: and : Wiſdom, and Govdnefs, and Juſtice; and 
Tmhy of God, that refleQs from his Words,” thar/theſeim- 
pretſions of tis inay- not be loſt unto __ nor the' Glory” of 
wnn-loft uno him: 5 + 1 
4 That the deſrontSbboaadS: diſewdeny of the Truth 


ud: —_— &6;«0f God; — -not-only work ia «con- 
ys L1 viction 


PR © ww P k 


viction thereof in our Underſtandings 
thus it- doth even to the Devils 6 os Oy TT 


on may-raiſe up in tbe minds and affetions hoſe ra Bk 


guences, 'that ſhould ariſe-.from fuch a conviction; 


are theſe: 1. A- ſubſcription and ſetting ny " ys and 


is True; and Juſt, and; Merciful. - In the work &{K oblfbett 


viction we are in 4-manner. paſſive, .but herein y 
ative, when in- our hearts:-we do'chearfully and 
ſubſcribe and atteſt to all 'that Goodneſs, arid Truth, 1 

of we afe thus convinced; 2. An:luward;4dmiration Fro 


Power, Truth and Glory of God, that is thus diſco ho 


unto us. The natural effect of great diſcoveries is / 
ration,. 2 Theff. 1. 10, To be adniired in» all them | 


lieve. 3. Bleſſing of that. Goodneſs: of his; not only thay | 
diſcovered- unto 'us, | but that ſo far'condeſcends to his wyſtke 
ture, -as to ſhew us ſo much of his'Glory, Truth and: Greaby 


neſs. 4. An Attribution of Infiuutely more Glory, tefty 
Mercy, Goodneſs, and all perfetion- unto him, Bhs 
fibly -1 can diſcover by any of theſe Manifeſtations, oa 
dering that all his Works put together cannot ſpealghy 
Fulnefs. - If 1 could- ſee all the Glory of God, tharalldy 
Works of God: in the-whole World do-bear upon then 
yet I muſt needs conclude'in reaſon ; that they are inhni 
ly ſhort. of that Perfeftion which he hath in him: fork 
muſt needs have a. reſidue of Power and Wiſdom, inhnits 
ly mote than commenturate to all his Works put together: 
| In alaſs? Lee but: a:part of .his Works, and ſo narrows 
my capacity, that], find plainly /I cannot-reach to the: by 
tom of any Work, nor ſearch it out, nor his Power, 'Wi 
dorm and Glory, char lies-i in afly or worm, tathe uttermoſt; 
and ye 4 fee ſo. much ,as doth: aſtoniſh-meg, and confound 
tne, eyen.in the leaſt 'of all his Workings ; what meaſure 
then muſt! his own. Falneſs: amount. unto? And this mad 
David; | and-the other; Saints 'of Gad;: whoſe-Eyes : he! 
opened, even to loſe themſelves in the Contemplations 
Expreſſions of: the-Goodneis ;andGreatheſs of God... $4 
FERLTTI TT bear, and > :Love, —— 


a; W 


- 


Mol ntionts npon the Lorf's Prayer. 11 
als 7 ObeSerce, and of al the choiceſt and ſweeteſt 
wikis of bur Souls to him; as the juſt deſert of bis Good- 
Ne as ad Truth, and the jutt Tribure due to his Majeſty 
what Glory. * And this is the Sandifying of the Lord of 
Gs Yb 8. tf. And thus he will be anibed by all 
{Cer that draw fear unto bith, 'Lev. to. '2. The SanQi- 
wealliir of the/Eortl in the heart, 1. Per. 2; ty. 
lng"; And as theſe 'affeftions and morions are made in the 
wh Matt, fo By all Exrernal Expreſſinis of the tongue, to evi- 
ofſflete that inward conviction and affeRtion of the Soul ; 
Wene Fr vas much 'as'in us lies ; to propagate and proclaim to 
Wd the World the Glory due ro God,” by ono Rogny 
ealy bis Truth, 1 Kg: 18. 39. When the people fa 
baffle Miracle of the Fire devouring the Water, they fell on 
ene Mike faces, and faid, The Lord he i5 God, The Lord he 3 God: 
re Wy aſcribing Greatneſs, Dew. 3.2. Strength, P/aim 68, 34. 
* Bbry,F/al. 96:8. unrb his Name ; By publiſhing his Name, 
pAEee:32.3. Singing forth his Honour, P/al. 66.2. Exalting 


00k Name: Þ/alm 34:3. Cauſing it to be had in remembrance, 
Yo 

us i Mii 1 2. | 

te BY pollefſed with the fenſe of the PerfeCtion of God, the Mouth 
its WY villfpeal. | 

&: 5. That from the fame Principle in the Heart the lives of 
bs i fer 2nd 4ngels may bring Glory and Honour to God, that 
Oh gy Conforttiey of their Natures and Lives to the Will of 
is God concerning them. Other Crearuires, by a paſſive Con- 
&; © fetdiry unto the Will of Godz-bring Glory  unts him, 


Wo. by "moving as they are moved by thoſe Natural Tri- 
ts that afe pur in them; but to Men and Angels God 

| given thar Honour to have in them an Attive. Princi- 

f tot only to be conformed, but to conform co rhe Will 
«God, and to bring Glory to his Name: and when by 
W Hin -and contrafted Cortuption, Mankind hath diſabled 
WIN rw exerciſe that Power, ny God once gave hit 
L132 © 
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to.Glorikie his-Creator, (.byilt came to. reſtore. him aJainy 
ſuch. a condition, that, he' might actively bring Glory 
_ God by an Adive.Conformity ro the. Mind and Wi 
- God, 2 Cor. 5. 15. For this, Cauſe:be died, that they, mh 
live ſhould not live FL themſelves, but unto him- that ; 
them. "I'm. 2: 14 ad, idem. And. this . was a prin & $ 


part of that Reconciliation that he wrought, viz, ag [I $1 
things that were paſt, reconciling God to, Man by Faig 

ne and Pardon, fo-for the time to come reconciling dy 

to. God by Conformity. to Him and his. Will. . Sing 

an, unhkenefs of Man. to. God, and thereby Slot tþ 
Image of God in Man';- for an Image conliſts:in the like 

of another thing, Chriſt came to reſtqre that Image agy bv1 
Coloff; '3. 10. And that not to reſt meerly, in the Inte a Wy 
Diſpoſit: 01s .of the Soul, but that, as he that hath calle d 
1s holy, we ſhould be holy i in all manner of converluy 
'1 Per.-1. 13. ,which is impollible to be. ſevered, fo h 
the former ſhould be without the latter, ;: for, as our of et 
abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaks, {6 our of the lar 
"abundance the hand worketh.; and the fanCtification of ti 
mind can as ill be contained within the Heart without + a 


ws 
« 


a 


J 05; 4 


expreffion in the Life,as any other Temper or Diſpoſi 
the, Mind can be reſtrained from diſcovering it ſelf. 
Communion, that Moſes had with God in the Mouy, 
imprinted 2 Glory on his Face ; and that Image of Gal 
the conformity of the-Heart unto him, will ſhine thr 
into the Life ; and, that our of a double Principle : 1. . 
a .conpatur ral. onſequence. of the inward. diſpoſition, ; z 
Qur, of the Love and Obedience. to God, Matth. 5.16 
That Men may ſee your. good works, and Glarifie your Fatin 
which, 15 in Heaven, So, that when | pray that the Nan 
of God. may, be SanChifed., 1 do delve thax. God as 
in Thrift reumprint his Image upon Man, that he.w 
renew him. in, the Sprrit of his Mind, and reſtore himtag 
Yay; his Divine; Will, which.js,our ancificarian; 
d that the gurward Converſation of, | 
_ This inward Cantormity,,ig...all, Q 


a 
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AY Maliarforr por the Tord's Prayer. wy 
Wl tg the good pleiſore 'of Ged 5*that as they profeſs his 
] + #) hs, ey may-appear ro be his Workmanſhip, cieared 
Feſas" unto good qorks,” Epheſ:” 2: 10. Aid walk 
of Gol, 2 'Thef.” 2. 1: Thar others beholding* red 
of 4 br may plorifie God; 1 8 hs 
tne the Oppoſite to this Per ition, is, Blaſphemy: Cunfing 
 MalliName of God (for to that heighth'of villainy the cor- 
ba tion of Nature hath riſen) rhar- that fearful and terrible 
d ty þ) pum 99'' 3. Den. 28. 58. hath not eſcaped the 
bp} mous Tongues of Men,” -deſpifing his Majeſty, 
vr. 15. What it the Almighty; that- we ſhould ſerve him 2 
44 2. Who is the Lord that T ſhould ovey his woice 2 
© 7 y his Name in vain, uſing of ic lightly or-irreve- 
* Ir is 2 terfible Name and not to be uſed without 
F ; onini up: of all: the awe and reverence of our\hearts ; 
wy; either in ſolemn oaths, ſwearing* falſly. *by his 
kne'; or pretending meſſages from-him* that he never 
6 Jer. 14. 14 Propheſying Lyes in his Name, .-where-' 
@ diſhonour'is "brought upon his- Truth! Pride, *Arro- 
'and' Self-admiracion, theſe intercept the Glory' due 
God, and-bfurp that which'is'only due unto him, ard 
wtdear unto him; Tfaiah 4.8.11: My Glory will I not give 
1 Therefore' God doth in a ſpecial manner hate, 
Jab.'6. 1 7. Prov. 9.13. and reſiſt it; and them, Fam. 
#8; :When ' Herod imtercepted the Glory of the People, * 
nd entertained it; and pave not God'the' Glory, the An- 
| Egdof the Lord: ſmore him, 4s 12.27: And when the 
gear-Ring was puffed: up with the greatneſs 'of his Glory 
ad Power, then the Meſſage comes; that the Kingdom is 
parted from him, Dan. 4- 1 3. And commonly God takes, 
tar feaſon-to/puniſh'-the whole ſtock of Sitis, that # man' 
hath committed, when his heart is moſt lifted up: Prov. 
16618. Pride peer before deſtruftion. Again, Preſumptu- 
ols$ins, theſe. bid ' defiance to! the Name of God, to, his 
Trath, 'his Juſtice,” his Power, his Prelence, Denr. 2.9. 20. 
TheJealoufie: of God will ſmoke "againſt ſuch a Man. 
- <0 00m Sins in thoſe that bear or profeſs tke Name of 
Li'q God, 


wy 
_ 
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God, 2 Sam. 12. 14iby this, occa{ion-is given tothe Ry 
mies of God to-blaſpbemae. - Je ed net 7% 


{ideration. of the Works of God ;. Becauſe. they "grin 
eworks. of the Lord, nor the operations of bi hands : there 
he deſtroy them, and. not build them up, Palm 2.8.5, ' 
therefore doth diſpence: many of his Works of Provy 7 | by 
that Men ſhould wiſely :con{ider of his doings, 4 , 
clare his work, Pſalm 64.9. This lnadvertence partly W} 

appointeth God of his End and robbeth him: of his Gl i Ti 
Mifapplication of Events cither to falſe Caufes, Idols, Þ 
Fortune, or only to Second Cauſes, without the dueay l kf ; k ; 
bution of all to the moſt Wiſe and Powerful Counſel 
the Mighty Lord, Deut.8.17,18. And thay ſay in ay þ g” 
my power, and the might of my hand hath gotten me this 

but thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God ; for it is be 

weth thee power to get FWealth. So for promation, Pſa 

6. Vittory, [a;ah 1 0.5. O-Aſhrian the Rod of mane anger.14 
but, he ſaith by the firengeh of mine hand have I done __ 
by my Wiſdom. And as in things concerning 

ſervation is to be uſed, fo principal nog 
and Providences concerning thy ſelf: to wr to = 
that all. things that befall thee, come from: the moſi;Mi 
and' Juſt Hand of God; in all thy Bleſſings w_—_ 
his ,/.and labour to find him in them ; 
. Afitions ; acknowledge bis Juſtice -and: his Ns h 
bour to find out the Caufe, and give himthe Glory.” x 
Now concerning #be Order of ehis Petition; it _— l: 


. Bhe faſt place by Chance; | but he that was the Wiſdoms 
the Father, placed ir there upon moſt juſt Reaſors. 
L.. The Glory of Gedis that which js Grſ to be ſought ws 
becauſe itis the chief End of God in all things, and thi 
which be principally intended,- He made'df 
eggs, 4% things for his Glory. The firſt and hight 
'Duty of Man is to Love God, | and Loves 
God will carry the Heart to deſire that firſs which Gol 
firſt wills; in ſo. much as if the Gloty of God mult bell i Þ 
or-the Soul that Luves him, the pertefion. of Love wil} \ 


chook 
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by gf the pre vation of ky Glogs ka than of it ſelb 
pollihie. Vide Exed. 3.2.. 33; Rem 9. 3 
LR Juiel, and _ Frbite that all Creatures 
-pak x. to. God for their Being,and Bleſſing. Such.is 
ahnite Self-lufficieney, thay it. is im (ible he can re- 
—pas om ar that receive; their Being. from 
Ez 35- 7. If. thou be righteous what giveſt thou 
alm 16. 2. My goodneſs extendeth not to thee. Bir 
lhe return of the Honour or Glory and acknowledgiag 
Tall his Goodnefs i in all chat the Creature can' give, and gig of be 
pleaſed to accent. Pſalm FO.,.15. 1 will deliner thee, and 
(g's Glorifie mes Plalm 116. 12, What ſhall I retury 
Mn che £ord for all: his Benefits to me? I will take the Cup 4 
| and call upon the Name of the Lord, Revel. 4. 1 
; ' | FT worthy, ©: Lord,; to receive Glory, and Honour, ple 
il Emer for cho. baſt Created all Things, and for thy pleaſure 
Yl 91.476, and were Created, , And according to this Nebt of 
, which the Creatures owe. t& God for their being, 
:W find them, according to their ſeveral Capacities and 
ditions, bringing 1n._ their Tribute, Revel. 5. 4nd every 
mee which is . in Heaven, and in Earth, and in the Seag 
ih ſaving, Ble efing, Hour, Glory » and Power be unto 
bn. at furech on, the Thranes, aud unto the Lamb for Ever and 
le lt; is the beſt, preparation for” the Heart that ap- 
noacheth to God in prayer to be brit taken up withal : If 
ary Attions of; our Nature the Glory of God 
uid affect our Heart,, and be. the End ,at which we 
ſhould aim, 1 Cor. 10..,31, Mhether ye Eat or Drink, or 
In we dog do ll the Glory of. Gad':, And if the Son 
f Godin this pattery Prayer begins, his-Pericions with 
ifying of his Name, it is certainly .molt neceſſa- 
y.that the Heat of him thar ſers, upon this Duty, be taken 
2 Fith the cankfideration of the Honour. and Majeſty of 
who will be fanctibed by all that draw near unto 
and to carry 'that End through all our Prayers; leſt 


ben we repeat t the Words of this Petition, we take the 
LI 4 Name 


DT. 


Name-of God in, vain, ſeemingly praying for the Glas 
fying of that Name, which we at the fame tirne diſhongy: 
either for want of a due conſideration of his' Majeſty*q 
for want of making his Glory the Rule and Fnd' of oy 
Prayers. "This firſt Petition therefore requires that 
Heart be duly afﬀeCted with the Glory of that Name whid 
it invokes, and'duly afted and direfted ro that" Gliy: 
and that this Petition be drawn through: all the reſt of 'vy 
Requeſts. _ IF 
Theſe inſuing Confiderations therefore ariſe from the plicty 
of this Petition brſt in this Prayer : | 28 
I. As thou prayeſt that his Name be hallowed, foltidl 
thy Requeſts labour*to Sanfike rhe Lord in thy Hein, 
SanCtihe him in his Greatneſs and Majeſty with Honowns 
ble and Reverent Thoughts of him in thy Heart,” with i 
aweful and humble carriage both of thy inward and'as 
ward Man, as in the preſence of the Great and Glorivy 
King,of Heaven and Earth : SanCtifie him in his: Auth, 
rity and ate 77. by calling upon him in Obedieng 
to his Command: and Will, who hath, Commanded” it; 
by acknowledgement of thy dependance upon him : 'Sanfh, 
fie him in his Power and All-ſufficiency,*by caſting"th 
ſelf upon him, who' is mighty to Save, and to fulfil" thy 
moſt Extenſive and Large Requeſts: SanQtite him in'ts 
Goodneſs and Mercy,” which is infinite. more large to par 
don thy Sins, to ſupply thy Wants, and. to fil thee wit 
all good Things,” than thy Neceſſities 'or the wideft"com- 
aſs of thy Soul ''can' be. to ask : Sandihe him” mh 
Truth and "Faithfulnefs,' by a recumbence anda refting 
upon his promiſes, Thar no one thing ſhall fail of all the 
good things that he hath ſpoken, That no Man ſhall ſeekhi 
ace in vain; That he that hath ſaid; Whatſoever thou ſhak 
as; in his Son's Name, he will give it; "Thar hath ranted 
us acceſs unto him upon the purchafe' of his Son's Blood, 
will in no ſort rejett thoſe Requeſts which he himſelf hith 
Commanded thee to make, TE ig uy 
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Meditations upon the Lord S Prayer. I F 7 

2 As thou prayeſt in the firſt place, that his Name may 
+ finQified;-{o let that be the End of all thy Requeſts. 
Yeffiire thou ask/ not *any thing which may not be ſtirable 
& that End,” much leſs contrary'to it. And in what thou 


eſt agreeable to that End, letit be likewiſe for that End. 


Az not- thy daily "Bread for "thy Lufſts, but thar thou 
mayeſt Glorife him by it, and for it. © Ack not pardon for 
thy Sin barely for 'thy "eaſe from Puniſhment, 'much lefs ro 
make'room for new 6 Hs bur that thereby his Mercy 
and Truth -may/ be mapnihed, and ' his Creature reſtored 
tx Condition - Aftively to 'ſerve' him 'and Glorifie him. 
The-End: is firſt in- intention, and: is "that which "draws 
offfall the Actions; and orders and 'dire&s them 10'that 
End: and every Aion taſts and -reliſheth of that End : Since 
thetefore the SanRifying of the Name of God is, or ſhould 
bethy chief Fnd, and therefore is brſt' m thy Requeſts, Let 
all thy Requeſts/arid Prayers be primarily and chiefly di- 
reed to this, that is, or ſhould be; thy chiefeſt End.” * 
2, As the Gloty' of God' ſhould be the chief of thy de, 
Gres, ſo conſequently muſt 'it be 'the Meaſure of then, 
That which 1s- the 'chiefeſt End' muſt controul' and' over. 
twle'all other ſubordinate Ends,”if 'they come in competit 
on/with it, For as it'is of greateſt-value, ſoit is of prea- 
teſt: force. © Wharſoever therefore thou askeſt, let it be (till 
with ſubordination 'to the Glory of God ; and be'rathet 
contented to'be"difappointed in thy other inferiour 'Ends 
than that- this' ſhould in the leaſt degree be difappointed : 
Only know, and reſt aſſured of this Truth, that fuch is 


the preat Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, that he hark 
' Placed all thoſe Requeſts, which are of abſolute neceſſity; 


pranting * of them always conſiſts with his Glory, : 
whil'ſt thou ſeekeſt them, thou canſt nor miſs of "Gla# 
ihg him ; and therefore thou mayeſt be ſure the'makiis- 

his Glory/ the'meaſure of 'thy Requeſt, ſhall "never dif- 
appoint thee'in them ; ſuch as are the pardoning thy Sins, 
the d&livering thee from being finally overcome with Spiri- 
MET, 15 uv : F ual 


to be granted thee, in ſuch-an order, and path, thar the 
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178 QHMeditgtions. upon the Lord's Prayer, 
tual Evils: But thy other, requeſts, for Temporal. Reap 
fits. or Deliverances, or..the. particular Fo a, 
thaſe. ather,; as the Manifeltation os aflurance. of Parday 
the. degrees of Spiritual Bledings, of the. feaſons.of graming 
them, theſe may nor always lie inthe. Road-way- of hy 
Gloxy;., Be content in theſe. ro wait upon, him, and;le 
them ſtill. be asked with; ſabordinggien; ta. this great End; 
but be aſfured that by preferring his. Glory as thy: chiaf 
End, and ſubjecting: the fulblling of thy Requeſts 10/the 
Glory of God,. thou ſhaly.be no loſer in. the End. New 
2ny Man was a loſer, nor ever- ſhajl he, that principdly 
intends the Glory of 'God, though 19. the diſappointment 
of his own particular. Ends. : Thou haſt dane thy dura 
asking,, 2nd in asking with. this. reſtriction, ib it tend moſt 
for the Glory . of , God. And thou! haſt done thy Dug 
in being contented, and rejoycing that. thy. yery requel 
1s diſappointed, if: God receive Glory thereby. : for Ay 
haſt that which. thou didſt. in the hx(t- place .defire ; and 
had thy. particular Requeſt been granted, and the Glory 
of thy Maker ſuffered thereby, thou. had'ſ; been difip- 
inted. in the frit and  greax Petitions, Sauftified be hy 
Name ;. which. thou, haſt carried along with-rhee as the quys 
lixcation of all the reſt of thy Requelts;; and /as thay which 
thay. haſt as it. were prayed over again in every. other Pq: 
titzan thou. haſt made... Afure thy ſelf, jf-thow cant take 
delight in the Glory of God, though. to;-thy; own parth 


cular damage, God will more abundandly. recompence thy: 


ſeeking:of his Glory, than that very Petkion which is dek 
nied cquld. have dane, if granted. , Thou fervelt' a Bouty 
tiful Maſter, that. will ſurely, recompence thy Love: of 
bis Glory above: thy own particular advantage, And 
thou ſerveſt a Wiſe Maſter, that will recampence thee:in 
ſuch a'kind, or at ſuch a Seaſon, as ſhall be more ſuitable, 
and. more: Comfortable, rhanif thoy-had'ſt:; been thy own 
Carver., And this thou, ſhalt, [clearly, and-[ſenGbly find, 
that which thou did*ſt inthe, firſt place asks is granted ih 
kind, viz. the Honour of God; and that which thou 
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G4 wi, for thy felf, though denied in kind, is the more 
in value, thy own particular benefc. Our era 
park that that buger Cup of Death-might 
Few ſubmiſſion to the Will and Glory © rg" Her 
26.29. yet his Soul muſt be made an Offering for Sin 
and it was ſo. The Glory and the 'Fruth of God requi. 
xd4it:; yet be was beard in that he Feared; Heb." 5. 7: he 
ſuffers hinzto die, but raiſeth bim from Death ; _— 
the travail of bis Soul, and was ſuviefid, Waiah 5E 
(Foe prayeſt for. detiverance from any Affliction, 
oo, from Poverty, 'for knowledge” or: Aﬀurance in 
_—— It-may be it will not be {© much'for the 
to 5 0 TEIN a 
here to deny it. rſt therefore Ley chr 
bwed, and though 1 am for the hh wry aft 
Lam arlancty- axdirpagdy:©-Gaq bi lorified, 
though I be denied. ' Thou fhalr find that tone that wair 
upon him ſhall be aſhamed ; if he' grant! thee not deliver. 
ance, he will give red fufhcicnt Graces a ptobow.S, 


n the Grl place, and other things with th bordination to 7 
our other twat ſhall be granted either ins kind, "or cotn- 


penſation. + 


® — 


Thy Kingdom Come. 
," The Kingdom of God hath ſeveral Aoceprations 3 


- 1. Hs Univerſal Kingdom. The Kingdom of bis T'ro- 
vidence, which extenideth ta all the Actions and Events of 


al 


& 1 


= 
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x30 Meditations. upon the: Lord's Prayer, . 
YECAL? 264 all bij Creatures, even.to the falling "ofa 
Marth, 10.39; Sparrow. 'P/alm 193: 19. The Lord: bach 
Luke :12: 6; ©! prepared: bis' Throne in Heaven ; his. Kingang 
FIR”  \arlerh' over all, Pſabm 66.'7. He ridexhily 
bis. Power for . ever, ; his. Eyes behold the Nations, And: this hy 
doth. by..planting; originally in bis Creatures their ſeveral 
Laws or. Rules, by. which they move;. by a derivatianiofs 
continual influence whereby they; are ſupported- and-pre; 
ſerved -in their ſeveral Motions, Operations, and-Beingy 
which if he ſhould: withdraw butane Moment, all- thingy 
would: return unto-theif Nothing; .-but.correCling and'4. 
ver-ruling of all things, ſvmerimes' contrary to their- Na; 
ture, to-ſhew his. Freedom and Soveraignty ; but always-by 
che mingling and interweaving of the Actions and Motinns 
of one Creature: with-another 3: by. which conjunctures 
though'\unto us accidetial, he brings'about moſt Wiſt.and 
Yarious Events according; to his.0wn Counſel : So: that 
while Natural Agents;move neceſſarily according ;t9 theip 
Natures, Voluntary, Agents move freely according-t0 their 
hberty,Comingent; Agents move and;are moved contingent« 
ly.;; yet every one of them apart, and all of them together; 
Te guided and; managed-to the moſt infallible fulblling;of 
bis'moſt-Wiſe and ;Free Counſel. And: by this Kingdom 
all things/in the: World, though to us ſeeming]y caſual and 
caafuſed,, are: led: to.Ends, and by: Means,which they. thems 
{dyes neither ſeg.nor intend. . But the ſame.is moſt admira4 
bly.;Evinced and:Diſcovered in the Sacred Hiltory-;,wheres 
in we.ſee how, his determinate..and poſitive Counſels;arg 
molt iafallibly: ;. and yet molt ſtrangely; brought. about, 
through divers varieties of Actions and Events ſeemingly 
moſt caſual, ſometimes exprelly contrary, but always belides 
the Minds, intentions,. or. Deligns of the Inſtruments and 
Means, as is evident among divers others, ſo eſpecially in 
theſe, wx. that.,Counſel -of;,God,.. Gen. -5.-13, ang;the 
ſtrange conjundures that were uſed to effect it, that hapned 
from. the dillike that: grew between ,Foſeph-and his Brethren, 
til rhe-going, of Facob into Egypr, and the. Prophecy of Gig 
"A | 15 16. 


45, 


them 
ops 


Gen..3- 15. Andall the ſeveral particular Predidtions of 


gr i gk Oe OO Wis "0" NY OO" IO. ON" — TOE  » ESTES 2 i; 


3; 16; And-the- ſtrange varieties that werg.Quſed to, fulfill —& 


&, from.the time that the Egypr:an, King: grew.jealous, of 
hem, till cheir coming /into Canaan: Fhatrever. to beads 
pp ovnſel and Promiſe. of God vf ſending. Chriſt, and 
tering for Mankind, frſt manifeſted in. Paradiſe, 


kim.and concerning him,and the moſt wonderful Connexion 
of Millions. of Events, many of. them ſeemingly incanſ#- 
d&rable,; all of them ſeemingly caſual, through. the whole 
fnes.. of 4009, Yerr; led on to. the fulfilling of it, even 
from the fin of 4dar: till the Death, of, Chriſt, and-,the 
Revelation of that Mercy , . for -the ſake 'of which ; the 


bk was Created. To theſe may be; added the Coun- 


and: Prophecies of the RejeCtion of. the Fews, the DNe- 
folations of the Temple, the Converfion, of the; Gen- 
ries: for the moſt certain fulkilling / whereof, it: is, moſt 
conſpicuous, that all the ConjunCQtures of. Natural, Volun- 
tary, . Calual Agents and Events, were: moſt infallibly and 
certainly managed by the mo(t powerful hand of Gad. And 
this Kingdom is not that which is principally intended in 
this, Petition ; for this Kingdom hath been, and is come, 
Eyen Gnce the Creation ; only it ſhould be our deſire; thax 
the trueand wiſe knowledge and obſervation of this King- 
dom may enter into the Hearts of all Men, that thereby 
We may admire and adore his Wiſdom and Power in. the 
governing and diſpoſing of all things; that we may! de- 
pend , upon. his All-ſufhciency, ſubmit unto the dilpenſari- 
ons. of his Government, attribute all the ſucceſles, Events 
and Occurrences, in,'the World to his Juſtice, power and 
providence. | | (s + 29! 
.. 2,, His Kingdom :over bis Reaſonable Creatures. Men and 
Angels, which though. they were under the general King 
dom of his Providence in the. conſideration above mentianed, 
yet they are under. a more. eſpecial Kingdom than | other 
Grapures. To thele_ he. harh give, Underſtanding and 
Will,-and ſo they are capable nor. only of alubjeftign to.the; 
Wil of þis Counſel, as they. .are, Creatures.z. but of an 

© ; | Active 


> owt acknowledge them, and "to obey ther, Rom.'4: 15) 


wes Medihathons upon the Lord's Prayer, Y}— 
Aﬀtive Obedierice to the WHI of his Command, [as 
are reaſonable Creatures] and ſo-are ſabjeCts of his Juſt 
Rewards' and Piimiſhmens, 'as well as of his Power, - "At 
In reference” to'this Kingdom it is faid, Plalm 89," 
Frſtice and Futlgment are rhe bdbreation of 'his Throne. '_ 
Palm 45. 6. The Scepter of his Kingdom is a right- "a 
Now rhe Adminiſtration of this Kingdorti- confiſterh eſpeculll 
1mthee things: 1. In giving the Children of Men x1ay 
tobe their Riſe. ' 2. In diſpenſing Rewards and Pun 
wetts accorditig ' to the' obedience and diſobedience of i 
Law. 3. In ProteAtion, 4 
-.'x. As tonching hr Law given'co Man : In the firſt Ci 
tion'of Man he did acquaint Man with his Will and-Mig 
and ſurely by forme ſpecial Manifeſtarion 'of it, did tex 
that Law tmtohim' which fhould be a Rule of Righteous. 
neſs to him and/all his poſterity. And as he gave to 
things propenfions, inclinations; 'and tnotions ſuitable to the 
feveral degrees of theit beings, fo ro Man he gave a Law it 
Rule ſuitable 'ro his Nature, and by a Manifeſtation << 
venient for the condition of his Nature. And though Mai 
by bis Fall introduced that diſorder ahd diſconformity t 
that Law, whereby he becometh unable to keep it, yet my 
ny of thoſe Pririciples of Righteouſneſs, which God hut 
manifeſted unto him, he retained in his khowledge, and ty. 
duced to' his poſterity. And theſe as they grew corruptel 
by the corruprions of our Nature, and forgotten; fo he 4 
reimprint thetti upon Men by the feveral Acts of his provi 
dence : Sometimes by new publication of his Law unto ſotne 
| perſons, which was by that thieans traduced over to diver 
others: thus the Law given to Noah, the Law given to the 
Jews, was queltionleſs propagated and derived over to 
thers by tradition and relation : Somerimes by enlighitning 
and exciting men of Eminence, as divers of the Heathen 
Lawgivers, who-were Eminentit their 'Generarions: but 
moſt orditarily ant. utiiyerfally fending down into the Cons 
ſciences of Men ſome diſcoveries of his Will, ard Triclinat 
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"' - Mogttations por the Lord's Prayer. fg 
ww written in their Heorts, cheir-Gonſdences alſo bear- 
thefs. So-thar there can ſcarebly be'found any; Fin. 
Ant Þ je-Perfon wherein ' God's Providence did not by ifome-of 
"ge ways convey, /ar-leaſt ſome DireRtions'of Righteouſe 
# | def, which ſhould be-the Rule, by which 4hey ſhould live, 
and:by which they ſhould-be judged. So ther rhty rhas thawe 
fined without the Law, ſhall periſh without che Law, untl vhoy 
that have fined :in the Law, ſhould bi judged by the 'Luw, 'Ro- 
glans 2-1 2. That's, Somewhat of the Will of Godouchs 
ag: Righteouſnels is derived to-all -men, -though'to ſore 
wore, to ſome leſs; ; fo ſome by a more clear Diſpenſationz 
tſame by a more obſcure Diſpenfation; yet ſuch 'is the 
Eat Juſtice of God, rhart though'he might Judge all: Man- 
kiad according to the Exatteſt Rule of his.Law, girewto 
Man evenin his Innocency;yet, that-every:Mouth'may be 
fopped, he will Judge them according to ſo much of his 
Law, as he hath communicated to them. - He'will notJudge 
the Heathen that never heard of the 'Law of God, fo:tlear- 
qo to the Jews, by that Law ; but by that -mani- 
eſtarion or conviction of Righteouſneſs that (he hath. 
Thus if tie fin he ſhall be condemned without the Law, 
that-is, without calling in any other Law to Judge him'by, 
than that Law which hath been in ſome meaſure deckaret 
unto him. | 
+2, As the Adminiftration of this Kingdom over men is 
by giving them a Law, fo there is likewiſe an Exrcurion 6f 
that Law by Rewards'of Obedience, and by p:miſhments 'of 
Diſobedience. And this God publiſhed in the infancy'of 
the- World; Gen. 4. 7: If ' thou doſt well, ſhalt thou 'not 
be-dccepted? and if rhou doft not well, fin lies at rhe door. Plalt1 
6%. 12. Thou rendreſt to every "man "according to bis "works. 
ience to this Law' of God'obligeth' to Puniſhment 
upon a double ground: 1. As a-natural and a Juſt:conſe- 
quence of an unjuſt-vlolarion of a: Juſt Duty; in as much 
a every Creature owes ats Infinite ſubjection and obedience 
tothe Soveraign' Commands of hind thar-gives'it Being, - 2. 
&& a conſequence ofalaur Sanction thitt v-expreſly annews 
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= Mediderives apon the 1 Lonefs bayiy. © 
edt5 the Law fo given>' I. the day that thou eateft thereef ills Pew "7 
fhalr\ dia'the death. * Obedience on the othier {ide is fe Han | 
withua Reward, /''not- out of a natural conſequence we how 


proportion berween the Obedience and the" Reward; fly 
every Creature 'owes obedience'to God, though thee y *E 
ao.'reward 'at all ; we have therein done; but our'Þ oy, = 
and \God:cannot. bea debtor to the beſt of his Creamy, Wy. Pet. 
foritheir beſt works, Job 35. 7. If thou on * Bite: 
eeft:thoir him; but out of the Free Goodniefs 'and Bounty Bur 
our Tawgiver, 'who is pleafed to make himſelf a debtobiy before 


his Creatures obedience, by his Free Promiſe of a Rex gih 
and annexing of it to the Obedience of rhis'Law, Plat. 1 | 5 
12/Alfo to thee, O Lord, belongeth Merey, for thou ren howe 
every man. according to his works ; As if he ſhould have | 
*O Lord all thy Creatures owe an Univerſal Suby 
* and Obedience"to thy Command, and when they: l 
* done-whar thou commandeſt, they pay bur the juſt tribut 
<« unto.\ Thee for their Being ; and therefore when 
* have done all that thou requireſt, they muſt (ir down 
* and ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants, we" have--dany 
but what: was our Duty, and cannot challenge any". Wl} 
<« ward ar thy hands. They owe thee more for theirs 
* ing, that thou haſt already given them, than all thei 
& Service and Obedience can amount unto. It is:thy Mt 
& cy, nor thy Juſtice, that hath annexed ay turther Rs 
* ward to that Duty, which we owe unto-thee. / Ail the 
«* Challenge that thy. Creature can make+to any Reward 
5 his choicelt Obedience, is {till founded-upon thy Mer, 
« who (rhough' we are in all rhis but unprofitable Servant 
« are pleaſed to be to us a Bountiful Maſter, in giving:tha 
</ Reward to the Obedience of thy: Creature; - which 0 
*.thins:Own .Free-Goadneſs did's-at; firſt freely pro 
Even fo, Lord, |becauſe:Mercy: pleaſerth thee: ' + 11% 
2:3; In his moſt Wiſe and-Special: Providing for them, Df 
ajegiat him, and Proceting: of them: The: General Pro 
videneeot Gadireacherhr:every Creature; but, if -thar-Jnbs 
nar ea ond Bowes:.can:admitiof-any degrees ins thi 
waſ 


185 
wg cron, ks more eminent a; lend 
4 Es Kingdom over his reaſonable Creatures :. Jake 03-9, 
4 Yo + T.2 of mort value than mary Sparrows 6 
'Þ fy ys | be not much more cloath you * And this Special No Dif. 
nk toc a of this. Kingdom is ſeen in more eſp rap diſpo- 
nd ordering of the ways and events of Particular men, 
;.1. Ii. Prov. 24 24 Man's goings are of the Lord: 
ps man then ihderſtand bis own way 2 of Societies of 
Companies of Men, Ads 17. 2.6. bath deeermined the times 
_ the bounds of their habitations: in protefts 
n againlt the power and malice of Evil Angels, 'te- 
then. from thoſe Evils,that their malice and 7 naturdl 
Ss Cable and willing to effect, Fob 1.. 12. 
" ;,: His Kingdom over bis Chureh: and this itt a more 
theaal manner _is the Kingdom of. God. And herein we 
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Me h The King of this Kingdotn : God by ar Eternal 'De> 
ee hath appointed his Sori, our Lard Jeſus Chriſt, rhe 
King of this Kingdom, Palm 2.6. 7. I have ſet ny "King 
non ny boly Hit, Palo 1 10. 2. Rule thou in the midſt of 
Enemies. ' And therice It is called frequently the King- 
of. Chrilt.: Colofl. /1, 13. The Kingdom of his tlear Son. 
| Pet. 2.11. The Everlaſting Kingdom of our, Lord and Saviour 
y Chriſt ; and ſometimes the Kingdoth of Chriſt, and of 
God Epbel. CF. The Kingdom of Chriſt in the immediate admini- 
tration of. it, and the Kingdom of God, who hath delegated 
ind fubſtirured him unto this adminiſtration ; Angels, and 
Authorities, and Powers, being tnade ſobje unto him, 
i Pet. 3: 2.2. Firſt the King :dom of Chrilt, till he ſhall 
fave Judged all nier; and cet the Kingdom) of the Father, 
hen he ſhall deliver up the Kingdom to his Father, that 
God rmay be all: in all, t Cor. t 5:24; 28, And the Regal 
ce of Coriſt over his Church priticipally: reſpeteth theſe 
Wo things: 1. In conquering to himſelf a people. The 
l&'World was by Sin; reduced under. a Subjettion to 
Ka kc the Prince of the power of the air, rhe Spirit 
worketh." in the ch'liren- of 'q ſobedi ence. 'And'this 

604” rm * Kingdom 
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388 DMD Hationt apes 136 13 Pray, | 

Kingdory of” his was a Kingdoth of darknef, "Cllaltifl.c 

x3. Pho, bath delivered us from the power of darkneſs "WM" 
eQs of this Ringdom' were'a People of ll? 


bad dominion over it, Ren. 6.1%, 14 and by SWhll%* 


Ied his Subjedts into. another Region of lus Kingdom, wit : 
the Kingdom of death * Sin. reigned unto death, Rom. ka 
..then death reigned, Rom. 5. 14. Now as Godt ® 
pleaſed, by a Mighty Hand, to go and take him a Nath 
fr mche. mid'f} of; another Nation, Deud. 4. 34» $6 C 
radeems him a People out of every. Tongue and Kind 
and People and. Nation, Revel. 6. 9. out of the mid'ft'of 
Enemies. He came to. deſtroy the works of the Dell, 
 Zabrs2.. 8.. binds this. ffrong.man that kept the houfs, Fi 
teſcues;his priſoners from bim. ik 


light 
An 


at. the 


detefted, Fohn-1.8. 11. And by this Light we are tu 
fared, from the power of darkneſs into the Kingdom of. 
Sor, Colsff. 1. 1.3. ars become partakers of the inheritaie 
of the'Saints in light, Colof. 1, 12+, are become light, ani 
children.of the. light, Epbeſ” 5.8. 
.;Andias he came:with Light ro take away that Eryia 
darknels, which overipread the. World, Ia, 9.1. So% 

i > _ he 
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ung Wh a Threafury of Merit to expiare the guile, abd 

of Rightroupreſs to. cover. the' Staind; and--take 

ha power.of ſin, to re-imptint; the, Image of God, 
wy. ;» por wa gary og Senn, the love 


+ 'F {und eonequeny From the payer fin; to xradfrijic 


> Soul new Principles, new; AﬀeCtions, new. Wills, 
v——_ 3: Thy. people ſhall be willing in the day of thy paws. 

» came With Light to reQibe the: Underſtanding, .{o he 
_— Righteouſneſs to reftibe the. Wilt; The fecnach 
ing reſts js the Love and Willi of his People: Wherl 

i i} conquers the Will from the Love and Submiflion 


bs in, he conquers. Man from the Daminion and King: 


f oe Sip. 
RY g And = chas by Light he conquered the Kingdom of 
wine, and. by Rightcouſaeſs the, Kingdom of Sin.z f6 
etomes with Life alſo, and conquers us-from the Kings 
an of Death. - When our Saviour died, he entred. into 
e-Chambers of Death, and conquered this King of Tet- 
-—_ rook away the malignity and ſting; of it by. taking 
way Sin, the ſting of Death ;/. healed theſe bitter waters 
by.his own paiinng through them, and by his Reſurrection 
ed over the: power of Death-for us, by the virtue 
ofchar Reſurrection, , delivering our Souls from the ſecond 
Death, nd out Bodies from the firſt Death, and giving 
4 moſt jofallible afſurance of a knal victory over, Death, 
f;an affured ard bleſſed pom ns 'T aus Death is 
Wa ed up in Victory, I Cor. 
/d;And as ; Chriſh hath ptirchaſd binia him a People by Vidtos 
jhis Regal Office is eonliderable-in che Governments of 
bis.,People,: chat he hath ſo acquired. , He hath ren 
tham 8 Law to live by, the, Law. of the Spiric of I. 
pare which makes then free fram the Law of Gn 
wh Deathy Ram, 8. 2. The-Law of Gotl vitxdicated 
the faiſe gloſſes, which the curruptionof Men bad in 
hredhon / of rime. pur--ypon/® 5. a Law, fiveerned and 
ſheigrhned and 28tyared by the-Love of God wropght in 
te-Spul ; a Law, though of the higheſt Perfetion and: 
Mm 2 Purity, 
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T wy Meditgrigs upon the Lord's Pg 
Party, yer, accotnpanied with the Grace and Aifitance For 


Chriſt) rs Fnableus't6 peeforn it in fone meaſure;ahWs 
accompanied with the Merits of Chriſt to/pardoti,/s r ule bo 
Righteousneſs of Chriſt'its cover our defetts tn ouripetly Th 
mince of it.” He hath given them a new heart, & thispay (Yu j 
of his Written in this heart: 'He hath giveth them of bind og: 
Spirit, # Spirit of Life" ts” Quicken thein; and of Powethy 
Enable them to Obey. Arid becauſe, rorwichſlanding W i 5 
conqueſt' of Chriſt of a' People ro himſelf; they are i 99 
beſet wirh Enemies, that: would reduce therh' to'their cake 
bondage, he watcheth over them and in'chem, by his Grics if 6 F 
waſtirig and hover -and' reſiſt their corruptions'hy v4 
new- ſupplies and influences from hin”;  quiekning the i 
hearts by renewed derjvations of Life and Spirit-from' hi 
which” ctherwiſe would fink and die\ under the weight iN 
their own 'Farth ;-' encountering Temptations, that ks 
Foggs 'ard-'vaponrs, ariſe” out' of our own Reſh ; or;lit 
ftorms-or ſhares, raiſed or placed by the Devil againſt 
either by diverting them, or by giving ſufficient Graethy 
oppoſt them. Theſe and' the like Adminiſtrations doth wir 
Saviour" uſe, which though they are' ſecret and not aſh 
diſcertied by us, afid-though' they are ordered” without aty 
noiſe" or appearance, yet they are works of greater Powe, 
and of greater Concernment, and of equal reality, with al 
the vitble adminiſtrations of thmgs in this' World which 
are more/obvious to our fenſe, and are the effects of th 
invihble- Government of 'Chrift, and of that promiſe of hi 
Behold I mm with you alway, even ' unto the "End of the Win, 
Marth. '28. 20. This 1s- that Kingdom -of' God withi 
the," Luke 17. 27; confiſling in Righteouſneſs, Peake 
arid Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; Rom, 14. 17. caſting down 
Imapinations, and every 'high*thing, that exalteth it" 
againſt the knowledge'of God, and bringing mo Captiviy 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.5; 

3: As4n his Government; ſo 'his'Regal Office is Evidew 
ced in bis Judgment 4 and this Judgment of bis, — one 
of the Aon znd-Adriiniſtrarons oF this Kingdoms, v 
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d ther ingdom of, God.,: His Judgment-of 
WH |\ Re ang 20. his.SubjeQs,' and his Julgment: 
orfip d [ure emnation .and.DeſtruQion.co. the: Rebels and: Ene- 
fas + owes his Kingdom. 
T9 þ hy cf we have the con! Cemion af the King of this 
very gd om, and conſequently of his SubjeSts-Revel. '1 5,13 
lb # a true. ave; thy. .mays thou; King ef. Saints : $9 the: 
"Adminiltrations of. this Kingdom are frequiehtly 
os che Kingdom *of God, -ang. thes Myſteries of the 
i Bw Ma 1,3, 115244 3:14 444 455 47- Math; 25. 
| 'G... . And. 2s the Adminiltratzons of this Kingdom 
rs a Foe Wagh, ſage ihe 5 heftuniny of .this 
ration... 
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k I] pi Ni 
the coping Fa 1 1, Cor,.x.. 27, To pull damtib 
hong! holds, .2. Cor. 1.0. .4. ., Ta. garher his Elect; for the. 
fectIng 2, of the Body, of Chriitz rhe fulneſs of him» that 
Met: +: in. all; and therefore [this publication of. the 
Golpel. is | otentinges called , the-; Kingdom -of Heaven, 
ach, 3 2, The: har of Heazen 4s.at hand. Luke.10. 
AÞ b To: mgdom of G $.come nigh. unto Jolly and' 'if A: Man am 
de Might y, and. Strange: Effetts that; chat everlaſting 
x ſpel hath -12 the \Warld, for theſe many. Hundred 
\Lears, Fro the,, many. diſadvantages -upoir 
Hh, | ir. entred and 44 continued inthe. World, we-may 
»V boy that ic. 6s = :theP wer;of God, and: the Wiſdom of 
of O, 4 Cor. I. 24th, Rad of Q f his ſtrength ſent ous; ' of Sxon 
F fan. 110. 21 that, pu Meſs of a;Crucihed Cheri, pub- 
-Jithed "by poar de Men, t9+.2, World thar.never ſaw. 
"gra they 21 ww no beauty-or, comelineſs in, him,yo a 
n World ful Judices againſt him, prepoſſeſled;wirh. an 
{ bpinion_of 'theſr own \Viſdom, with Religioas extremely 
Mm 3 oppolite, 
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olte, traduted 'to them from their Anceſtaps of whull 
jv apc naturally tenacious : that this Tee”. - Yero6' 
not with a promiſe of Glory or ' "woo" 
with a plain predidtion of poverty, Sn perſecuri 
Death to thoſe that entertain it, and with a My | 
rare Life that they never faw, not 'can'till ey fee" TM yw_ 
more; ſhould conquer Millions of Jouls to the profeltly bo Wo 
and Love of Chriſt, -and to an auſtere, Jaifdehying, "dept 
fed Life here ; doth evidence and convince thatthere's J 1x 
and Wiſdom —_ — : mm this Wy 4a 
blt'c the at” 4. 


Jaw; V Gy 
roy and of the From and Fifcicy rat "rn ency of 
that Redemption which came ders Chriſt, and i is publit 
in-that- Word; ſtriving-and cont with, raſter. 
ing and: over-ruling the oppolition'of Rh wy will. againk F 'H 

| and-quieting/ an | Tectifyin the Nl 
diſorders and miſplacings of our 5 4 | PRO a 
a ſubduing the Laſts of our ſenſoal, ror] ohling 
d quickning and cleanſing the Conſtience, and b 4] 

> boa Oakes par with God 4d the ah s of. his Sh 
xit upon our Souls;'-mingling the Word" of the of Rc 
conveyed into the Heart, with a fecret'ayd powerful Er ich | 
Ys whereby i it bendatics a Seed of Eife in the Heart, 's 
mg unto Eternal! Life. And thus, as at firſt-the 
of. ras Spirit” of "God upon the fach of the waters, ': 
powerful word of Command, LANE, (of ſeven 
math an fo by" the Fe Motion of the hy 
Hears, and the pore Call" of 'the' Yor FN: 
the publication of the Golpel, is wrought” whe Fetoni Creati 
of the new-Creature, "Epbeſ.5:1 4; Fake” eg that oh 
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land up from the Did, atid Cbrift foult Y pive #, 
And theſe two- great Inſtrymerits prod 
vo > UNive < or penaſee Principles,” which, 
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_ Mulifutcins apon the Lord's Prayth., ags 
lin eanthic ug dervareghedone a reorgy + 
woome Inſtruments} -for the :incntadtof cit 3; 
: Rach, whereby - we receive {this pe 
uſo rr 'envdertain'it, and vet opon- it! ; and- Aud, 
weby;- out 'of the apprehenſion of -this great. Love of 
a1; we Juove bim apain 5 we Love ham betzule/the 
"5 And this Love af dGod wagageth them 
3 Obedience to the Will of :Gad; Ihe: dlG- 
wa which-we are Redermedy! b ſo-great-z, the Price, 
hick wears Rededmed, {o mvaluable ; the Glory and 
nel 20\Which-we-ave Redetmed; fb; ::all';-and-all 
Fig (@ tq the Soul by Faith,atiar- ahe-Sod en 
fothinp vov-imuch to return” 4d:ther God;: thatthark 
7 done; 1o' mach for ic. Thais: Faith" warkerh day 
& And this 4s thar. Kingdom fiiGoady! that 1s widfhrr ie 
hy 26. cs fubjefton of the! whale | Saul; ab the 
m_ _ Rule of :Chrift:-:1f he/command | Pririgy df 
ry "——_ denying:our, ſlvies, Crucify- 
down :out Lives,” the Saul iis 2utandd 
Aiori: wato the Wall of:Chtt; -thiat it cheats 
gbeys him it-this, and whatever be Cornmands, -Dhns 
Kingdom of God, Remans 14- 27: \conififtiag-lin 
Riphreot A Tull Conformity of the .Sobb'1o the: Will 
Bf God; the only-:and: abfolure Rube »of cRiphteouſtics 
Bate, pon the ſenſe and belicf of Feconcilation | with 
I Gd; through him that is:our Peace,-and Joy \in the Holy 
ok; >> opting. eee men the Protection add Love 
- \our ; arid«rhat Glary which be track moſt 
| gn all his Subjefts;<i _ 
*y/ We have Rare te Der of rhe Menu of dt he: 
dn," Mere and Hereatter: che pdom : of Grace; and 
& Kingdom of Glory; both making, bue ane Kingdom 
owt under different degrees of Manifeſtation-. God 
Wk: Word and Spirir'ealts-into the Soul =. Seed: of - Lafey 
Be that prain of Marſtand-feed, whereunto-the Kingdom 
Heaven is reſembled," Mend.” r3, - And: this-feed>of 
_ »anhetiatens” wat ig;.\Anad: thets. it 
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ri and faſhions, a in pn lined ful 
:God- it 'oppoſettr>and 'ſtrugplerh- againſt: Ju alli 8 
TFemprations;\ which-labour to ſtifle and to; kill tþ £1 
Life; and, like the: leavern. that was-hid-in te th cena. 
ſures of Meal, Mach. 2:3.:33-:1t-doth, !by-de \ þ- 
wilatethe' whole-inward Man'to this lining Princi NG id 
conforms 'the:Life unto ir. -'Now: = | þ WM, 
LEifo'is rhus operative, jet in. reſpett /the:outward t 
itis'2 hidden«Life.': The External a aarot \ FE: 
is referved rill Chiriſt who is our Lite,; ſhall -appes > | Fx” 
theh ſhall 'tharhidden:1;e be revealed;':Colaſe 2 4«1® 
naw \we-are"the:Sons of. God,” 1 Jobt): 30 24 » Bur arg 
you appear mbas wa fhullbe, but we know: #has when he ſpall 
yekr; 'we ſpalcby likekaini” By the Red-of Grace lown|1 = 
our: Hearts, wa: became. the --Sons:of God; /aod . obiyllh 
Sonſhip:we have! a ſecret Evidence//in auf: own _—_ 'M 
there ſhall be:ra::fuller! Manifeitation.of 1 4r;| when $ 
nat fp irony ct er os 
e and of(zlory.-are the ſame m,' but und 
different Manifeſtation:: that, a concealed;:Kingdam,.af 
inthe ground'3" this, % Maniletarjon by that Kingday | 
a'ſexd inthe 8. TY WEN Pris, 
_ 4 Fo'conchide; When thou prapel, Thy Kingdom cow, 
Jetthy Sout calarge it{clf in theſe, ar:the-like debres, :} 
14:0 Lord, Iknow thor art King of Heaven and' Barth, cok 
leieft-of all thy Creatures, in their moſt ſeemingly aud and. 
confiderable events. aud mirions; are 17der thy: moſt certain: 
fimerful Providence,\ Ter ſuch is our blindneſa,; and fo nyſtetin 
are the ways of thy Pronidenice, that | ſametinies:we are at art 
end eſte with:4bj,"Fropber, Jeremiah: 1.24 4+.;40 expoſtalar 
ith thee touching i thy: Frgiment, if ut fhavd mijth thy Glory a 
Hil: F beſeech theb,”fet:' all: the. events. and \occurrences of th 
World appear:o he inider thy. Adntiniſtretion and Govermipi, 
that" 4. may. fee ithy /i{dom,: aud :tbyi-Potwers and. thy Faſfi 
and 2(y Goodneſs: nr: al tHhe:paſiqges 'of .it;] and that all Mem wi 
bevodweinced;: than thou, -obe maſt Highy nuleſs-in 'the Kyngdan 
E pe cp and /that («l. to # RY ae: _ and thy ways; 
: Fudgment, 


, On wpon the. Lard'sP. tayer. 193 
14nd thoſe that walk. in. Pride. thou art able, to ahaſe, 
ma | | 4 $25[4J7+/ [That they, may | yes 68:4 
feed, |; Pres Earth, Phlm 58..:1 1-1 49d becauſe 
bel Seb 4 ms  Feuliar - Kingdam, even choſe that chow -he/ 
Wer: Son, let. that Kingdom of \, thine come 5, da. ge 
wats Shire, and thy Hard into. the Warldy: and. 

ares of (all Peaple to. the Believe and Obedience: he 

of :Chrifts that. all che Kingdyms of -ebe, World maybe the 

I; of God and of Chriſt. . Bring in,the Jews, ang rhe fulueſs 
= | nf t thaf there, may . bone Fold and. one. Shepherd 5 
bull nd let cy Son ride.on. viflar iouſl conquering and. to Conquer... #1d 
| Fs re thy Flack, from. the Maſchiefs. haz. are from withours, Qp+ 
lun and Pexſecution,; . end; from. theſe that are, from withins 

x and Hereſies, Let them walk; 45 becomes. the. fubjefts 

© Prin of Peace, Purity, and Truth, in Unity,\ Holineſs. 

þ.47 Trarh, that . they may appear to, be ahe People of thy Holi 
"ni... Rule every. Member thereaf by: thy Grace ; preſerue _ them, 
#- therr + Enemies pithin them, Luſts, and DefeQions..; 5 \ fron 

n - Enemies, without - chem, the Jucurſions. of Satan...., Make 

to. Fulfill the Number of thine. Ele&t ; \and when, thy ;King- 

x of Grage #3 confurmate,. then lee thy Kingday of Glory come; 

"q day. of. the Manifeſtation of thy Righteous Fudgment; when 
"he \SubjeFs of thy Kingdom ſhall b be delivered from-all Death and 
"arrow, - and ſpall. Inherit that Kingdom, which thou haſt; pre: 
"pared for them, from. all Exerity. And. keep all our. Hearts looigng. 
tots. end haſting unto #by coming s 2. ing eur. time here.qn al 
ty Converſation and. Godlineſs, 2 Peter 3. 17. that ſo, when 
a 1 Lord cometh, be. may r {od us jb fs and then come. # ard 
; ” :cane quickly... | 


"Thy wil be done in Earth, as irs Heaven, 


TA the Will of God be one.invilihle. AQ, VEL F Fe- 

d of | the Maniteltaji jon _. of; it. t9..us, .it., comesjugder-4 
p | prek im; 1, Lhe Will gf. bt. Counlel.:, 2, The 
Wall Lof, his: Commands.. . "This is that which he wills to;be 
- don i his Creature: The other ; is hap he wills ſhall be 
one upan, hi Creature. viel hk | [1255 My 
[+ | 1. The 
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: 2 The" BAR" of bis Counſt? ; whereby he hath fromvll 
Erenity appoint gre \atlered moſt Wikely; and _ 
bly;-and-{rrefiſtibly all''the AZts and 'Events of all 
Creatures; that thofe things that ſer to vs "moſt 'nj 
ral *or moſt "freely" to" tetnove, are ſyblervient in all 
atings'to-this moſt free nd Eterhal Counſel of his: 
all: thoſe" Occurrences which ſeem to us moſt confiderally 
or'contingent, are preordained by the fame moſt Inf 
Counſel,” and made*the'Inftraments of bringing a about'ts Nl 7 
greateſt" Concerniments In' the "World, Yajab' 43. 14." 1 iT, 
wilt work; and who fall 2r it 2 Waiah 14.24." The Lad NY 
boſds hath ſworn, ſaying,” Surely a T have Whos "hr, jo ſha 3 
eomete paſs ; and as T have purpoſed, Ge Rl RP ' tfiiah iſ 
27: \For*the' Lord of boſts"| ti purpofed, and who ſhat! difaih 
&, and bis Hand 5s: fetched ottt, &'# who MS earn "it Picks 
Hatah '46."9, 10. "'f am God, and thre ir tobe like me; i 
leveng the End from the Beginming and from Ancient toni 
#he things that are not yet dome, fon ir, my Counſel ſhall ſth 
and Þ will do all my} rafirre. Infomuch that' thoſe yariows: 
and inſteble, and' motions of 'the"Wilt and "mind 
Man, which ſeem tro come under 'no Rite nor Goveli 
ment bur of himſetfare moſt Exa®tly ordered to the he bein 
ing to” pals the Purpoſes of God: | Prov. 'x9."'2 | ji 
are many devices in the” Heart of Man, nevertheleſs, "4he Bi Gl 
fel of the Lord that ſhll" ſtand. Prov: 20." 2.4. © Man''"h a 
ings are of the Lord, bow gan a Man then undorſtand his oth 
ways. Jeremiah 1 ©: *3- O Lord, T know that the oY. 4 
Mens is ot in himſelf; it is 'nor in a Man that walkgth rw Fi 
reft bis fleps. And herein we may © obſerve 'the moſt ; fp 
to 
< 
, 


a. 


and- unſearchable Wiſdom, Power, and: Parity of | 
wy ne Man worketh Lene yet fem Fed work 
powerfully ; 'and while Man worket | 
yer roar darn tidy Purely and Juftly: The" 5 
dom of the Will of ' Man is not controfled by on om A 
-bility of the Counſel of God, nor can inte | 
pomtie: and the finfulneſs of the Will and Ways pf; 
is not juſtified by the Infallibility and Purity of the Com 


' WMedvationg upon the Lord's Prayer. agg 


{of God, nor dath it-polluee it... This [is admirably; ſer 
Bp. the ating, of thak tos, maſk Powerted Mor 


&s. . k ke 


"KY echs; the Aſprian, Iaiah 10. 5, 6, 7. O Aflyrian, 


por. . Þ mill ſend bury, againſt an Hypooritios! Nation, 


} 
25 


© Of fri be meanech or fo. The Arian King did what. he 


bs N mgpntly, actriburing his. Succelles. to, his. own Bower ; 
x 0 188.70 Thought, of Juſtice ro puniſh.che defaCtions of: 7, 


& or vindicating tho breach of their Covenant with. Gnd, 


TUE friafo his awn. Covetouſae. and: Ambicion, .Vere 
PY G..-For be ſaichs By..ohe frengch/ of nyng bend hivy T aims 


nw, and fy my. 7c &c. . Little, chioking that the 
rath and Juſfice of God was the Sraff, in-his Hand, the 
Wrepgth of his. Power. But ip all chisGod doth malt wiſely 
od juſtly manage the Niltempers-of 8 ambitious; 
murious and  cyvetous Ring ro the fulhiling of the: ma6ſt 
Wk) and: Juſt Counſqls of this own, Will; withour ſtain- 


ue they were' Ated,; but pugiſhing thoſe: Vioes'in 
Inſtrument which were inſtrumentgl: in. the fulfilling of 
lyCounſel. Verſe.'1 2, | Aiverefirs when I have ptrformed 
ap: whale FAY upon Sion, wid waar: Jerufalom, © wil powh 
oe, Fri of the flowut Heart of tis King of Allyria, and:the 
WO of  bis-bigh looks. And ay thus in the 4/{rim, foafter, 
Rithe Perſon Monarch, I&ah 45 «ik; - Thas faith: the Lord 
i bis Anointed, ..to Cyrus, wheſe right Hend: 4 have baiden' ts 
w Nations before. bim.. Now this Will of God's Coun 

1 is. for the moſt part a ſecrex - Will till it be fulfilled; 
Ray 72 7.. 19. Thr mar, © Lords id in: the Sea,:and rby 
Intſtepe. are not knee... Though fametimes, for the vin« 
dexing of his own Power, and convincing Men that he 
ſeme;h. all things agcording ta the Coundel of his Will, 
8 Pleaſed 19. proclaim it in. Praphecies and prediftions, 
great and undeniable. Evidences of his Eternal Coun-. 
flapd Government. - {Ach 4.3.2.3 | Shewi the things thas 
# {0-60mes thigt 106 man kya 36478: Gade: Thainh 486 2, 57 


bY pert thereof with the. Viees of that perſon, by 


Ifaiah 
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Ifiah- 4%. 9. Ifziah 45: 21. ao hath dealartd this 5 
ancient time * Who 9e" bald it from that ime, hav not þ 
Lerd? WT 
24: Phe Will of bi" Colunipads This' {the Rule of 
AQtions, Ifa. 59. 2*:" My' words, whith'I have  prt.-inni 
mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy moath, nor ous of the naauth y 
thy feed, &c; Dent. $0.' 14. The word *% very. nigh untiule 
in thy mouth, arid in thy heart, that this wmayet do ve, Wi 
6..9. He bath ſhewed thee, 0 meti, hat u ood, andy 
doth the Lord require of thee, bur t0'do Fuſtitz,” and to look 
©,” and' to walk/ bumbly* with thy God ? 'Fhe* Will of GG 
Counſel is Secret," butthe Will of his 'Cotimand is Refh 
ted unto us in theſe thee; great dir eBtions of odr Lives :-* '% 
1." The Mord of - Conſcience, the” Law written in th 
heart; or fiatural Conſcience, Roni: 2.1 4;/1'5. So much 
his Will is by ome means of Providence Movercd event 
4 Natural Conſcience, as leaves 2 man tinexeufable.' "I ay; 
- 2: The Word ef theSyirit of God ſpeaking eicher ſexs. i «j 
iy inthe heart; or by ſome 6ccurrence or diſpenſation of fho Ii «x 
vidence, thou ſhalt hear a Voice behind thee ſaying, Th on 
ee way, walk'im' it, a.' 20.21. «, 
2. The #ord of "both" Te ſtaments. The Watural Co 6y 
ence is'corrupted,- arid! nany times'doth*not his Duty #; 
Word of the Spirit of God is not fo eafily diſcerned by 6] 
feſhly Nature, and many times we miſtake the voice xo 61 
own ſpirit for the Spirit of God': he harti therefore it'th £Þ «; 
inhnite Wiſdom-and Mercy: given' us a/ſtandmg Rule; «6 « 
Rule of his written Werd, obvious to our ſence, and what || «: 
ever ather dictates there ſhall be,”-we/are'ſire not rot i} « 
in following ic : 1faiat: $;-20. To thei Lajw, and to the 'h i « 
mony : for if they wath- -noe agcording to'tbat Rite, it a" beets * 
6& 

6 


there # no Light in-them,”) This is ro be 'Light' to our' Sttfy, 
and/.the Lanthorn to our Feet, i P/a/m' 1.19. x yo.'2 PL, « 
29." Amore ſure Word of Prophecy; wbereuncs we” are rod « 
ined to's light that ſrineth in'a dark; plaoes © © f 7 

In; this Perition, therefore 'we" deſire ris abin?: 1. Fai 
bis Will may. beidone- 2. That it may-be*tone here as 
48 is 


} 
l 
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|; adave in Heaven. 1. In reſpedt of the B/4t of bis Counſel : 
tat thou haſt willed in Heaven, Ler it 'be done on 


" S208 b3 
=p: Let «the will of thy Counſe*be done. . Ir &'true, 
vw Counſels are fecrer and unknowni'. to me," 'but they 
es the Counſels of the moſt 'Wile and Juſt God; ahd 
lhetefore certainly they are moſt 'Wiſt'and-Juſt 'Counſels; 
Wherefore I will be content 'therein''to pray with an 
Imp aith; Righteors art thou; O Lord, m all thy Ways, 
i fed Holy #7 all thy works. Tr is true, thy Counſels ſhall 
FB Sand, yet are not'my Prayers impertinent; it is the Du- 
ky of thy Creature to will what thou willeſt, and to pray 


9 i hee ro do what thou intendeſt 'to do; that my will may 
©. *nor only Paſfively ſubmit unto thy Will, but A@tively 
it J *m along with it; © SE 

Z af #. Ter mewich all contentednefs and' cheerfulneſs, reſſpn 


ans fp my will, *#nd my felf, and my delires, unto thy Will, 
I *and bear a ſpifir comformable to my Saviour, who, when 
Tt: he deprecated the worſt of Evils, 'a bitter and a'curfed 
to fl «Death; *yer he ſubſcribed ro thy will contrary ro his own, 
vj *Matrh. 26. 39. If it be poſſible let chis Cup paſs, from” me, 
xt not & I will, but 'as thou wilt. 1. am compaſled abour 
*with Dangers, with Diſeaſes, with Wants, with Reproa- 
sthes, with Perſecutions, and I'come to thee, from whoſe 
FHand they come, to beg the Removal of them, and 
$F am fare 1 am taking the fitteſt Courſe to have] them 
*removed, by ſuing to him, from whoſe hand they came; 
yer thy will be-done; 1 have done my duty in calling up- 
*%h thy' Name, but 1 will not offend'thy Soveraignty'mn 
*preſeribing unto thy- Will: Thou' art the God that haſt 
Sade me; ind therefore 1 owe an "Univerſal SubjeAon, 
*tnto thy Will: thou art a God of infinite Wiſdom, and 
Skioweſt beſt" what is htteft to be "done, and when thou. 
*art'a'God bf Infinite Mercy atd'Tendernefs and Love 
*tto-all thy Createres, efpecially to thoſe' that ſeek tinro 
*1heein Chriſt, 'and doſt with as much Love deny *fome , 
*&f my Requeſts, as thou granteſt others, I will with all, _ 
Kats Bris - 21 + 6 Parlfite, 


un OE Oe WD 2-6. 0-8: 0 37 © 
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ig8 Medeiros the Lord's Prayer, N 
; Pepe and Chee artulneſs wait-upon thee, and kl 
© unto thy Will, both in what thou mfkelt. and in wha @ 
* thou denyeſt;;.1.Sam, 2,18. 1r is che, Lord, Ler ima i gi 
* haz feemeth hims good. Job. 11.21. , The Lord gave, boy 
® Lord takerh aoy, ;, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Ts # 
© 1 will hope, and- quietly wait for the : Salvation of ty ye 
* Lord, puttihg.my Mouth. in the duſt jf fo be theregy iN 4, 
6 be hope, Lam. . 26. i _ M att 
- 4.3; Let me, with all expectationi and. longir den | 
& wair for the fulfaling of the Prophecies and Predidtinn Nl 43 
& Tus part of thy Secrer Coudſel thou. haſt revealed, thy 
© thy 'Truch and Wiſdom may receive the Glory in its.26 
© complſhinentz and,that we, thy Creatures look after 
* 2nd expect i, Thou haſt declared that:thy ever {i 
* Goſpel fball be pr FT to all Nations; that the Kay. 
* doms. of the World: ſhall be the Kingdoms of thy Sanz 
* that thou wilc bring.in the Few arid the fulneſs of the 
& Gentiles 3 that thou wile diſcover and confound the Man 
© of Sin z that thou wikt ſend thy Son in the Clouds to 
* the World. Theſe and the like ,parts of thy Counk 
* thou haſt publiſhed xo the World, be thou Glorifedjn 
© the fulfilling of them. hy Secret Counſels are deep and 
** myſterious, and when we ſee them, in their fulfillingy 
« yer they make us to wander and ſtagger, fo thar, though 
« our Duty teach-us to acknowledge, that thou art rights 
© ous when we plead with thee, yer we are-apt with the Pro 
-* phet to Expoſtulate with thee touching. thy Judgment 
«© Fer..12.1. As'if things fell out beſides thy Will, and 
** 17} difappointment of thy; Ceunſel., But in theſe Mank 
** feſtarions of. thy Counſels betore they are fulfilled, we 
© ſee and: muſt conclude, Dan, 4. 17. That. che nuft High 
oy ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whoſoever b 
** will, and ſerterh'up oven it the baſeft of Men. Let therefore 
** this Will of thy, Counſels revealed in the Prophecies.and 
© Predictions of thy Word be fulklled, that thou may'lh 
** receive the Glory of thy Power,j. and of chy Wildomp 
and. of thy Truth in the fulblling off them, and that” 
| . every 


oſha upon the' Lord's { Prom. 


Wat &rrainly Ty 
liek, ftp 37. ts I will 's this be þ of by the Hue 
tracl. 


| vo Tho haſt another part of thy Counſel more pred. 
s 4 of os eater concerninerit ro' me than the former, 
- aft alo reveated, the Counſel of ehy Proms- 
age thou ſenreft thy Son. out of thine own Boſom 
it \ wha World, thou. as ?S impart _urito him this grear 
nd concerting” part of thy Counlel, nd this he hath 
p unto us; the Promiſe Yo Pardon of our Sins 
rough his Blood ; 5 of aftification, through. his Rights- 
vl &k of thy Spiric thar ſhould Tead' us into all truth; 
#*f his abia ding with us unto' the End of the World ; of 
*conquering, and ſfubduing our Luſts and Temptations; 
*F raiſing us up at the laſt day, and. giving us an Ever- 
L fling Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken. ſe. Promi- 
"es as thou haſt given to be the objefts of our Faith, 
*Hope, and certain ExpeCtation,, Tir. 2. 12. 2 Per 2,12. 
*> are they the objects of our deſires, and conſequently 
@ he ſubject of our Prayers, and} therefore 1 ll pray 
with David, 1 Chron, 17.23. Therefore now, Lord, Let the 
"bing that thou haſt ſpoken concerning thy Servants be eſtabliſhed 
*for. Ever, and. do as thou haſt ſaid. 
And as thus the Will of God's Counſel is the NbeX af - 
this Petition, ſo is likewiſe the 7/1] of his Command, And 
thy falls under theſe Conſiderations. 
Hl, As thou Willeſt in Heaven, fo lec it be FEY by us 
Fon Earth : : 2nd to that purpoſe; 
#7. Let thy Will bediſcovered and made known unto 
®s, and to all Creatures: . and in as much as none tea- 
ﬆh like God, Let us be all taught of thee, Let thy 
evaled Will in thy Word: come. unto us as light into 
a and” becauſe our Underitandings are bl: = ood 
66 - 


V Fecrive it, to diſceri "the Tratk: Nt Py Lg af 
<Feftion of it ; open our Hearts to teceive /it/in, the Low 
2 it; * and coriquer that Cell of corruption and oppoliy 
ons that lis there ready to ſtifle it; mingle thy Ward iy 
< our Hearts with. Faith, that may purife our Hearts, and 


* make thy Word powerful to the- ſubduing of all tho 


& {trong holds and. oppolitions, . that ſtand out againſt x; 


thy Will ir Heaven is a'Perfet, Pure, and Holy Wil, 
& ſend out ſuck diſtoyeries of thy. Will, that we may knoy 
«rin the p/n and Truth of ir, vindicated frog 
*©'the falſe Gloſſes that the Corruptions and Degeneration 
«of rhe tithes or our deceirful and falſe Hearts are aſt ty 

< put'upon it: and that thy. Will tnay be done on Earthy 
* it is in Heaven, let ic be known on Earth as. it is in Hey 

© ver, Ry | 

& 2. Becauſe the ofily true principle of Obedience; j 


&* Love ſhed abroad, thy Love in our Hearts: and becauk 


& the ſenſe of thy. Love to us is the cauſe and ground of 
© out Love to thee, . ſhew us the greatneſs and fulneſ of 


« thy Love to us in Chriſt, and that, will refte&t asf 


© obey thy Will, arid exceeding thankful.to thee that.thay 
< art plead to accepr the fincere, though ichpertet Obs 
« dience of thy Creature. | | 


«« 2. And becauſe the thd of the manifeſtation of thy 


* Love to Mankind in Chriſt was to redeetn us from all 
* Tniquity, and to puritie unto thy ſelf a peculiar People 
*<:calous. of good Works, Tit. 2. 14. Atid in as trugfas 
< our conformity to thy Will, as it 1s our Perfection, fox 
< is the Great and. Juſt, Tribute that we owe unto thee foe 
& our Being, as Creatures, and much tnore for cur -Re 
**ernption as redeemed, and purchaſed Creatures;  Letal 
* our Thoughts, Words and Works be.univerfally tubſet 
* and obedient ro thy Will revealed in thy Son, taco 


.,"—_ upon the Lord's Pra yer. 202 
= jibe Holy;ns thou art Holy i in all;manner of Conver- 


«Grid; purge our Hearts from vain and. unprofitable 
6 hag hes, ft finful and polluted thoughts, from Devi- 
i and athciſtical thoughts; and let our thoughts be 
iah/as becomes the- preſence of God, before whom they 
« ze naked. and:legible, ſuch as hams that Heart where 
«Chriſt is. pleaſtd-to meke his reſidence, | Pious, Charita+ 
5 ble . Chaſt, Clean, Sober, Humble: Thoughts; 
{ſ:30.be attendants. upon ſo Heavenly a Gueſt: waſh 
Teague from that fire of Hell that is naturally init: 
"James >.:6;; deliver. ir from Blaſphemous,: Atheiſtica!, 
«Gjumniating, Uncharitable, Falſe, Vain, and Unpro» 
"table Words ; and let me uſe my "Tongue as one, whoſe 
*Words are all Regiſtered, and. that mult give an Account 
[every Idle Word: Let my Speeches be ſealoned with 
'd, glorifying thy Name, Editying others, true, profi- 
table,;: ſeaſonable, - ſerious, charitable, diſcreet; for by 
ba Wards | fhall be-juſtihed, and by my Words 1 ſhall 
econdemned; Deliver me from all finful,, impure, un- 
*emly, unjuſt; Aﬀ5ar;;: in the firſt life of any Aion or 
*lmrention.: let: me- bring them to rhe Rule of thy Word, 
to the Rule of my. Conſcience, to the Rule of thy Pre. 
"lence, pany meaſure them thereby, and if they 
*xill. not @bide that Examination, ; or upon. that Examina- 
*ton want their due Conformity ; let me reje&t them with- 
*qut any more Reaſonings' or Diſputings. In all my AQii- 
* os relating immediately to thy Majeſty, let them be War- 
*rantable, Pious, Sincere, Reverent, Humble: in ail my 
*Adtions reldring zo ethers, let them. be full of Juſtice, Cha- 
*rty, free from Revenge, Diſdain.,  Sullenneſs, Mea- 
$furing out -Impartially, as ia the Preſence of God, the 
*Gme Meafure' which 1 would delire to be done unto my 
*Elf;- in all-my Actions relating #0. my ſelf, ler there be So- 
*briety, Temperance, Moderation,. Seaſonablenefs. And 
®let all this be done our of that only true Principle of Obe- 
*rience, Lovero God, preſented unto him upon that on- 
fly ound of AMIE + you Carilt ; and ſeaſoned _ 
* that 
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« that acceptable "Grave of Humility. -Af "when: 1:4 wi 
9 done all that \is —_—_— | am but-an unprofinbles g 


* vant, how unprofit 
L S what 1am Commanded ? 


© And as1 pray that the things :that thou willeſwh; 

& done in Heaven may be done by -us on'Earth, fo | dy 
# that thet Heavenly Will of thine may be dane on Kink 
* a5 cby Flt is done in Heaven by thoſe Glorious and Pire.Ga, 
eres, that always behold rhy Face,Perfefly, Univerkly 
* Speedity, Chearfully, Humbly. © vg 
x. Perfeitly. "The Angels do clearly diſcern and Xnwi 
HY of God by a double at: *1. On God's part, a Clear Bay 
nation or Beam of the Mind of God ſhining into their chy 
intelleftual Nature, and conveying into them a perfedt { 
covery of the mind'and Will of God concerning thai 
2. Qn their part, by a clear Imwition of God, and behall 
ing his Mind and Will in kim concerning them-; the Wit 
God having fitted their” Natures-with luch a Meifured 
mtuition of him, whercby, tkough they cannor. ſee all4i 
FerfeCtions, yet they- are fitted and'inabled to: ſee ſo mich 
8s 55 ſuitable to their Nature, conducible to the fulne'« 
that PerfeAion which they are capable of, and to. the yet 
formance of that aCtive ſervice which  he-requires of thay 
Arid as thus they perfeftly'know his Will, ſo Their Wiki 
moſt purely indlined' and moved to the- obedience of; 
there is no mixture'of impurity or reſiſtance of their Wil 
2gainſt the Will of God'; ne mixture of Hypacrifie orbu 
felf Ends : for their Pute Natures are taken \up withakil. 
neſs of the Love of God, large and comprehenſive as ther 
Natures, and upon that principle 'they move in all thei 
AQts of Obedience, and they clearly fee that their highef 
perfeAion conlifts in the moſt Even'-and Unbyafled Con- 
formity to the Command of God, fo the 'more- perket 
' their Obedience -is, the more abſolute is their perfetion; 
they need no other Motive to Obey him bur this, Thati 
is the moſt Perfect Command: of the moſt Perfe&; and 
Wiſe, and Holy'Ged. And as thus, their Minds, on 
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Milk 'are falkioned and Gited ro a moſt perfe&t Obedience, 
Sto arc” iidiied with « Power from God exactly com- 
hnfdfirare to an exaft perfarmance of bis Will ; 'whether 
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101" be their reflected Adtions unto God, or whether ir bs 
"whil wither inftrimentat' AQtions unto others. If God Com- 


nd an Angel to' deſtroy an Hoſt 'of the Afyriars,” he 
a-difpatch 185000 of them in one Night; if he/Cam- 
tandan Angel to deliver Daniel out of the. Lions Den, 
can ſhut the Liohs Mouth, that they ſhall be rather 
his" Guard, that his Executtoners, Daniel 6. 2.2. "If he 
Conimands an Angel'to deliver Peter "out of 'the' Priſon, 
kcan make his Chains fall off from him, like the Tow, 
phen it" feeleth rhe Fire, 48s 12. 5, * When' he Com- 
mands an Angel to -Comfort his Son, though' under 'a 
ſure and weight, niore heavy” to' his Soul. than the 
ighr of the Earth, he can dart into rhe tender and vital 
farts 'of the Soul, ſuch Comforts and -Cordials, that can 
ble his humanity to bear that burden, -Euke 22:43; 
When he Commands an Angel to attend the Reſurre&iori 
his'Son, he can at the fame inſtafit ſhake terror and 
inazement «nd diflolution into the Spirits' of the Soldiers, 
id Comfort and Satisfa&tion into'the Souls of thoſe that 
Expeted his Reſurre&on, and cauſe that ſtone, which the 
iN Phariſees laid upon the Sepulchre, /ay a ſeal unto his Mor- 
Fi; ality, to ſtart aſide and' give way to'our-Saviour's Reſur- 
tedion, Luke 28. 34. And little do we know thoſe won- 
terful ſervices, that theſe inviſible Powers do in the World, 
wn for poor and weak” Men, at the' Command of their 
eat Lord and Sovereign every hour in the day. © And 
ow, -O Lord, it is true, that thj* Will's done in Hea- 
#ye-by thoſe+ thy Glorious Creatures, . perfectly and ex- 
*2aAMly ; bit 1 and' all thy Crearures uport Earth have in 
* ur'z mixture of Darkneſs: that-we carinot know thy 
WH; and a mixture of corruprien,” that tefiſts the Obe.. 
ELiance of thy will; and 2 mixture of '#tipotence, that 
bye tltinot perform that. part of thy 'Will,/thar'we know 
Gand defire ro obey'; fo that when we'can at any time {ay 
oy. Nnz < with 
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204 Meditations. upon the Lord's Prayer. 
** with the Apoſtle, .To-will, is. preſent, with/ me, yet, we 


muſt, wich the ſame Apoſtle 1ay, That. how rope 
* that good, we bnd noty: Romans 7:18. Therefage,| 
** eannot in.this Houſe of Clay, hope to/aſpice ro the-ful 
©, perfeQtion of an 'Angelical.,Obedienge,, nor to doigh 
;* Will on- Earth, as &4i8-done in- Heaven ; yer therew 
** Imperfect PerfeCtion, which in © bri{t thou art pleaſegy 
&« accept of, an Eyangelical, though yot-an Angelical, fg, 
& fection in.our. Obedience ; a PerfeQtion. of | niegrity.a 
** Sincerity, free, from Guile, - baſe; Ends, or Hypocrike,4 
i. Heart truly. endeavouring to obey the Voice. of, God 
© his Word), and:cruly forrowful. for his defects andfai 
-* ings. in that” Obedience: thus the Heart of. David, 1 
:* Kings 15. 2-'of, Hezekiah, 2 Kings 2.0. 3. were perlet 
** Hearts, the Obedience: injoyned. by David to Solomon, q 
#:C hron.-2:8.; 9:5; oServe him with a- perfeft Heart and wil 
*. ing Mind: and)thjs perfecion. of C bedience give uny 
'* thy. ſervants, that: thy, will may be done. on. Earth; aq 
* js 42 Heaven, fincerely and (ingly. ! no 
0:2 Which is a conſequent of the former, ange'ical Obs 
dience 1s,an Ungper{a! Obedience, :;there is nct any, Con 
-mand.. of God, nox;/ithe- meanel}, bur they. performy, 
Pſal:.'103. 20. Bleſs 4he Lord ye | his Anpels that excel. 
flrtugth. that do'bis Commandnients, hearlning unto the wice f 
his wird. For the-fame Principle. of pertc&t Love.of Gal 
moves them to a wi:lang Obedience to every Command, s 


well\gs any ; -and-they 6nd. as much beauty in their Obs 
-dience_unto the Command of God, when ſent out to: Mink 
fer for the poor: Members of the. Son of God, Heb: 1.44 
as when, jent upon an imployment, - for the maxter, ,more 


©& 


glorious: * And, ,QuLord, Let thy Will be thus done on 
** Earth as it. is in,; Heaven: let me;have reſpect to all thy 


* Commandments, and-ler no {1n-. he ſo. much; mine, 
* d6ur, 10, natyral, fo. ſuitable; ro my--Natuge.. or, Condinpn; 
* but thas:l., my torſake it-at.thy Commandz;and keep;my 
* {elf from my, [Fran{greſſion. ;-. Since it, is. the ſame God 
* tl at..cqua)ly: Eommands..and Forbids.' in - all, and. the 
tiny * IF! 


«c ſame 
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Love.ta, God which is, or ſhould be the Principle 
be Ground of all my Obedience, -James.2. '1 0. Hoſo-: 
jr Pal keep the whole Law. and yet ; offend-3n- one point, is 
p of all. A heart that can obſerve. ſome Commands; 


fand yet. diſpence with it ſelf in the violation, of others, vbey : 
# not for love of God bur of himſelf. 


an | 
ſed ./2.. Angelical Obedience is a Willing and Cheerful Obedi- 
to. - Which ſtill runs upon the former.reaſon ; the Princi- 


pe of their Obedience is perfect Love of God ; and Love 
it's an active Aﬀection, as tirong as Death; ſo that they, are 
xy glad of any Opportunity to return the Expretſions of that 
a Love in a moſt hearty and willing Obedience. Chriſt, ſpeak- 
h/1 ng.of the Angels, ſaith, rhey always behold the Face of my 
let Faher,they, Watch and are attenuve,and with Cheerfulneſs 
1 apect every Command of God. © And thus allo let thy 
wi Wl © Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, that we may 
A " llingly and chearfully perform thy Will; glad that we 
v1 "thy poor creatures haye any opportunity to do any. {ervice 
| Ky thee, thi. ugh thou needeſt i it not, and thankful that thou 
he #art pleaſcd to accept of the Obedience of thy creature. 
MF . 4 Conſequently, an Angelical Obedience is Speedy, Smit, 
ih "FN They..diſpute not. the reafon.. of the -Command, 
"F nor. delay the perfarmance of it :. Like the Cenrurion's 
4M fervants, he faith to one, Go, and he goeth : Luke 7. 8. 
«ll * And, Lord, as thus thy Will is. done in Heaven, {o lerir 
SY *bedone on Earth : when thou commandelt things that 
IN # our fieſh and blood have much ado to Oigelt, woutd fain 
" *be reaſoning againſt, or at leaſt angry. in the oblervance, 
+ | <give us this grace not to confer with. fleih and: blood; 
YE #6... 16. but refolvedly and ſpeedily..to obey thy Will: 
ly When Abrabam was called to leavehis own Country, he 
! F obeyed , and went out, not Knowing 'whither he went; 
o eb..11. $. when commanded to ſacrifice his Son, he/roſe 
"F tuly in the Morning, and goes, about this hard et 2 
/ Gen, 12. 2. Lingrangs and Reaſonings upon the Commands of 
God, as they carry.in them a want of Uuty, fo they always 
* BE bing with them -much diſadvantage, either wholly imer- 
| Non 3 cepting 


206 Meditations apon the Ford's Prayer, 
cepting our Obedience, or rifidling with .it muck wt Yozg! 
lingneſs and averſeneſs to it. be + 0p 
5. A Heavenly, 'Angelical Obedience thought it be fille} 
PerfeQtion, yet it is Fill of Humility. They know that thiy i 
owe an infinite Obedience ro him, from whom they erg 
their Being ; and' that their Obedience to God is but the 
payment of that Debr rhey owe to him, and cannot make 
him a Debtor to them : They know that infinite diſtaney 
between the infinite God and themſelves, though gloria 
yet infinite Creatures ; and therefore they do not only pay 
their Obedience, as a juſt Tribute to God, without arrogant 
of merit; but they do it with all the Reverence and &, *i 
knowledgment that is imaginable. Both theſe we find.in © *kil 
the Adoraion of the 2.4. Elders, Rev. 4. 10, 2 1. they fall B*ti 
down before him, and caſt their Crowns before the Thron; B*h 
ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Hon, il *hi 
and Power, The diſtahce between God and Man is ink, BY *# 
nite ; and though the Angels are nearer unto God in per. I *1 
fection of Nature than Men, yet ftfll the diſtance betwen I *t 
them is infinite : here is the Odds, the Angels fee therd. If *Þ 
ſtance, and ſee more of the PerfeQion of God ; and the If *tc 
more they ſee of him, the' more they Adore and Reverene I *n 
him, and the Humbler they are in rheir Services ; becau I *y 
they ſee the greatneſs of their diſtance. And if Angelial & *y 
Obedience, that is fo perfett, ſhall be mingled with & I *x 
much Reverence, with fo much Humility. ſhould our ſerv; | *\ 
ces, that are ſo imperfeet, be allayed ? © O Lord, Let thy 
«* Will be thus alſo done in Earth, as it is in Heaven : Give 
© us a ſenſe of thy infinite Glory and Majeſty, of that ink 
_ © nite diſtance between Thee and thy Creature ; that with 
* all Reverence to thy Majeſty, and all Lowlineſs in ow 
< ſelves, we may appear before thee in all we do for Thee; 
« Give us a ſenſe of that infinite Debt of Obedience, that we 
** owe unto Thee, for our Being, that produdt of an inhnit 
© Power, and an infinite Motion ; for our well beings, out 
© reſlitution in Chriſt, without whom our very Being would 

* have been our burden: Give us a ſenſe of the great im- 
*,"- pet: 


Medvtations kpor the Lord's Prayer. 1265 
Wfdttions of all our beft performances; that needs no lef 
crifice than the Blood and Intercefion of Chrift; to 

aſh them'from that guilr that would damn us; if we had 
"thing elſe to anfwer for ; Give us a fenſe of thy Great 
"Ondeſcenfion to thy weak and finful Creatures, that ard 
, to deliver unto us the knowledge of thy Will; 
*164 when we by Nature are unable to conceive it; or tg 
"*itve it, doft give us Light to underſtand it, and Fairh 
*9afſent nnto ir, that rhy aw is Holy, Juſt and Good ; 
7 pay 4d when for aff thefe convictions of thy Fruth, our 
Zaned M *hearts, the ſears: of Rebellion, do oppoſe it in the Love 
LAs 446d Pradtice of it, thou art pleaſed to fend down a power- 

-n Fall working of thy Spirit to chaſe out of us thoſe oppo- 
' fall ons of our cortupred Nature, and to make ns willing'iti 
one, MF *the day of thy power, and to firive with and ſubdue our 
ian, f *Karts to any meaſure of the Love of thy Will; and 
inl Y *phen notwirhſfanding all this, our poor and lean perfor- 


Per.  *lences are mingled with much of our own deadneſs, con-. 
en I *trary motions, and pollutions; yet thou art pleaſed ro 

4 I *Frinkle our Obedience with his perfect Righteouſneſs ; 

be IN *to forgive the defects; to cover the imperfeRtions; to 

hes Ff ®*retifie the deformities of all our Obedience ; to pardort 
uf F *what is ours, our fins and defects, and to accept and re- 

al F *ward what is thine own, as if it were ours, when Thou 

lo F *workeſt all our works in us, and yer rewardelt Us, as if 
"| *We had wrought them. 

y | And as in the diſtin confiderations of the Will, of 
ve ff the Counſels and' Commands of God, we are to defire that 

" tis Will may be done on Farth as it isin Heaven, fo in 
b Þ the conjunE conſideration of both theſe ills. There is not an - 
r | #tion or Event in the World, bur it falls out by the de- 
; | frminate Cormſe] and Fore-appointment of Sod; and yet 
ef © the production of theſe: Events we find a mixture ,o 

| Aﬀtions, rhat exprefly thwart the Command of God. 
| The greareſt Event, and of the greateſt concerament that 
| | the World ever knew, or fhall know, was the Death of 
keſug Chrilt; arid thongh' he was thus dehvercd' by the de- 
N'n 4 rerminate 
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terminate Counſel and foreknowiedge of God, yet tell *h 
Fews took, and by wicked hands, Crucihed and ſlew hin ff £08 
Afts 2.33. 'The Counſel of God was a moſt Wiki ©} 
Mercitul Counſel; the ation of the, Fews that fulfill © 
this Counſel! was a moſt cruel andunjult_aCtion; yet th 
injuſtice of the inſtrument did no way afteQ>the Comjpilf * 
of God, nor the Counſel of God no way Juſtifie the z& 
on of the Jews; witneſs that heavy Curſe that upon thalff: 
own imprecation lies upon the actors and their poſter 
unto this day,bis Blood be upon us,and upon our\Children, Man, 
27. 25. The man fins moſt willingly, and though th 
Wiſe God intermingle occurrences, that make the ſhi 
actions of men inſtrumental ro his Counſels, yer their Guit 
is no leſs, and no lefs their own, by being ſubſervienty 
his Counſel. God hath given thee a word of Commanl, 
he hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good and why 
doth the Lord require at thy hands! Micah 6. 8. Tha 
needeſt not, nor mayeſt ſeek out for a Rule of thy AG 
ons.in the Secret Counſel of God ; nor endeavour to jul; 
fe thy Actions, becauſe in order to the fulfilling. of tho 
Counſels ; but keep to that Rule which he hath given, Þ 
the Law, and to the Teſtimony. Deut. 29. 29. The ſean 
things belong unto the Lord cur God, but thoſe things that are 16 
vealed, belong to us and to our Children for ever. 
* 'T herefore, O Lord, teach rne to wait upon the Wil 
&© of thy Counſels, and to be inſtrumental in them ; that | 
* may nevertheleſs ever obey the Will of thy Command; 
© that while I aft thy Will, as a Creature, 1 may never 
* neglect it as a Man or a Chriltian. 'Thy Wiſdom, i 
* is true, can bring about thy Counſels by the {inful ations 
* of men; and as thou turne{t the Hearts of Men as Rt 
* vers of Waters, ſo thou turneſt the ſinful motivns of the 
* Heart,as a skilfull Workman can turn the ſtreams of ws 
© ter, ſa that whilſt * moves naturally, it ſhall bring about 
* Ends that are of a higher conſtirytion : But ſurely if thou 
* canſt make thoſe works-of diſobedience: ſerve thy Prov 
F* dence, much more canſt thou uſe ſuch aRions to the 
« fulfilling 
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ing of thy Couoſcls, that are ſuitable to thy. Com- 
Tmands; therefore as the Will of rhy Counſels is done in 
Heaven by the Angels and bleſſed Spirits, in ſuch a way 
ik *3 is foitable to thy Commands; So let thy Will be done 
*0 Farth, that while we ſerve thy Providence, we may 
nevertheleſs obey thy Will; and whiles we cloſely obſerve 
-Y * what thou requireſt, that we may Contentedly, Patiently, 

1 th 0 *Cheerfully and Thankfully ſfubmir unto, and receive what 


ſtery #thou in thy moſt Wiſe Counſel diſpenſeſt. 
ri : » Give us this day our daily Bread. 
well | 


Girl Our Saviour directs us, Mazth. 6. 33+ to ſeek firſt the 
nt ©) Kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and then promiſeth 
nand that the rhings of this life ſhall be added to-us. And ac- 
wha fd cording to the Merhod of this Doctrine and Promiſe, > is 
hou the Method of this Prayer ; firſt to ſeek the Glory, King- 
Ad, dom and Will of God, and then for thoſe things that are 
ul  neceflary for our ſelves. And though he hath' promiſed 
hob that they ſball be added to us, yet he directs to pray for 
1 what he hath thus promiſed ro add. And this is the courſe 
na of God's Will and our Duty, that we ſhould beg of God 
1» | what he hath certainly promiſed to give. The Promiles 
of God, as they are the warrants of our Prayer, fo our 
Prayers are required, though not as cauſes, yet as means 
tl of fulblling his Promiſes. And then a Promiſe is moſt ſun. 
d; table and txly performed, when it is ſued out by opr Pray- 
rr} rs. When God had promiſed to build the ruined places, 
and plant that which was deſolate, and had engaged his own 
Name and 'Truth ro perform. it, 1 the Lord have ſpoken it, 
and I will do it, Ezek. 36. 36. yet requires. their Prayers to 
cede the performance of it; I will yet for this be inquired 
of, by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them; and that amongit 
others upon theſe Con/iderations. WIEN 
1, To ſhew our Dependance upon him : All Creatures, 
3s they are effentially depending upon- God in their Being 
and. Preſervation, ſo according to the meaſure of their power 
| they 
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they teſtific that Dependance, Pfalts 1 64, 2 x. 4b Yhy 
Lyons feek their meat from God. Phlm 149. 9. He giveth ty 
| Beaſts their food; and to the Tomig Ravens which: cry. Pill 


TYA5. 15. The, Eyes of all wait upon # and thou piveſt ray 
F5- meat ni due ſeaſon. Thete is 4 fecret and os fo ad 
teſtificarion, eveh in the ſenſible Creatures, of their dep, 
danice up6n God for their livelihood, and ruch there 
required, and that moſt juſtly from Man ; It is an att of Yi 
Mercy and Bounty for God to proftiife atid to give; ard a fi 
att of Duty and Recognition for Man to ſeek. 

2. It brings the Soul more to fee and to acknowledge and 
magnihe that Mercy that .is given, when it is. firſt ſued on 
from God by Prayer. A Bleſfing obrained upon Praye 
carries a more immediate impreffion of the Liberality of Got, 
than when it is given unſought for, 

3. It makes a Blefſing the more acceptable, when «þ- 
tained; and the rhore comfortable and contenting in the 
etyoymerit ; when 4 man, together with the Mercy hers 
ceives, receives alſo a fenſe of the Mercy and Goodneks of 
God coming with it : and as in reſpect of this concornitance, 
ſo it moft times falls otit, thar tuch Bleffings fo obtained 
are more ſuitable, and ſeafonable, and ample, and uſetul, 
than ſach as come in ai ordinary way of Providence, . 

4. It fits a man with a better mind to uſe them with 
Thankfulneſs emo God, with Sobriety, and yet with 
Cheerfulneſs ; when a man ſhall conſider that this Bleiſing 
T had from the hands of the Almighty God, derived to me 
by that means that he hath enjoyned ,, Prayer bottomed 
upon his Promife. The difturbance rhat grows to any nan 
in any condition 1s either out of a difproportion of his con. 
dition to a right mind or delire,or a diſproportion of his mind 
to a right fruition: A Bleſſing obtained by Prayer” avoids 
both; it brings a proportionable gobd to his mind and de- 
fire; and it ſuits the Mind with a proportionable temper to 
the Bleſſing. Eacleſ” 6. 2. Solomon teils us of a man to whom 
God had given Riches and Wealth and Honour, ſo that 
be wanted nothing that his hearr could defire ; yer God 

gave 
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46 ted tiot powet to eat thereof: the difconipoſute. of his 
id robbed him of fruition as equally, as if he had not 


Pill hu the poflefion. © But the bleffing of Wellth gotten by 


ayer is accompatiied with a Mihd to uſe it comfortably 
ad chearfully, yet ſoberly and humbly. Sin hath put a 
rſs io the Creatures, that they prove unuſeful ; and it 
lh pur a Curſe ih the Soul, hat ic corrupts the Crearure, 
x ah ill ſtomach doth good nouriſhment ; fo that often 
tines they are occaſions of Exceſs and Intemperance, of 


Pride and Haughtineſs, of Carnal Confidence and forget - 


and I ting of God ; Prov, 30. 9. {2 I be full and deny thee, and ſay, 
on Wl ho 5s the Lord? Prayer is by the free Goodneſs of God 
aver made a means to take out the Curſe from both ; it fanctifies 
300 Þ the Creature, 1 "Tim. 4. 5. Every Creature of God is ſanttiþi- 

dy the Ward and Prayer : by the Word of Command given 
ob- I the Creature to make it ſerviceable; and by the Word 
the Þ of Promiſe given to the uſer; and by Prayer laying hold 
76 © upon that Promiſe, and ſuing out that Bleſſing that is con- 
+ of I niited in it; and ir fanCtihes the heart, keeps it in depen- 
ce, | dance upon God, in, confidence ini him, and Sobriety be. 
ed If fore him ; ir reacheth him that the bleſſings of this. Life 
ul, I come from him, are his bleſſings, my Corn and my Wine, 

and my Oyl. And accordingly the Heart is tutored to uſe 
th © them with all Moderation, Thankfulnefſs and Contentedneſs. 
th 1. Grove us, &c. Give us our Bread, not pay it us as a 
ig | Duty. The beſt Title we have to all our Bleſſings is Free 
 |f Gift, God did not, nor could at firſt owe to any thing its 
d || being; and having given a Being to any thing, he owes 
ti it nor Preſervation, nor the means of ir; but the gift of 
k | the latter is as free as of the former. When God ſaid to 
d | Man, I the ſircat of thy Brows thou ſhalt eat thy Bread, Gen. 
: | 4. 19. he gave him not his Bread as the Wages of his 
Þ» | Labour but annexed his Toil and Labour as the Curſe of 
) | his Life; and yet ſuch is his Mercy that he gives us our 
| ff Bread for asking it. Marth 7, 11. How much more ſhall 
| | Jour Father which is in Heaven, give good things to them thas 
| akbim: © Lord, I have no Title ro the Neceſſaries of my Life, 
| bus 
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but thy free Gift and Bounty ; and bad I. any, yet 71. Py 
Sins. do , every moment forfeit that Title. The Beggey __ Fa Bread 
Bread at my Door, hath a better right ro the Bread be begs A999 


+ 


againſt me, than ] £58 to the Bread 1 eat, as from thee. is gr! 

#herefore before. thee for the Neceſſaries of my Life with allaljy. 
rence and dereſtation of any Merit in my ſelf to deſerve then; 
they are thine before thou giveſt them ; aud they are not ming g, 
lefi s thou groeſt them ; ' and when chav baſt given them. they ar "oY 
fill thine, and Bleſſed be thy Name that thou art Pleaſed 1 e0 gin BN 00 
them me for the asking. Nor doth my «sing of my Bread ” reale 
Hands deſerve the Gift of gt to me, but it is the means which ti Ml 11% 
haſt ſanfiified by thy free pramiſe to procure them for me. 

2. Give us our Bread, We cannot give it gur ſelves, ar 
Good is not in our own hands nor power; it is he thy 
giveth thee power to get Wealth,Dexe 8.. 16- 19. withoy 
his Bleſſings my Labours and Projections will prove frux 
leſs; it is vain to rife early, and tq go to bed late, Pt 
127. 2. or if they arrive to acquire the Bread | want, jo 
be can blow upon it and make holes in'my Bag, Hapg. 1, 
G, 9. can ſend Worms into my Manna, Exodus 16. 29, 
or if my Store become not unſerviceable for me, yet it maj 

"be. his Bleſſipg that muſt enable me to eat of it, Eccleſ. 5, 
I9. and 6, 2. I will therefore be honeſtly induſtrious togy 
my Bread; for jt is my Duty, Gey. 3. 19 TI the ſoeg 
of thy hy thou ſhalt gat thy Bread, Bur I will not be folic 
tous touching the Event; for he hath ſaid T will not lea 
thee nor forſake thee, Heb. 13: 5. And it the Providence 
of God ſecond my Endeavours, yet I will not facrihce to 
. my Net, Hb. 1. 16. but with acknowledgement blek 
the Hand of God that gives me the Bread, and labour and 
pray to make it Bread to me; for Man cannot live by Bread 
alone, Matth. 4. 4. but by "that Word of Bleſſing wher- 
by he makes it my dayly Bread. 
© + Give ts our Bread, yet if thou pive it not, give us om 
tentedneſs ; for what cariſe have we to murmur at the denyal of 
that which thou art not bound to give ? or if thou turn our du 
Bread to Bread of Car efulneſi, or of Aﬀiaion, yet give us Path 


engs, 
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fat, and-we ſpall be able to live upon this Bread. Our daily 
at bs, nad -56 ty free ' gift, and therefore if thou" give it noe, 'it-ianis 


. 


any, wor cauſe of repining. 


T3 5 244 hv? 


rf 
4 
4x : 


This Day, or Day: by Day. 


; And why net bread for to morrow, as well as for today? 
teceaſon! of the Prayer, is contained in our Saviour's Com 
wands, Matrh. 6. 2 2... Take no choughe for to murrow. And the 
#1) | raſons of that Command are theſe. * . 0 £4 4; 
btn @ 11; To keep us in a continual Dependance upon God: And 
this our-Saviour enforceth upon the conlideration of. the ye». 
; or if 9. Fowls, Marth. :6. 2.6. They Sow noe, neither do they Reap 
wr gather into Barns,yet your Heavenly Father Feedeth them and 
how f chatyin due Seaſon, Plalm 1.4.5. And are ye not much better than 
Frug. ty 2 W hen Elizs was at God's immediate finding, the Ra- 
2h I yens brought him Meat: in the Wilderneſs at ſeaſonable 
 @ times. Supplies. beyond: neceffity of the preſentare- apt to 
7 I nake us either vairly profuſe, or-vainly:confident. An Ex- 
20 © auple of theirſt we have in the Prodigal, Luke /1 5,12 
nul © that. would have all his Portion: /at once that belonged-ra 
kim; be, waſted it in riotous Living, which he--did not 
or if before, when: his Father's Care' meaſured out his. Supplies 
veg | according to his Exigencies and Occalions. An inſtance of 
lig. & the Jatter we have' in the Rich Man, Luke 12. When 
ne | $i; Store out-grew his Receipr, ſo that-he projeReth the 
nce } building of greater Barns, he then Sets up his reſt ; Thou haſt 
to | mueb laid up for many Tears ; Eat, Drink and be merry. Iſrael 
< & vas in leſs danger when he fed as it were from-Hand to 
nd f Mouth in the Wilderneſs, than when he had Eaten and 
ad 8 was full; when his Herds, ard. Flocks, and Silver ;and 
re- | Guld were multiplied, ; then his Heart was -in danger to be 
" | liked up and. to forget God, Der. 8..3, 13,14. And 
» || «cordingly it, proved when Feſurwn waxed Far, herkicked, 
o | 9d forlook the Lord which made him, -and lightly. elteem» 
| dhe Rock, of his Salvation, Deue. 32; 15+ - And-fuch 
; | sthe baſeneſs and fallenels and Pride-of our Hearts, that 


could 
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Toald-we: have our” turns ferved by any other meang, 

fromthe hands of God, we would never feek _ 
and when we have any thing beyond the exigence of gy 
' preſent Condition, we preſently make that our confideng 
We had rather be behaſding to any thing than to him, wy 
ather truſt in any thing than in him. 'Thereforein 

condeſcenſfion to the- Waywardneſs of otr Natures, in 
oken pleaſed to keep the Treaſury of outward Bleſſings 
his own hands, deliver chem our by little and little accord. 
ing to our preſent Exigencies,that ſo though the baſenek 
our Natures will not, yet the neceſſities of our Nature 
his wiſe Difpenſation' enforceth us to make our often Addr 
fes-to him' to beg our Bread of him, as often -as we hay 
mg. to Eat, that thereby we may learn'to depend upo 


-. 2. 'Though our fooliſh hearts cannot rhink fo, yet wh 
tain 'is, that God'is:che beſt Treaſurer of his own Bl 
fingsfor vs.” He husbands them berter for us than we a 
our felves; diſpenſeth them with more Prudence, Seaſon 
bleneſs, 'Convenience;” than if they were at otr raking, He 
knows what proportion-is fitteſt, what time Seaſoniblet: 
and therefore we are taught by this part of this Petition ty 
tuft God with bis own Bleſſings, and with the diſpenling 
of rhem.” Our Fatheris a Wiſe and Merciful Fatl:er, and 
we' are fooliſh and inconfiderate Children, Let us tral 
him with-our Portion, it ſhall certainly be berter managed 
«-his:Hands-than in -owrs. "Though he gives not outts 
day what is ft for to morrow, yet he hath the ſame Store 
of Mercy and Wiſdom to morrow- thar he- hath to day; 
or had yeſterday. And if he gives me enough for this day 
wpon my: Petition, what heed I trouble  nfiy ſelf abour'ts 
morrow ? when 40” nioriow comes-I. will beg it, as | dd 
to-day ; and I doubt- not-but he will deal as'bountifully ts 
morrow as he hath dofe'this day; '  'Thetefofe'| will begto 
day for the Bread of this day,'and beg to motrow Brea 
for tomorrow, and not” anticipate my Duty by begging 


day Bread'for to morrow, - | | 
OTE 4. To 
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wg- To put. us-in' mind of our Moralicy. Why ſhall 
he bilicizous for to'- morrow, when 1 know: not: how'God 
will difpoſe- of me before to morrow comes? Who can'tell 
vhat a diy may bring forth ; ] will wait therefore all-my 

inted' rime till- my change cometh, Fob 14. 14. andif 
<4 go me roy life till ro- morrow, it-will' be then ' ſex 
to-beg Bread for that life, ee w/e pon 


bo. 


EL 


—_— 
8 


E 


= 


th | | hos Daily Bread. 


<4 We- avi here theſe T'wo:Coofiderations? I 
inyThe' Exrent -of it: Bread is ' = Staff | of Life, he 
ſrevgth of Life, Phalm 1 04- 15. Bread which ftrengehe 
dns boars If this be wanting, it'makera Famineth 
thers'be a ſupply pf other things ;- and-1iF-rliis be had, (rhe 
nant of archer things may- be born” ay] thorefore it com. 
all - the: conveniences for: the ſupport of our Nils 
wress Haiah 5 5. 2: B/berefore do ye ſpend jour money for that 

which 5s noe bread Pl. r- 22:1 5. I atill abwnduenth bleſs ber pros 

alan; and ſatisfir ber por with bread.” 'S6/that\ when I 
al = 1 beg for all the Eonfennees for the fip- 

my life:'i' - 

o 'The Rerifion of ty Our Saviour chin us-to'F 

ki Food for our neceſſity and convetiiency, riot for-otir'c 
roſy or fuperfiviry-;" and, with 4g, ro defire ws 
pnient for us,” Prov..30 8. The" Ifcelites' had' theifidai- 
þ ſupply of Bread from Heaven, and they” were not'con« 
tated, but tempred God and asked Meat for their Laifts; 
thlm 78.1 8. And they were not eftranged from their Lufts, 
hut-@hile the meat was yet in” their mouths,” the wrath of God fell 
jou"them. A Petition for Supplies +6 be” conſumed upd 
our Luſts, is with: more mercy denied thaw granted, Famtes 
#1. When 'we are” to ask' for Temporal” Su our 
Sw{our- teacheth us 'n'this Petition, Y, y Por) 
#, "and:Contentation ; if we have-PFood'-and Rayment, 
therewith to be content : not" but that ' Abundance 8" 
ing, and ſuch as wherein God not only allows, © but 


| requires 
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requires a cheerful and' chankful uſe;-Devr.;2.8. 47.3 
rho. ſerveſt not the Lord thy. God with, geyumneſs and yladuy; 
bears for. the / abundance of .all things, -:thertfore ſhalt - this fig 
ehine Enemies, Exc. Wealth and Abundance are 'Bleſlinoss 
God, ſuch as we mult. receive with 'Thankfulneſs, agdy 
with Cheerfultieſs, :Sobriety,: and; Liberaliry: Bur we han 
no: promie:.to; be [Rich or to 'have Abundance: if-Gal 
gives it, he is berter than his Promiſe, and we have 
cauſe thercin to bleſs his: Name : 1 but: we have a Promif 
of ſupply of our neceſſities of Nature, and the Promifd 
God is the foundation.of pur Pfayer. We: have commuſiay 
tg - prey fot, Bread, - not :for Delicacies -or.- Superflugia 
Theſe, if given, may. be lawfully, end muſt be thankful 
uſed; [bur if net given, we mult live contentedly and thank 
fully wichour them. / God knows what-proportion beſt-f 
reth._us, and-if. he [gives us- our daily Bread, he gives wy 
much. as we have'a commitſion. to ask., and yet by asking 
only for-daily.Bread,. we are not bound to ask meerlyfyr 
the neceſlity.. of che ſupporr of Life, but for a comfontakl 
and convenient: fupport'\according ta that condition whertig 
God's Providence-hath placed us...: That may.be Bread tv 


when our. Lord gives us a commiſſion to eat whatlogret 
our. Soul deſireth,: ſo it be done before the Lord, and as-id 
his,,preſence, Deue,' L4- 26, And there. is -a_Seaſun' when 
ſlaying of -Oxen, . and killing Sheep, and eating - Fleth;;s 
an.jniquity. not tbe ,purged, 1a. 22,121 3, 14 The 
Wile God, that. ordereth and dilpoſerh all;times,: and per- 
ſans,-. and circumſtances, doth with the ſame Wiſdom, kt 
them with ſuitable. Concomitants and; Adjuncts. He hath 
made.eyery.thing beautiful in its time, -Ecolefe 3. 11, : 
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1 Bat beſide this Bread for our Bodies, | there is Bread for 
# Snd?, | which -c@nes-under this-Petition : The Bread of 
us, and the F#Aarer of Life, John 6. 33. this is the Life of 
ar Souls. - And:as much as the/Good and Support and 
& 6f -our Souls. is of more concerament-to us, than the 
of our Bodies, fo is the Bread of our Souls of more con- 
enjment for-11s to abc, than.che Bread: of our Bodies: -this 
aOrif, John: 6. 3.4-/:7 nm: the Bread of Life, be that comerh 
var [ball never. hunger, and he that helieverh mn me ſhall never 
aft; Bread, like the Widow's-Barrel'of Meal, that ſhall 
wer diminiſh; unto all 'Eternity; '. This Bread our Lord 
lth been pleaſed already ro give us, . Chriſt and- his fulnels; 
ad: nothing is - wanting. if we have but a band to. receive 
k.1 And. this: Bread we eat when we believe the Truth 
oGod: concerning hind ; ' when we oftert contemplate upon 
the” Mercy of Godin giving him, and upon that mighty 
ration which in him he hath given us ; when we have 
en recourſe 'urito bim for Grace and Mercy; when we 
erry unto him all our: ftock of Love, and Admiration, and 
Dependance, and-;:Recuitnbence, and Reſolution of Spi- 
it; * And here. we: find Bread for our Souls in the moſt 
comprehenſive latitude, accommodate to every condition of 
the'Soul : Here is Bread to feed and to ſtrengthen it, the 
Grace and Spirir of Chriſt ; -Phyſick to cure and recover it; 
the Satisfaction and Merit of Chriſt ; Varieties to feaſt and 
to refreſh it, the Promiſes 'of God, . Joy | ih the believing, 
unſpeakable and full of Glory ; Bread that will fatishe, yet 
never fatiate ; but the more we feed upon him, the greater 
& our plenty, and the better our ſtomach. | 


o 


To conclude then the whole conſideratioti of this Peti- 
tom When ; 1 pray for my daily Bread, my Soul doth or 
tholild run info ſuch thoughss as theſe: 'O Lord,thou did'ft 
*2-firſt freely give me my Being; I could not deſerve it 
*#hen I was.not: The ſame Tile thar'l have ro my. Be- 
*:ng,...] have to my. Preſervation, and Support. of my Be- 
* ng; it is ſtill free gift, and therfore | come ro thee fof 
* wy Bread upon go'other terms,than as a-paar Begger to's 
Þ Os * trio{t 
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* moſt Bountiful Lord. And becauſe: thou haft coin. 
© ed+ me.'to-cafſt:my-care upon-ithee; therefore 1 fork 

* Bread of thee for-this day, which thou haft hikenal 
me; [| deſire to truſt thee with wy prot 0m and tk 
© happinels that my Portion is not in my-own hands, 

*.in thine. Give therefore, 1 pray: thee, '-Bread'fort 
* day, and wheri to morrowicomes, I will beg: Brea 
*.rhee for to morrow; and if thou yiveſt me this dyy'fiy. 
** plirs beyond the expenece of this day, will uſe ir "a 
* fully, and nevertheleſs depending}y; fot 1 will ww 
*-my Petition for my daily Bread, ft:H.' Ir is thy Blefſ 

* that gives my Bread power to/ nouriſh me. ' Anditly 
+ which is Bread to-day, and fafficient for to-morrow, ty 
©:wichour 'the Bleſfing -upon it, like -the- IFaclices May 
* na; kept beyond thy- Command; be Worms to monoy! 
© Arid' becauſe thow haſt'pramiſed, thar verily I ſhall 
"fed, Pſaby 37. 3- Upan that promiſe of thine I beg fold 
< and” cloathing convenient for me: » If *thou ' giveſt'm: 


*% 30 more, or-not ſo much, give-me-Contenced neſs, "an. 


3 T hankfulneſs; and*'if rhou piveſt 'me'more, give me 
<* Thankfulneſs for" it, 'Sobriery inthe uſe of it, and Libk 
* rality in the diſpenſing of it. In giving me bur enough, 
*'} am Steward for'my felf; and in giving me more than 
* Enough, 1 am but ' a Steward of that abundance fir 
others. But above all, "Ever give me of the Bread 
* Life, *thar whileſt my Body is fed,**my Soul may not by 
& ſtarved, either for want of that Everlaſting Bread, or for 
« wait of ar appetite to it. IE | 
And forgive us our Debts, Matth. 6. 
' Our Sins, Luk. 11. | 


_ Si. We are all under the guilt of Sin. /No man live 
an& fins-not,' Eccleſ. 7. 20. If we fay we bave no fin, we'de- 
cevve'oitr Jelves, 1 John 7. 8. God made man Righteous at firſt, 
and yas him a Righteous Law, and in as nach as Man "owed 
*" infinire Jubjetion to-the Author of his Being, he owed a 
Exad-Qbdicnes 26 the Law of his Maker: ya-Rnyy 
7297+ 1 they box A pleaſe 
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in;. and ſo it was but Reafezeble and Fuft for him to: Gon- 
2 for all his Poſterity. And as it was juſt- in reſpect of 
the Perſon contraRing, {> it was jult in reſpe$t, of the Man- 
we of the Contraft; the Law that was. his cqvenant was a 
af and righteous Law, a. Law ſuitable to the indowments 
d power of his. Nature; Again, the Blefſedneſfs, which by 
3 Obedience be. was to hold, was nor of his own creating 
meobraining ; it; was the free gift of God, and it is bur 
mlanable that the Lord of this gift might give it in whar 
manner he pleaſed; and it could not be unjuſt that the 
Lad, that gave bim this Bleſſedneſs, ſhould give it him un- 
der what Conditions he pleaſed : but he gave ic him under 
poſt reaſonable and juſt Conditions, wiz. an Obedience ta 
2 moſt juſt and reaſonable Law, which ſuited with: the abi- 
ley and perfettion of his Nature; and therefore when, 
on the breach of Covenant by Man, he withdrew that 
Eednck from him. and his poſterity, he did no more 
then what was moſt juſt for him ta dae.. And thus we 
ſand Guilty of that Sin which our fr, Father committed, 
nd are deprived. of that Blefledneſs and, Lite which our firſt 
Father had ; and the Privation of that, Bleflednefs and Im- 
4 mortality is Death ; .Rom. 5. 12. By ene Man ſin entred into 
; BN the H/orld, and death by Sin; and. Verl. 29. By ove Man's diſs 
q oudience mazy were. made Sinyers, 1 Cor. I 5.42, br Adamall 
3 | +; And by this Sin. of Adas «ll were made Simere, by thele 
uy Li hand ins og 1d nottiowel cb 
" | 4D). «Guat, partigipagion. of this dilobedience ; for,we 
vere.thea in him; but that is fiot all, for upon that reaſon 
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Law;*Rom. 5. 34 But: in all that Were partakers of dew 
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every Man ſhould ſtand guilty of all the Sins committed 
any of his Progenitors Re Adam, which ſeems hotty's 
pree with the profeſſion of Almighty God, Ezek. 1847, 
"The Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the Father. Barth 
eaſe is not alike ; for Adam was created in integrity and 
perfeRion, in ' an ability re perform the Law, Woe 
= fit perſon to ſtipulate for his poſtefity." z: And as he's 
a perſon ſo qualited, fo the Covenant was made betway 
God end him, both for him, and his Poſterity ; And; 1; 
we ſuffer in the penalty of his Diſobedierfce, ſo we had's: 
joyed' the beniebt of his Obedience ; © we' had come! thy 
the-World' with the fame Liberty of Will, and Integyit, 
and Perfection of Nature that he had: Bur all Fs. 
wanting in any other Perſon in the World: 1. A deft 
of Nature is gone over all, that none*is fit to ſtipulate fie 
himſelf and his Poſterity': 2. No ſuch contract hath beetiy 
any time'made between God and any other Man. © 
2. By a neceſſary Conſequence ; for God having Juſtly with 
drawn from Man his Bleſſedneſs and Perfetion ; and 
having corrupted and imbaſed his Nature, 'we by propap: 
tion from him' derive a corrupted, depraved Nature 
of irmpotcnce, and rebellion, and diſorder; Job'1 4. 4. Wh 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? God was leaſed" 
communicate ro Man-a Being in the Effence of a Man; 
and to communicate unto him a degree of Purity, Immer- 
raliry, Wiſdom, and PerfeQion, beyond the compaſs of hi 
Natural 'Subfiitence : but this latter was 'communicated to 
him under a Covenant, which when he broke he loſt, and 
not only loſt *that,”bur''even ſtained, and corrupted, and in- 
baſed that very -Being, that after he had finned, he retained, 
And this is the o/d Man corrupt, acccrding to the deceivable 
Luſts, Epheſ. 4;."22.' A body of death, Rom. 7. 2.4. And this 
Depravation of outtNature was followed with the contint 
al-Corruptions and at-laſt with*the Diffolution of Nature: 
atid that not ofily iti thdſe whio had*finned after the fimilitude 
of 4dam's tranſgreſhon, by an aCtual breach of an expreſs 


corrupted 
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viphed Nature, even Tafants ; and fo Death paſſed over 


c 'S o$ir" 
tk nds thys we partake of Original Sin as well by being 
of. ally aCtors 'in' it, as alſo by' derivation 'of a corrupted 
Fg Neture;" fo this corruption of our Nature produced inall 
ow 01 Lives continued-and renewed Afual Sins, the concep- 
Wi oP Luſts, Famer 1.1 5: And theſe Afual Sins, accordirig 
ot *difference' of 'thoſe - Commands of God, which are 
: "y alazed, are cirher Sins'of Omittion, or of Conmillion : and 
J *come- under 'the” extent of this Petition, by the name 


of: Sins or Trefpaſles; Luke '1 1. by the 'Natne of Debts, 


th Kitth,6. For we owe unto God Duty and Obedience, an 
fa ery Violation 'of that Duty leaves us ſo rauch indebted 
EL (God : theleaſt of which is impoſſible. ro be paid when 


ice! ificurred ; | becauſt it" is impoſſible for us ro make that 
gat. to have been,” which hath already been, and impoſſible 
firusby all our fiture Obedience, (were it as exact as the 
wilt of God requyys) to expiate a Sin ;paſt ; for {tilt that 
perfect+ Obedience" is no more than 'we owe'; we have 
in-bur don&our duty and are but unprofitable Servants ; 
burif it © were poſſible to think that one : att of 'perfet 
Abedichice. to God would” expiate for any Sin paſt, yet 
fit is the Corry zon of our Nature, that 'not one ſuch at&t 
citi'be found : there is in-our beſt attions'a mixture' and 
gdherence'of ſore defefts or other } that makes it become 
the ſubject (till of this Petition, that which needs Mercy, 
Pardon, and therefore cannot contain Merit to deſerve. 
So then all are-concluded under Sin, Gal. 3. 22. atid con- 
quently under guilt, the effeft of Sin ; conſequently un- 
der death, and 2 curſe, the wages of 'Sin.” And this Sin, 
Guilr and Curſe is ſo cloſely bound to every one of Adam's 
poſterity; that there - is 'no poſſbiliry in the beſt of thern to 
deliver themſelves from' it : therefore, O Lord, teach us to 


prey. 
© Save Forgive us. 

- Forgiveneſs is an aft of Free Grace, whereby our offend- 
& God freely, and without any Merit of ours, remits the 
Oo'3 Sin, 
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22: Meditations, npon the Lord's Prayer, 
Sin, the Guikt and Puniſhment ; the P ET >nded is | 


only that can forgive: the rule was true, though 


condition is moſt Mikrable, not becauſe-.our Mikery, & 
ſerves his pity: Ezekiel 16.. 6....1 ſaid, awito.thee, when thay 
waſt in thy Blood, Live: Tea, 1 ſaid wto thee, mhen thou wal 
in thy Blood, Live.. This Forgiveneſs is paige 3 Mag, 
that was infinitely bound to Love and. Obey the Auth 
of his Being, moſt ungratefully and unneceflarily- Singed 
againſt him,.and thereby deſervedly jacurred the Everlaſtir 
Curſe of the moſt. Juſt and True God, and forfeited hy 
Being: yet, though Man had. deſtroyed. himfelf,, Almigh 
ty God, of his own free Will and without any other Myy 
tive, and by his own Infinite Wiſdom, contrived a wap, 
whereby his moſt exact 'Truth and Juſtice might. be fats 
fied, and yet his creature faved, and his Mercy and Good: 
ne's might be infinitely evidenced unto Men and Angels: By 
an-Everlaſting Coyenant. between the.Father, and the'Som, 
the Son he muſt aſſume our Nature, and offer it up. as-Ong 
Sacrihce for Sin for ever, Heb. 10. 12. This was that Mi 
ſtery hid from Ages and Generations ; the. Miſtery that the 
Angels deſire to look into, 1 Per. 1. 12. The Great Miltes 
ry of Godlineſs, God manifeſted. in; the Fleſh, 1. Tim. 3. 16 
The great End of the. Creation of Man. And by thisS4- 
xrifice thus freely given by our offended Lord, we hays 

| Redemption, 
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4rid =: Jelly boghirth the Son, & with abuts 
nb ard" Grate, prodaimed and tehdred ucito 
Min the Wofld tHhar will bir cone it, and eriter in- 
gOofttant with God in Chriſt, 'Ferem. '31. 24 T oil 
ive thevr Iniquity, "and will rerhbtbes their Sin no more. And 
thouph this one Sacrifice of Chriſt, offered up- Fice for 
1/4 full Farisfation for all the Siny'of his Bled; tothe 
AdvE the World, yet the fame eremal Contrudt: that 
def, did IKewiſe t certain Means atually to ap- 
$#;" 2hid rhake i effeftoal to us, of Faith to lay hold up- 
Wit," And ity 4s mich as, notwithſtanding our giving up 
Rines to 'Chrift; many renewed daily fins are com- 
te#by us, out Fofd teacheth'to-refort daily to this Sa- 
tifes; this Magazine 'of Mercy, this Fountain opened to 
WYfor Sin and for Hiceant thence to fc new 
"row of this one Sacrihce of 'onr renewed Offence, 

our Pardon a as often as we beg our Bread. 


oe, 
iT: _ have the true Origmidl of Engiveneſs, the Free' 
Eve of God, which 'gave Chrift as the Sacrizce for Sin, 
d that Sacrifice as the price of our Pardon : So 
« loved the VV/+HHd, that be gave his only begotten Son, that 
hoſocver believed! 1” hm fhonld not periſh, but have ever- 
Wing Life, John 9. 18. 
2. We have the Meritorious Carſe of it, that Sacrifice of 
a whereby Pardon is imperrated for as many as lay 


upon it 
#3.” The AQ, whick that Eternal Counſel appointed to 
I Rthe Meant of the afinal Application of it to the Soul, re- 
. I ctiving of the Pardon thus offered. To as many as received 
Wh, to them, &c. John 1. 12. For as we live, and move, 
#d haye our Being by God, and his Will, and Providence; 
the” ſame Will of his hath appointed the means, where- 
F thar Will of his isaccompliſhed, our daily Bread, and 
the ufe of it : So, although from God, we have our Par- 
Oo 4 don, 
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224 Meditations. upon the.Lord's Prayer. 
don,. yet the ſame Will of his- hath/ appointed Faith 
Chriſt, to-be.the inſtrument of an Aftual or Effedtuly 
plication of it ; and the Efficacy of Faith, as an. inſleun 
for that purpoſe, depends likewiſe, upan, the fame\Will, 
God," which hath ſa appointed. . When the I5aclicey,way 
bitten with fiery Serpents in the: Wilderneſs, . God.com, 
manded- Mgſes to erect a. brazen. Serpent for. their. Cup 
Numbers 21, 8. .//But; although the Divine Will had @, 
nexed a power of healing unto that Serpent inſtrumgnt, 
ly, yer the fame Will appointed the aCtual - application 
that Power, to the looking upon that Serpent: Every.m 
that is bitten, when be looketh upon it ſhall live : So thoughly 
the Eternal Will of God, a. Pardon is obtained by, th 
Death of Chriſt, yet the. ſame Will of:.his hath appoint 
Faith in Chriſt, the means of receiving of that Parday, 
and. yet this very. means is nat in our.own power, but nx 
the Gift of God; Fobn 6, 44» No Mau cau come unto, 
except the Father draw bim. © w.” 
4 The renewed Exerciſe of that Af, upon occaſions 

Sin committed or renewed. Prayer for Pardon, whichy 
it doth moſt naturally flow from the ſenſe of Sin, and of x 
Pardon impetrated by Chriſt, ſo by the: Divine Inftituting, 
it is required-to apply that Pardan..a&tually to the Soul; 
and it is a high Mercy of God ta grant it for the asking; 
and an Argument of a Proud unbelieving Heart, to ta 
to have it without: and whenſoeyer the Spirit and thy 
Word of God, hath, wrought in a Man a belicf of, anda 
the Sacrifice af Chriſt, the fame Spirit doth work in the 
Heart a deſire of ir, which is nothing elſe but the Prayg 
. of the Mind ; for it maketh intercefhon_ according to the 
Will of God, Rep. 8, 27, And herein we therefore'ls 
- 8a things ; | 
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I. Our Duty, Our Sins are many, and daily, even after 
we have given up our Names to Chriſt. If we ſay we han 
no Sin, we degeive our ſelves, 1 John 1. 8. And though 
meritorouſly Chriſt hath farisfied for thoſe very vins, y 
we are tq haye gften recgurle to. this Sacrifice, ferch our 

| Cure 


I = _» IX OR” TRY RIS «1 


Meditations upon the. Lord's Prayer. ang 


and ovr.cleanſing, ja the, actual:application of this 
miiceunto us. Had a Man beet bitten by's beryoempene 
emight look upon the brazen Serpent and. live,; and had 
een bitten again, be rault haye looked again, or elſe he 
al died-: it is 10 with us, only here. is. the odds 3 the Man 
that:had been once cured, if. bitten again, might perchance, 
wthave looked again upon the Serpent, and fo haye- died: 
bytie.is otherwiſe here the ſame. Principle of Life, thaz 
tiling. Seed,..1 Fobn, 3. 8, that. did-.at frlt make hing, to 
& and ſuc to Chriſt for his firſt aftual Pardon, will aker 
+hll, a renewed. Sin, ſend, the Soul: to. this Fountain, fara 
wif.act of application, af that cleagſing and 'pardoning:. 
£.cannot commit.Sin, that 1s, lye in. it,, without recourſe 
p God for. Pardan, becauſe . his , Seed abideth: jn hin 
14+ Our Priviledge. If any Man, Sin, We. have. an;Adyo- 
ale, 7 Fol. 2.., Lan, Advocate., that khgws the mind-of 
ax judge, apd ,our. of that knowledge, bath. tauphs, us;.as 
aken-as; we beg our, Bread, to;beg our. Pardon, and, that, 
wh aſſurance that.we ſhall be heard, if. we do it:in Fauh. 
ad Sincerity,; x John. 1. 9., He is Faithful and Fuſt ro. for- 
pe... It is the Proclamation of. his Name, Exod. 34. 7. 
wwving Iniquity, | Tranſgreſſion, and.Sin,..' It:-15; his Promiſe, 
ſn. 31- 34- Jere.33. $: 1 will forgive. their  Iniquityg.. aud 
| their , Sin no more : Even to: 4. ;revalting and back- 
ſidmg Creature, upon true Repentance : . Iſaiah. 56. .7- 
Lit the wicked forſake his way, and; the  unrighteous- Man. his 
thoughts, and let. him return unto the Lord, and he will: bave mer- 
9. upon. him ;,1and co, our God, for he will abundantly, pardon, 
Jr.'3. 12. Return thou back:ſliding Iſrael, and I will noti cauſe 
nave anger to fall upon you 5 for I am. merciful ſaith the Lord, 
aud will not keep Anger for ever , only acknowledge thine Iniquity, 
-briſt came into the World to reſtore in Man the : loſt 
Image of God, And when Peter asked him, Matth: 2 8, 21. 
Haw oft ſpall. my Bother ſin againſt me,.: and I forgive him, \till 
ſeven times ? Feſug ſaid unto him,: I ſay not unto thee, till ſeven 
finer, bug till ſeuenty times ſeven times. And ſurely that Mercy, 
| that 
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that Chrift required ina poor mortal Aan, is mfinktdy . 


ler ia'the merciful God, who delights in Mereyund' 
| 2prrned Only remember, ' hes 27 "I 


1p! To take heed of Preſarnptuous Sims, tt ? 


_ againſt - knowkedpe, and apainft convittivns, 
fitiont of Pardon, Deur,” 9. 19.” That fhath 
GRP bir brart; /ijug,” T ſhall have yeate, chigh Toi 
the Imagination of wy "The Lott wilt wot ſpare 
Theſe, though: they” cannot: exceed the Mer o Got 
Pardon them, 'they trarly times (hit arid feal up the 
againſt Pardon, har#ning' rhe heart'to'# great difficgh 
not a finat-impoſſibility of Repenratce? andy char trek 
the Soul & difiblet with any corfortable ground of ah 
rance to beg rhe withour the great ercy of Go © 
ſoften that heart a "0 
2: Make'a brett and feriots Examistion of thyy 
Aftions; meafare them'by the Rule of the Word of 
and find our' thar* actin thing, whitiſbiver ir be, hat 
difpleafmg to 'him;' "that, as much! ay" may be, thi 
may'|t diftin®tly, and With reference to'"particular fi 
faults, or failings, pray vyer this Petition.” There b 1 
day, but by a wary” obſervation, thou wilt nor onl 
general indiftmct diſter which is to be the fubj 
this requelt ;/ but particular, "ſpecial, eminent Fvits, that & 
ferve a particular Ffleftion upon thern, in the repetitions 
this Peirion. Let us ſearch and try bir ways, and turn ad 
- Lordon' God: And" to this end, 
3. Endeavour” to keep thy Conſcience always Wakehd, 
Vigitant, Tender ; be content ro liften ro her Chidings; 
the ſeldom quarrels without a cauſe : but ſtipprefing, chedk- 
OS, ,and ſtifling the language of Conſcience, makes her z 
latt - either fallen, or fenfleſs, or outragious. A vighatt 
_ Conſcience will prevent thee from many ins : but it it 
not; it will tell thee of them, and bring thee upvn rhy kneel, 
and - make this Petition ſeaſonable, and''2 Pardon: port 


-, 


thereupon acceptable and- comforrable, For' how cat thit 
Man, with any ſenfe b>g Pardon for a fin, when he ſcare 


{ind 
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any ? This Petition * defi 


wed ur 'bir carey, and coy, ad ity, by fat 


«« Give: God the Slonearaf his ſaftice; even when thou 

dr forthe bene of his Mercy, in aygrevarions rv thy fins 

phe due height; in owning damaation and utter t 

heguit reward of every fin, humble thy Soul tray and 
only for ir, \ This will enake thy Prayer carrieſt; and thy 
wdda-dear ;©- ir} gives to God the: Hotiout of his Teticn 
ad the Glory of his Mercy, which is'all' the' Tributethon 

pay umo: him for his free Goodneſs, in giving thee 
that | without which thou wett eternally bolt. 

\5; Give thy Mediator: the Honour-and End of thy Rel 
lion. : 'Tby' Saviour 'dicd, it-is true, to obtain thy Part 
km, Bur wile thou continue in ſin, that Grace may #>uimd'3 
khrthow may bo pardons oned?-andrrenew thy ſins, that 
Gol may renew his Pardon? God forbid; © Thou" dbR, 58 
mickas:n ther lyeth, difippoint the End of Chrilt's Death, 
Ws therefore” died; that he might redeem unto hanfelf 4 
emlive People, zealous of Good Works. Ler the bepping 


liby Pardon, bs. ever-xccompanied with/a reſolurion nut 


apa / ortierwiſe God, rhae {bes thy heart; Jooks 
qa 'of Purdonzas a higlicr and more 

x fn fin, than that which thou ſeneſt” to 'beg 

iveneſs of. 

6. yn the diſcovery of any nk Sin, which i in! 

manner concerns thee, beware of theſe thin 2 

{ Sleeping'in it,” without recovrſe to God for Pardon 
Tl or {lipping over-it in the Prayer withour a particu: 
kr Animadyerſion-uper it, Be content to. open this' Sore; 
telonger it is kept-covered, the: worſe it is. Thou may(} 
ow that every {111 Þ-written before God with a point of 
Damond; and though thou art contented to forgive it, 'or 
Wincurſion of time to wear out the -renzembrance, "or at - 
laſt the horror, of it; yet it is written, and thou 1halr'be 
ke to hear of it, and the longer it continues, the hirder 
ly -heqrt” grows; and the deeper doth the Canker and 


Stain 
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Stain of that Sin, work and fpread-into. thy: Soul; ; 
more. difficulty. is | 'thy Pardon. obtained, and yerh 


earneſtſy ſought. It is a ſecret Curſe in thy ey | Y 


makes all thy. Services to God unacteptable and unſiy 
and who can tell when the Decree may:come out; MW 


this Sin will ripen into an eminent Judgment ? Therghy Mer 


clear thy account with God-betimes ; let not. the pully/oh 


Sin lye long upon. thy Conſcience, but make thy Pearty neo 
times ; ſuc out, thy. Pardon ſpeedily. - Thou knoweby io 


what a day:may bring forth, F 
2. Yet after Sin freſhly committed, fall not preſeal 


beg thy Pardon, till thou haſt humbled .thy Heart; wlh 


put it iito a. fit: frame to. come into-the preſence of Go 
till thou haſt got. a ſenſe that is-an evil thing, and a-bins 


to. . from him; till thou haſt crept to thy Savin p 


Feet Ir: his Blood to waſh thee, and for his, Righteouſgs 
to coyer.thee, and: for his Mediation to. bring thee,. ole 
wile a defiled, polluted Creature, into his Father's prefag 
under þis Patronage: 3 till thou haſt mourned over} 
whom thou haſt pjerced; and been-aſhamed before hin 
thy miſcarriage ; and ated thy Faith upon his Ai 
ent ſatisfaCtion ; till thou haſt taken-up- Reſolutions: 
ture amendment : and then in the. Name and Mediatione 
thy Saviour, fall upon thy knees, ant beg thy: Pardon," | 
As we forgive our Debtors, Luke. 2, 30a or We forgi 
Qgur: Debtor S, TY ; 11... 
_ Here we Learn, | 
.. 2. That it. is our Duty to forgive others, Mankal 
21,22. Upon- their repentance, Luke 17: 4- If hep 
pe. againft thee ſeven times in @ days; aud ſeven timii 1 
4 day, turn to: thee, ſaying, I repent ;--thou ſhalt foi 
him : , and that upon . theſe Conſiderations : 1. From: 
conformity that is, , or ſhould bey/..in'our Natureg4 
the Nature of God: he is ſlow- to anger, and of Grat 
Mercy, Pfalm 145. 8. Who # a God like unto thee, thi 
pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth by rhe tranſgreſſions of the 1s 
want of by keritage? He retaineth not bis anger for ever, 
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Bah be elighterb, in Mercy, Micah 7, 18. And Chriſt co- 
Yo to renew the broken Irnage of God in Man, and to 
"8 ew him aftet the Image of him that created him, doth 


aloyn. and. imprint this part of the Divine Image , Luke 
ll 6.26. Be je merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful. Aa 
ercy in the Heart is that excellent Habit, from whence 
rgiveneſs proceeds. And hence it is, that where the Spi- 
| of Chrilt comes, it aſſimilates the Nature to that diſpo- 
hon, Gal. 5. 2-2.+ The fruit of the Spirit # Long-ſuffering, Gen- 
meſs, Meekneſs. 2. From that great Commadmer.t &- 
+ Bpjncd by God in the Moral Law, Thou ſhalt love thy Nigh- 
"Bl kr  chy ſelf. And much more inforced under the New 
BP [1 t, even to the Love of our very Enemies, Matth. 
$44. I [ay unto you, Love your Enemies,and conſequently for- 
we your Enemies, for Love is that affeCtion that. produ- 
#h Pardon, and this. injunQtion lyes upon us under the 
ime obligation whereby we are bound to love our Bre. 
ire.; for the Love'we owe to God is that grand Obli- 
gion that binds to whatſoever he commands, John 144, 15. 
Fe Love me, keep my commandments; Therefore if ye love 
me; love and pity, and pardon” your Enemies. *3, From 
it. great Equity and Reaſon, the proportion of God's 
if faling with us, Matth. 18. 2.2. 1Ifogave thee all chat debe 
1... frcauſe thou deſired'ſt me; ſhouldeft not thou alſo have had compaſ- 
A fon on thy fellow ſervant, , even as I had pity on thee? Cololl. 3. 
v7 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, even as 
brit forgave you. It God ſhould wy ned obedience to any 
ommand, though I faw no reaſon for it, yer the Love of 
God would conſtrain me to reafon thus ; "Though I ſee 
ho reaſon of this Command, yer when I conſider who it is 
that commands it, even the Infinite and Merciful God to 
whom I owe my ſelf and all I hope for, I ſee reaſon enough 


#* for-me to obey, though I ſee not the: reaſon why God 


ſhould command. But in tbis injundtion of Forgiving my 
Enemy, 1 ſee a moſt juſt and proportionable reaſon of my 
| Obedience: 1] owed unto God a moſt Infinite Love and 
Obedience to the uttermoſt poſſibility of my Being, for Fon 
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him t had it; and "when I broke that Allegiance, towl 
unto hit an irs Deke of Guilr eee 
with this guilt1 likewiſe. contrafted an innate enmity apa 
that"Ggd, to wham I owed fo vaſt a.debt'of Duty ane 
Guilr:” this very. God freely, without my ſeeking, wi 
T hared him, ferit me.his Son with a free Pardon of all 
Tnknite Guilt, and commanded me to ſhew Mercy toy 
offending Brother : the offence that I committed "wy 
agaioft an Infinite Obligation of the creature to his Creay 
rhe offence that my Brother commits as againſt me, x q 


Iy-apaioft ſome. petty relation; we are otherwiſe hy 
equals, © God freely forgave me, when there was nothjj 
ro-enjoyi, or in force, or deſerve, or ſo much as to ſeeky, 
and is it not reaſogable that 7 ſhauld ea my Brothg, 
that it-may be ſeeks my Pardon? bur. if he doth nat, ay 
common Lord and Maſter yay K-; * "A 

2. Conſequently ypon the former, 'the not. obſerving 
this Duty, doth moſt Juſtly and Reaſonably deſcrve'that 
ſhould not be heard in this Petition. If I can fo boldly af 
unthankfully encounter a Command of God ſtanding upay 
ſuch juſt and reaſonable grounds, With what face can la- 
peR a Pardon from him at my requeſt, when I refuſe y 
Pardon my Brother at his command ? V 
' .3- Conſequently alſo the Pardon'of my Brother is 


Meritorious Cauſe for God to Pardon me: the Breach of 


ity Command is a Meritorious Cauſe of Puniſhment; but 
the Obſervation of one,Dury cannot deſerve the Pardond 
the Violation of another; God requires me to forgive mp 
Brother, and when I have done fo, I have done but my Dy- 


ty, and do not deſerve my Pardon, and therefore when [ 


fay, forgive me, for I forgave others, 1 make not the Par 


. dot] ask, the wages for the Pardon I gave; for as ny 


Brother's Offence againſt me, holds not proportion with my 
Offence againſt God ; fo neither doth my Pardan of hin 
bold proportion with God's Pardon to me, , 


- 


Nor Oni is my,Pardon of others the meaſurs 


of Hat Pardon g of God ; The Offences committed by 


mf 
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© Y agBtother upuinſt me arc not it truth ſo much Offences 
unimince apainſt' moe, as 2painſt God; for it is therefore 
lury t6-me;becauſe done againſt that Law that'he hith 
Fn __ ed berween him and me;-and fo though I am cort- 
med, yer iy 'the: Foundation of my concernment, is this 
that God hath fer between hint and me ; and were it 
— Ml palible' to: fappeſe no fuch Law; it were impoſſible to con- 
"ov; Edive any 16jury'(to'be done from one Man to another.” So 
i this-my-Pardon- of him is but of ſlender concernment of 
— Egown; the chiefeft lntereſt - is "God's. Again, My Of. 
a apainſt God is againſt an Infaire Obligation, 'and a+ 
ian Infinite Perſon; but my Brother's Offence againſt 
lagi relates. to me; is bur of finite Relation or Oblipatt 
n/and againſt -a finire-Perfon'; 'and therefore rhe aidefos 
ar {te thing forgiven by me is too Thort and too narrow ro 
"2 Y& ant fuir with. that whereof 1'beg'my Pardon.” Again, 
- of MHy Pardon to my Brother is with a great deal of Corrup- 
Z Bertie, iPlige; Grudging, Averſeneſs, 75 4A 
ar} lations, ſecrer Rifings of my Heart againſt him : O! Bur 


wo Bice Pardon will-not ſerve my turn'; I beg a Pardon at 
- Hite Hands of 'the God of Mercy and Perfetion, a'full, a 


Bet Pardon.” Meaſure not out, O Lord, thy Pardoti to 'me 


" Yatwrdine to my Pardon to my Brother, the thing T Parabrs holds 


0 0% froportion with the Offence which I have committed againſ# 


of Bike +635 is but a finite Offence againſt me, a finite Crearnve ; 


* aw is an infinige Offence againſt an infinite Obligation, and a- 


of Be an 7nfimice God + the Pardim that T give, ir mingled with 
 Bragedreſf, with Revenge, with remembrance of the thing I for- 


Wi 5 bur che "Pardon I beg of thee, is an abundant Pardon, 
i | Bifaho5. 7.1 4 Blatting out, and an everlaſting forgetting of 
or Sins, Tfaiah 4.3. 25. Such a Pardon as leaves not behind 
w the tmBirre of my former Guile; that though my Sins were as 
y Belt; they may be as white as Snow, Iſaiah 1: 18. Bur, 

| ( "F. *Forgive us, for we fo rgive. By our Union with 


Chrift, we partake of "his Privitedge of -Being the Sons of 
Bod; fo that as a Father kath tenderneſs towards his-Child, 
ad. is apt and ready, upon his ſubmiſſion, to Pardon him, 
BR 1 | {o 
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G.there is the ſame, and a far greater readincſs. in hin 
Les 


K's) 
KY 


* Father looks upon. his. Child, - and wilt be more ready ty 
<& forgive me than I can be to ask it; I find thy Son, wy 
& Merciful, and ready to forgive, even his Enemies; ml 
&* | thank thy. good Grace, I find in my ſelf the ſame mixl 
i that my Saviour bore, a mind ready to. forgive the 
« juries that were offered him ; and this diſpolition [ ha 
&© not from my. ſelf, nor my own Spirit, for that Spill 
* luſteth after Envy.; but ſurely it comes.from that mtifi *' 
«and gentle Spirit that is in thy Son, and upon this I. &ff * 
&© believe 1 am in ſome meafure united to him ; -and as I 
& partake of his Spirit, ſo 1 doubt not but I partake of git 
& relation of his, even the relation of a Son unto thee, ;au 
« 11 that relation, I come beforethee,. and beg thee 3ogu 


y. Sins, afluredly truſting, that thou thax, hal 


* dow» my. 
A, bnondas in: me a,-mind. of Mercy and Forgiveneſs yn 
& others, wilt ſhew. thy ſelf a God of Mercy and Pardi 
{* unto. me. -. | is 


go x _- - . 
4 


6, Forgi 
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6. Forgive us, for we forgive: © I is true, our Par- 
" M- ers' deſerves not thy Mercy, nor can it make 
Kihee a debtor unto us; but, Bountiful Lord, thou baſt 
®heen pleaſed in Chriſt, in whom! all thy Promiſes are 
*Yea and Amen, by thine own free Promiſe, to engage 
*thy ſelf unto thy Creature, Pfalm 18,-25. That wich 
Withe Merciful thou wile ſhe thy ſelf Merciful. Matth. 5. 7. 
©That the Mertiful ſhall obrain Mercy. Marth. 6. 14. 
*That if we forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, thou wilt for- 
«oive us: and theſe Promiſes of thine, freely and undeſery- 
dy made by thee, I lay before thee, when I beg my Par- 
"don in Feſus Chriſt, thereby to ſtrengthen my Soul, in thy 
®Goodnefs, in the free remiſfion of all my Sins. | 
» To conclude, in this Petition the Soul breaths out ſuch 
Thoughts as thefe : © O Lord; I confeſs before thee Iam a 
«\mful creature ; I have a ſinful and pollured Nature, a 
"Body of fin and Death; and this finful Nature ſends 
#*frth through all my Thoughrs, W ors and Adions, 
©foul and filthy Streams in every nt of my Life ; 
*:nd if thon ſbouldeſt paſs by all the fins of my Nature 
*2nd Life nnto this day, and ſhouldeſt call me to an ac- 
cout for my Errors ſince I laſt begged my . Pardon, 
%there were” guilt- enouth left to'preſs me down to the 
$loweſt Hell; And this guilt of the leaſt of any of my 
*{ins, as it is more than 1 am able to anſwer, fo it is more 
than 1 am able to expiate; there is no eſcaping but by thy 
®ftee Pardon, and that Pardon I beg of thee in the Name 
"and Rigtiteouſneſs and Promiſe of thy Son, who knew all 
*ty Mind,and taught me to ſeek my Pardon as often as to 
*Fek my daily Bread. And in confidence only of that 
*free'Mercy of thine, I beſeech thee Pardon me: and as 1 
beg the-Pardon of my fins in general, fo in ſpecial I beg 
*the Pardon of thoſe Sins, which 1 committed ſince thy 
*laſt att of remiſſion granted, and manifeſted, and ratified 
unto tht : rhis or that negle& of my Duty to thee or my 
Neighbour ; this or that ſinful,. proud, unclean,” vai 
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© Thought, which. hath ſtained my Soul,. and prieved: 
< Spirit, -and. polluted or weakned my Conſcience ; this 
* that uncharitable, or malicious, - or unſcemly or wa 
& Word; this or that unjuſt or unbecoming, or unchuillia 
© or ungodly Action ;, every one of theſe leaves a ſpat n 
& my Soul, which nothing but the Blood of Chriſt, an 
* thy Free Grace can take away; It leaves a Diſcaſe, « 
® Weakneſs, a Wound in: my Soul,, which nothing by 
* thy Free Spirit can. heal and recover. . And though | 
® know that my greateſt mercy to others, cannot me 
& mercy from. thee, becauſe that mercy. is but my duy, 
® and a duty mingled in. the performance of it, with ms 
© ny. of my own imperfeftions which ſtand in need 
& thy mercy to Pardon it, and that little good that is m4 
& is not my own, but the work. of thy Grace,, as free u 
& thy Pardon ; yet. is an evidence! to me, that thou wilt be 
& merciful uata me, in that.thou haſt, contrary to: my ow 
© amature, wrought a -merciful temper. in my Heart: 
& others; the ſame mind. that was in thy Son.; and there 
& fore 1 am. humbly 'confident that thou. haſt given me 
* that Spirit of thy Son,, and conſequently the relation and 

© privilege of a San.;, that, in as-much as thou. haſt gy 
© me a heart. to-pardor.arthers, thow wilt take good. ty 
* Promiſe of Mercy.and. Pardon uato. me., I make mew 
5f tion of my; remilſian. of others, not as, the merit of thy 
< forgiving. of mez, but thereby to ſtrengthen my fait 
%.and ta ley. hold of thy Promiſe made-in and-by thy Say 
5: that if we forgive Men their Offences, thou-wilt a 
forgive us. Arid this I beg, not t» make 'room. for gev 
* Offences, by pardoning: the old; not to. continue in vin 
& that Grace may abound.; but with. a reſolution to forlake 
s my f1ns, as wellas to "confeſs them, -and not turn again 
&© co folly: ſtrengthen me ſo with thy Grace,, that as thou 
5 haſt: now cleanſed my Soul. from my paſt ſins and ſpaty 
* fo I may keep my ſelf from mine Iniquity ; that I may 
* live more to thy Honour; that I may walk with more 
& Vigilance z that I may every day find my Account " 
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nd thy Spc and Grace mare and more effectual in me 
to conform me ta rhe Will and ie of thy Son, in 
L Holices and Bamalcfacs of Mind aod Life : and 
We YT'Þ | 


Lead us not into Temptation, &C. 


'Fhis Perition diredts us to pray for (1.) Preventing 
Mercy: Lead us not into Tempeation. (1) Delivering Mer- 
q3:.4ur. deliver us from Evil. Keep us from falling into Evil ; 
yt if we fall into it, deliver us from it. 

The Former part, wherein is conſiderable, 


11: What is meant by Temptation. 
2. What to lead into 'Temptativn, 


Tunptarioy may. be underffood (1.) for an Aftve Solljcire- 
ts unto Evit of Sin: © this is done either by the Devil : 
thus our Saviour was led by the Spirit into the Wilderneſs, 
tobe tempted of the Devil, . Marth. 4... And therefose 
tes often called the Temprer ; who being a Spit is," 
the. advantage of his Nature, and by the permiſſion of God, 
ae to mingle himſelf with our Souls and Faculties, that 
le;can, zmmcdiarely: follicir unto Evil. Thus he mingled 
kuſelf with the Spirit, of the Prophets of 4bab, and bg- 
ame.2 lying Spirit 1a their Months, 1 Xmps 22.21. Thus 
te mingled himſelf with the Spirit of Jie, tempting him 
w betray Chriſt, Luke 22. 7. with the Spirit of naw, 
Als 5, 3. hy hath Sarum. filed chy Heart 2 Or it is done by 
Eril Men, either by their Counſels, Perſuaſions, or Exam- 
ples: or by our awn corrupt hearts, James 1. 14. Every 
nas. * cempted when be 15 drayn awey of bu earn Lyuſts and en» 
ace Our corrupt and ſinful Fleſh breaths apd evaporates 
mto our Souls thoſe ill and. phy Vapors, which infect, 
md. diſorder,” and ſeduce it from God ; the Law of our 
s bringing us ints Captivity to the-. Law of Sipy 
bm. 7.23. 
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- © 2, For that Objective Tempta tion, or the Ob; CL 
whence feral Temptation ariſeth. And heal 
every Obje& of our ſenſe is a Temptation, ' not that fk 
is any proper aQive motion or ation of the Objett to per. 
ſuade ro Sin, but the corruption of our ſenſual Nah, 
meeting with ſuch an Object, aCts amits upon it, and 6; 
\ Te nated omg to ſin: andeefpecially if the Obpq: 

be ſuch as bears a diſproportion to our enjoyment of it; The 

Beauty of the Apple was a Tertiptation to Eve ; the Wedp! 

of Gold, and the Babyloniſh Garment to Achan; Ws. 
Vineyard-to Ahab ; Bathſheba to David : yet in theſe 
Objects were innocent, and had in themſelves no aftivefl. 
licitation to 'Evil, but becauſe they were. ſeeming]y pol 
yet prohibited, corrupted Nature laid hold upon that ſew 
ing good, and violated the Command.- This taught tl 
Wiſe Man to pray againſt extreams either of Plenty orÞ». 
verty ; becauſe his corrupted Nature was ready to turn 
ther into Tempration': Riches into Arrogance and ae 

- 39 


wa - 
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tion; Poverty into Blaſphemy and Murmuring, Prov 
3. For that aft which is not ordered unto fin, bath 
ſome Experiment 'or Tiyal of the temper or diſpolition thi 
is ina Man; a Temptation of” Fryal. Thus God rempiel 
Abraham, when he commanded him to'offer up his Son; 6 
prove the ſincerity of his Love and Obedience to God: Ga IN | 
22.12, By this I know that thou feareſs God, To the lik R 
purpoſe were-all thoſe difhcult diſpenfations to the Peopled & 7 
Iſrael at the Red Sea, and in the Wilderneſs, that he might Fo 
humble them, and prove them, and to know what was n 
their heart, Dear. 8. 2. And for this end God often ſends 
veral Affii&tions upon thoſe he truly loves, that their Fai 
may þe tryed. And theſe Tryals are called Temptation 
x Pet. 1. 6,7. We are in Heavineſs through manifold Temptats 
ons, that the Tryal of your Faith may be found to praiſe,&c. James 
T; 2. Count it all joy when ye fall into divers Temptations, knw 
ing that the Tryal of your Faith worketh Patience. 
.2. What it is 20 lead into Temptation, and how God maj 
be faid to lead us into them, | | 
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"4, 'Ks to the latter of theſe ſorts of Temprations, they * 


= 


nul i,and do come from God", viz. Thals of Grace, by the 
lng ning and inflicting of Affiitions.” It is a work no way 
bx 


aktoming his Purity and Juſtice ; lr is ordained to {ingu- 
"TM | | | - 


DF 


in 
To his own'Glory. | | 4 
24,” Fo the good of thoſe that he rhus tries ; thereby 
mack ing them to deſpiſe the World ; to adhere unto him ; 
'g*ach out after a better Life ; to live by Faith and nor 
Lot patiently to ſubmit to his hand,'and to wait upon 
Mt for deliverance. 'By this Rehners fre'he confines their 
#6; their carnal confidence, building Tabernacles here, 
{es them to their true home, and gives them a proportion 
ifternal'Comfort and Hope, far more valuable than thar 
Netiporal Comfort which "they want. 
34. As touching Temptation unto Sin. | 
"F, That God rempteth no Man. He that is of purer eyes 
tanto behold iniquity, will never follicit any Maa to thar 
which only he hates: Ir is the great work of God to with- 
Hi Men from fin, and ſurely he will never draw Men in- 
wi: James 1. 13. God" caxnor be tempted with Evil, nejther- 
impreth he any Man. | RY | | 
2. As he doth not aCtively tempt any Man, or move him 
to Evil ; ſo neither doth he infuſe into the Heart or Soul'a' 
Receptiviry of Temptation, he doth nor excite the Heart to 
doſe with any Tempration, or create or ſtir 'up any corrup- 
don in the Heart to rake fre from a Tempration. | 
"And yet in ſome ſort he is faid to lead mto Temptation. 
"1. By withdrawing that Grace of his, whereby we are pre- 
rented from, and defended againſt Temptation; We walk 
= the midſt of Enemies and ſhares: the Prince of the Air 
hath his Inſtruments, that moſt Vigilantly take all opportu- 
nities to draw us into fin, evil Angels and evil Men; And: 
Were there not a Devil or his Inſtruments without us to temper 
tsto Evil, we have an old Man within us, a Fountain, a Sea 
ef Corruption, a'deceitful and wicked Heart, a Body of fn 
ind death, that can with much advantage, 'and doth with 
L;1., | P Pp} much 
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much eaſe, draw us into Sin ; and: the merciful. God tha 
ſeeth theſe ſnares, which the evil ove lays for us in our way, 
though we ice them not ſends out his own Grace and Spin, 
and ſometimes removes the. ſnare aut of our way, ſome; 
lead us . another way that we miſs the ſnare: he ore. 
rules and reſtrains this raging Sea of gur own Corruption 
and, as our Saviour did to the Winds and Seas, coramang 
them, Peace and be ſtill: he doth/by the ſame Spirit ſtrmg. 
then and enable our hearts, to reſiſt, and oppoſe, and ſubdy 
thoſe Temptations that riſe from within,' and come frog 
without. And this Grace of his he owes not to w; lj 
meerly- of his free Mercy, Gen..2.0, 6. For I withbeldrly 
From ſinning againſt me; and yet ſuch is his Goodnck, tha 
he ſeldom withdraws this Grace from us,unlefs we thrult 
away and reject it; and then. he withdraws that Grace of 
his, and that being withdrawn, that cruel and fſubtil Ems 
my of aur Souls falls in upon us, and fubdues vs ; and tha 
Sea of Corruption within us, that hath now no banks ty 
keep it in, breaks in and overwhelms.us. © And thus was thy 
Heart of Phargob hardened by himſelf, Exad. $. 25. And 
yet ſaid to be hardened by God, Exod. 1 o. 3. by withdray. 
ing from him that Grace that ſhould ſoften it. And th 
SubduCtion of the Grace of God| principally reſpects Temp 
rations from aur ſelves. 

2. oy Permiſſion. The Devil and his Inftruments ay 
under the reſtraint of the Power of God, and without a 
Commultion, or at leaſt a Permiſhon, from him, cannor.gQ 
ally execute that evil that is in. their Natures. and Wilk: 
be follicits Zab, by himfetf and his Inftrumenns, to ler go-ts 
Integrity, but this he cannot do, without a Permillion, 56 
1, 12. he ſeduceth Ahab to his deſtruRion; but this he cat 
not do, without a Pernaifſjon, 3 Kings-3.4, 2-3. he- temphs 
David to Preſumption. and -Carnel Conkdence, x Chrer. M 
I. but this he cannot do without a Permiſſion : 2 Som. 34, 
1. he watcheth the opportunicy of God's diſpleaſure agua 
Yrael, and gets leave thereupon 40' temps News to numbir 

the People : and hers we may ke the infnite Widows q 
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in managing that evil, that was in the Devil to tempt, 
| cps; heart to be overcame, to.a moſt juſt and ex- 
llearend; the Puniſhment of the fin of JFae! by Dazid's 
- Here was in the fame action, Malice in the Devil, Cor- 
mption in Devid, yet nothing but Purity and Juſtice in God. 
He never gives the Devil a permiſſion to tempt, that Man 
may thereby {in ; bur be turns that Temptation and that Sin. 
mw a Work either of ſingular Mercy or Juſtice. The De- 
tilcould not have centred into Judas without a permiilion ; 
nor. Fades have betrayed our Lord without a Permillion 
gor the Fews have delivered him up to Judgment without a 
Fermiſlion 3 nor Pilate have judged him withgut a Permif- 
fon, Folm 19. 11, Here was: Malice and the Devil, and 
Treachery in Feds, and Envy in the Fews and Injuſtice in 
Rilee, and Murder in the Souldiers; and yet in God the 
ateſt manifeſtations of his Truth, and Juſtice, and Wiſe 
and Purity, and Mercy, that ever the World did or 
fall fee, While he permits the Initrument to fin, he, nor 
bs aCtion, is in no ſort debled by it, bat manageth that ſin, 
which is none of his, to bring forth the Righteouſnels that 
sanly his, | 
3- He is faid to lead into Temptation, by the Exter 
Dipenſacion of bis Providence ; and that, | 
1. By withdrawing thoſe External Reſtraints from {in ; 
v | fach are the taking away of good Men, good Governours; 
a good Laws. So much Goodneſs as is in theſe, is his own 5 
þ  andhe may juſtly call home what is his. As the reftraning 
: | Grace that he lends to a particular Man is nat due to him, 
$  fotheſe External Reſtraints, they are not due to us ; but 
| i they are the free Mercy and Favour of God; and yet as 
+ 8 inthe former, ſo in this,the removal of them is ſeldom bur 
| | won ſome eminent fin, When Feryſalem had offended againſt 
8 God, he takes from them the Prudent, and -the Ancient, 
| and the Honoruble Man, and the Counſellor, and gives 
them Children to be their Princes. - J/a. 3. 2. when his 
Vineyard brings forth wild Grapes, he takes away the 
Hedge thereot: Ja 5.5. the good Order, and Rule, 
Pp4. | and 
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and Laws among them, When God is angry with a Map; 
or a People, Govyernours of Exemplary Goodneſs are take, 
away, not only from the Evil to come ; but by their bei 
taken away, Evil ſucceeds, evil manners, and then 
Events. 


y propoſing of Obje&s, which, though they have 1 
evil MWthem, nor are they propounded to the end to dray 
Men to Evil ; yet the Evil heart-of. Man takes opportunity 
by them to a&t unto Evil. The Egypeian Inchanters could 
have no more made Blood by their Inchantments without x 
Permiſſion, than they could make Lice; ye 
by that a&t of theirs, Pharaoh's heart was hard. 
ned, Exod. 7.22. Again, when upon the Importunicy of 
Pharaoh , and the Prayer of Moſes, the Plague of Frog 
was removed, it was an att of Mercy in God, yet when 
Pharach ſaw there was reſpite, he hardned his heart, Exw 
8 15. And here appears that Sea of Poyſon that is in 
our heart by Nature, that will corrupt an mnocent Oh. 
ject, as was the Wedge of Gold; a Mercy, was this to 
Pharaoh; nay the very Grace, and Goodneſs, and Patience, 
and Bounty, of God, into a Temptation to Covetouſnels, 
Preſumption, Wantonnefs. 

Now from this Petition we learn our Duty in reference 
unto theſe Temptations : 

T. In reference to ſuch Temptations, which God is 
pleaſed ofrentimes to ſend for Trya/, ſuch as are Afflidions 
and Perſecutions. | 
I; That we are not to ſeek them. Our Saviour teach- 
eth us to pray againſt all Temptations; they are not'm 
themfelves good, bur are turned to good by the Wile and 
Merciful hand of God. | | | 

'2. Thar if we fall into them, to be quiet and conten- 
ted, and to diſcern the hand that hath'led us into them, 
and the end why he did, and ro co-operate ro that end: to 


Exodus $8. 18. 


learn by them Patience under_the Hand of God; Conh- 


| dence in his Grace and Power to ſupport us; (till to hold 
our Integrity ; not to be amazed and difordered,as it ſoms 
REY TEE P 6.4 Do” ſtrange 
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-o#" thing had .befallen us, but reſt, upon. that iſe 
my = faithful and will nor ſuffer _ be —_ 
hive” what we are able, but with the Temptation will 
mike a way to eſcape : 1 Cor. 10. 13. Know that it is he, 
vioſe Will thou haſt before prayed may be done, that 
wth led thee into this Temptation. And by this means 
ty Temptation ſhall be only a Temptation of Tryal, and 
fr thy Advantage; not a Tempration of SeduCtion. 


.. To pray unto ( ki | 
, To prevent owe tes. il for as they are not to be 
. ſo all due means is to be uſed to avoid them. 


x To be delivered out of them. 

3.\To be ſupported in them ; 1. with Patience to bear 
hem; 2. with Grace to improve them to God's End; and 
iGod fay unta thee, as once he did to Paul, My Grace # ſuf. 
faient for thee, it will become an aCt of Heavenly Chymi- 
fry to turn thy Iron into Gold, thy Temptation into Ad- 


2. In reference to Temptations unto ſm, we learn two ſpeci- 
d Duties, Watchfulneſs and Prayer, both joyned togerher 
by our Saviour for this purpoſe, Matth. 26. 4.1. arch 
md pray, that ye enter not into Temptation. 


1: Watch; (1.) That thou benot a Tempter: and 


1. Beware of Tempting God: (for ſuch Tempters there 
hare been:) (rt) By Prefumption and preſumptuous caſting 
our ſelves upon unneceſlary Dangers, March. 4. 6,7. (2.) 
By Murmuring and Diſcontent, Exod. 17. 2. hy cempe 
y.the Lord? Deurt. 6. 16. Pfal. 78. 18. They Tempted God 
in their Heart by asling meat for their Luſts. 

2» Beware of Tempting the Devi ; for ſuch is the Vil- 
kiny of our Nature, that we are ready even to follicit the 
Devil himſelf unto Temptation, by adventuring upon ſe- 
cret and pnwarrantable Arts, unreaſonable Practices, going 
to Witches, uſing Charms, Invocations, or willingly being 
n{uch places where they are uſed;adventuring into unwar- 
rntable Places ar Companies without any juſt or reaſonable 
allpg thereunto, | bas | 3. Beware 


3- Beware of tempting Ochers unto any fin, either byvy 
Perſuafion , or by thy Praftice The former is mare pug 
the latter well near as dangerous ; 1. Totheporemeb 
ing; Marth.18.7. oe be anto the Warld becauſe of of 
2. Unto others, efpecrally when the occaſion is given yy 

ſon in eminence of Place or Reputarion. Perer's diffam, 

10n proves 4 compulſion, Gal. 2. 14. And this extends wi 
only to things &mply eval, but alſa to the pratice of thing 
Tn themſelves indifferent : x Cor. 8. 1 x. Rom. 14. 15.44 
Birey net him with rly meat far whom Chriſt died. The thy 
that to thee is indifferent, and fo eſteemed by thee whea; 
ſhall draw another into the hike practice upon thy Exanyl, 
NY tis Conſcience, becomes an occaſ:on to loſe hi 


4» Beware of tempting Thy fe/f; and this may be das 
divers ways: Rane 
I. By giving way to wandring and vain thoughts, T) 
miſlead the heart, indiſpoſe it for Good, corrupt the wy 
palleſs it with vanity ; as for Example, when a Man vil 
raiſe an imagination to himſelf, that if he had ſuch a degin 
of Wealth, and then what Houſes he would Build, win 
Retinue he would bave, what 'Table he would vha 
Equipage he would have;or fanſie to himſcY,thar if he hal 
fuch a degree of Power, then how he would revenge fad 
an Enemy, how he would honour fach a Friend and the 
like. Suck is the vaniry of our minds that it can, and of 
doth, frame ſuch fimilitudes to ir felt, and upon them beg 
faich follies and vain reſolutions as theſe. 'T'he tempratin 
and fin that ariſeth out of Wealth and Power really enjoyed 
are thoſe very workings of the mind wpon them : #4 
Conhdence, Oftentation , Pride, Revenge, and the like 
Now in theſe Imaginations and vain Thoughts, the Soul 
tempts it ſelf in a double way ; Firſt, he tempts his W- 
derfianding into a Lye and a Falſhood, by putting himiſdl 
mto that imaginary condition in which he is not. 2. tt 
_ himſelf in his Will and AﬀeCions, drawing fran 
very imaginations that he hath thus framed, thok 
verf 
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thy wry; Gave miſchicls, and that very fame parton, if not 
nk Bf (arſe, which bis corrupted Heare would have drawn from 
en f the real- injoyenent of thar very Power or Wealth, which 
he hath imagined himſelt to _ and thereby improverh 
s very ſovagination into a real Tempration, ſtaining, cor- 
et parfoing his mind, and commits adultery with 
by own Imagination. O Jeruſalem, cleanſe rby folf : bow 
ep ſpall vain thoughts lodge within thee? Jer. 4. 1 4- 
[4+ ideneſ5, And from this Idleneſs and want of Imploy- 
neat the Soul runs out either into theſe vain Imaginations, 
whereof before ; or into unprofitable or ſinful reſolutions ; 
1d to; cheſe the Devil joyneth himſelf, and if he finds a 
Mao not buſied in what he ſhauld be, he will-help him to 
lake himſelf in what he ſhould not be: David was walk- 
agareleſly upon his houſe, ſeer, and lufls, and ſins : he 
therefore that allows himſelf ro ldleneſs, thereby tempts 
bimſelf to be tempted by himſelf or by: the Devil. 
-3. Truſting a Mans ſelf roo much unneceflarily with, or 
Places, Companies, or ObjeRts, that carry in them Temp- 
tajons to fin; fuch as are Rude, Impious, or Wantog 
Company, or Converſation; Stage-Plays; Filthy or Wan- 
wo. Songs, Books, Pictures ; Places of Idolatrous Worfhip; 
Preſence at Athciftical, Irreligious Difputes or Diſcourſes ; 
Reading Books. or Diſcourſes againſt the Deity, the Serip- 
tres, Sc. Foſeph declined Converfation with his Adulterous 
Miſtreſs :- Gen. 39. 10. He hearkened nor to her to lye by 
her, or to be with her. And when the Wiſe Man diffuaderh 
hom the practice of diffolute Perſons, he forbids ro walk in | 
the way with them, Prov. 1.15. And not to come nigh the 
Door of her Houſe, Prov. 5. 8, Not to look upon the Wine 
when it gives its colour in the Glaſs. And a Man, that thus 
talts þunſelf with Objects, or companies unneceſlarily, 
tempts himſelf: and ir is a kind of prefumption to expect, 
ad rare to f£nd, that he comes off without ſome Difadvan- 
tage. He that hath taught us to pray that we be not led 
to Temptation, hath given no Promiſe.of Grace to deliver 
wfrom that Temptation ; which, contrary to our Prayer 
md/Duty, we ſeck. | | 2. As 
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2. As we muſt watch over our ſelves, that we tempt ig 
our. ſelves or others, ſo we muſt watch, that we by yg 
tempted; or if tempted, that we be not overtaken: Ay 
for that purpoſe, ' | NieF ul 
1. Watch over thy ways, and fee that the ways thou 64: 
eſt in, be.warrantable ways. Ways that thou haſt a Coy 
miſſion of God to walk-in, the ways of thy Chriſtian Dug, 
the ways that are commended or allowed by the Ward 
God, the ways of thy lawful profeſſion. - If they be fi, 
thou may'{t be confident that he that hath given his / 
charge over thee, to protect thee in all thy ways, will ts 
move out of this way of thine, thoſe Snares that the Deji 
lays for thee, or at leaſt will lead thee beſides them. | [ty 
true the Enemy hath: his "Traps hid as well in our way, 
as out of our ways; but when we are out of our warrants 
ble ways, the very way wherein we are is a ſnare, and 
likewiſe all ſtrewed with ſnares and traps for us; and w 
have no promiſe of direCtion or proteRtion from God in ſuch 
by-ways. Therefore conſider diligently, Am I in a lawki 
way? have I a calling or commiſſion from God or his Worl 4 
to walk in this way, or to be abour this buſineſs? if fo, wd if * 
then I will traſt on him for protection, I am in the greg ry 
King's High-way : -bur if not, then I am in an Eneny; 
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Country. | have not the protetion or promiſe of God,[ 2 
am like to. meet with "Temptations, and to fall under then, W 
] am out of my way, and I know not whither this was = -:. 
driog fire will lead me. And this is the meaning of the W 
wife man, Prov, 4. 2.6: Ponder the way of thy feet, aud let' al FY 
thy ways be eſtabliſhed: "That is, conſider what way thoumn I. 
in, and be ſure it be a right, and found, and warrantable "s 
way. 

2. Labour to have thy comverſarion aud walking to be wit z 
Ged, in his Preſence, and keep a conſtant communion with 
hin: for ſuch is his condeſcention to his poor Creatures,that p 
he is pleaſed to allow us ro walk with him if we will, End BY 


walked with God, Gen. 5. 2.4. Neab walked with God, Ge 
6.9. God faid to. Abrabam, 1:1, before me. and be perfell 
; | - Ga 
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Gen17.1. 1 have ſet the Lord alivays before me, Plalm 16. $. 
hat is, ro endeavour to have the whole frame of our cot 
wefation 25 before him; and to have continual communion 
Tit bith in all the way of ovr Life ; and not only at the 
Pet arid ſolemn times of Prayer, but in the general frame 
of ver converſation, And if thou haſt ſuch a Guide , he 
will be to thy Soul, even in the darkeſt and moſt difficule 
and dangerous times, what he was once to his own Pto 
wen a Pillar of fire, that thou may'ſt ſee thy way 

thee, and he will ſhew thee where'the ſnare lies, and how to 
goid it ; nay, if thou flip into it, he that leads thee by the 
hand, will pull thee out of ir, and will not ſuffer thy foot 
to {lide. | 

"2. Wheh any Afton of any conſiderable or unuſual ridture is 
to be undertaken by thee, thar is ſomewhat beyond or beſide 
the ordinary track of thy Life, let this have a ſpecial and di- 
fPin8 eamination, and be not content with that general care 
of thy ordinary way, but bring it to a more particular ſeru- 


'1. Conſider how it becornes the preſence of God, and 
whether it will abide to be brought before him without ſome 
mer and ſharhe: how'tk-this were the laft aCtion of thy 
Lite, and preſently to be brought into his Judgment,whether 
& would abide that 'Tryal. | | 

2, Conſider whether it be allowed or condemned by the 
Word of God, or whart part, or what circumſtance thereof 
will not abide that Examination. | : 

3- Bid thy Conſcience plainly and truly tell thee what 
ſhe thinks of it, and of every part of it, and whar ſhe likes, 
and what ſhe deſlikes of it. | | 

4. See if there be any thing in it that thou wouldeſt be 
aſhamed to'own it before Men, or any part of it. | 

And if upon theſe Examinations thou canſt clear the AQti- 
on to be agreeable to the Preſence and the Word of God, 
the Teſtimony of thy Conſcience, and dareſt to expoſe it to 
the Judgment of Men, do it : bur if it fails in any, (as when 
x fails in' any, be'fure it fails in' all, though bappily in' ſome 

4 Fig particular 
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ent, it may be, in one rhan in. another; for al 


particular, ona ing.to the different conflitution of a Ny ia 
and the Nature of the thing, the exorbitancy vile lexget 


es the Preſence of God, crofles the Word. of God, bun | Fi 


the Conſcience, and brings ſhame) reject it, or ſo much ofy 


as this Examination will not abide this 'Feſt; thee ip 


a Temptation in it. | | 
4 Upon fach a diſcovery of ſin in the aCtion-to be w, 
dertaken, bold noe diſpute with thy own corrupe Heart Jong abou 
In but rqed ic without any more. reaſonings ;; for if thy 
enter into debate with thy hearr, ſhe is a Sophater anda} 
deceive thee, ſhe will diſtinguiſh, and pur differences, ax 
mforce the neceſſity or convenience of the bulmeſs, the pe 
hility of a greater good which may outweigh the evilyth 
mconſiderableneſs of that crookednels that, thou haſt die 
vered, and by degrees at laſt qver-work thee, and bring the 
about. And the Devil is not wanting to be aſfiſtant in thy 
diſpute and to interpoſe. When Eve etitered into diſcauk 
and dilpute with the Devil, and heard his reaſons, and x: 
gued the Caſz, he. over-matched her in her Innocence, ty 
olfend againſt a moſtexpreſs and-moſt penal Law : and hoy 
auch ealer will the :conquelt be over a corrupt and weak 
Soul, when the treacherous fleſh is won already without» 


uf Tre Eh ha [ 

5: If thy Temptation be importunate, lay againſt it inthe 
other La theſe two Cnkdetaans, _ 4f thou wi 
be: reaſoning with. thy Temptation, reaſon thus: I. an 
now perſuaded and ſollicited. to this 40n.mberein, upon Ev 
amination, T'find apparently a ſin againſt God and my own Life; 
and it 3. true,  1-bave propornded'to.me the Neceſſity, or the Pro 
fit, or the Phleaſare of .it,, but I know I arm now in the. Preſence 
rbe Glorious and'Eternal God, that bath paper to bring me out 
thi Neceſſity withour the-belg-of bu ſinful Aftivn, and is able 
blaſt thu Aion, that it ſhall-xot ſerve to accommodate thi No 
ceſſ3 ;- before. that Gui who's Lord of all the Wealth in. the Wald 
and hath promiſed that be wall not leave me-ner forſake me ;, Ian 
kefere: thas. Gdd thar hath promiſed Eternal Pleaſures for evermmt 
; to 
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Na oe tt fear him, and can mingle or follow this pleaſure thas 
Moce Wl ſexe from this Temptation with a moſt bittes Curſe, even unso 
n [ Rrernity ;, And it us thu God that hath forbidden. me to commigs 


hn uy Wi Sim, _ doth- fland to ſee whether I will abide by bis Com- 
of, Band, or ide with bis Exenmy ; I am before my Lard Jeſus thas 
lad dawn by Life for me, | ales Curſe te redeem ma, as 
ol from. my ſubjeRion. to ſm for the time t0 come, as from the 
pit of on-for the time paſt ; and that Jeſus fands and beholals 
pletber 1 now value or deſpiſe that Blood of the Covenant,, and & 
wrdingly ready with Vengeance or Glay jo reward me; I aus 
hve glorious and pure Syinits, the Elefi Angels, whans 
Cad beth hiberts appointed as Miniſters for my preſervation, nhas 
fr ud obſerve wheoher I hold a Conformity with the Purity. of 
theirNatures, or mhether I wall foul my ſolf in the filthy, and 
ty wich their Enemy #be Prince of thu World. Could el] Eyes 
fny Senſe behold the leaſt of that Glory that beholds me, it 
ould make me aſhamed of my pureſt Ations; and thoygh I foe 
ues. 1 am.certain it ſees me. With what face can 4 then 
amnie. this Villaing » the Preſenco of that God, to whom I, and! 
ll the World exve. our Being? before the Fae of that Saviour, 
oh hath laid down his. Life to reſcue and redeem mine ;, before 
the Angels, who at the Canmand of God are Pleaſed to be Mani- 
ſing Spirits for my preſervation ? How ſhall I grieve that Spirit, 
obom I hear at thx very Inſtant whiſper unto me, Do not thas 
dhominable thing which I hate? and what will the end. of thu 
be? will it not be a ſtain to my Soul, and bitterneſs in the End? 
oharcan this. Temptation promiſe me that it can perform? or if at 
can perform what it promiſeth, and promiſe what it will, can.ae 
jromife that tm me which can be equivalent 20 the loſs of the fa> 
ron and preſence of the Eternal God ? the loſs and ruin of ny 
 f inmwareal. Soul? cqre it countervail the ſbame and damage thas 
| nil enſue apon- @ contempt.committed to the Majeſty. and: Mercy of 
'f the Eternal God, before whoſe immediate view I am now baſely 
and contemptuouſly, at the ſolicitation of his and mine Enemy, g6- 
ing about” zo commit: this evil? A 
2+ Let me but conſider, that with the fame meaſure of 


Game that 1 ſhall ſubmit to. this 'Temptation, ' with jw 
me 
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me meaſure of Comfort and Glory ſhall I reGſt it wy#..4 
I conſider that in the View and Preſence of the Glon:l& 
God, of my Merciful and Tender Saviour, of the lweun 
and Bleſſed Spirits, thoſe Glorious Courtiers of Heaven, P41 
ſhall give a Teſtimony of my Love to God, | ſhall rl ood 
and the Sollicitations of the Eneniy of Heaven, ul w c 


Z 


""P 

£1 
& 
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hold faſt mine Integrity. Could Fob have bur heard tw a 
approbation which. God gave of ir after the Devil hadpylil wb 


iſcd his Experiments, Job 2. 3. That be /?:l! holdeth gil wns- 
bis Integrity, though thou moveſt me againſt him, it would ln Gad: 
abundantly fatished him for all his Loſſes, and abundanh lms 
ſtrengthened his Heart againſt all furure Temptations. wif - 3. 
what we read of him, we may be fare is true concern gut 
our ſelves; the fame practices by the Devil to ſeduces 
and the fame atteſtation given by the Eternal God, if 
refiſt his Temprations. But which .is more than this, th 
Eternal God, as he ſtands by to fee my behaviour, þk 
ſtands by nie to' ſupply me with ſtrength, if I ſeek to nll 
wy it, and with an Immortal Ctown to reward tne itt l wea 

( over my Tempration, which his own ſtrengrhihu 
dan; he I will Sree lay in the Balance again{b git 
Pleaſure of Profit of my Temptation, the ſhame" wlll ip 
Puniſbraent from that God that beholds me.; and apull au 
ny lo in the teſiſting it, the Glory and Advantage inte #6 
Preſence of God, that I ſhall obtain in overcoming it; "I wh 

'6. Carry with' thee a jealous and YParchful Eye over tht fl W 
is all Conditions and Aftions. For there is a Snare and1l ap 
CEN in every thing thou doſt, or thar doth bell 

ee, | I - 

1. Take heed to thy Sexſes and their Objects : Thi 
haſt an Evil Eye, a Covetous Eye, a Wanton and Adults 
tous Eye, an Envious Eye, an Unfatiable Eye ; thou hut 
an Itchifig Ezr, or an Ear open to Vanity, dult of Hearing, 
when that thou'heareſlt is profitable; thot! haſt a Sawcy ail 
& Luxurious Palare, that 77 find not a Snare in thy Tab 
or x Serpent in thy Cup will cafily make'it. 
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Ream heed to thy Underſtanding, i it is apt to ravel out 
Lp and unprobrtable, if not dangerous and 
amptuous Speculations, to miſpend i it ſelf and thy preci- 
> in; that which hurts thee, or at leaſt, doth thee no 
"'f nnd. of what. uſe will. the moſt of Rn be within 
y i” moment after thy death? Either they ſhall be. known 
of atly without a minutes ſtudy, or they will be uguſeful, 
ghatt terly unſerviceable to thee; whereas every minutes 
ſpendeſt here in improving thy Knowledge of 
"y bd his Word, is ſowing of a Seed, that ſhall in thy 
Smortal Soul, yield a. Harveſt ſuitable to be condition. ; 
1. . Take heed to thy Memory; it is' apt to receive the Fi- 
| our and Impreſſions of vain or ſinful Words 'or Attions ; 
nd-the Devil.is apt to turn that a of the Glaſs to thy 
il. that contains thoſe Charaters, eff ally at ſuch times, 
then | jir F may divert thee tryoy, or \ diſtur b thee in"better 


Tho ght S, Or 
+; 4 uh vel 


pts > fo ty thou canſt not know what it is; It is the 
Tanmin of all thoſe bitter waters that ſfream through the 
culties and actions ; a box full of the Spirits of 'poyſon 
vhich will infe& all {Yo doſt, atid ovet- ſpread the bita 
with-villany and furies ; a foul, , impure, ingolfumared Prin- 

that nothing can cure or change, but the'great Lord 
he. World, the God of the Spirits of all fleſh; and yet 
hen (rod 1s pleaſed to ſex up his Rule /atid 'Scepter there, 
vY there. is never a-Nfinure,, but this heart of thine is pradtiling 
i Rebellion or 'T reachery vr Apoſtacy againſt it ; therefore 
£ thy heart with all diligence, for out of it. are "the iſſues of 
| l; 
| 


ife,. Proſe 23.,.The Obje &s upon which, thy Hearr 

| , theingh ey are innocent and harmleſs for the moſt 

part, yer The. conſtitution of thy hicart turns theta to the 

poylon. of chy ood - Riches, and Power, and Honaur, and 
ern 


Ares tre 1m theralelyes vt bur'it is the heart turns 
X them 


ne 
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them into Temptations, aridinto' fins, In the Paul's 
them, it þegets Coverouſhefs, Ambition, unlawfol Mey 
In the Fruitzon of them, & begets Pride and Fnſdle MT 
Carnal Confidence, In the Fant of them i it 
and. Diſcontent and Envy : hin 
by it begets exceſs and immoderation and unſezſ6y 
:- In the Performance of things co | 
ob it HED, Arrogance, Self-A | 
07,0 Overprizing 0 F rhevoand of i G1 fr tw, inion q 
eric, ſuppoſition of Priviledge ta offend in; other thity 
| becauſe of the dye performance” of theſe: And this! 
. cannot want 42 Terptation, ſo long as we carry about w 3 
fo full of corruption; Therefore carry a ftrift anſ'$ 
oy band "Y, LY heart, for it hath in ita Fountig,y 
ſeed, a ſtock Temptations. 
5. Seta Ward over all the Aftions of thy Life of wha 
whe: , In matters Indifferene, or that are (6 
to "By _fulped thy Judgment in them, and [gy 
thou. art. apt to Judge partially, and 'to ' a fied 
crency upon things that it may be are. evil ; and they 
fare rather be content to deny thy flf che uſe of t itnpy 
different, than to hazard thy ſelf upon that which wy 
proye.a.fin, If thy cargal heart judge a thing i in 
picf conughne but that thing hath ſomwhar oft. {in in it 
thy heart dare only fay it. is indifferent and thay de dow, 
thou NY: "lt certainly conclude, that It tri certainly bek 
matters-preſented to thee. as.1 exent to betlan 
or not to. be done, be content to refuſe char part which th 
Linful beart moſt - inclines thee to. When: thou deny 
my: in that which thou arr ſure is ſinful, 'ir is the 
| thy Obegience : when thou denyeſt thy falf in tha 
which ors Indifferent,, is, the oy of thy 


2k that Ba. if hy very cf yo Frank 4 ren to thee Þ 


draw.thee into. fm. Any one defect & enough to mak i | 


che whole ation linful : @s jo-the uſe of the Cn. 
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arcomy fi E With the' circurhſtatices of Initioc cr 
| _ Aakiog -n— ooymnt in _—__ acquiring 
Woeicntss for Life, if it be accompanied with any un- 
Wifi tears, Atixiery, robbing God of ch6 Heart, unſea: 
WA robbie God of his Titne: theſe imilte the thing 
Win thanftvs lawal, to beconie firs, And not 
Sit caſe of things awful 'but'in' caſe of thirigs neceſſary 
Watbrentbr to gloriie Golf #'oir moſt univerſal and 
fe Diy, yet to'talk dEcBitfully for him, becoinies 
To offet Sacrifite, was a Duty ett- 
addet the ONF Law; yer r6' cotitbit 
y Rho offer Sc He vith Handefll of xd, 


dei * Fipctally have' an' Eye ro' tht ation that is 
; 6 fireable to' thy Ape, op 


on,or Cott- 
” for that &rhy tnoft' datigerous Teniptirion, becauſe 
' the greateſt Power” over thee. The Temprations 


ties are commonly 5 Pride of Ay pparrel, Ry 


E Loft, Exceſs : The” tions of ing . 4s brony-— 
billy: Vain-Glory, Anton, — Vi The 
h -of ONd' ofity; Sc. $ 
fe Tertptations' inci bhi to aa rorrie tener ( or Cottt- 
ftfohs," Ariger, Luft, Tiitibderate Fatitip, el, 
Whtuibeneſs;  Fearfullieſ, Vatiity of THougtits, ©. So 
the Temptations incidenr to tHe ſeveral CoiditBionsy of a Mati, 
e that border upon, his Trade or Pofeſſion, Lying, Co- 
, Je. Upbn bis Eſfite'ki'rhilf Worlt; Poverty is-apt 


Wine to: ng NT 7 at othicrs' that 
ſend of 1efs Marte yet Wedh, Ma of nlawful Means 
Ns to: cover our Wants Power and Great- 
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252 Meditations npon the Lord's Prayer, 
'Threatning, Supercilioufneſs, Forgetting of Relations, ul 
undue Means to ſupport it, &c., Wealth is apt to tempt 
Conkdence in it, to ſet. up our reſt here, to be loth tothin 
of death or change, to forget- God, to _undervalue, orgy 
think upon our everlaſting furure condition, vexing andy. 
menting cares, an imagination that we are out of :the ng 
or reach of :the Divine Providence :.:2 Tim. 6.:9; 
that will be Rich fall into many Temptations. Pleaſures expetly 


or injoyned are 'apt to thruſt 'out. of the heart the oy 


of the Preſence of God, and the thought of Deathand 

-ment, that ſo they may be the. mare freely and uncanty- 
lably enjoyed ; they are apt to eſtrange.a Man from ac 
to-God or confidence in him, .&c, Theſe and the.li 
Temptations, every Man may find by a ſmall obſerva 
of himſelf, and others, are apr to follow the ſeveral conduiny 
of Men, and prevail upon them : and therefore, eſpeculh 
upon any great change of our condition foreſeen, we arch 
fence our ſelves ſtrongeſt againſt thoſe "Temptations, wh 
are indeed nothing Elſe but the Ifluesand Produtions of th 
heart upon fuch ConjunCtions, and are as Natural ton 
that fate of corruption, wherein ſhe is, (as) vermin are toe 
produced frony heat and putrefaction ; and therefore exyel 
ſuch Temptations upon any great change of thy conditmy, 
and fortifle thy ſelf againſt them with Reſolution, wil 
Watchfulneſs, with often thoughts of thy Mortality, wit 
Remembrance of the Preſence, Power, and All-ſufficieng 
of God; and laſtly, with Recourſe tro God by Pray 
againſt them ;' for Excepe the Lord keep the City, che Wat 
men wake but in vain, Plal. 12.7. 1. | 


2. 'The ſecond. means is that which our Saviour teach 
eth us in this Petition, Prazer unto God the Father, wh 
1s faithful and will not fuffer us to be. tempted above wha 
we are able, 1 Cor. 10. 12. Through our Lord Feſus Chr 
who hath ſuffered himſelf being tempted, and. therefore 
abie to ſuccour thoſe that are rempted, Heb: 2. 18. 31 
Eternal Spirit ; Who hath promiſed to guide us into all we, 
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 Medltations.upon the Lord's Prayer. 253 
7.16.2 3- That the Almighty and Eternal God, who fo 
kr ds unto us, as to offer us his Hand to lezd us, 
ad his Strength to ſupport us, that ſees all 'our ways, and 
aur; wandrings, and the ſnares that are ſpread for our feet, 
would: be pleaſed to guide us by his Hand and by his Eye, 
thatwe may keep the true and old way ; and if any ſnares 
be aid there for us by the Enemy of our Peace, that he 
would- either remove or break the Snare, or lead us abour 
bythem, or lifr us over them ; That he would be pleaſed 
ts-.deanſe our Hearts from. our Corruptions, the nurſery 
ofbur Temprat1 »ns ; that he would prepare us, and inſtru, 
ad Rrenghthen us by his Mighty Spirit to diſcern, and to 
oppoſe, and to overcome” the deceits and ſeductions of our 
own Hearts. 

\Toconclude therefore this part of this Petition: © O Lord 
*God Almighty, that beholdeſt all my ways, I find that I 
Fwalk in the midſt of Snares and Temptations ; the great 
Enemy of my Salvation, and his Retinue is continually a- 
$hout me, and watch for my halting, ſecretly and undiſ: 
Fcoverably ſoliciting my Soul to {in againſt thee, almoſt 
#ia.every Occurrence of my Life, and every Motion of 
*my Mind; and having in any thing prevailed againſt me, 
$eirher he quiets my Soul in my fin, or diforders my Soul 

Efor it, and by both prevents or diverts me from coming 

*to thee to ſeek my: Pardon, as a thing not” neceſlary to 
*be asked, or impoſſible to be gained: Again, the Men, 
* among whom I live, ſcatter their Temptations for me, 
*by Perſuaſions *to ſm, by evil Examples, - by ſucceſs in 
* (mful Practices ; And if there were no Devil or Man to 
tempt me, yet I ftnd in my ſelf an everlaſting ſeed of 
# Temptations, a ſtock of Corruptions that forms all I am 
# and all-I have or do, even thy very Mergies, into Temp- 
* tations.  When-1- coniider thy Patiente *and Goodneſs to 
© me, 1 am tempted to Preſumption, to Supineneſs, to an 
* Opinion of my own worth ; when I con{ider or find cy 
* Fuſtice-l am tempted to Murmuring, to-Defpair, to'think 
the, moſt Soyeraign; Lord, ' a hard Maſter. In my Un- 

Qq 3 * derftanding, 
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+ Jerftanding, I am tempted: to ſecret Argumentation, i 
* Atheiſm, to Infidelity, ro difpute thy Truth, ro Oni 
*y, to hnpertinent or Forbidden Enquiries; If ian 
* Learning, it makes me Proud, apt to defpiſe the yuty 
* and {mplicicy of thy Truth, to contend for Maſtery, ug 
* for Truth, to uſe my Wit to reaſon my ſelf or as 
* into Errors or Sins, | to ſpend my time in thoſe diſco, 
+ ries, that do not countervail the expence, nor are of 
* value or uſe to my Soul after Death. In my YH 4nd 
* much averſneſs to what is good, a ready Rn 
. thing that is evil, or atleaſt an incertain fluctuation 
3 * teen both: In all my Thoughts | find abundance of Vs 
WE ; when employed to any thoughts of moſt concey; 
* ment to my Soul, full of inconſiſtency, unkxt, u 
* fetled, eafily av hem mingled with groſs apprekes 
* Gons. When 1 look into my Conſcience, I find her ek. 
*: ly bribed, and brought over tothe wrong party, allaye 
* with ſellove, if not wholly Glent, ? Harder, of 
* dead. In my. Affe&ons I find continues diforder, 
© miſplaced, and more eaffly overaſted beyond the | 
* of Maderation, Reaſon, and Wiſdom, much wy 
* Chriſlianity and thy Fear. In my ſenſual a 
© continual fog and: vapour riling from it, Norte 
* Soul in all ] am about, with unſeafonable, i 
Fand foul exhalations, thar darken and'pollute it, rv: 
xert and diſturb it in all that is good, that continu 
« Glick it roll fenſual Evils, unto all immoderation-u 
* excels. In my Senſes I have an Hye full of Wanto 
* full of Covetouſnels, full of Haughtinels ; an Ear full p 
*f Itching after novelties, jimpertinencies, vanities z 
* fuſl of Intemperance, ftudious for curiofities; 4 x 
20 of violenot, when it is in my power; a Togue 
vain words, apt to flander, to whiſper 
K oY of vain-glory and felf-flanery. If thou veſt me 
* healthy ſtrong Body, 1 am ready to be dt apt to 
< think my felf our. of the reach of Ara t; k 
* Feeps. me from thinking of any latter end; 'or providing 
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Meditit ions pon the Lord's Prayer. 1255 

4 4 agg Rac uſe that ſtrength to the ſervice of 
«#67 whh berrer advantage, nzore excels, and lefs' remorſe. 
«thou viliteſt ne with fickwſs, 1 am furprized with Pec- 
| —arptiry arour with — Care touching my 

P and , and my Tho 

norm the four, le table Hrs aa 
«though my Necelliry be thou givelt me Pler- 
*z, 1 am apt to be grip Confident in my 
*Welth, reckoning upon i _ Frexfure, think every 
loſt that is not imployed upot'x, or in order to 
dervale it, oth to think © of Death or Judgment. If thou 
Ofteſt me with Pooer54, 1 am apt to murmur, - to count. 
*Hhe Rich happy, to caft off thy ſervice as unprofitable, 
a look upon my everlaſting as things at a diſtance, 
ry-Comforts under Real Wants. If thon giveſt 

*e Nas and Eſteem in the'World, 1 am apt to 
= kg to bear me out at a:pinch in ſome unlaw- 
«fl tion, to we it to miſlead io route any baſe 
ſhift to ſupport it, If thou caſt me into Reproach and 
« my hearr is apt to ſwell aguinft the Means, to 
Revenge, and to die with my Reputation, though 
amy cauſeleſly be loft, and to have the Thoughts and 
CRemembrance of ir to interfere and grate upon. my Sonl, 
# every in my immediare fervite ro thee * any Croſs ſowers 
"my bleffings, and carries m”_ fo violently imo diſs 
Tiers, for, it may be, a fingle/afffiftion, which I des 
fiffer, "that 1 fumes - to be thankfol for a Melti 

node of other Mercies, which I undefervedly enjoy. If 
"Fam about 2 good Dury, 1 find my heart tempted to per- 
*form them Careleſly, Formally, Negiginnys yon 
*rally, Vain-glorioufly, for falſe or by-Ends; and when 
«] hxve done'them, my- Heart is puft up with Pride, opi- 
*nian of Merit, looking upon my Maker as-my Debtor 
*for the Duty 1 owe him; and yer bur flightly and de- 
*FAively performed to him ; How. then can expe 
* Power from my felf to-refift a Tempration-wirhout, when 
-I'find 6 mach 'Freachery' within: me ? I therefore be- 
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256 Meditations upon the Lord's Prayer, 
"-ſeech thee, moſt[Merciful and powerful-Father, to gy 
« into my heart the Grace and ſtrength of thy bleſſed yg, 
<, Tit torefiſt and overcome all my 'T'emptations, to «l& 
, and purge this foul heart of mine, ,of this Brood and wh 
of Luft and Corruptions that are within it; to ſirenghy. 
* en my felf againſt the 'Temprations of Hell, the Way," 
* and my ſelf; to lead mein fafe paths; to diſcover a 
< admoniſh me: hourly of. all the Dangers that are.in gy 
*© way ; and fo by the mighty and over-ruling Providenee 
© to guide me that-I may avoid all occaſions of falling j4 
© to order and over-rule, and moderate, and temper. al 
© the Occurrences of my Life, that they. may be ſuitable y 
< that Grace thou-giveſt me, to bear. them without offen 
<* ding thee; and thou at any time ſuffer me to take 
E fall, yer deliver me from preſumptious -ſins, give me; 
< heart ſpeedily to fly to thee for ſtrength to. reſtore ms, 
< for mercy to pardon me, ; If thou ſuffereſt me to fall int 
*.' Temptation, yet-1- beſeech thee deliver me from | the 
5 evil. THY | 
But deliver us from evil. Three Evils-are here meant... 
I. 1 he Evil of Sin. ., We are before taught to pray ſn 
pardoning Mercy in the firſt Petition ; for preventing Mer 
cy. in the former part of this Petition ;}., and here we ae 
taught to pray for delivering, reſtoring Mercy. When 1 
fin is committed, there is not only a guilt contracted, which 
ſtands in need of Mercy to pardon it, but the Soul receing 
a Wound that weakens it, and ſtands/in need of Diyine 
ftrength to reſtore it ; and without this.it will never riſe out 
of that ſlate of Impotency, yea of Rebellion into which i 
is fallen, but would multiply fin upon fin to all Eternity: 
As before our converſion anto God we are dead in treſpalla 
and fins, and .cannot_ convert our. ſelves;; ſo after we ar 
converted, any one fin-puts us, as in our ſelves and reſpe& 
of our own ſtrength, into 'the ſame ſtate of dead Men,'.in 
which: our converſion at firſt found us: only. here.'is the 
odds, God. is pleaſed to put into us a Seed of Life, that ſhall 
again quicken us though we fall : 1 John 3. 9.. H/beſoever is 
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\ "Meditations «pon the Lor 4s P rayer. 257 
len of God deth not commit ſin, (that is, . continue in it) for 
42 - abideth in him. 1 John 2. 1. If any man ſin, we bave 
«Advocate, &c.. T hat Seed of Life, that Advocate of our 
xe, Will cauſe him to.lay hold again upon the Strength, 
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258 Meditations upon the Lord's Prayer. 
yet Petition 1s not loſt: when Paut beſought God this R 
apainſt an Affiition, 2 Cor. 1 2. 9. though he had ns 
iverance from it, yet he had fufficien ice given hit 
to bear it ; when our bleſſed Lord beſoupht rhat that Cy 
might paſs from him, though he muſt drink of the 
Yet he was hlard in the thing which he feared, Heb, 5,,, 
And thy Prayer for deliverance ſhall be anſwered eicher wiz 
2 way to eſcape it, or with ſtrength comfortably to bearh 
IT. Cor. 10, 12. 
3- Dildos from Evil, that is, zbe Evil one, who pre 
about as 2 roaring Lyon ſeeking whom he may devour;ty 
Prince of Darkneſs, the Prince of this World, the Prined 
. the Power of the Air; an inviſible Prince, that could 
bur get Commiſion from the great Lord of Heaven wy 
Farth, would fift us as Wheat, would ſhake our Faith;a 
bring us under his own rule ; a Creature, bur yer of thy 
Power, Wiſdom, Subtiliry, and Malice, that he would 
eafily able to ſeduce, or ar leaft to diſorder and ſhatterth 
| Nrongeſt Man, as once he did Fob : therefore we have qui 
to pray, ther the Son of God came to deſtroy the weth 
of Saran, to judge this Prince of this World, to bruiſe 
Head, fo he would continually affift us with his Gray 
refift him, to diſcover him, even when he transforms lik 
KHf into an Angel of light ; that if he ſhall go abait'y 
ſecuce us from the 'Trut Signs and W As obice 
he did Pharaoh; by Predictions, as ine ef 
the Heathen Oracles; by Mifapplications even of 'te 
very Ward of "Truth, as he indeavoured to do by an 
Saviour ; by ſucceffer and events of things ; that we my 
zer the caution that Moſes, gave unto the Jrarlini; 
-Pevr. T2. 3. The Lord your God proveth you, whether ye bn 
the Lord your God mith all your heart, and with all your Sau? 
that if he go abour to ſeduce us into Sin, or, denying & I *| 
the Truth by Propoſals and Promiſes'of Honours, Perſe 
ments, Temporal Advamagpes, or to affright us from th 
Truth by Menaces, Perfecutions, 'Difgraces, Dearh, yet me 
may not be altured or affrigined imo'{m,bor may keep db 
| ta. 
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' pF God revealed: in Eis Word, whatever 


v3 - By thing is the Kingdone, Power and Glory. 


of this Prayer, our Sayiour teacheth ys 
Boot in the Marry of Ged, by teach» 
rm oy hiin Packer and fn the Power of God by 
aching us aferarion ur wxror Father ; that under 
ſans tions we may Ali God 
ide entrance into our Prayers : And becauſe ect 
x cafily raken off from theſe conſiderations; and, 

Arm, our Faith ſoon declines, and our light ſoon © 
bans out; and becauſe there is an equa} neceſſity of Jn» 
emtipn of ſpirit, as well in our laft requeſt 2s in our firſt, 
ag Saviour reacheth us to remind thoſe conſiderations, 
ow? ſapport and fartjfie our Souls in the bib fo our 

as well as in the beginning; that fo the confide- 

"db eioarog God, his Power and Goodneſs, who 

ing and rhe End, the Firſt and the Laft, may 


oo EIS as of ons Prijet, @ 


Mie 2 i the Kingdom. *'Thou art the only, and abſo- 
Fats, and ri ' Sovergign of all thy Creatures; and 
kp'thee do all the Creatures in the Warld owe an infie 
jo: : for by thy Power and Goodneſs they 
created and are preferved: And yet if it were poſ 
that Infinitude could admit of degrees, the Childreg 
Ef Men awe 4 more infinite ſubjeRtion unto thee, do 
%:ny of the Teſt of thy Creatures ; for thou yet ſpareſt 
uno them that Being, that by fn they have forfented 
*nto thee : And yet more then this, thoſe whom. thay 
Faſt redeemed by the Paſſion of thy Son, and Andtified, 
Come thee yet a more infinite Debt of ſubjeCtion; than 
"the reſt of the Children of Men : And becauſe thou arg 
Four King, whitcher ſhould we go to make our Requeſts 
Ahn onr King, in whom all Authority is wits Axe 


260 Meditations upon the Lord's:Prayer. 
£ ced ?. And if thou art-our King, - it. is but reaſonalle(, i 
« me to delire, 'That cy Name may be glorified, thay 
* the Subjects of thy Kingdom, according to their ſepery ff «4h 
«* conditions may Magnihe and Glorihe the :Name of thy iſ %an 
* King; That thy Kingdom may come with evidence wy if *y 
« demonſtration of it ſelf, and that all thy Creaturg «or 
© they owe a ult ſubjeRtion to thee, ſo they may, dulype i *t 
« form it; that thoſe that haye rehelled- againſt thee wy «A 
&return, and be brought into ſubjeCtion to thee;..chy i *K 
& though other Lords haye had an uſurped Domini iſ *{o 
& gyer us, yet.that thy Kingdom may break in pieces.ol if *an 
© Uſurpations, and recover thy revolted SubjeRs unto thr Wl ...1 
"Juſt Allegiance. "That by Y/.1, the only rightful Lay % 
and Rule of Juſtice, may be done in all places of th I * 
© Dominion, in Earth and Heaven; and that all thy Ci « 
< tures may ſubmit freely to this thy Will, which-is th I %y 
< only Rule and Meaſure both of their PerfeRtion and Ohe iN *\) 
& dience: the Wills of Earthly Kings are ſubject ro Em, *c 
<« Oppreflion, and Injuſtice, and therefore thy Provides i * 
© hath regulated their Adminiſtrations by Laws and Ruls I *y 
& but thy Will is the only Rule, Exemplar, and Foundu; iſ *4 
© on of Juſtice; therefore let thy Will be done. Th *y 
% thou wouldeſt give us our Daily Bread. When the fem 
«years of Plenty had filled Pharaoh's Store-houſes ; a 
& were after entertained with ſeyen years of Famine, th 
* Egyptans cryed ynto their King for Bread, Gen. 41.55. 
* And whither ſhall we/go for Bread for our Bodies, but u 
& our King, who isLord of all the Store of the World,a 
& cives Meat to all his Creatures in their ſeaſon, and feek 
*the.young Ravens when they cry ? And whither ſhould 
** we go for Bread for our Souls, but to thee our King, wb 
haſt intruſted this Bread of Life under the Hands of a 
<rZoſeph, our Saviour 2 That thou wouldeſt forgive us ar 
© $:ns; for our Sins are as ſo many 'Treaſons againſt thy 
«Majeſty, and thou alone canſt remit, againſt whom aloe 
© we can offend : The pardoning of Sins, as it is thy per 
<ltar Prerogative, (for who can forgiye Sins, fave op 
S TP mM 
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t 1 ſ/ir-is thy Property,, a part, of thy Name, pards- 
any - iniquity, - erangreſſion, - and: ſin, Exod. 34. 7.: That 
«hou wouldeſt deliver us from Temptation, the Cauſe of Sin 
«nd from Evil, the fruit of ſin; from the .Incurſons of 
kar Rebel againſt-thy Majeſty, the, Prince of Darknefs, 
«for. whether ſhould the: Subjects fly: for Protetion,} but 
6g their King? . and though: that. Prince hath, a Kings | 
«om-t00,. Yer it. is regnum: ſub  graviore regnd;., the very 
«Kingdom of Hell is ſubject. to thy Authority:y and there- 
«fore as thou art our King, . we beſeech Thee, Protect 
62nd Deliver us. 

"And the power, © There may be a lawful and a juſt Au- 
6horiry, where yet there wants Power to aCt-it:: butas 
*byy baſt a juſt Soveraignty. and. Authority over all-chy 
®Creatures, ſo thou haſt an Inbnite Power to. do. whatſoe- 
sxer thou pleaſeſt : nothing is. too. hard ' for thee: Evil 
#Men and-Evil Angels, though they reſiſt thy Authority, 
bcnmot; avoid thy Power. My. Requeſts that I have 
here ſent up. unto thee, | they, are Great Requeſts, .. but 
*ret. they are. all within thy Power to grant: Sin, hath 
*Jrawn 2 cloud and darkneſs over, our Underſtandings, 
®that we cannot ſee thee ; It hath, infuſed a, malignity -in« 
#0o.our Wills, that we cannot abide thee; and how 
*thenNſball we-ſanctifie that. Name which we know not 5 

«if we know, yet we. hate it? | But thou haſt Infoite 
"Power to ſcatrer this darkneſs, that we may. ſee thee, 

©nd to-conquer this perverſneſs, that we may love a 
#oJorige thee. The Prince of darkneſs harh-ſer- up. his 
urped Power. and is become the Prince of the World; 
©:nd ſets. up" ſtrong holds in our hearts, and mans them 
«vith principalities, and powers and ſpiritual wickedneſs ; 
*Hut = haſt Infinite, Power, even by a, poor deſpiſed 
*Gaſpel,;.to-pull down theſe ſtrong holds, to: ſubdye thoſe 
6 Principalities and:Powers, to- bind the ſtrong man: that 
© keeps the 'Houſe, and to ſet, up thy Throne: and thy 

*Kingdow, even where. Satan's ſeat is: The ſtate; of our 
* Mature is ſo.changed, that we, . that were once fitted Le 


4s : : be 


» LY be 
wok ade Eons tf > 
oy "_ 69. 


6% Meditations upoti the Lord's Prayth, 


* an obedierice to thy WH, are now becorne eneni i \n 


* peliſtets of it, dead tothe obetietics of i ; but 


* faire Power by thy very Word of Comtmarid is ade i * 


© ny 26,49 well as to creare tis, to change our" Nas 
©®20 conform out Will to the obedience of thine, tut 


* thy Will tiny be done" ir Earl as it is in Heavel, gy 


* hath put «Curſe imo the Crearure, that ic hurk loſt my] 
© of rhine effetna} power to ſupport #nd to prefeivey 


*©Nanie; that once i had; and, it hath put -« difoide- £4 


ers the whole Creation, fo that-it is & worider to'feeth 
« fuch a World of Men and Creatures, amongft whowhy 
«hath ſown fack a diforder and: erimity, ſhould beaw 
* able to live by ariother; yer thou haſt power” to tetthy 
%that Curſe, to provide for the ſevere Exigenciey of 
* bp Creatures; y to their ſeveral Corivenicis, 
*to feret us itt tines ara places of nece{firy 3 toiritake i fy 
<ren-our Pltveyor, 4 Craiſt of Oyle or a Bivrel of Mi 
% 20 be 4-foj = three: years Fatnine. —_—_ 
* cbna er apainſt' ſo great a Duty, apaniſt 
«many Merdies, fo rach Pains ſo maxi Eoveh 
© anvil - Bourity _—_ hin tian Seo i; 
are efough to fin away any ſtock of Pardoniny” My 
and Paticnce belovy Fnitninde Bur thou hal ari-hih: 
* chadls bortorhilefs Fountaeirr of Power, 2s well tor plittd 
* 2s: co punſfſh. Our Tenptarions utitd (if ric us vt 
< every octuſion, from withour vs and from withitin, 
%* 2nd we have to Wiſdom in our ſelves t& foreſee thi; 
*no.ſtr - nor yer' any Will, to” oppoſe” thetii; be 
*<rhou"haſt/ infinite! Power to' foreſee; ro 'prevent, it 
*vert 'thetn, and ro deliver' from them, - Fhe' leaſt of 


< Weight of Lead, prefs us mito art inpottity of reth- 


very from it; the enemy of our Souls is-coriverſant with 

$2 us; arid" about us, and'ready} upon-every' occafioti 

© ſioce us-ints fin, and'to-rortyenit and'diſbridet' vs fort 

* and" his power and firengrh: ard ſubcilty is beyond'out 

< rower to relift;; and/indeed he finds-us williip coy 
| | 
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' Meditations upon the Lord's Prayer. ay 
wt thou baſt Authority, f thou” haft Power to re- 
nl him, to diſcover- him, 10 fortific arid gti 
2opind _— A wow him: And therefore 
[here of che ſirength Ormipotency to t 
theſe hy Perons Har-this is not all; ons 
Und the Glory: * Onmiporency, though it be one addiri- 
Y to-ouir Prayers, yer #'is'not enough. ''The 
et in the Goſpel faid truly to our Saviour, If thou 
"jt, thou meth ngen a waa ng. ere cock not con- 
TFhon ther thou wile > bat Glory is 
ns Ne, End of all thy Works; the End of thy are 
Work of Creation; Prov. 16.4; SECS, 
fcoming io the World to redeem Mankind; Take 2.1 
tt End of thy Eternal Counſel inelefting forne to L 
nd Eexvirig others ;' Row. 97. 22; Te is the only: Tribtte 
hat: thy Works can give thee for their delny 2nd Pre- 
Wyation, and that which thou accounteſt- dear-and 
fee r unto thy lf] Ifer. 42.' 8.4.8: x. F amr the Lord, 
f *s my a feaed my Glory I will not Hons t& another. 
E have { bt nothing bur 
4 . In Granting whac I have 
: the Bencfitis ours, burthe Glory i thine. 
Mole thor Laſt thee Glory of thy Mercy; the Glory of 
by Power, the Glory of thy Bounty and Goodneſs, the 
Glory of thy Truth and Faithfulneſs; thou- haſt ſaid 
old, that thy Glory ſhall be revealed; COTA 
ſeit ;- JÞ. 40. 5. that they-ſhall ſantifierhy*Na 
Ip. 29: 2.2- that chou wilt ſer up = Kingdonn cher hl 
Lew Fe FRY, gas ſhall-break in pieces and confine 
Uther s,' and* ſhall ſtand for ever ; Din. "44 
* hes. 7. 27, That thy counfel ſhall ftand, and thou 
all thy pleafire ; Iſaiah 46. 10. That thou wo 
{fe ws 2 2 new Heart, and a new Spirit, and'will'caufe us 
"walk in thy Statutes, and-to- keep thy Judgments and 
Yothem ; Exck; 36. 26, 27. That verily weſhall be fed ; 
*Fidn 77. 3- That though the young Lions do lack and 
Ar hynger, yer they that ſeek thee ſhallnot- —_— 
$ *:f1 Go 
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* good thirig; Plalm 34. 10: 'Thar'if we return 


x 


& thou wilt) have Mercy, and -/ abundantly. Pardon; 
* 55-.7- That thou art a God Pardoning Iniquity, Th 
< oreſſion, and Sin; Exod. 34 7. That thou wilt nathifh 
© us to be tempted; above what-we are able, but wilt wi 
S the Temptation, make a way to. eſcape ; I Cor. 10,11 

| </Fharif wecall-upon thee in the day. of trouble, chounl 
< deliver.us,;and we ſhall glorifie thee : Pſalm 5 0. 15,4y 


-- 


< yet though. thou, the. great God, of Power and Truthyial 
& ſpoken. all this, and wilr do it, yet. that thou may'ft hay 
& the due acknowledgment of our ſubjeCtion and dependay 
< upon thee, thou. wilt . be enquired of. for this to do.it fy 
© us ; Exek. 36.36, 37. And although we. are ſo:luk 
* that we cannot fo much as deſerve thy. pity in our grew 

<* miſery, yet-for, thy Names fake, and for.thy. Glory'shis 
< hear us: Pan. .1:06: 8.. For thy own lake, 1/aiah 48.11, 
« And. though: all. the Praiſes-and Acknowledgment « 
* thy. Creatures, add nothing to; thy: Glory ; for. thine 1 
_ * an Effential, Infinite, Abſolute, Independent Glory, qu 
* fince thou art ,pleaſed-to accept. of. this. our poor -andow 
« only T ribute,,,and:to; take, it in good part from thy.Cres 
© tures, We! Will thankfully acknowledge thy great condd 
© cention. to us. inaccepting of our ;Prayers, and grantny 
our Requeſts, giving us liberty throygh. thy Son.tok 
« interceſ{ors for. our ſelves; for others, nay for thineom 
« Glory and Kingdom, and the manifeſttion of it; Yhe 
* ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me! 
* I will: taks the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the.Name of th 
& Lord. ' Give me Grace in all my Wants and Neceſlita 
© tofly to thee by Prayer, and in all my. Supplies and Deb 
& yerances to returnunto:thee with I hankſgiving. .. ... 

Fer, Ever... * [I by. Kingdom | is an eyerlaſting Kingdon 
nd. thy Dominion ,endureth. throughout all Generations 
© Pſalm 145.13«. A Kingdom which ſhall in time; bteat 


[19 
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4 and ſubdue. all the Kingdoms of this World, andile 


« Kingdom of Darkneſs, Sin; Death, .and Satan. And 
*is thy, Kingdom, ſuch is thy Power, infinite in exten 
| | * ® {66nitly 
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ND Meditations apon the Lord's Prayer. 265 

ff *afigitely more comprehenſive then the vaſteſt wants or 
vgeſres of thy Creatures, infinite in duration, unexhau- 
«ſible by all the ſucceſſions of Time and of Eternity it 
«lf, And as is thy Kingdom and Power, ſuch is thy 
«Glory, ari Eternal and endleſs Glory ; before the birth of 
sTime, when nothing had a Beibg but thy ſelf, thou 
*hadſt Infinite Self-fufficiency, and an Incomprehenſible 
$fulneſls of Glory ; John t7.5: And when thou did'ſt 
vin time create the World, it did not contribute unto 
«hy fulnefs of Glory, but thou did'ſt communicate and 
6jmprint ſome of thy Glory upon it; and all the Glory 
Cthat thy Creatures bring unto thee, is nothing elſe but 
bthe refletion of thine own Glory, a recoyle of that Beam 
#that came from thy Sun: yet though the Glory of thy 
*Efſence, cannot receive any increaſe by this refleFion, 
yer thou aft pleaſed everlaſtingly to perpetuate this thy 
reflexive Glory by the immortal Angels arid Spirits of jult 
*Men made perfect; to whom thou wilt, unto all Ecernity, 
8communicate a fulneſs of the Viſion of thy Self, accord- 
lor *ing to the meaſure of their perfe&, . bur finite Natures z 
*:nd from that communication of thy Glory to them, they 
«ſhall everlaſtingly return Glory to thy Name, faying, 
_ * Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Power, be unto him that ſuteth 
Um the Throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever, Ameng 


# Rev. 5. 12. 
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Lords Prayer 
PARAPHRASED. 


th 


/ 
Our Father, 


Fternal and Glorious Lord God,. thou art our Fa- 

ther by Creation, for thou gavelt at firſt Being to 

the Common Parents of all Mankind : Thou art 

our Father by Nature ; we owe our own immediate Being 
more to Thee, than we do to our immediate Parents ; for 
thou arr the Father of our Spirits: Thou art our Father 
ly our Preſervation ; we could not ſupport our ſelves in Be- 
ng one moment of time, without the unceſlant influence 
of thy Providence and Goodneſs : 'Thou art our Father 
ly Adoption, receiving us in a more ſpecial mianner to be 
thy.Children in and through Jeſus Chriſt. In all the Courſe 
and Paſſages of our Lives, thou haſt manifeſted unto us 
the Love and Compaſſion, and 'Tenderneſs, and Goodneſs, 
and Aﬀection, and Kindneſs of a Father; Forgiving our 
Offences, Healing our Backſlidings, Pitying our Weak- 
nefles, Supplying our Wants, Delivering us from Dangers, 
Accepting 'our weak endeayours to pleaſe and ſerve thee ; 
Providing things neceſſary for us; and an Immortal Inhe- 
fiance of Glory and Happineſs. Bleſſed be thy Name, 
thar art pleaſed even from Heaven to commiſſonate us to 
ome unto thee; and to call upon thee.unger that encoura- 
Rr 2 ging, 
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ging, comfortable, and near Relation and Title of our F4. 
ther; which carries in it. the moſt full and ample affurance 
of Audience and Acceptation: For with whom can we e. 
peCt acceptation or Acceſs From whom can we expe(} 
the conceffion of what we need, if not from our Father} 
'To whom ſhould we reſort for ſupplies but to our Father? 


Phich art in Heaven, 


It is true, the Fathers of our Fleſh did bear to us Ter. 
derneſs and Aﬀettion: bur alaſs! they were Mortal Father, 
Fathers on Earth, Fathers that either are dead, or muſt 
die; And beſides, though their Aﬀections might be large to 


us, they were ſtraitned in Power ; they were Earthly Fx . 


thers ; and poſſibly their Aﬀections to us were larger then 
their Ability. But thou art Our Father, an Abiding, Ever 
laſting Father, a Father in Heaven. As thy Love is abu 
dantly extended to us as a Father, fo thy Power and Abs 
lity to anſwer us is as large as thy Goodneſs. "Thou artan 
, Heavenly Father, an All-fuffhcient Farther ; we are not 
ſtraitned in thy Love to us; becauſe thou art our Father: 
neither are we ſtraitned in thy Power, Wiſdom, Good 


mA yet, though thou art in Heaven, as thy 
Throne, yet Earth is thy Footſtool: Though thou dwel 
cans eſt in the Heavens by thy Glorious Marte 

'*7* ſtation of thy Majeſty, yet the Heavens, nor 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain thee. Thou art in 
all Places by thy Power, Preſence, and Efſence. Our Pray- 
ers have no long journey to thee; for thou art near unto 
us, and acquainted with all our Thoughts, and Wants, and 
Delires, And thou art not only preſent to hear our Pray- 


ers, þut to relieve, ſupply, ſupport us; and art pleaſed by ' 


a ſpecial Promiſe to make the poor cottage of an humble, 
a. "as lincere, / praying Soul, to be thy Temple and 

. * tobe preſent there, and. to be near to all 
them thar in integrity call upon thee. 


Hallowed 


neſs ; for thou art Infinite in all thy Attributes, | 
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Hallowed be thy Name. 


And fince.thy Glory and Honour is the great End of 
all thy Works, we delire that it may be the beginning and 
end of all our Prayers and Services. Let thy great Name 
be Glorious, and Glorified and SanCtified through all the 
World: Let the Knowledge of thee fill all 
the Earth ; as the Waters cover the Sea: Jſaiah 11. 9. 
Let. that be done in the World, that may 
moſt advance thy Glory : Let all thy Works praiſe thee : 
Let thy Wiſdam, Power, Juſtice, Goodneſs, Mercy and 
Truth be evident unto all Man-kind, that they may obſerve, 

acknowledg and admire it, and Magnibe the Name of thee, 

the Eternal God. In all the diſpenſation of thy Providence, 
enable us to ſee thee, and to fanfAtihe thy Name in our 
Hearts with Thankfulneſs, in our Lips with Thankſgiving, 
in our Lives with Dutifulneſs and Obedience. Enable us 
to live to. the Honour of that great Name of thine by 
which we are called ; and that as we profeſs our ſelves to 
be thy Children, ſo we may ſtudy and ſincerely endeavour 
to be like thee in all Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, that we 
may thereby bring Glary to thee Our Father, which art 
in Heaven ; that we and all: Man-kind may have High 
and Honourable "Thoughts touching thee, in ſome meaſure 
ſuitable to thy Glory, Majeſty, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Bounty, 
and- Purity ; and may in all our Words and Actions ma- 
nifeſt theſe .inward Thoughts touching thee, with ſuitable 
and becoming Words and Actions. 


STAT 


Thy Kingdom come. 


Let the Kingdom of Grace come. Let all the World 
become rhe true SubjeCts of thee, the Glorious God, And 
let the Goſpel of thy Kingdom, the everlaſting Goſpel, 
run victoriouſly over the face of the whole < 
World; that the Kingdoms of the Earth Revel. 11. 15. 
may become the Kingdom of God and of 
Rr 3 his 
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270 The Lord's Prayer Paraphrafed. 
his Chriſt. Let thy Grace, and thy Fear, and thy Lye, 
and thy Law, rule in all our Hearts, and in the Heamof 
all Mankind. And ſubdue and exterminate the Kingdon 
of Darkneſs, the Kingdom of Satan, the Kingdom of Anti 
Chriſt, bring all Men'to the Knowledge and Obediens 
of the Truth: and let the Scepter of thy Kingdom be 
up and upheld as long asthe Sun endureth. And let th 

Kingdom gf - Glory come. Alſo make us fit Veſlels of it; 
> Cor, +, > 20d that having this hope, we may perte} 
2.Þe ng , Holineſs in thy Fear, Waiting for, and Halt 

© ning unto the Coming of our Lord 

I. Cor, 15. Chrift, and the Day wherein he ſhall Deb, 
29408 ver up the Kingdom unto the Father, tha 
God may be all inall. 


Thy Will be done. 


And ſince thy Fill is a moſt Holy, Righteous, Grad 
ous, Juſt and Wiſe Will, let it be evermore our choice, to 
make thy Will to be ours, and to reſign up our wills unto 
thee, and to thy Will. Let the Fill of thy Counſel be done 
and although we know it is not in the Power of Men or 
Devils to hinder it, yet fo we do teſtifie our Duty unto 
thee, in Praying, that nothing may impede or retard the 
Will of thy Counſels; for thy Counſels are full of Good- 
neſs, and Benignity, and Purity, and Righteouſneſs. And 
we beg thee to give us hearts moſt intirely ro wait upon 
thee, in whatſoever thou ſhalt appoint concerning us : that 
if thou ſhalt give us Proſperity and Succeſs in this Life, 
we may receive it with all 'Thankfulneſs and Humiliy; 
and uſe it with Sobriety, Moderation and Faithfulneſs: if 
thou ſhalt ſend us Adverſity, we may entertain it with all 
Submſſiveneſs, Patience, Contentedneſs; cheerfully ſubmit- 
ting to the Diſpenſation of our Heavenly Father ; ever ac- 


knowledging thy Will to be the beſt Will, and that where- 


unto it becomes us with all Humility to fubmic to; and in 
the midſt of all to reoyce, that our Portion, amd Patrimo- 
co | BY, 
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nf, and Happineſs is reſerved for us in a better life. And 
x we defire the Will of thy Counſels may be done upon 
w, fo we defire the PVill of thy Commands may-be done by 


on by all Mankind - that we may conform our Hearts 


od Lives to the Rule of thy. Bleſſed Word, that we may 

& In all Piety- to thee our God, in all Righteouſneſs: to- 
"wards Men, in all-Sobriety towards our felves; that we 
may follow thoſe Preceprs and Patterns of Holineſs, Righ- 
rouſheſs, Juſtice, Temperance, Patience, Goodneſs, Cha- 
tity, and all other Moral and Chriftian Virtues, that thou 
ſt in thy Word Commanded or Propounded for our 


Prattice and Imitation. 


2 FEPSITDTIIESS2 Xx 


In Earth as it is in Heaven. 


And that this' Obedience unto thee and thy Wl, may 
he performed by us and all Mankind in ſome meafure an-- 
ſyerable to what is done by thy Glorious Angels in Hea- 
yen; that we (may) do it Chearfully, wichour Murmur- 
bg; Sincerely , without. Diſſimulation ; . Speedily, with- 
out Delay or Procraſtination ; and Conſtamly and Unceſ- 
fantly, without Deficiency or Fainting: And that we may 
not at all fail in our Duty herein, be pleafed daily more 
and more to reveal thy Hevenly Will unto us, that fo our 
Will on Earth may anfiver thy Will in Heaven: and kee 
s always careful and circumfpedt, in ſincerity and Integri- 
ty of heart, to keep clofe unto it; that neither the cor-= 

-fuptions of our own hearts, the ſeducements of Saran, the 
Geceits of this preſent World, may at any time withdraw 
us from the Obedience of thy moſt Perfect and Holy Will. 
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Give us thi day our daily Bread. 


And now, moſt Gracious Father, as'we have Petitioned 
Thee for things that more immediately concern thy Glory, 
Kingdom and Will, we beg Thee to give us leave to Pe- 
fition Thee for ſome things #hart more immediately concern our 
Rr 4 felvee. 


272 The Lord's Prayer Paraphraſed. © 


ſelves. Bleſſed Lord! thou haſt given us our Being, al 


. yet when thou haſt ſo given it us, we cannot ſupport ax 


101 
78 
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| ſelves in that Reing one day, nay one moment, with ſlur 


thy further Influence and Bounty. . We therefore 


Thee our Daily Bread; and, in that, all the Bleſſings wi 
conyenient Neceſlarics for our ſupport. We beg Breadly Mi 
this Life: Thou that feedeſt the young Ravens when thy er 
cry, we, that are thy Children, beg of 'Thee to feed y in 
with food convenient for.us: "Thou that cloatheſt the Ti Mia 
lies of the held, give us cloathing for our covering and & 
fence; and all thoſe neceſfaries and convenient ſupplies fy Wii 
our wants and conditions. And becauſe it is thy Blelſay White 
that giveth our Food ability to nouriſh us, our Cloathsy Miter 


TH 
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keep us warm, and all other outward ſupplics, their ſervia, Wiwo 


ableneſs and uſefulneſs for our Conditions, we beg thy Minn 
Bleſſings may come along with thy Benefits. And becauk Mien 
It is part, as well of our Duty, as of that State and Cong Mau 
tion wherein thou haſt placed us in this Life, that .in te Mis 

(hould eat our bread; enable us, wer 


ſweat of our brows we 
beſeech Thee, for the Duties of our ſeveral Callings ml 


Imployments ; and bleſs our Labours, that we may ſem Wir 


Thee dy therein, and may-be enabled thereby hone 
Jy to provide 
of Thee this meat that periſheth, the convenient ſupplia & 


our external conditions in this life.; ſo we beſeech Thee, WO! 
give us that Bread that may feed us unto everlaſting life ; a: 
Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs and Merits of thy Son Jeſy: 
Chriſt, thy Grace, and the Direion, Guidance, and Sanft- 


fication of thy Holy S tt ; whereby we may be dir th 


ſtrengrhned and Comtorted in a walking according to thy {hd 
Wall here, and may everlaſtingly enjoy thy Preſence and 


Glory hereafter. 
- And forgzve us our Treſpaſſes. 


Thou art the great Creator, Lord and Governour of all 
the World, and art in a more ſpecial relation, rhe Sovereign, Ware, 
the 


or our ſelves and Families. And as. we be Me 
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the Father, the great Benefa&tor of Mankind ; and there- 
a Miremay moſt juſtly expe from the children of Men 
wn for vemoſt Love, and Fear, and Reverence and Obedience 3 


Wd thou haſt by rhe Light of Nature, and by that greater 
Tiokt of thy Holy Word, reveal'd unto us a moſt Holy and 
pokteous Law, to which we owe a molt entire and {in- 
Obedience : and yet notwithſtanding all theſe Obliga- 
ons, we poor ſinful Creatures do daily and hourly. violate 
tur Holy Law of thine both in Thought, Word and Deed : 
we omit much of what thou requirelt of us; and we com- 
nit often what thoy forþiddeſt ys : we are deficient in the 
nenembrance of thee, in our Love to thee, in our Fear of 
tee, ' We often omit thoſe Duties that thou requireſt, of 
Imocation, Thankſgiving, Dependance ; and when we per- 
frm them, they want that due meaſure of Love, Humility, 
Reverence, Intention of Mjnd, that thou moſt Jultly doſt re- 
þ Maire and deſerve : we omir thoſe Duties of Charity, Juſtice, 
Wightcouſneſs, that we owe to others; that Sobriety, Tem- 
xance, Moderation, Vigilance, that relate to our ſelves; and 
v Wie daily commit Offences againſt thee, the Glorious God ; 
m Wanſt our Neighbours; againſt our ſelves ;, contrary to the 
. Wimntions of thy Holy Law revealed to us: and theſe we 
vo Woken reicerate againſt Mercies, Chaſtiſements, Promiſes of 
oMietter Obedience, And although many of our Neglefts and 
eo MOftences immediately concern our ſelves or others, yet they 
an Wreall Offences againſt thy Holy and Righteous Law.; and 
is Wagainſt that SubjeRtion, and Obedience, and Duty, and 
i-WThankfulneſs, that we owe unto thee. And when we 
ys Whuve done all this, we are not abe to make thee any fatis- 
7 Mb3ion for any of the leaſt of our Offences or negletts, but 
Baly co confeſs our Guilt, and to beg thy Mercy, Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs. We therefore come unto thee, wha art 
our Lord and Sovereign, whoſe Perogative it is to forgive 
'Mlbiquity, Tranſgrefſion and Sin ; to thee, which art our 
Wrather, who art full of Picy and Compaſſion to thy Chil- 
| Fen, though diſobedient and backſliding Children ; to 
y Wibee, who art a Father of Mercies as well of Men; ny 
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'haft delight in Forgiving thy diſobedient and PITT "* 


and repenting Children : and we confeſs our (ins, owls 
flidings, our failings. And upon' the account of thy ll 
Mercy and Govdnefs, upon the account of thy Son's Mars 
- and ſufferings, . upon the account of thy own Prone 
contained 1 that Word, whereupon .thou haſt cauledyliG 
Seryants'to truſty Pardon the fins of our Duties, and the(lliyn 
of our Lives ; the fins of our Natures, and the ſms. wlll 
 PraQtice ; the fins of our Thoughts, Words, and Adimyayt 
"the ſms of Omiſion, and the fins of Commiſſion ; the ll w 
"of Infirmity, Failing, and daily Incurſion, and the ſn 
'Wilfalne® Prefumption and Rebellion, whereof we fulfil 
guilty before thee. Our Requeſt, we. confeſs is prealliihut 
"The Debt whereof we defire Forgiveneſs, is a great ul 
: vaſt Debt: butwe ask it of the great and glorious Monnzlifi 
"of the World; we ask it of our gracious and mercifulf 
- ther; and from that glorious God, who rejoyceth marenliſi-* 
" mukiplying Pardons upon repenting ſinners, than the Cli-MW' ar 
*dren of Men can delight im Offending. | Fu 
; lf 
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"Ar we forgive them that Treſpaſs againſt us. 


' And beſides all this, we have been taught by him, tlſh4 
new thy Will to be full,thar if we from our hearts fo por Nt 
thoſe that'Treſpaſs againſt us, thou that arr our HeavelyMiy 
Father wilt forgive us our "Treſpaſſes againſt thee.  Upahl 
this Promife of thine we lay hold. In Obedience to thy 
Commands, we fargive our Brethren their Offences aganl 4 
us, and beg thee therefore to make good thar thy Prom, Muy 
Forgive us. our ' Offences., 1t is true, our Forgiving of othen ik 
cannot merit thy Pardon of us. When we Forgive, wed Bag 
out Duty, becauſe thou Commandeſt it. And beſides, the hy 6 
Treſpaſs that we remir is but to our Brother, and is butaWih 
ſmall inconfiderable treſpaſs in compariſon of thoſe Tieb el 
paſſes whereof we beg the forgivneſs of Thee : his Treſpak a 
not an hundred pence, ours more then ten'thouſand talents Wy 
Yet, bkeffed Lord, give us leave to lay hold upon wei w. 


nn 
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re # this, that that God that hath commanded us” to 
y one otir repenting Brother,will nor' deny a Pardon to his 
Map Children ; and that God that hath been pleaſed 
nn forgiveneſs ro us upon our forgiveneſs of others, 
i God of Truth and Faithfulneſs, as well as a Father of 
bells: and though our forgiveneſs of our Brother can- 
dy FH any proportion deſerve our God's forgiveneſs of us, 
ne vhen the God of Truth hath freely ingaged himſelf by 


he i zWord to forgive us if we forgive, he will never break 


Li 


(neo 26d he that hath raiſed in our hearts by his Grace this 
Lb bniful temper and difpoſ;tion towards others, hath there. 
gragren us a pledge of his Mercy and Goodneſs unto us 
t Wfrdoning all our Offences. | 
nant 
If a And lead us not into Temptation. 
Oren + 
Ci ind becauſe we are weak and frail Creatures, ſubject 
Hike overcome with every Tempration, to depart from 
ir Duty to thee ; and we hourly converſe with all varie- 
- ſd Temprations: Temptations from the World ; Temp. 
- Wtois from Saran ; rhe Prince of this World; and, which 
bathe worſt of all, Temprations from our own ſinful 
Drs, corrupt natures, unruly, affetions; and without 
Wy continual Grace peeventing or affiſting us, the leaſt of 
pal theſe our Enemies and Temprations are able to over 
U Sch us: And becauſe 'we are obtioxious to Temptations 
ur il our actions, in all our conditions, in all our watyg, 
us Bad in all our enjoymetits ; in our lawful aCtions we ate 
Xe" Fitett to the Temptation of Immoderation and Exceſs ; 
© For Religion, Attions, to Formality and Vain-glory ; 
ne Bo qur Proſperity, to Pride and Forgetfulneſs of thee ; in 
Ut Bidherfity, to Murmuring and Diſcontent, and accuſing 
Wh Providence ; under Injuries, to VindiQtivenels and 
= Flanoderate Anger ; under Comforts and Enjoyments, to 
Its Kurkty and Abatement of our Love to thee, and ſetting 
4 our hopes and our reſt vpon the preſent World ; in 
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,our Knowledge, to vain and impertinent Curiolity, Ke 
and Self-conceit; in caſes of Wants, to unlawful Wi 
for Qur .Supplies;. .in.caſe of Abundance, to Luxwy WW'# 
temperance and Contempt of others ; in Sickneſs, wii” 


patience; in Health, to Preſumption and Forgetfulugh®* 
gur [atter ends; in our Callings, either to Negligence, iii 

faithfulneſs and. Idleneſs on the ane hand, or to oven © 
Solicitouſneſs and Vexation on the other hand : If wlll 
in Company, we are in danger, to be miſguided by evil 
fuations or Examples from others ; if we are alone, we ollff 
apt ta be corrupted by the evil tuggeſtions of ou « | of 
corrupt hearts, or of that evil one; that watchah dl if® 
portunities, either to ſedyce ar miſchief -us. And ſned8# 


But deliver us from Evil. 


Deliver us therefore, we pray thee, from Evil of all kin 2 
and natures: from the Evil of Sin, and from the Emil” 
Suffering ; from ſuch Evils as may befal our Souls, nhl! 
ro diſturb and diſcompoſe them, or to defile and comylſ® 
them ; from the Evils that may befal our Bodies, yy " 
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\ cs or Diſeaſes ; from the Evils as may befal our Eftates 
' "E tofſes and Calamities 3, from the Evils that may. befal 
"IM 20d Names by Calumnies and Slanders ; from-rhe 
83 that may befal our Relations in any kind; from Pub- 
"+ Fxils-to the Church. or State, wherein we live ; from 


*e Eyils to our ſelves or others. 


_ 3 5 


For thine is the Kingdom, 


—'ÞY &od though in this ſhort Prayer we have been bold to 

"Wh of thee many large and ample Benefits and Mercies, 

"n Wich,if we lcok upon our ſelves only, ſeem too great for us 

— Wk, yet they are not too great for thee to give; for thou 

+ Mtte great King and Sovereign Lord of all the World, 

_— ampariſon of whom, all the Kings of the Earth are bur 

"il ncon{iderable things; and yet even their Honour is 

wh advanced by Benhcence and Bounty ; all which ne- 

- Wrheleſs is but a drop in compariſon of that Ocean of 

adnefs: and Bounty, and. Beneficence rhat reſides in, and. 

wi flows from Thee, the Great Monarch of the whole 

bed. * T hy Subjects are all of thy own making ; and 

the good that is in them, or enjoyed by them, is derived 

; un 2 to them: The Strength and Glory and Beauty 

excellence of thy Kingdom is not derived from thy 

— hects, bur from thy Self to them. | And therefore, 

c Woh my Petitions be great, they are fit tobe ſuch ; be- 

We direCted to the Mighty Creator, and King and. Mo- 

of the whole Univerſe, the Root and Fountain of all 
Mey and Goodneſs. 


The Power, 


if And as thou art the Great Sovereign of all the World, 
wil 0 art inveſted with the Supream Authority, fo thou art 
great Creator of all things, and art inveſted with Infi- 
oy ie Power and All-ſufhciency. And as thou haſt rhe Su- 
(Pm Authoricy, ſo thou haſt Boundleſs Power to Grant 
wa and 
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and Effet what we have asked. As thou ait the. 
and Glorious King of Heaven and Earth, and the Fate. 
all Mankind, we have reaſon to be confident in thy Ct. 
neſs and Beneficence. And as thou art the Almighty K 
tor, we have aſſurance of thy Power, to give us whathyl + 
thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs doth move thee to helwlis- 
And therefore upon both accounts we have reafon tn i 
confident in the obtaining of what we ask in this Pn 
from the great Lord of all things, that is abundyy; 
Goodneſs, and All-fufficient in Power. | 


And the Glory, 


And alth6ugh thy Infinite All-ſufficiency and Glory o 
receive no increaſe from thy Creatures, yet give us|: 
with Humility to preſs thee ever with this Argument, 
Thou haſt been pleaſed to declare unto us, 'T'hat thyGk 
1s the great end of all thy Works; and art pleaſed to ft 
greateſt value that may be upon thy own Glory ; aa 
pleaſed to command thy Creatures to Glorifie Thee; ul 
doſt accept thar ſmall Tribute of Praiſe and Thankful 
and Glorifying of thy Name from thy Creatures in gu 
part Thou haſt the Glory of our Dependance upon The 
which we teſtife by invoking thy Great Name ; thou wi 
have the Glory of thy Goodneſs, thy Power, thy Boi 
mn granting theſe our Petitions, and Requeſts ; and if 
Glory of our Praiſes and Thanſgivings for thy Bouny uliff 
Goodneſs in accepting and anſwering them ; which thay 
it cannot benefit Thee, yet it is all thy poor Creatures 

return unto 'Thee, and thou haſt declus 
Pjal, $0. 32» thy ſelf well pleaſed with it. He that ol 
eth Praiſe glorifeth Thee. 


Amen. - 


Bleſſed Lord, therefore be it according to thieſe our Pl b 
tions and Deſires : and fo much the rather, becauſe 0a 
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queſts, are not the produ®t of our own Imaginations 


thr weak Judgments ; but that Son of thine, who beſt 
Gullffes thy Will, and what thou wouldeſt grant, hath taughs 


7 Cit p thu to pray ; When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &C. 
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